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The Times That Try Our Souls 


On December 13, two of my friends — Rod Coronado and Matt Crozier — were 
convicted of conspiracy to interfere with a federal officer in an EF! sabotage 
of a mountain lion hunt. They face up to six years in prison for that charge 
alone. Only days earlier, FBI agents arrested six people in a series of surprise 
raids across the country, charging them for a litany of ecotage actions. 

In future issues of the Journal, you can expect to read more detailed analy- 
ses of these serious blows to the radical environmental movement. But based 
on what we know now, there are already some things that we need to be 
thinking about. 

From 1989-1991, EF! suffered one of its most intense bouts of state repres- 
sion, from the Arizona 5 trial and the targeting of cofounder Dave Foreman to 
the bombing and subsequent framing of Judi Bari and Darryl Cherney. It is a 
testament to our movement's tenacity that EF! survived — but the hard fact is 
that it emerged smaller and weaker, and remains so today. 

Now a new generation of organizers will face the same trials. The ground- 
work has been laid in recent years with the USA PATRIOT Act and the pros- 
ecution of seven Stop Huntingdon Animal Cruelty activists for having a web 
site. The escalating government rhetoric over "ecoterrorism," the vindictive 
glee with which the feds targeted Rod after his arrest and the latest nationwide 
roundups are clear signs that a serious, coordinated attack has been launched 
against the Earth and animal liberation movements. 

Yet up till now, the stories we have told ourselves about coping with state 
repression have been too trite. It's easy to say that underground activists 
shouldn't associate with aboveground campaigns; that ignores the pain- 
ful fact that when authorities can't catch underground activists, they will 
simply charge aboveground activists instead. The stunning verdict here in 
Tucson is further evidence that even a good lawyer and innocence of the 
charges against you are no guarantee of acquittal. Likewise, defiant state- 
ments proclaiming our refusal to be cowed may lift our spirits, but they 
run the risk of keeping us from an honest appraisal of the threats against 



us. Sometimes, it's OK to be scared. 

As a movement, we need to discuss this — 
openly and frankly. How can we emerge from 
this new wave of persecution not weaker, but 
stronger? How can we protect ourselves legally 
without compromising our effectiveness? How 
i can we prepare for what's coming without let- 
I ting fear and paranoia take over? And how will 
we know when the point of no return has been 
crossed — when the government is willing to 
murder or disappear us, as it did to the Ameri- 
can Indian Movement? 

I don't have any answers, but I do have some 
ideas. I'd love to share them with you and hear 
k your thoughts at the EF! Organizers' Confer- 
ence in Florida this February. Let's talk about 
* this now, while we still have the time. Let's pull 
together now, and the agents of repression will 
be in for an unpleasant surprise. 

— Lenny 
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Six Arrested on “Ecoterrorism” Charges 

awaiting deportation at a US Citizenship and Immigration 
by J OSH Services detention facility in Tacoma, Washington. Thur- 

On Wednesday, December 7, federal agents arrested six ston was also subpoenaed to appear before a Eugene, Or- 
people in a series of well-orchestrated raids that spanned egon grand jury. Moreover, on December 7, federal agents 
four states. The six were charged with a number of Animal served grand jury subpoenas to six others. 

Liberation Front (ALF) and Earth Liberation Front (ELF) In the days following the arrests, authorities produced 
actions that took place in the Pacific Northwest between even more charges and accusations — an apparently ran- 
1998 and 2001. All six were indicted separately and all dom attempt to connect the defendants with virtually 
denied any involvement with these or any other ALF or every major, unsolved ELF and ALF action that occurred 
ELF actions. in the Northwest between 1998 and 2001. Meyerhoff 

William Rodgers and Kevin Tubbs were arrested in was indicted for the destruction of the Bonneville tower, 
Prescott, Arizona, and Springfield, Oregon, respectively, while Tubbs was charged with 35 counts of arson for the 
They were charged with the arson of an Animal and Plant March 2001 destruction of an SUV dealership in Eugene, 
Health Inspection Services facility in Olympia, Washing- Oregon — one count for each of the vehicles destroyed, 
ton, on June 21, 1998. A joint ALF/ELF cell claimed the Prosecutors at Gerlach's arraignment presented her as 
action, which caused an estimated 1.2 million dollars in a suspect in six additional arsons, including the ELF's 
damage. If convicted, Rodgers and Tubbs each face sen- destruction of a ski resort in Vail, Colorado, in October 
tences of up to 20 years. 1998. Rodgers has also been named as a suspect in the 

Sarah Kendall Haryey was arrested in Flagstaff, Arizona, Vail arson. The fact that the statute of limitations on 
and charged with the arson of the US Forest Industries many of these actions was set to expire is a likely reason 
headquarters in Medford, Or- for the government's sud- 

den determination. 

Defense attorneys, family 
members and friends have 
all accused the government 
of launching a fishing expe- 
dition against aboveground 
social justice activists (Rod- 
gers is a founding member 
of the Catalyst Infoshop in 
Prescott, and McGowan and 
Harvey have both worked 
with nonprofit, women's 
rights groups). Indeed, much 
of the evidence cited by pros- 
ecutors at arraignments and 
bail hearings seemed weak 
and circumstantial: The fact 
that Gerlach shared an apart- 

Charlottesville, Virginia, and The ALF and ELF burned this Animal and Plant Health Inspection ment with Thurston was 

Daniel McGowan of New Services facility in Olympia, Washington, on June 21, 1998. presented as clear evidence 

York, New York, were ar- of her guilt, and a trip that 

rested and charged with the ELF arsons of Superior Lum- McGowan took to British Columbia in 2001 was treated as 
ber Company's offices in Glendale, Oregon, on January proof that he had fled the US following his alleged arsons. 
2, 2001, and Jefferson Poplar Farm in Clatskanie, Oregon, At this early stage, the best thing that people can do is to 
on May 21, 2001. The latter action was a response to the support the six in accordance with the prisoners' individ- 
farm's experiments with genetically modified trees. The ual wishes. Solidarity actions and statements are generally 
combined damage from both ELF actions exceeded one discouraged. Since each prisoner is likely to have a specific 
million dollars. If convicted of the 16 counts of arson, defense strategy and a unique set of requests, those wish- 
property destruction and conspiracy, both defendants ing to help should contact the prisoners' individual sup- 
face a maximum sentence of life in prison. port networks before proceeding. Those networks will also 

But the persecution does not end there. A seventh indi- have prisoners' addresses as they become available, 
vidual, Josephine Overaker, was also indicted for the Bonn- For more information, contact the Earth Libera- 
eville action, but not arrested. Authorities suspect that she tion Prisoners Support Network, BCM Box 2407, Lon- 
may be living in Germany. Darren Thurston, a former ALF don WC1N 3XX, England; ELP4321@hotmail.com; 
prisoner and a Canadian citizen, was also arrested and is www.spiritoffreedom.org.uk. 


egon, on December 27, 1998. 
The ELF claimed the fire that 
destroyed the logging com- 
pany's corporate offices and 
resulted in a half million dol- 
lars in damage. Harvey faces 
up to 20 years in prison if 
convicted. 

Chelsea Gerlach was arrest- 
ed in Portland, Oregon, and 
charged with the toppling of 
an 80-foot-tall, Bonneville 
Power Administration trans- 
mission tower near Bend, Or- 
egon, on December 30, 1999. 
She faces up to 25 years in 
prison if convicted. 

Stanislas Meyerhoff of 
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Dear Shit for 

• Please keep your letters to the editors to 300 words or less. • 



Earth First!, 

I want to send you all my 
best. I have been moved to 
what I hope is my last prison. 
It's ironic, but the prison is 
located at the base of Mount 
Graham, so there exists a 
rather incredible view! One 
must find the beauty of the 
Earth where they can. 

I wanted to mention that I 
really found the piece "Vio- 
lation & Liberation" to be 
very powerful and relevant 
(see EF!J September-October 
2005). Part of building a new 
world is to destroy the pat- 
terns of the past. Paternalism 
is certainly (and Patriarchy) 
at the root of our destructive 
behaviors. The article ad- 
dressed these issues as they 
pertain to real-life situations 
(even amongst those of us 
who believe ourselves to be 
truly liberated). The School 
of the Americas Watch has 
issued a pamphlet addressing 
these same issues. 

I want to wish you all 
my best. 

Peace, love and liberation, 
— Laro Nicol 


Dear SFB, 

Just got my 25th Anniver- 
sary Issue (see EF!J Novem- 
ber-December 2005). 

Re: The Betrayal of the 
Endangered Species Act. I 
couldn't think of a more ap- 
propriate thing to put on the 
cover — that vote was a Dark 
Day for America. 

I guess now we have to 
all become "Avon Ladies 
for the environment" (to 
paraphrase a Paul Watson 
characterization of Green- 
peace) and go door-to-door 
registering people to vote 
for our cherished environ- 
mental laws. 

Why let any tool in the 
toolbox go unused? 

For the Critters, 

— Dennis 

P.S. "Armed with Visions" 
looks great, as usual. Thanks 
for putting it in the middle 
of the magazine. 

Dear wonderful EF! staff, 

Thank you all very much 
for sending me that July-Au- 
gust issue. I got it yesterday 
at last. I love this issue. 

Honestly, I wish there were 
words to express how vital 
and meaningful you all are 
to the struggle. I wish I had 
the low key method you peo- 
ple display — but I'm just too 
Loco to do things the right 
way and play it cool. You 
reach so many people and 
have so much love for life. 

I love you all, 

— Oso Blanco 

Dear Editors, 

I was reading the 25th An- 
niversary Journal when I came 
across your ad looking for 
a new editor. I was shocked 
to see the words "preference 
will be given to women and 
people of color." 



I'm sure that you are en- 
couraging anti-racism and 
anti-sexism, but it doesn't 
come across right. First off, 
by "preference to people of 
color" it seems like you are 
going racist against whites 
like they are less important. 
Let me make it clear that 1 
am not in favor of any race 
or sex, we all shit brown and 
piss yellow so who is better 
than others? No one! 

I feel when you say or 
write things in that man- 
ner (even though it is for a 
good reason/anti-racism) it 
creates separatism. Why, af- 
ter all this time, is the term 
"people of color" or "col- 
ored people" still in use? 
Especially in Earth First! or 
any other free speech, equal 
rights, environmental jour- 
nals/magazines. 

I firmly believe that peo- 
ple no matter who they 
are do not want to be 
handed a job because of 
a racial or sexual prefer- 
ence. They want to earn 
the job because they are 
better qualified than others, 
Based on their own achieve- 
ments in life. So come on 
let's stop separating each 
other racially, ethnically, 
and sexually while we 
try to create and sus- 
tain equality. 


Other than that, Jour- 
nal’s great. Keep it coming 
everyone! 

—Stephen "Wheels" Marshall 
Editors' Note: First, in contrast 
to the archaic and racist term 
"colored people, " the term "peo- 
ple of color" is used self-descrip- 
tively by many people of African, 
Asian, Middle Eastern, and in- 
digenous American and Austra- 
lian descent to express solidarity 
with each other in the struggle 
against racist oppression. The 
group Anarchist People of Color 
is an example of this usage. 

Second, in discussing "pref- 
erence, " we refer mainly to the 
order of scheduling. Women 
and people of color who are in- 
terested in the long-termer po- 
sition will be placed higher on 
our short-termer waiting list. 
Men and white people are ob- 
viously not dis- 
couraged from 
applying. 
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Finally, the notion that 
•whoever is better qualified de- 
-erves the job overlooks issues 
if systemic oppression, which 
benefits white, straight males 
it the expense of everyone else, 
besides, a major qualification 
~or working at the Journal is 
laving a unique perspective on 
he movement and vision for 
:he Journal. For this reason, 
■women and people of color 
ire better qualified to bring a 
valance to the current Journal 
zollective, which is predomi- 
nantly white and male. 

Dear EF!J, 

In 1992, when the Cove/ 
Mallard campaign in central 
Idaho was barely a month 
old, I made the long drive 
from western Montana into 
the remote highlands of cen- 
tral Idaho, way up high on 
the Salmon River breaks, to 
deliver a few recruits in my 
rusty old Landcruiser. 

Among the new recruits 
was a fresh, newly minted 
protester from somewhere 
in Maryland. She. was pie- 
eyed at how remote this 
place was, and not quite 
prepared for the landscape 
or for the legions of grubby, 
shell-shocked hippies mill- 
ing about the campfire when 
we arrived. 

Although we arrived late, 
well past sunset, Cindy Strand 
welcomed us as, I would learn, 
she welcomed just about ev- 
eryone not in a uniform. She 
offered us dinner. 

Knowing the limits of this 
shoestring, nascent cam- 
paign, I quickly urged her to 
give us whatever was handy, 
but Cindy immediately sug- 
gested spaghetti with pesto, a 
salad, and a side of her home- 
made butter beans. Pretty im- 
pressive for somebody living 


out of the back of school bus 
that was sinking into a bog, 
and four hours by car to the 
nearest olive oil, greens or 
pepper. 

But the new recruit was 
allergic to wheat, didn't eat 
butter and the greens, sadly, 
weren't organic. 

So Cindy suggested grilled 
cheese — oops, no, that's out — 
lentil soup and rice? No, 
turns out the new recruit's 
allergic to rice, too. Okay, 
peanut butter and jelly — 
woops, no wheat — oatmeal? 
No can do, new recruit is al- 
lergic to oatmeal. Couscous 
with carrots, almonds and 
tamari? New recruit doesn't 
like couscous and might be 
allergic to nuts. 

"Sweetheart," Cindy said. 
"I sure hope you brought 
something to eat, because if 
not, you're going to get pret- 
ty hungry around here." 

Cindy died this Summer 
after a long illness, along 
the Clearwater River in Ida- 
ho with her family. When 
the Cove/Mallard campaign 
ended, she moved with her 
bus to the Clearwater breaks, 
where she gardened and 
worked as a caretaker. Visitors 
like me were always served a 
meal and given a tour of her 
bus, which was an astonish- 
ing kaleidoscope of art and 
color, all created with found 
objects she installed and 
modified herself. 

It is very important to me 
to note that there are trees — 
many trees — standing in the 
central Idaho highlands that 
would not be there if it were 
not for Cindy’s contribution. 
It's a point she very often 
made about others, but those 
who were there know just 
how much it applies to her. 

— Erik Ryberg 


Are you looking for a 
new way to contribute to the 
EF! movement? 

Do you like hearing about the latest direct-action 
news as it happens? 

Do you like big, starry skies, mild Winters and Sum- 
mer monsoon rains? 

If so, you may be the person we need! 

The Earth First! Journal is looking for someone 
to join our long-term editorial collective in Tuc- 
son, Arizona. Ideally, we are seeking a computer- 
literate person with direct-action and publishing 
experience, familiarity with the Journal and the rad- 
ical environmental movement, and excellent edit- 
ing skills. All of the work on the collective is shared, 
so a successful editor must be responsible, diligent 
and play well with others. Enthusiasm and a will- 
ingness to learn are a must! Preference will be given 
to women and people of color. 

We are looking for someone who can commit to at 
least a year and a half. To apply, send a letter of inter- 
est, resume, writing sample, activist history and the 
names of some EF! activists who can vouch for you 
to Earth First! Journal, POB 3023, Tucson, AZ 85702; 
collective@earthfirstjournal.org. 
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by Faith Walker 


Fauna: n. Animal life. 

Cabala: n. An esoteric, secret matter or mysterious art. 

Gracing the ocean's depths are substantial squid tou- 
sling in tricky, slippery sex. Giant squid ( Architeuthis 
spp.) can boast a one-ton bulk spanning 60 feet. Though 
sporting smackers strong enough to cut cable, these 
carnivorous mollusks usually enjoy the ocean's smaller 
delicacies, such as calamari, although they occasionally 
take on whales. Coupled with this large appetite are 
well-endowed nether regions. A male's penis is almost 
as long as his body, and acts somewhat like a high-pres- 
sure fire hose as he aims to inject his sperm packages 
into his lady's arms. However, it's quite difficult to accu- 
rately wield such a penis and coordinate eight legs and 
two feeding tentacles, all the while dodging a protesting 
female's crunching jaws in the dark. Indeed, it appears 
that sometimes in the confusion, a sexed-up cephalopod 
injects himself, leading to his demise. Death by insemi- 
nation also occurs when an unlucky chap is fertilized by 
another philandering fellow. Such insights into the sex 
life of these mysterious creatures are thanks in part to a 
rash of males found dead recently off the coast of Spain. 
All were inseminated. 
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by Rodger Schlickeisen 

The article, "Pombo's Extinction Bill: Brought to You by 
Defenders of Wildlife" is wrong on the facts and naive on 
the politics (see EF!J November-December 2005). 

Contrary to the article, there was no need for either De- 
fenders of Wildlife or its executive vice president, Jamie 
Clark, to seek to make themselves players on Endangered 
Species Act (ESA) reauthorization. Defenders has long been 
a leader on ESA matters, and Ms. Clark is a former director 
of the US Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) in the Clinton 
administration. Thus, when Representative Nick Rahall, 
the ranking Democrat on the House 
Resources Committee and a longtime 
defender of the ESA, was asked by the 
committee chairman, Representative 
Richard Pombo, to search for com- 
mon ground, he turned to Defenders 
of Wildlife and other environmen- 
tal organizations with ESA expertise 
for technical assistance. We assisted 
Mr. Rahall to ensure that if any bill 
emerged, it would uphold and, if pos- 
sible, enhance endangered species con- 
servation. When negotiations failed to 
produce a bill true to those principles, 
both Defenders of Wildlife and Mr. Ra- 
hall vigorously opposed the bill that 
Mr. Pombo ultimately introduced. 

The article blames Defenders for 
suggesting the elimination of critical 
habitat, but ignores what we have re- 
peatedly and publicly stated would be 
necessary to replace critical habitat. 

Defenders believes that habitat neces- 
sary for recovery should be identified 
during the development of recov- 
ery plans, that this recovery habitat 
should be protected by requiring fed- 
eral agencies to consider the impact of their actions on 
it, and that agency actions that make it less likely that a 
species will recover, significantly delay the recovery of a 
species or significantly increase the cost of achieving re- 
covery should be barred. This is a stronger standard than 
is provided by the current ESA and its implementing regu- 
lations, and it would provide considerably more protec- 
tion for listed species than is currently provided by critical 
habitat. This standard was embodied in the substitute bill 
offered by Representatives George Miller and Sherwood 
Boehlert, longtime champions of the ESA. The substitute 


failed to pass the House by a narrow margin, 216-206. A 
shift in a mere six votes would have resulted in passage 
of the substitute and derailment of the Pombo bill. With- 
out this substitute, Pombo's bill would have passed over- 
whelmingly, creating even more pressure on the Senate to 
adopt an ESA bill. 

The article also fails to acknowledge the dramatic loss, 
in recent years, of political support for critical habitat. This 
loss is largely the direct result of irresponsible litigation un- 
leashed by some environmental groups without any fore- 
thought given to the political repercussions. This onslaught 
of critical habitat litigation, which industry has now joined, 
has hamstrung the FWS and, more so 
than any other issue, eroded political 
support for the ESA, even among its tra- 
ditional supporters on Capitol Hill. The 
fact that 229 members of the House of 
Representatives voted to eliminate crit- 
ical habitat by supporting the Pombo 
bill and that 206 House members voted 
to replace it with the stronger measures 
included in the Miller-Boehlert substi- 
tute is hardly a ringing endorsement 
of critical habitat. Moreover, the politi- 
cal firestorm created by critical habitat 
did not just happen overnight. Nearly 
three decades ago, a proposal to desig- 
nate critical habitat for the grizzly bear 
resulted in amendments to the ESA au- 
thorizing the Secretary of the Interior to 
exclude important habitat areas for eco- 
nomic or virtually any other reasons. 
A decade ago, a proposal to designate 
critical habitat for the golden-cheeked 
warbler in Texas stimulated Congress 
to impose a funding moratorium on 
the FWS's listing and critical habitat 
budget. And more recently, the ESA was 
amended for the first time since 1988 
to statutorily prohibit the designation of critical habitat on 
Department of Defense land. 

As the fight over the ESA moves to the Senate, Defend- 
ers of Wildlife will continue to strongly oppose the Pom- 
bo bill and work to enhance species conservation. Rather 
than wasting time casting aspersions on our colleagues in 
the conservation community for real or imagined differ- 
ences, we look forward to working with all who share our 
goal of providing effective conservation of endangered 
species and their habitat. 

Rodger Schlickeisen is the president of Defenders of Wildlife. 
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With some exceptions, the Endangered Species Act 
(ESA) requires the US Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) to map out "critical 
habitats" encompassing all areas essential to the recovery of endangered 
species. All federal agencies are prohibited from "destroying or adversely 
modifying" critical habitats. Private lands are also often protected by criti- 
cal habitat because they can not be logged, mined or developed on a large 
scale without a federal permit. 

Critical habitat is the only ESA provision to expressly protect habitat for 
the recovery needs of species. So central is the role of critical habitat that 
when Congress created the provision, it stated: 

"It is the committee's view that classifying a species as endangered or 
threatened is only the first step in ensuring its survival.... If the protection 
of [a] species depends in large measure on the preservation of the species' 
habitat, then the ultimate effectiveness of the ESA will depend on the 
designation of critical habitat." 

A closer look at two species shows how critical works on the ground. 
The Palila and the Po'ouli are Hawaiian birds limited to small patches 
of forest atop volcanoes. The primary threat to each was the destruction 
of state-owned habitat by invasive feral ungulates. The Palila was given 
10,000 acres of critical habitat in 1977; the Po'ouli was never given any. 

Environmentalists took the State of Hawai'i to court for destroying the 
Palila's critical habitat and won, obtaining orders to remove feral sheep. 
With sheep numbers greatly reduced, the native forest has significantly 
restored itself, and Palila numbers have grown. 

With the Po'ouli, however, although scientists showed a clear correla- 
tion between declining bird numbers and increased habitat degradation 
by feral pigs, they could not demonstrate that any individual bird was 
being harmed by pigs. Thus, the provision of the ESA that protects indi- 
vidual animals from "take" was never invoked. As state and federal agen- 
cies looked on, the species declined by 90 percent between 1975 and 


1985. The last known bird, an elderly one-eyed male, died in captivity 
on September 26, 2004. 

B ' that overall, species with critical habi- 

be recovering as species without it. It's 
estruction is the primary cause of spe- 
he elimination of critical habitat from 
roposals to merely require that the FWS 
to it — would be disastrous. If the goal 
s to "protect" habitat, we need a pro- 
tection standard. Anything less will 
ensure that essential wildlife habitats 
continue to be lost. 

x Kieran Suckling is the policy director 
at the Center for Biological Diversity. 


Dear Editors: 

The National Wildlife Federation dis- 
agrees with, and is disappointed by, your 
recent article "Pombo's Extinction Bill: 
Brought to You by Defenders of Wild- 
life" (see EF!J November-December 2005). 
The article unfairly attacks Defenders of 
Wildlife's motives and actions concern- 
ing Congressional actions to rewrite the 
Endangered Species Act, and in the pro- 
cess demonizes Defenders' Vice President, 
Jamie Clark, in particular. 

Both Defenders and Jamie Clark have a 
long, distinguished record of environmen- 
tal commitment and contribution that 
this article recklessly tarnishes. In the day- 
to-day world of environmental politics, it 
is routine for organizations to disagree on 
strategies, tactics and methods. When this 
happens, we all have the right to disagree 
with each other, but should resist the 
temptation to attack each other's charac- 
ter, values and fundamental motives. 

Frankly, this is irresponsible journalism 
more in keeping with the far-right-wing 
attack machine's scorched-earth methods 
that we all find abhorrent. The country 
has changed after 9/11, the Iraq War and 
the Gulf disaster. People are looking for 
leadership that unites, not further di- 
vides, people around important priorities 
facing the country. And when facing the 
myriad of daunting challenges to our en- 
vironment and the future of wildlife, now 
more than ever, we need to find ways to 
bring people together. 

— Larry J. Schweiger 
President, National Wildlife Federation 

Where is your money going?... 

Along with Defenders of Wildlife, 
three additional environmental groups 
collaborated on Representative Richard 
Pombo's bill to gut the Endangered Spe- 
cies Act (see EF!J November-December 
2005). One of these was Environmen- 
tal Defense; the identities of the other 
two are not clear. Although these groups 
helped Pombo attract support by claim- 
ing that he was working with respectable 
environmentalists, in the end none of 
them would publicly support the bill. 

Over the objections of the Unified En- 
dangered Species Campaign, the Demo- 
crats' alternative bill would also have 
eliminated critical habitat. The following 
groups endorsed this alternative bill: the 
American Bird Conservancy, Defend- 
ers of Wildlife, Environmental Defense, 
Izaak Walton League of America, Nature 
Conservancy, Ocean Conservancy, Trout 
Unlimited, Wilderness Society and the 
World Wildlife Fund. 

—EF! Journal 
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“The Ents 
Are Going 

to War” 



Earth Liberation Front Strikes in Maryland 


BY BREGALAD 

On November 20, the Earth Liberation Front (ELF) 
struck at a housing development construction site in 
Hagerstown, Maryland. The ELF set four separate fires, 
damaging three town houses and burning one entirely 
to the ground. It is believed to be the ELF's first action 
in the state. 

The ELF claimed the action in a communique sent from 
an email address containing the name "Treebeard." In 
J.R.R. Tolkien's The Lord of the Rings, Treebeard is an elder 
among the Ents — animated trees responsible for defend- 
ing the forest from exploitation. "We warn all developers 
that the people of the Earth are prepared to defend what 
remains of the wild and green," read the communique. 
"The Ents are going to war." 

The fires dealt more than $225,000 in damage to Hager's 
Crossing, a 930-unit subdivision being developed by the 
Rachuba Group and subcontracted to Ryan Homes and 
Patriot Homes. 

It was Ryan Homes that the ELF named as its target: 
"Last night we... put the torch to a development of Ryan 
Homes... to strike at the bottom line of this country's most 
notorious serial lands rapist." The company has been tar- 
geted by the ELF before. In December 2002, the ELF did 
$20,000 in damage to construction vehicles at a Ryan 
Homes development in Pennsylvania. 

Hager's Crossing sits on 230 acres of former farmland, 
but according to Shelby Daniels, a sales and marketing 
representative for Ryan Homes, there has been nothing 
particularly controversial about the project. 

Although Hager's Crossing is one of the first large-scale 
"planned residential communities" in Hagerstown, such 
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communities are a growing trend in the region as Wash- 
ington, DC workers seek affordable homes far from the 
city. Hager's Crossing is situated about 70 miles northwest 
of Washington, next to a Wal-Mart and at the intersection 
of two highways. 

Although not mentioned in the communique, the utter- 
ly artificial nature of the development may have contrib- 
uted to its selection as a target. In January 2005, the ELF 
burned housing developments near Sacramento, Califor- 
nia, "in honor of everyone who has felt helpless to sprawl 
and development, everyone who feels [that] their rural 
lifestyles are being threatened by these mass-produced, 
designer communities" (see EF!f May-June 2005). 

The price of houses at Hager's Crossing starts at 
$250,000. Although the entire project is only 30 percent 
complete, the four damaged units were nearly finished 
and had already been sold; in fact, the destroyed house 
was scheduled for occupancy at the end of December. 
Nothing remains of that building but metal pipes and 
charred wood, and the developers will have to scramble 
to rebuild it or face some very frustrated customers. Fac- 
toring in the public relations expenses and those asso- 
ciated with hasty reconstruction, the cost for that unit 
alone will probably far exceed the reported $200,000. 
In addition, Ray Rachuba, vice-president of the Rachu- 
ba Group, reports that the company has hired security 
guards for the duration of the project. 

Perhaps the company is concerned that, like the Ents in 
The Lord of the Rings, the people of Maryland will heed the 
call to war put forth in the Treebeard communique: "We 
encourage all who watch with sadness while developers 
sell out the future of us and our children to join us in re- 
sisting them in any and every possible way." 


artwork by Leah 




A Bird’s Eye View 

Arizona EF! in the Stronghold Against 

the Crane Killers 


by Clover 

The Arizona Earth First! (AZEF!) sandhill crane hunt 
sabotage ("hunt sab") was the first grassroots, direct-ac- 
tion campaign that I've ever been a part of. At first, my 
involvement was just going to be the creation of a giant 
crane puppet — but a few weeks later, I found myself freez- 
ing cold, crouched in a field and waving an empty potato 
chip bag with hunters only 100 yards away. 

AZEF! remains a small but strong coalition between 
Chuk'shon EF! and Phoenix EF!. Our campaign to stop the 
hunting of sandhill cranes in the Sulphur Springs Valley of 
southeastern Arizona started in November 2004, with the 
first ever sabotage of a sandhill crane hunt (see EF!f January- 
February 2005). Sandhill 
cranes migrate south every 
Fall from as far away as Sibe- 
ria, wintering in Arizona or 
going on as far as the Valley 
of Mexico. These birds were 
almost eradicated by hunt- 
ers and habitat destruction 
in the first half of the 20th 
century, and they are still 
recovering from their brush 
with extinction. Yet in typi- 
cal Arizona Game and Fish 
Department (AZGFD) fash- 
ion, the crane population 
is "managed" with a sport 
hunt rather than species 
recovery in mind. Deter- 
mined to stop this senseless 
slaughter, AZEF! launched a 
campaign last year to force 
a cancellation of the hunt 
through a combination of public pressure and direct action. 

In January 2005, AZEF! tabled at Wings Over Willcox, an 
annual birding event celebrating the sandhill cranes' arriv- 
al. Birdwatchers from all over the country were shocked to 
learn that sandhill cranes are legally hunted. AZEF! was also 
the only environmental group at the May 2005, AZGFD 
meeting to adopt regulations for this year's hunt. Perhaps 
in retaliation for our ongoing success in the field and em- 
barrassment of AZGFD in the media, the number of per- 
mits to be issued — for 730 cranes— was the largest since the 


hunt began in 1981. Eight AZEF!ers testified about abuses 
and violations witnessed during the 2004 sandhill crane 
hunt and demanded the hunt's cancellation. Unsurpris- 
ingly, the five-member AZGFD Commission voted to adopt 
the hunt — but surprisingly, Bob Hernbrode, representing 
southeastern Arizona, voted against it. This was a small vic- 
tory, but not enough to keep us from the field. 

In the Stronghold 

Arizona's sandhill crane hunt would be broken into 
four shotgun seasons, each three days long. Our strategy 
would be to steer the cranes away from the hunters as 
we had the previous year, and also to capture the barbar- 
ity of the hunt on video. The continuing federal inves- 
tigation and prosecution 
of AZEF! for sabotaging 
a government mountain 
lion hunt in March 2004 
was a constant reminder 
of the consequences of 
effectiveness (see EF!] 
May-June 2005). Luckily, 
for this hunt, being effec- 
tive did not require us to 
break the law. With our 
own hunting licenses, 
sandhill crane permits 
I and birdwatching gear, 
a we headed back to Kan- 
| sas Settlement, Arizona, 
1 where cranes wintering 
| on the nearby Willcox 
1 Playa are hunted. 

On November 1, the 
opening day of the hunt, 
three teams of AZEF! hunt 
saboteurs departed our basecamp in historic Cochise 
Stronghold, where Apache guerillas held out against the 
ecocidal US army not that long ago. We hastily deployed 
to cornfields where we expected the hunters to be sta- 
tioned, waiting for the birds to come in to feed. As the sun 
began to rise over the Chiricahua Mountains, we could 
hear the cacophony of warbling crane cries announcing 
the approach of the morning's flocks. No sooner did we 
hear the cranes than we heard the accompanying shotgun 

continued on next page 
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continued from previous page 
blasts. Unfortunately, the birds were coming from the op- 
posite direction as the previous year, leaving us on the 
wrong side of the hunters 
and unable to warn the 
cranes before they were 
ambushed. Between our 
three teams, we saw 10 
cranes shot from the sky 
that day. 

With a grim realization 
of our ineffectiveness on 
opening day, we strat- 
egized our next move. I 
felt a great sense of pride 
the first time that I was 
asked to share my opin- 
ion on where I thought 
we would be most useful. I was proud not only that 
my opinion was valued as an inexperienced newcomer, 
but also as a woman. For most seasons, we were lucky 
to have one girl — but there were times when we al- 
most outnumbered the boys, and it was great to have 
so much woman energy around the campfire. Having 
a female presence during this campaign was helpful in 
many ways. When I was out in the field with another 
woman, no one suspected that we were anything more 
than a pair of annoying birdwatchers who didn't know 
to stay out of the hunters' way! 

We quickly adjusted our positions for the 
second day to reflect our new knowledge 
about hunter location and bird flight patterns. 

We built blinds that would put the cranes over 
us before the hunters. The following morning 
found us hidden in place, and when the birds 
began to move toward us, we waved reflective 
Mylar from the inside of corn chip bags to 
alert them to our presence. 

Immediately, the birds altered their flight 
away from the hunter-occupied fields, and we 
noticed an immediate drop in hunter success. 

Still, our numbers did not allow us to cover 
every side of a field, and it wasn't long before 
our camera followed a flock of 12 cranes com- 
ing under fire. One bird took a hit to the wing and imme- 
diately broke from the flock, descending into the hunter's 
field. Right behind the wounded bird followed his mate, 
risking death by refusing to abandon her pair-bonded part- 
ner. The wounded bird crash-landed, with a family group 
of four birds right behind him. The birds surrounded the 
wounded bird with outstretched wings, filling the air with 
their trilling warning cry. 

After 20 minutes, the hunter left his blind to finish off 
the crane. The crane family escaped into the air, with the 
wounded bird trying desperately to also lift off. When he 
couldn't, he fled on foot from the now-running hunter, 
who fired off four more shotgun blasts before finally 
downing the crane. With the bird still too tough to die, 
the hunter held him by the feet and swung him repeat- 
edly against old farm machinery in the field. The tactic 
became one we would witness repeatedly. A crane would 


be wounded, bringing itself and others flying to its aid 
within shotgun range, where they also would be killed. 

Another AZEF! team saw Steve Ward, a hunting guide, 
driving around in his SUV and stopping 
when cranes were overhead so that clients 
could jump out of the vehicle to shoot at 
them. This was only one of many hunt- 
ing violations that we would witness or 
that friendly hunters, thinking us fellow 
"sportsmen," would confide to us. When 
we spoke to Ward, he complained about 
his clients' poor marksmanship — tak- 
ing 20-30 shots apiece without killing a 
crane, hundreds of which are crippled 
by hunters every year. Ward claimed to 
be the individual responsible for starting 
the sandhill crane hunt in Arizona. 

Our numbers grew in time for the start 
of the second season, with animal liberation activists join- 
ing us from California. It was also the first season that we 
were legally insured with crane-hunting permits, allowing 
us a greater degree of overtness in our tactics. 

On November 5, an AZEF! team set up 12 sandhill crane 
decoys in an empty field directly between the cranes' line 
of flight and the hunters. When the birds began to fly to- 
ward him, the EF! "hunter" would nervously jump up from 
his hiding spot, surprising the cranes into veering away — 
from him and the other hunters. Roving AZEF! "birdwatch- 
ers" also deployed 
throughout the area, 
pointing and mar- 
veling at the cranes 
with abrupt motions 
that caused the birds 
to change direction. 
By the second day 
of this season, we 
had dropped hunter 
success to zero — an 
achievement that we 
would consistently 
repeat for the rest of 
the sab. 

Bringing the Cranes to Tucson 

I ended up missing most of the second season, closed 
away in my house and frantically at work on the giant pup- 
pet. When I first moved to Tucson, AZEF! was already hold- 
ing meetings to decide what could be done, in addition to 
direct action, to draw more attention to the hunt. So we de- 
cided to create a giant crane puppet for the annual Tucson 
All Souls Procession — a Day of the Dead-style march open 
to any member of the public who wants to honor the spirits 
of the dead with masks, puppets and costumes. 

When some friends asked me to design the puppet, I 
was delighted; I felt that I had found my role in the cam- 
paign. But once I did some Internet research to make the 
puppet look realistic, the images and sound clips that I 
found fueled my desire not just to get this puppet made, 
but to be out there in the field with the people who were 
saving the lives of these amazing, prehistoric birds. 



An Arizona EFIer scans the field for crane hunters. 



The wing of a sandhill crane, discarded by hunters 
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Every moment leading up to the procession was con- 
sumed with the creation of a 12-foot-high crane with a 20- 
foot wingspan. My home was turned into a workshop and 
in the end, we showed up with a great-looking banner, a 
black flag with a painting of a skeletal crane, and the pup- 
pet, dubbed "Sandy." While wearing the body of the bird 
on my back, I suddenly felt the sorrow of this creature; I felt 
the sadness that you feel after losing a loved one, the fright 
of being hunted. It was a very powerful evening, and we 
brought the spirit of the crane to Tucson. 

The hunt sabbers out in the field came back into town 
for the procession, swelling our numbers to 18 AZEFlers 
marching alongside Sandy in desert camouflage, carrying 
crane decoys and distributing flyers about the hunt to the 
thousands of attend- 
ees. Over the next few 
weeks, people would 
keep coming up to 
us, thanking us for 
being there and tell- 
ing us that Sandy had 
been the highlight of 
the procession. 

Keeping the pressure 
on in town, we gath- 
ered 25 people to rally 
at the AZGFD office 
on November 8, the 
day before the start of 
the third crane hunt. 

AZEF! filed a com- 
plaint against Steve 
Ward with AZGFD's 
law enforcement chief 
for the region— John 
Romero, who also 
happens to be the key 
witness against AZEF! in our lion hunt case. Then in the 
predawn of November 9, we once again crawled from our 
sleeping bags at 4 a.m. and trekked across the Willcox Playa 
to take up our positions in the unfolding of a drama that 
we knew all too well. 

"Here to Protect Them" 

The early mornings were a challenge to some, but for 
me the 4:00 wake-up was a mere 30 minutes earlier than 
when I get up for work. Cold and tired, we were quick- 
ly warmed by the fire and awakened by coffee from our 
swanky French press. Our morning drives to the hunt 
were heavy and silent; we felt like warriors leaving for bat- 
tle with sorrow in our hearts. Being in place early enough 
to avoid detection often meant sitting in cornfields before 
dawn with frozen toes and cramped legs, waiting for the 
hunters to take their positions. 

The birdwatcher role became my thing. While hiding in 
a cold, dark cornfield may be effective, I was unable to find 
a creative way to relieve myself of the morning's cup of cof- 
fee. Instead, I enjoyed being able to drive around, becoming 
familiar with the roads and locating hunters in the fields 
we were designated to "patrol." When confronted by hunt- 
ers, I played the role of a visiting birdwatcher. One hunter 


talked to us about how he loved to birdwatch with his wife 
and how all the doves flying by made him wish that it was 
dove season; we distracted him this way for a good hour. 

By the fourth and last shotgun hunt on November 13, our 
numbers swelled to an unprecedented dozen people. Again, 
the hunters had moved — this time right up to the border 
of the refuge, and our hearts would break each time a shot 
was followed by a limp crane body tumbling from the sky. 
Yet on the second and third days, we completely surrounded 
the hunters, and once again the birds were safe. The last day 
of the hunt, we celebrated by having Sandy "fly" over the 
Whitewater Draw Wildlife Area with a group of nine AZEFlers 
in tow. Since the hunt, I have been asked how it went, and 
my response has always been that it was fun. 

It almost seems 
wrong to think of my 
time on this campaign 
as being fun, having 
witnessed the murder 
of beautiful birds, hav- 
ing listened to hunt- 
ers boast about their 
kills, and having spent 
many long hours in 
cold, dark cornfields 
surrounded by white 
men with guns. On 
1. the other hand, we 

0 

?. were out of the city, in 
n a beautiful campsite 

1 surrounded by moun- 
| tains and old Apache 
| trails, in the company 
3 of good friends, great 

conversations, a camp- 
fire, food and beer! 

In the end, I know 
that we saved the lives of countless sandhill cranes — and 
with more people participating and more familiarity 
with the land, we will be able to save even more lives 
next year. The media attention that we hoped to draw 
never materialized, and yet for the hundreds of birds 
that we steered away from hunters, that didn't matter. 
The nights without sleep were all worth it every time a 
hunter departed the field cursing. 

We returned to the cornfields of Kansas Settlement on No- 
vember 25. A heavy wind was blowing across the Willcox 
Playa, keeping the birds grounded. Driving next to White- 
water Draw, there was a noticeable absence of hunters, but 
many carloads of birdwatchers there to appreciate the thou- 
sands of cranes gathered within. For the first time since the 
hunt had begun, we simply watched the cranes. No waving 
of CDs or potato chip bags — just marveling in the beauty of 
a sandhill crane in flight. The child of a hunt sabber asked, 
"Are these the birdies the hunters are trying to kill?" 

To which we replied, "Not anymore, Honey, because we 
are here to protect them." 

For more information, contact Chuk'shon Earth First!, 
sabthebastards@hotmail.com; www.azef.org. 

Clover is thankful that an Arizona cornfield at dawn is still 
warmer than a Minnesota Winter. 



Arizona EFiers and "Sandy the Crane, " triumphant after a successful hunt sab 
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New York City’s Suburbs 
Declare War on Deer 


LAWN 8. ORDER 



by Josh 

A specter is haunting suburban New York City — the 
specter of wilderness. If you read the newspaper, listen 
to the radio or watch the evening news, you'll learn that 
record numbers of white-tailed deer have overtaken the 
metropolitan area. They're spreading Lyme disease like 
wildfire, making it unsafe for children to play outside. 
Deer are running amok on the expressway, turning your 
daily commute into a terrifying gantlet. Most dishearten- 
ingly, they are feeding on your flowerbeds and trampling 
your manicured lawn. And if that's not enough, the Ani- 
mal Liberation Front (ALF) has sided with these beasts 
and against civic-minded hunters, resulting in a truly 
horrific alliance of deer and ecoterrorist. Clearly, you 
are told, this invasion of human territory, this sneaking 
menace must be stopped. 

That residents of New York City's main suburbs — West- 
chester County on the mainland and Nassau and Suffolk 
counties on Long Island — should react in this hysterical 
way is not surprising. These three counties pack more 
than 3.7 million humans into only 1,632 square miles, 
resulting in a population density of more than 2,300 hu- 
mans per square mile! Then there are the booming deer 
populations. An estimated 6,500 deer live in Westchester, 
for example, with some areas reported to contain as many 
as 80 to 100 per square mile. Factor in the suburbanite 
sense of entitlement, thirst for development and fear of 
the wild, and you've got a recipe for disaster. 

The irony of this situation is that the deer population 
in these counties has increased not in spite of intensive 
development, but because of it. Flumans have destroyed 
the thick woodlands that are the native habitat of white- 
tailed deer, shaping the area to meet some bizarre pasto- 
ral ideal — the outdoor equivalent of interior design. The 
result, naturalist Anne Matthews writes in Wild Nights: 
Nature Returns to the City, is a "chopped and changed 


and simplified landscape, a mosaic of fragmented habi- 
tats: a subdivision next to a small woodlot, a golf course 
beside a mall beside an old farm.... Good deer habitat 
has been transformed into ideal deer habitat, a surfeit 
of edges." The region can now easily supply the five to 
seven pounds of forage that an average deer requires 
daily to survive. Moreover, centuries of settlement and 
development have extirpated wolves and mountain li- 
ons, the deer's natural predators. The result is an ex- 
plosive deer population, regulated only by accidental 
collisions with automobiles or deliberate culling in the 
guise of "wildlife management." 

In more rural regions, this culling is typically achieved 
through recreational hunting. Defending this practice, 
New York state biologists emphasize how deer overpop- 
ulation is harmful to woodlands: selective browsing can 
eliminate specific plants from an entire region, leading 
to their endangerment or even extinction; consump- 
tion of acorns and oak saplings inhibits forest regenera- 
tion and places deer in direct competition with other 
animals that rely on these plants for sustenance; and 
destruction of the forest understory prevents some bird 
species from reproducing. 

This rationale for suburban deer kills is flimsy for three 
reasons. First, these biologists often speak of the deer's 
effect on hardwood forests in economic terms, betray- 
ing their real agenda — not to mention the fact that rec- 
reational hunting permits generate revenues for the New 
York State Department of Environmental Conservation. 
Second, neither state officials nor local residents are in a 
moral position to blame deer for destroying woodlands 
when the primary threats to such areas are human in- 
dustry and development. Finally, even though these eco- 
logical concerns may be entirely valid in rural areas with 
an abundance of native habitat, they hardly describe the 
behavior of suburban deer, who are more likely to eat 
trash or tulips. 
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Yet this uniquely suburban diet raises a new set of prob- 
lems. Local residents, angered by the destruction of lawns 
and gardens, have demanded that the deer be wiped out. 
But hunting with firearms is not an option in these popu- 
lous suburbs. Westchester and Suffolk counties permit 
only bow-hunting — a far less effective method of killing. 
Nassau, with the highest human population of the three 
counties, bans recreational hunting completely. However, 
New York does issue "nuisance permits" to individuals 
claiming financial losses, enabling them to destroy the 
pesky deer in a "controlled hunt." This consists of terror- 
izing deer with high-intensity lights and blasting at them 
with short-range shotguns. 

Animal welfare advocates have attempted to convince 
the populace that such measures are counterproductive. 
According to Friends of Animals (FoA), hunting actually 
increases the likelihood of deer/car collisions threefold 
throughout the season and fivefold on opening day. FoA 
President Priscilla Feral describes hunters as "agents provo- 
cateurs who... incite the deer to incautious, evasive flight, 
resulting in collisions. Deer are normally very cautious 
when entering an open area, such as a road. When pur- 
sued, they will abandon this prudence and bolt across a 
road without even slowing down." If residents and state 
officials are serious about preventing collisions, FoA pro- 
poses, they should eliminate the hunt altogether. 

Other welfare organizations also advocate non-lethal 
alternatives to hunts. The Humane Society of the US 
(HSUS), for example, has used contraceptive darts to limit 
deer populations on Suffolk's Fire Island. The Fund for 
Animals, on the other hand, has encouraged the use of 
fences, deer-resistant plants, odor-based repellants and 
electronic scare devices in order to prevent the animals 
from disturbing lawns and gardens. Animal Defenders of 



Many deer repellants are marketed as "green" and "organic," 
but are actually derived from byproducts of factory farming. 


Westchester has called for the creation of wildlife corri- 
dors to provide animals with free passage over or under 
the county's many busy highways. 

Such organizations seem to have had some limited suc- 
cess. In November, the village of Lloyd Harbor, in Suffolk 
County, undertook a "controlled hunt" of 46 "nuisance” 
deer who had been frequenting local parks and the 
grounds of the Seminary of the Immaculate Conception. 
Fortunately, protests by the Animal Defense League-Long 
Island and other animal advocates persuaded the semi- 
nary's new priest to suspend the hunt there, pending a re- 
assessment. The New York State Office of Parks, Recreation 
and Historic Preservation followed suit. 

Distrusting the bureaucratic doublespeak of local of- 
ficials and seeking to pressure them into a more concrete 
assurance of the deer's safety, the ALF targeted Lloyd Har- 
bor Mayor Leland Hairr on the night of November 15. 
The ALF painted anti-hunting slogans on Hairr's auto- 
mobiles, the outside of his house and the inside of his 
unlocked garage. A communique from the ALF warned, 
"Do yourself a giant favor and let the deer be, Lee. The deer 
kill is a senseless move and we, the ALF, will not stand 
for it." The communique also provided Hairr's home ad- 
dress, phone number and the website of his business — an 
environmental consulting firm. 

Despite local groups' effectiveness in saving individual 
animals, there have been no sufficient attempts to solve 
New York's suburban deer problem on a regional level. In 
fact, most of the alternatives proposed are questionable 
in one way or another. How will HSUS's introduction of 
synthetic hormones into deer populations affect other 
species, including humans? Hqw can the planting of deer- 
resistant flora be considered an environmentally friendly 
solution when most of 'the species recommended by the 
Fund for Animals ■are not native to New York, or even 
North America? How is it ethical to use "natural" deer re- 
pellants when most of them are made from eggs, blood, 
fat and other byproducts of factory farming? Most impor- 
tantly, how can we even hope to protect deer from need- 
less suffering and slaughter while ignoring the destruction 
of the region's native ecosystem and its replacement by a 
hodgepodge of alien species and artificial terrains? These 
I and other difficult questions must be addressed before a 
| true solution can be achieved. 

| For more information, contact Animal Defense 
| League-Long Island, POB 1587, Huntington, NY 11743; 

1 adl@riseup.net; www.animaldefense.info. 

2 fosh was born in Manhattan and grew up in Westchester. 
He eagerly awaits the day when all of it will be gone, and 
the wolves and mountain lions can get back to doing what 
they do best. 
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Coming Home to Roost 

How Humans are Creating a Bird Flu Pandemic 


by Leafy Snewts and Josh 

The influenza pandemic of 1918 — 
the so-called Spanish Flu — was the 
deadliest plague in human history. 
What started for millions as a runny 
nose and a sore throat ended days later 
with many people drowning in their 
own blood. Corpses — tinged blue 
from suffocation — were said to have 
been "stacked like cordwood" outside 
the morgues as cities ran out of cof- 
fins. All told, up to one billion people 
may have been infected (more than 
half of the global population), and 
between 50 to 100 million 
died. No war, no plague, no 
famine has ever killed so 
many in so short a time as 
the 1918 pandemic. 

In 2005, medical detec- 
tive work identified the pre- 
viously-extinct Spanish Flu 
virus as a unique variant of 
H1N1, a now common form 
of influenza. H1N1-1918, it 
was discovered, began as a 
form of bird flu and mutat- 
ed into a strain capable of 
infecting humans. But the 
most worrisome discovery 
was that the mutations that 
enabled H1N1-1918 to hu- 
manize are starting to occur 
in an equally virulent strain 
of bird flu: H5N1. 

Already, the current mu- 
tant H5N1 strain is un- 
precedented in its ferocity. 

Deadly amongst birds, it is 
also lethal in humans. As 
of December 14, the World Health 
Organization (WHO) had confirmed 
138 cases of H5N1 in humans in 
Southeast Asia, including 71 deaths — 
a mortality rate of more than 50 
percent. The virus has successfully 
jumped directly from infected birds 
to human poultry workers, and there 
are a few suspected cases of limited 


human-to-human transmission. Fur- 
ther humanization and the birth of 
a full-scale pandemic might not be 
far off. According to WHO, it's not a 
matter of if but when. 

In recent months, mass media 
outlets have pounced on the story, 
discussing the likelihood of a glob- 
al pandemic, tracking the disease's 
progress and reporting on official re- 
sponses. However, few media reports 
have appropriately challenged the 
institution responsible for creating 
the potential pandemic: the global 
poultry industry. 


Over the last few decades, meat and 
egg consumption have exploded in 
the developing world, leading to in- 
dustrial-scale chicken farming and 
mass animal transport, and creating 
an ideal environment for the emer- 
gence of new influenza superstrains. 
Cramming tens of thousands of near- 
ly genetically identical chickens into a 


filthy shed the size of a football field, 
where they stand and lie in their own 
feces, is a recipe for increasing the vir- 
ulence and transmission of H5N1. 

In nature, the influenza virus has 
existed for millions of years as a 
harmless, waterborne, intestinal in- 
fection of aquatic birds. Ducks don't 
get sick, because the virus doesn't 
need to make the duck sick to spread. 
In fact, it's in the virus' best inter- 
est for the bird not to get sick. After 
all, dead ducks don't fly. The virus 
silently multiplies in the duck's in- 
testinal lining, is excreted into the 
pond water and then swal- 
lowed by another duck, and 
the cycle continues. 

If an infected duck is 
dragged to a live poultry mar- 
ket, though, and crammed 
into cages stacked high 
enough to splatter virus-lad- 
en droppings over many dif- 
ferent species of land-based 
birds, the virus is presented 
with a problem. No longer 
able to rely on the ease of 
aquatic spread, the virus must 
mutate or die. Fortunately for 
the influenza virus, mutating 
is what it does best. 

In the open air, the influ- 
enza virus must resist dehy- 
dration, for example, and 
must invent a new way to 
travel. So it finds the moist 
lungs. To hitch rides in respi- 
ratory droplets, the virus has 
to start killing cells to trigger 
a hacking cough in its new 
host. The more virulent the virus be- 
comes, the more violent the cough 
and the quicker it can overwhelm the 
immune system. It can't become too 
deadly, though. If the virus kills the 
host too quickly, there may not be 
enough chance to infect another. 

Enter intensive poultry production. 
When the next beak is inches away, 



Page 14 Earth First! Brigid 2006 




there's no limit to how nasty the vi- 
rus can get. Pass the virus through 
enough chickens, and you end up 
with a virus so deadly that it kills ev- 
ery chicken it comes in contact with. 
Unfortunately for us, through some 
quirk of nature, the respiratory tract 
of a chicken is similar (on 
a cell receptor level) to that 
of a human. So as the virus 
gets better at infecting and 
killing chickens, the virus 
is getting better at infecting 
and killing humans as well. 

And now, there is some 
evidence that the virus may 
be reinfecting its original 
hosts — migratory aquatic 

and shore birds. This sug- 
gests that migratory bird 
species may play a role in spreading 
the virus and could potentially fly this 
factory-farmed virus to every conti- 
nent in the world. The more birds the 
virus infects, the more people who will 
be exposed and the greater the likeli- 
hood that the vims will acquire the 
means to spread easily from human to 
human — via a sneeze or a handshake. 
The next pandemic is triggered, killing 
a broadly estimated two million to one 
billion people around the globe. 

This is a harrowing prognosis, and 
the constant fear-mongering of politi- 
cians and pundits has only heightened 
the tension. US Senator Bill 
Frist even called H5N1 an 
"immense potential threat 
to American civilization." 

Despite such stern sound 
bites, official responses have 
been both inappropriate and 
insufficient. The US National 
Strategy for Pandemic Influ- 
enza-released on Novem- 
ber 1 and tellingly authored 
by the Homeland Security 
Council — focuses exclusive- 
ly on secondary measures: 
the early detection of fully 
humanized H5N1, the pro- 
duction and stockpiling of 
vaccines, the creation of 
emergency response strategies, the 
containment of local outbreaks, etc. 
The report does not mention the rela- 
tionship between H5N1 and industri- 
al poultry farming, and it encourages 
no effort on that front. This is an un- 
acceptable omission, considering that 
a United Nations press release from 


October 24 called for "much greater 
emphasis by governments and local 
authorities on combating the role of 
factory-farming, trade in live poultry 
and wildlife markets, which provide 
ideal conditions for the virus to spread 
and mutate into even more dangerous 


forms." By ignoring this connection 
and avoiding a much-needed critical 
re-examination of the poultry indus- 
try, the US and other countries have 
lost a valuable opportunity to stop 
pandemic flu before it starts. 

Instead, the blame has been cast on 
migratory wild bird species — that is, 
birds with little economic value. In 
September 2004, the prime minister 
of Thailand proposed a mass culling 
of the Asian openbill stork, a threat- 
ened species. In this case, public out- 
cry prevented the culling from taking 
place, but other birds have not been 


so lucky. Until the Vietnamese gov- 
ernment banned such measures in De- 
cember 2005, feral pigeons, egrets and 
herons were regularly exterminated in 
an effort to "empty the city skies of 
wild birds," as one local official put it. 
Wetlands may also be in danger; some 
countries are apparently thinking of 


draining watering spots popular with 
migratory fowl. 

While mass cullings of migratory 
species are still limited, the threat 
cannot be ignored. "We have to get 
away from the misconception that 
wild birds are the main problem, 
when in fact they are in 
many ways the victims 
of the disease," explains 
Niels Kanstrup of the In- 
ternational Council for 
Game and Wildlife Con- 
servation. Indeed, a recent 
UN task force identified 
36 threatened aquatic 
bird species that may be 
particularly susceptible 
to H5N1, including the 
Northern bald ibis, Orien- 
tal stork, Siberian crane and sociable 
lapwing. The last thing that these 
and other vulnerable species need is 
a concerted effort to kill them and 
destroy their critical habitat, which 
is what may end up happening if 
a full-blown hysteria begins. And 
even if migrating birds are respon- 
sible for the spread of the disease, 
says Jan Veen of Wetlands Interna- 
tional, killing them would "interfere 
with group migrations and disperse 
individuals or small groups of birds 
over a much wider area, thus mag- 
nifying the risks of contact with 
domestic birds." It is clear 
that persecuting migratory 
birds and the ecosystems 
that support them is a dan- 
gerous distraction from the 
real threat posed by factory- 
farmed poultry. 

Yet, even domestic fowl 
"§. cannot be held responsible 
| for this deadly flu strain. 
Chickens did not create the 
virus, humans did — with all 
the greed, cruelty and igno- 
rance that so often define 
our interactions with other 
species. Now more than ever, 
it should be obvious that hu- 
manity's lust for cheap meat 
not only leads directly to the suffering 
and deaths of billions of animals every 
year, but threatens the health of our 
planet, as well as our own. 

Josh is an editor at the EF! Journal. 
Leafy Snewts is a potted plant and 
Josh's imaginary friend. Both are cur- 
rently domesticated. 


“We have to get away from the 
misconception that wild birds are the 
main problem, when in fact they are in 
many ways the victims of the disease.” 

— Niels Kanstrup, International Council 
for Game and Wildlife Conservation 



The milky stork is one of many bird species threatened by both 
avian flu and human attempts to combat the disease. 
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Indigenous Diaspora Farmers in 

A Struggle for Autonomy 

the Los Angeles Urban Core 


by Dr. Devon G. Pena 

At the urban core of one of world's most important cit- 
ies — Los Angeles, California — lies the amazing, 14-acre ur- 
ban farm known as the South Central Community Garden. 
South Central is very likely the largest urban farm in Califor- 
nia and one of the biggest in the US. A diverse community 
has grown up around it, organized and led by women from 
across an assorted rainbow of indigenous Mesoamerican 
cultures — Mixtec, Conjobal, Tojolobal, Triqui, Tzeltal, Ya- 
qui, Nahuatl, Zapotec, Chicana/o and other lines of descent. 
This diverse, multiethnic community has relied on a too- 
rare piece of urban open space to grow food, while becoming 
more self-reliant, cre- 
ating a sense of place, 
and producing the so- 
cial and cultural capi- 
tal that underlies its 
search for sustainabil- 
ity and camaraderie. 

South Central Farm- 
ers Feeding Families is a 
grassroots organization 
of 350 families with 
plots at the garden. The 
farmers created this 
collective in September 
2003, in response to 
development-oriented 
city land-use poli- 
tics, which consider 
the self-organization 
of urban communi- 
ties to be a threat. The 
City of Los Angeles be- 
trayed the community 
by reversing a 1992 de- 
cision dedicating the land for a community garden, and sold 
it back to a developer. The farmers are resisting this act of 
malicious development with nonviolent civil disobedience. 

The farm is the community's space for the produc- 
tion of food sovereignty and environmental security. For 
many families, it is the only thing that separates them 
from hunger and allows them to pursue healthy nutrition 
through traditional cuisines, thus avoiding the obesity, 
diabetes and related problems that come from switching 
to a super-sized diet of Big Gulps and Big Macs. To be dis- 
placed in this case is to suffer the loss of a relationship 
between people and the land that the rest of us should be 
emulating as a model of just sustainability. 


In a collective fashion, the farmers manage a green 
landscape mosaic filled with native row crops, fruit-bear- 
ing trees and vines, medicinal herbs and cacti. The bio- 
logical and cultural abundance created by the indigenous 
farmers represents a threat to the neoliberal development 
model of privatized urban space that is championed by 
developers, in concert with city planners and attorneys. 

There is a larger context. Mexico's Native ethnic groups 
have created one of the world's great centers of agricul- 
tural innovation and botanical knowledge. Mexico is a 
"Vavilov Center," one of the world's only ancestral spots 
involved in the original domestication of wild plants, 
including mainstays of the global diet like maize, beans, 

squash, chocolate, 
tomato, sweet potato, 
avocado, guayaba and 
chayote. The South 
Central Farmers are 
contemporary stew- 
ards of a significant 
world cultural and 
ecological heritage. 

I visited South Cen- 
tral in June and July 
to initiate a pilot study 
of plant biodiversity 
in this remarkable ur- 
ban agro-ecosystem. 
Many of these plants 
have spiritual signifi- 
cance and are keys to 
b sustaining a sense of 
| place and a connec- 
tion to the Earth. 
The pochote is an ex- 
ample of a sacred tree 
cultivated at South 
Central, a tree called the "Tail of Mother Earth" among 
the Mixtec. The botanical range at the South Central gar- 
den includes an estimated 100 to 150 species, and nine 
out of every 10 is a pre-Contact landrace variety — mean- 
ing that these plants are, essentially, 5,000-year-old Na- 
tive heirlooms. 

The urban garden created by South Central farmers rep- 
licates the huerto familiar, or hometown kitchen garden, 
of Mesoamerica. A quick comparison of the classic Maya 
kitchen garden in Mexico and the typical modern fam- 
ily plot at South Central reveals that the gardeners are 
growing the familiar sacred trinity of maize, beans and 
squash. They are also growing avocado, banana, and the 



“Casita," or little house. Many South Central farmers build a sense of place and create a 
space for family and community gatherings by gracing their garden plots with a little shade. 


traditional aromatic and medicinal herbs that are main- 
stays of the classic Mexican hortaliza, or herb patch. 

The gardens are important as sources of fresh organ- 
ic vegetables, fruits and herbs to supplement a family's 
food security. South Central farmers link the field to the 
kitchen table, a subsistence and barter approach that is es- 
pecially important to low-income, "food insecure" house- 
holds. Urban kitchen and collectively organized gardens 
are impressive for their scope, vigor, cultural significance 
and role in struggles for more sustainably just cities. 

These jardincitos are iconic spiritual and political symbols 
of a process involving nothing less than the reterritorial- 
ization of place as a home by transnational communities. 
How the gardeners at South Central manage their space 
collectively is thus a work-in-progress and is, by neces- 
sity, an adaptive process that seeks to be responsive to the 
needs of a diverse community. In this sense, South Cen- 
tral Community Garden is a significant cultural ecological 
heritage landscape that merits protection as a world-class 
example of a just and 
sustainable form of 
new urbanism. 

So why has the City 
of Los Angeles decided 
to sell the land to a de- 
veloper and evict the 
350 farming families 
at South Central? The 
Los Angeles city charter 
allows it to sell prop- 
erty that it determines 
it no longer needs, but 
only after complying 
with various proce- 
dures designed to en- 
sure that the city does 
not squander resources 
in the sale. The sale of 
the garden property to 
development interests 
did not comply with 
these procedures. Nev- 
ertheless, the California Court of Appeals held that the city 
did not have to comply with these provisions because it 
had not determined that it no longer needed the garden 
property. This situation leaves the South Central Farmers 
exposed to the impunity of developer Ralph Horowitz, 
who has expressed an extreme desire to demolish the com- 
munity farm as soon as possible. 

Since mid-October, the farmers have been squatting 
the land in an act of nonviolent civil disobedience. They 
have created a vibrant and growing network of support- 
ers, including groups as diverse as Mujeres de la Tierra, 
Southern California Anarchist Federation, ANSWER-Los 
Angeles, Service Employees International Union Latino 
Committee and the Los Angeles Coalition to End Hun- 
ger and Homelessness. They are also attracting national 
media attention. Los Angeles Mayor Antonio Villarai- 
gosa was recently queried by students at Harvard Uni- 
versity, who demanded to know why his city wanted to 
evict grandmothers and mothers who tend garden plots 
while sharing traditional knowledge with children and 


keeping youth away from gangs and drugs. 

This space has a long-contested history in the decades- 
long struggle against environmental racism in Los Ange- 
les. In the 1980s, the Concerned Citizens of South Central, 
led by Juanita Tate, successfully resisted the city's efforts 
to use the site for trash incinerators. The activists instead 
created an alternative "third space” compatible with the 
needs of the community — the South Central garden. 

"The garden is the smallest parcel of the world and then 
it is the totality of the world," wrote Michel Foucault. 
South Central is a relatively small parcel of agricultural 
land in the behemoth of Greater Los Angeles. The process 
of re-envisioning a sustainable and just city must not be 
diminished by the encroachment of the heartless soul of 
post-industrial, urban neoliberalism. 

Deep-rooted social movements for ecological democra- 
cy have indeed arisen in urban core communities across 
the US. The emergence of these movements is a result 
of decades-long struggles by communities to control 

their own ecological 
and economic futures. 
Against the surveil- 
lance grids, jacked-up 
ecological footprints 
and fragmented, pas- 
tiche-like architectural 
echoes of failed subur- 
bia, inner-city urban 
forms are being rein- 
vented and reshaped 
from the bottom up. 

Los Angeles needs 
a dozen more urban 
farms like South Cen- 
tral, not to destroy a 
singular natural and 
cultural asset and re- 
place it with more of 
the same: an impover- 
ished, concrete-laced 
and homogenous land- 
scape, and more com- 
munity displacement and environmental degradation 
brought about through the enclosure of our cherished 
common spaces. 

The creation of the "third space" at South Central over 
the past 13 years must be valued and defended as a key 
moment in the struggle for environmental justice. It is an 
iconic struggle, going deep into the roots of human rela- 
tionships with the land as the source of life; going deep 
into the cultural values that define the self-governing 
practices of grassroots new urbanism; and thus bringing 
the social and ecological sides of sustainability into focus 
and fusion. 

For more information, contact South Central Farmers 
Feeding Families; (909) 605-3136; southcentralfarmers@ 
hotmail.com; www.southcentralfarmers.com. 

Dr. Devon G. Pena is a professor of anthropology and eth- 
nic studies at the University of Washington-Seattle and is a 
faculty member of the interdisciplinary graduate program in 
environmental anthropology. His most recent book is Mexican 
Americans and the Environment: Tierra y Vida. 
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us runuws war on 

AMERICAN INDIAN MOVRWNT: 


AHT ANNA MAT PICTOU^AOUaSH STopY 


by Billie Pierre 

In the past few years, the memory of 
Anna Mae Pictou-Aquash — an Ameri- 
can Indian Movement (AIM) leader 
from the Mi'kmaq Nation in Nova 
Scotia, Canada — has been reduced to 
that of a helpless woman who was 
murdered by her own allies. In reality, 
her murder is part of a ruthless cam- 
paign waged by the US government — a 
campaign that, far from being ancient 
history, is still unfolding today. 

Thirty years after the death of Pictou- 
Aquash, the US government has re- 
newed its war against the last remnants 
of AIM. As in the 1970s, this attack is 
only part of a larger war to gain control 
over Native lands and resources. 


The New Indian Wars 

The US made its first violent attack 
against AIM in 1973, in what became 
known as the Bureau of Indian Af- 
fairs (BIA) Takeover. Natives had been 
conducting a peaceful protest outside 
the BIA headquarters in Washington, 
DC, when they were attacked by riot 
police. In response, the Natives barri- 
caded themselves inside the building, 
smashed up offices and took top-secret 
documents. These documents proved 
that the government was illegally 
handing out reservation land, water 
and mineral rights to corporations. 

That same year, AIM launched a 
campaign on the Pine Ridge Reser- 
vation in South Dakota. Dick Wil- 
son, the corrupt tribal president, 


had created a paramilitary force 
with stolen federal program fund- 
ing. With his control of the reser- 
vation secured by force, Wilson set 
about ceding uranium-rich areas of 
the sacred Black Hills to the federal 
government. AIM assisted in protect- 
ing Pine Ridge's traditional families 
from the constant onslaught of vio- 
lence, which culminated in the AIM 
occupation and government siege 
of Wounded Knee in the Spring of 
1973. From 1973 to 1976, the people 
of Pine Ridge lived under the "Reign 
of Terror" — more than 76 Natives, 
mainly traditional Lakota and AIM 
members, were murdered, primarily 
by Wilson's Guardians of the Oglala 
Nation (GOONs). 
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On June 26, 1975 — while Wilson 
was in Washington, DC, signing away 
an eighth of the reservation — the FBI 
launched an attack on an AIM camp 
at Pine Ridge. The US was dealt a hu- 
miliating blow — two FBI agents lost 
their lives. Although Joe Stuntz Kill- 
sright, a Native warrior, was killed in 
the shoot-out, an estimated 40 Native 
men, women and children escaped. 

The FBI Gets Personal 

In extreme rage, the FBI violently 
harassed Lakota families. They draft- 
ed a list of people that they suspected 
were present at the shoot-out, and 
they blamed Leonard Peltier, Bob Ro- 
bideau, Dino Butler and Jimmy Eagle 
for killing the agents. The four young 
men went on the run. Butler and Ro- 
bideau were eventually arrested, tried 
and acquitted by an all-white jury, so 
the FBI targeted Peltier for the "mur- 
der" of the agents. Of course, there 
has never been an investigation into 
Stuntz Killsright's death. 

At this time, Pictou-Aquash was 
"snitch-jacketed" by the FBI. This tac- 
tic of the FBI's Counter-Intelligence 
Program (COINTELPRO) undermined 
valuable members of a group by cast- 
ing them in suspicious situations. 
Wherever Pictou-Aquash went, arrests 
would follow. She'd be released, while 
other AIM members were slapped with 
charges and high bail. In September 
1975, FBI Agent David Price attempt- 
ed to force her to sign an affidavit im- 
plicating Peltier for the murder of the 
two FBI agents. She refused to cooper- 
ate, and Price promised her that she 
wouldn't live to see the year's end. 

Pictou-Aquash went underground, 
turning to AIM for protection and 
putting her fears of the FBI in writing. 
In late February, her body was found 
outside of Wanbli, on Pine Ridge. 
Four FBI agents joined the "investi- 
gation," including Price. They cut off 
her hands for "fingerprint analysis," 
and despite the visible bullet hole in 
the back of her head, they determined 
that the cause of her death was expo- 
sure. They quickly arranged for her to 
be buried as a Jane Doe. 

After this cover-up came to light, 
the FBI released a statement announc- 
ing that Pictou-Aquash was not a gov- 
ernment informant. As intended, this 
statement insinuated that AIM might 
have believed Pictou-Aquash to be an 
informant and murdered her. 


Resurrecting the Investigation 

After nearly three decades of dor- 
mancy, law enforcement attempts to 
"solve" the murder of Pictou-Aquash 
recently resumed, with a surprising 
number of former AIM members ac- 
cepting and promoting the FBI's ver- 
sion of events. On March 30, 2003, 
two Native men were accused of her 
murder — John Graham and Arlo 
Looking Cloud. There is no credible 
evidence linking either man to the 
crime, and their prosecution seems 
like nothing more than an effort to 
destroy what little remains of AIM. 

US Marshal Robert Ecoffey has 
played a prominent role in resurrect- 
ing the investigation. Ecoffey got his 
start in law enforcement as a GOON in 
the 1970s, and he participated in the 
Oglala shoot-out. In the 1990s, after 
becoming the first Native US Marshal 
in history, Ecoffey resurrected the 
Pictou-Aquash murder investigation 
and followed FBI claims that AIM 
was responsible. Ecoffey and Denver, 
Colorado Detective Abe Alonzo spent 
years visiting and questioning Look- 
ing Cloud about the murder. 

The Arlo Looking Cloud Trial 

Looking Cloud is an Oglala Lakota 
and a father of two. He also has se- 
rious substance abuse problems that 
were exploited by Ecoffey and Alonzo 
during their investigation. In March 
2003, in an alleged confession video- 
taped by Ecoffey, Looking Cloud ad- 
mitted to being under the influence 
of alcohol. Alonzo then fed him lead- 
ing questions, and Looking Cloud 
slurred contradictory answers. He al- 
legedly confessed that he had been 
the unwitting accomplice in Pictou- 
Aquash's execution by AIM. He stated 
that he witnessed Graham take her to 
the edge of a ravine and shoot her in 
the back of the head. 

Looking Cloud was denied the right 
to choose his own lawyer. During his 
trial, every witness for the prosecution 
presented AIM in the most negative 
light possible, and they contradicted 
each other in their testimonies. Many 
people could have been called as de- 
fense witnesses, to testify that Pic- 
tou-Aquash had been afraid of the 
FBI, not AIM. But the defense called 
only one witness — FBI Agent Price! 
He was questioned for 10 minutes on 
Pictou-Aquash and whether she was 
continued on next page 


Global Warming is 
Hammering Oceans 

The theory that global warming 
could paradoxically send Europe 
into the next ice age garnered sup- 
port on December 1, with the re- 
lease of a report that Gulf Stream 
currents are slowing. According 
to Britain's National Oceanogra- 
phy Centre-Southampton, there 
has been a 30 percent slowdown 
in this warm, northeast-flowing 
current during the past 12 years. 
If this trend continues, tempera- 
tures in Europe could drop by 
more than 10 degrees Fahrenheit 
in the next 20 years. 

Meanwhile, rising tempera- 
tures in the Pacific Ocean and 
North Sea have caused an un- 
precedented collapse in sea life. 
With plankton unable to sur- 
vive in warmer waters, massive 
numbers of birds and fish have 
starved. In 2005, 80 times as 
many dead cormorants as usual 
washed up on Pacific Northwest 
beaches. "In 50 years, this has 
never happened," said Bill Peter- 
son of the National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration. 

Tongass Protected for Now 

A federal appeals court has 
struck down a management plan 
allowing the logging of roadless 
areas in Alaska's Tongass National 
Forest. In an overarching decision, 
the US Ninth Circuit Court of Ap- 
peals ruled that the US Forest Ser- 
vice (USFS) had failed to take into 
account the impacts of logging 
on wildlife and did not consider 
management plans that would re- 
duce logging in roadless areas. The 
ruling also charged that the USFS 
grossly exaggerated the demand 
for timber in the Tongass to justify 
logging in roadless areas. 

The Tongass is the largest na- 
tional forest in the US, containing 
17 million acres — nine million of 
which are roadless. It also holds 
the largest intact, temperate rain- 
forest in the world. 
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support and comfort that the LPDC... 
continues to give to John Graham 
and the John Graham Defense Com- 
mittee.... I personally will be over- 
joyed when the Canadian courts rule 
to return John Graham. . . to the US to 
answer for this brutal murder. I will 
pray that his extradition contributes 
to an escalation of this case." 

Another turncoat is Russell Means, 
the charismatic national director of 
AIM during the 1970s. Since then, he 
has moved on to Hollywood, starring 
in The Last of the Mohicans and Disney's 


Pocahontas. Means also has assisted the 
Republican Party in campaigning on 
Pine Ridge. 

In 1998, Means publicly accused Gra- 
ham and Looking Cloud of murdering 
Pictou-Aquash and demanded that the 
courts hand down indictments. Fol- 
lowing Looking Cloud's conviction, 
however, Means called it a travesty of 
justice. Obviously, he is on whatever 
side brings him the most attention. 

Kelly White, a former AIM member, 
runs a Native issues radio show in Van- 
couver. A few years before Graham was 


arrested, she began to target him for 
defamation. At a Peltier support event 
in Vancouver, she got up on stage and 
accused Graham of murdering Pictou- 
Aquash, although she didn't have any 
evidence to back this up. Her person- 
ality is vindictive, and over the years 
she's targeted various people in the 
community, including those who 
have supported Graham's struggle 
against extradition. 

This behavior is unacceptable; a ba- 
sic principle of any resistance move- 
ment is non-collaboration with the 
enemy. As Peltier has written 
regarding the arrest of Gra- 
ham: "When we talk of sover- 
eignty, we must be willing to 
solve our own problems and 
not go running to the oppres- 
sor for relief.... We have been 
and still are at odds with the 
most dangerous, well-funded, 
strongest military and politi- 
cal organization in the history 
of the world." 

Active Betrayal 

John Trudell, a onetime 
AIM spokesperson turned 
actor and musician, is also 
helping the FBI pin Pictou- 
Aquash's murder on former 
AIM members. Trudell's tes- 
timony at Looking Cloud's 
trial can be summed up as: 
"Though I have no recollec- 
tion of ever meeting Looking 
Cloud, he tracked me down 
and confessed his role in Anna 
Mae's murder — but until this 
time, I chose to stay silent." 
Graham's extradition was 
made possible by Trudell's 
positive identification of him 
to the FBI. 

Former AIM member Ka- 
mook Nichols also gave testimony at 
Looking Cloud's trial. She stated that 
Dennis Banks, her former husband and 
cofounder of AIM, and Peltier believed 
that Pictou-Aquash was working for 
the FBI. Nichols stated that they had 
planned to bomb strategic locations on 
Pine Ridge and wanted Pictou-Aquash's 
fingerprints on the explosives. 

Not only did the FBI give Nichols 
immunity, it also gave her $42,000 
for her cooperation. She also admitted 
to wearing a wire for the FBI over the 
years. It is suspected that Nichols may 


Anna Mae Pictou-Aquash 


continued from previous page 
an FBI informant. Looking Cloud's 
lawyer made few motions and did 
not challenge Ecoffey and Alonzo's 
manipulation of his client. Looking 
Cloud was not allowed to take the 
stand to defend himself; all that was 
shown was the videotaped interview 
that he had given. In February 2004, 
after a four-day trial, Looking Cloud 
was convicted of aiding and abetting 
in the murder of Pictou-Aquash, and 
he was sentenced to life in prison. 
Looking Cloud's subsequent appeal 
was denied. 

In October, Looking Cloud 
fired his most recent lawyer. 
Unfortunately, without much 
more widespread support in 
the US and Canada, he is un- 
likely to challenge the dirty 
tactics used to convict him. 

AIM Cooperation 
with the FBI 

Sadly, many former mem- 
bers of AIM are now cooper- 
ating with the FBI's renewed 
war on the movement. 

Robideau now lives in 
Spain, where he operates a 
"Native museum" and does 
workshops on "Native art" 
for Europeans. Robideau has 
also profited from Robert 
Redford's Incident at Oglala, 
a documentary about the 
1975 shoot-out. In this movie, 
Robideau perpetuates rumors 
of a "Mr. X" — the man who 
really murdered the FBI 
agents. Rather than exoner- 
ating Peltier, this creates an 
opportunity for the FBI to 
possibly prosecute more AIM 
members for the shootings. 
Robideau also perpetuates the 
rumor that Peltier once interrogated 
Pictou-Aquash with a gun, suspecting 
that she was working for the FBI. 

In the wake of Pictou-Aquash's 
death, Robideau stated that the FBI 
killed her "because they knew she 
was one of us and wouldn't talk." 
But in February 2004, he claimed: "I 
for one applaud the verdict of guilty 
in the Arlo Looking Cloud case." A 
month later, Robideau resigned from 
the Leonard Peltier Defense Commit- 
tee (LPDC) "after several discussions 
with this group regarding the ongoing 
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have implicated her ex-husband for 
personal reasons; it has been document- 
ed that Pictou-Aquash and Banks were 
having an affair — something Nichols 
has known of since August 1975. 

Nichols' testimony is suspect for 
another reason: In September 2004, 
she married Robert Ecoffey, following 
a five-year-long relationship. 

John Graham 

On December 1, 2003, John Gra- 
ham, a Southern Tuchone from the 
Yukon and a father of eight, was ar- 
rested in Vancouver, Canada, for the 
murder of Pictou-Aquash. To raise his 
$50,000 bail, his family had to sell 
their trap-line, their traditional way 
of living off the land. In early 2005, 
the government of British Columbia 
approved his extradition to the US. 
His appeal is scheduled for June. 

Graham is a warrior. As a young 
man, he went to South Dakota to join 
the AIM campaign on Pine Ridge. 
Over the years, he has continued to 
make great contributions to indig- 
enous resistance to uranium mining. 
I've met many people who've worked 
with him and have heard only good 
things about him. Unlike many for- 
mer AIM members, he refuses to co- 
operate with the FBI and refuses to 
implicate anyone for any reason. 

Graham has stated that Pictou- 
Aquash was his sister and that they 
stuck together because Natives from 
Canada tended to be given a hard 
time by their US brothers and sis- 
ters. His job was to transport Pictou- 
Aquash, who was hiding from Agent 
Price and a violent infiltrator named 
Douglas Durham. Graham has stated 
that he drove her from Denver to a 
safe house on Pine Ridge. 

Graham says that the FBI started 
to visit him in the Yukon during the 
mid-1990s. On four separate visits, 
they offered him immunity and a new 
identity if he testified that any of the 
former AIM leaders had ordered Pic- 
tou-Aquash's execution. He refused. 
On their last visit, they stated that 
this would be his final chance to co- 
operate; if he would not testify, they 
would charge him with her murder. 

During Graham's extradition hear- 
ing, Peltier submitted an affidavit 
stating that he had been offered his 
freedom within ten days if he signed 
an affidavit to implicate John Graham 


in Anna Mae's murder. Peltier refused. 

There is no physical evidence against 
Graham, only more unreliable, FBI- 
tainted testimony. Furthermore, US and 
Canadian court systems have no juris- 
diction or authority over indigenous 
people. We have the right to practice 
our own justice system — something 
recognized in Canadian law. 

Ongoing Political Repression 
of Indigenous Resistance in 
British Columbia 

Graham's current legal struggle re- 
flects the political repression faced by 
Native activists who have defended 
their land and their traditional way 
of life. Most of British Columbia has 
never been ceded to any colonial gov- 
ernment, and the indigenous nations 
living there have full jurisdiction over 
their lands and resources. 

British Columbia is very rich in nat- 
ural resources — it has the eighth-high- 
est mineral potential in the world. 
The province also has plans to carve 
up the mountains with wall-to-wall 
ski resorts by 2010. Currently, there 
is much indigenous resistance to min- 
ing and resort development. The most 
extreme case was the Gustafsen Lake 
stand-off in 1995, when the govern- 
ment deployed 400 Royal Canadian 
Mounted Police tactical-assault-team 
members to kill about 20 Natives who 
had defied a trespass notice and were 
living within their traditional tribal 
territories. Since then, dozens of Na- 
tive people who have defended their 
lands have been criminalized. 

John Graham and Arlo Looking 
Cloud's current struggle for their own 
freedom is a clear message being sent 
out to all Native land defenders. This 
is a threat being made against anyone 
who dares to stand up to the corpo- 
rations that are stealing our lands. 
Now is the time to come together 
and make a strong stand. We will be 
tested more in the coming years. 

For more info., contact the John Gra- 
ham Defense Committee, 15 Firth Rd, 
Whitehorse, Yukon Y1A 4R5, Canada; 
(867) 633-2480; info@grahamdefense. 
org; www.grahamdefense.org; Native 
YouthMovement(NYM)-CoastSalishTer- 
ritories, nymchapter604@hotmail.com; 
users.resist.ca/~wolvesnotsheep. 

Billie Pierre is a Nlaka'Pamux/Sault- 
eaux woman based in Vancouver. She's a 
NYM OG and joined in 1 995. 


Wolves Increase Diversity 

Thanks to the 1995 reintroduc- 
tion of wolves to Yellowstone Na- 
tional Park, willows are thriving 
once again, after decades of near- 
absence. The Yellowstone Wolf 
Project reports that with wolves 
once again roaming the area, 
many elk have sought the safety 
of higher ground. As a result of 
less intensive grazing, willows, 
cottonwoods and aspen stands 
have all come back to life. 

This increase in vegetation has 
had many other beneficial effects. 
The trees stabilize stream banks 
and shade creeks, improving wa- 
ter quality for native fish. They 
provide food for beavers, which 
have consequently returned to 
the area. Bird populations have 
also increased in areas where veg- 
etation stands have grown. These 
findings point to the interdepen- 
dence of species in ecosystems 
and to the important role that 
predators play. 

GE to Clean Up Hudson 

Three decades after General 
Electric (GE) stopped dump- 
ing polychlorinated biphenyls 
(PCBs) into the Hudson River, the 
company has agreed to partially 
clean up its toxic legacy. Starting 
in 2007, in what will be one of 
the largest industrial cleanups in 
history, GE will dredge the PCB- 
contaminated mud from the 
Hudson and bring it to a process- 
ing facility. 

While some have applauded 
GE, others note that it has not 
agreed to the full plan. Phase one 
involves dredging the heaviest 
PCB deposits, at a cost of $100 
million. Phase two involves dredg- 
ing mud with lower PCB concen- 
trations over a much larger area, 
and will cost up to $500 million. 
GE refuses to commit to phase 
two until it is done with the 
first phase. Federal officials have 
threatened legal action if GE does 
not cooperate. 
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The World's Largest 


Fighting for Pantanal 


by Skyler Simmons 

The struggle to save Brazilian wil- 
derness was taken to a new level on 
November 13, when Francisco An- 
selmo de Barros set himself on fire 
to protest the construction of sugar- 
cane alcohol factories in the Panta- 
nal wetlands. 

Barros, a dedicated environmen- 
talist for more than 30 years, immo- 
lated himself in Campo Grande, the 
capital of the state of Mato Grosso 
do Sul, at the end of a large protest 
against the proposed alcohol plants, 
which would provide millions of 
Brazilian cars with "biofuel." In a 
note left to family and friends, Bar- 
ros said that he took this action be- 
cause it was "the only way to wake 
people up," and called on others 


to "continue the struggle." Barros 
died the following day in a Campo 
Grande hospital. 

The Pantanal covers almost 64,000 
square miles of western Brazil, mak- 
ing it the largest freshwater wetland 
in the world. Rich in biodiversity, it 
contains more than 650 bird, 190 
mammal, 50 reptile, 270 fish and 
1,100 butterfly species. The region is 
under increasing attack from indus- 
trial agriculture, infrastructure mega- 
projects, irrigation and mining. 

The alcohol plants and their ac- 
companying sugarcane plantations 
are particularly devastating to the 
Pantanal wetlands, due to their vora- 
cious consumption of water. In this 
case, the proposed factories would 
suck water out of the Paraguay River, 
a major life source for the Pantanal. 


In the words of Alcides Faria, Barros' 
wife, operating these factories would 
be like "cutting the veins" of the Pan- 
tanal. Furthermore, sugarcane planta- 
tions disrupt the natural water flow 
in these delicate wetlands, turning vi- 
brant aquatic ecosystems into mono- 
culture wastelands. One only has to 
look at the devastation caused by the 
sugar industry in the Everglades of 
south Florida to see what will become 
of the Pantanal if this industry is al- 
lowed to thrive. 

Barros is not the first Brazilian to 
take drastic measures in defense of 
the Pantanal wetlands. In October, 
Roman Catholic Bishop Luiz Flavio 
Cappio went on a death fast, saying 
that he wouldn't eat until the gov- 
ernment gave up plans to divert wa- 
ter from the Sao Francisco River for 


'ProKi'f / 1 


ELF Torches Greek Biotech Lab 

On November 13, the Earth Liberation Front (ELF) in 
Greece torched a truck that was being used as a mobile 
laboratory for testing genetically modified plants. The 
truck was owned by Pioneer Hi Bred, a subsidiary of Du- 
Pont; damage was estimated at $100,000. 

In a communique, the ELF accused Pioneer and Du- 
Pont of genetically polluting more than 260 acres of 
corn being raised by more than 100 Greek farmers. The 
ELF further declared that "the intervention in the ge- 
netic material of humans, plants or animals represents 
an attack on all of life." 

Brazilian Pulp Mill Occupied 

On October 6, approximately 300 Tupinikim and 
Guarani indigenous people in Brazil occupied three of 
the largest pulp mills in the world — all owned by pulp 
and timber giant Aracruz Celulose. The mills had been 
built on the ancestral Tupinikim village of Macacos. 

The communities were protesting the damage that 
Aracruz Celulose has done to their rivers, forests and 


culture, and demanding that the corporation with- 
draw from their traditional lands. In addition, the 
protesters demanded an end to the timber company's 
interference in the government process to demarcate 
indigenous lands. 

Plum Creek Scum-Splattered 

Three Plum Creek Timber offices and three private 
homes in Portland, Maine, were vandalized in the dark 
hours of October 31. The Halloween spree was the latest in 
a string of incidents aimed at the Seattle-based timber firm 
for its plan to develop thousands of acres in the Mooseh- 
ead Lake region (see EF!J September-October 2005). 

The damaged homes belonged to Plum Creek execu- 
tives. In addition to splattering paint and breaking win- 
dows, the saboteurs dumped animal carcasses, feces and 
foul-smelling chemicals at the sites. 

Blockades Against Amazon Pipeline 

Residents of the Peruvian Amazon are rising up 
against the Camisea natural gas project, which has been 
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Wetlands Under Attack 


northeastern Brazilian agriculture. 
President Luiz Inacio "Lula" da Silva 
intervened, saying that he would re- 
examine the plan, and Cappio end- 
ed his fast. But the bishop warned 
that his fast will resume if the irriga- 
tion plan moves forward, implying 
that the death of the river would be 
his death. 

Unfortunately, irrigation and alco- 
hol production are just the tip of the 
melting iceberg in terms of threats to 
the Pantanal. According to a study 
by the United Nations University, a 
rise in temperature of just 7 degrees 
Fahrenheit caused by global warm- 
ing could completely "eliminate" this 
wetland ecosystem. Since wetlands 
hold approximately one-sixth of the 
terrestrial carbon on the planet, sig- 
nificant disruptions such as the dry- 
ing out of the Pantanal could lead 
to further releases of carbon dioxide, 
creating what is known as a positive 
feedback loop: more carbon would be 
released because of the higher tem- 
peratures created by excess carbon, 



Francisco Anselmo de Barros 


leading to still higher temperatures 
and the release of more carbon.... 

On another front, the governor 
of Mato Grosso do Sul has proposed 
to sell mining rights for the entire 
Pantanal reserve to a London-based 
mining giant called Rio Tinto. This 


company mined 100 million tons 
of ore last year worldwide, and says 
that if granted the rights to the Pan- 
tanal, it will increase its production 
fivefold. Part of its plan is to build 
a new steel mill, as well as railways 
through the wetlands. 

Another proposed project for the 
Pantanal is the Parana-Paraguay wa- 
terway, to open the area to large 
ships. This project would require mas- 
sive amounts of dredging and would 
change the course of the river in sev- 
eral places, doing permanent damage 
to the surrounding wetlands. 

The people of Brazil are still fighting 
these projects in the hopes of protect- 
ing this magnificent wetland where 
giant anteaters, jaguars and howler 
monkeys spend their lives. In the 
words of Francisco Anselmo de Bar- 
ros, "As we cannot vote to save Panta- 
nal, we will give our lives to save it." 

Skyler Simmons fantasizes about throw- 
ing corporate CEOs into sludge ponds 
when he's not busy chopping wood or dig- 
ging gardens. 


devastating river ecosystems and the communities that 
depend on them. On September 30, thousands of indig- 
enous residents, armed with spears and arrows, block- 
aded ships from transporting materials for the project. 
On October 16, locals seized the airport at Atalaya and 
blockaded a highway in protest. 

In the past nine months, Camisea's liquid gas pipeline 
has ruptured three times, contaminating local rivers and 
prompting mass evacuations. The indigenous protesters 
are demanding 12.5 percent royalties from the project 
as compensation. 

"The contamination of the Ucayali and Urubamba 
rivers has left us without fish, the main food source for 
our people,” said Dante Navarro, mayor of Atalaya. "Our 
rivers have become a trash dump, and... our people are 
poisoned with skin diseases.” 

Kyrgyzstanis Block Mine 

On November 14, protesters from three Kyrgyzstan 
communities blockaded the sole road to the Kumtor 
gold mine, demanding compensation for health prob- 
lems caused by a 1998 cyanide spill. They set up three 
large yurts in the road in order to maintain the blockade 
round-the-clock. It was the third such blockade within 
a year. 


Canada-based Centerra Gold has paid two million 
dollars in compensation to the Kyrgyzstani govern- 
ment, but the protesters are demanding $8,500 for each 
family affected by the accident. 

ALF Reaches Beyond the Grave 

On October 13, the Animal Liberation Front (ALF) in 
Sussex, England, burned and destroyed a BMW belong- 
ing to the widow of Alexander Grant, the late managing 
director of Swiss pharmaceutical giant Roche. 

In a communique, the ALF sent a warning to "people 
who sign contracts with or deal with" the notorious 
vivisection firm Huntingdon Life Sciences: "Your deci- 
sions will come back to haunt you forever, even when 
you have gone." 

ELFs on the Loose in Montana 

On October 3, the Earth Liberation Front (ELF) vandal- 
ized a lumber company construction site in Bozeman, 
Montana. An electrical box and several construction 
vehicles were damaged, to a cost of $3,000. The letters 
"ELF" were spray-painted at the site. 

Rick Ogle, co-owner of Kenyon Noble Lumber and 
Hardware, declined comment except to say that the 
company has never been targeted before. 
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As Is 

A « the setting of the sun 

reveals 
at nightfall 
the beauty 
of the stars 

So the fading chlorophyll 
reveals ^ 

in autumn 
the leaves' bright 
yellows, reds, and oranges. 

As the autumn 
is 

to the year 
So the sunset 
is 

to the day. 

And the winter 
is the year's 
starry night. 

Kirk Lumpkin 
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the wolf sees clearly 
into the distance 
it is not obscured 

she sees the mists freeze 
as though stalked, 
and dissipate 

up through the boughs 


Sleeping on Our Property 

I hear them in the autumn darkness 
Singing and calling 
In great musical fecundity 
Crickets and cousins 

Enlivening the night with tiny voices deafening 
And I don't think 
They crawl away to rest, 

I think they must be 
Sleeping on our property. 


Probably a dozen species, or more! 

And individuals — hundreds! 

Sleeping here unauthorized. 

Or are we sleeping on their property? 
Hm...what is sleeping here? 

What muscles of Earth resting 
To someday rise as tiny voices deafening 
Unaware for miles around 
That anyone has ever understood 
The concept of property? 

— Jenny McBride 


Contemplating Black Bear 

I contemplate 

the evening black bear 

It's like a 

spirit animal has 


of the tangled wild forest 
that exist within the depths 
of her lovers eyes 

he breathes them away, and they drift 
up to meet the clarity 
of the brilliant moon 

which casts shards of recognition 

and clears the way to 

glimmering dancing waifs 
of truthful souls 

along paths of invisible 
radiant lichen 

seen only when the dark and senses 
are combined by the gift of trust 
and the strength of being 
alive and true 

the wolves outrun the mist 
they desert the valley of sickness 

and keep climbing 

to where the mother's breath is fresh 
and her moon's gaze steady. 

they find the reality they seek. 

— little bear 



come calling 
"I've never had a 
black bear rummage 
my garbage cans before" 
say I 

"you've never had 
garbage cans before" 
replies the daughter, 
teenagers! 

Must I enter 
trance states 
Go w/o sleep, 
eat sacred brownie 
Then sit, 
blanket over lap 
& wait? 

Go deep into 
spirit world 
Garbage rattles 
signals spirits 
arrival, 

anticipation fills night. 

"O sensei, 
we must not fail" 

I send prayers 
to kitchen goddess 
Sustenance carries hunters 
far into 
dream worlds 
eternal darkness, 

black bear stalks unconsciousness. 
— Stan Wilson 
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In November, the Earth First! Journal received a letter from Sea Shepherd Conservation Society 
Captain Paul Watson, who was bothered that the Journal collective had decided not to print a previ- 
ous letter (which he had sent for consideration in the 25th anniversary issue). The editorial collective 
feels that Watson's newest letter is worth printing, along with the subsequent exchanges between the 
collective and Sea Shepherd staff. 

Established in 1977, the Sea Shepherd Conservation Society is an international, nonprofit conserva- 
tion organization whose mission is to defend, conserve and protect the world's marine wildlife and 
ecosystems. For more information, visit www.seashepherd.org. 


SO LONG ANC 


Sea Shepherd Scuttles 
Relations with 
Earth Fu\it! Journal 



November 17, 2005 

Dear Censorship for Brains, 

In response to the editorial decision by the Earth First! 
Journal to not allow me to defend myself and the Sea Shep- 
herd Conservation Society from letters that attack the so- 
ciety and myself, I am informing you that I will no longer 
write any letters to the Journal, nor will 1 submit any articles, 
photographs or provide any information to the Earth First! 
Journal. The society will not send media releases to the Jour- 
nal. We will not allow anyone from the Journal to participate 
on a Sea Shepherd campaign or board a Sea Shepherd vessel. 
The Sea Shepherd Conservation Society hereby disassociates 
itself from the Earth First! Journal. 

If the Journal can make the decision to censor our defense 
from criticisms and misinformed and nonfactual 
attacks, we will retaliate by censoring the Earth 
First! Journal from any association, involvement 
or correspondence with the Sea Shepherd Con- 
servation Society. 

Quite frankly, I am tired of defending our ac- 
tions from the anthropocentric editorial stance 
of the Earth First! collective. I have dedicated 
myself to living in accordance to the laws of 
ecology, and my life has been guided by these 
laws. When ecology conflicts with hominid 
social agendas and relative trivialities, I side 
with the Earth. To me, the words "Earth First!" 
mean the Earth is first, not second to the pri- 
orities of any particular group of people. 

In the last issue that I was not allowed to 
respond to, 1 was called a nationalist when 1 
am not even an American. I've never been 
a nationalist anything. I despise national- 
ism. I was called an anti-breeder, like that 


is some sort of condemnation. I was told that I was misin- 
formed on the history of Native Americans. You refused to 
allow me to respond. 

Then in the next issue you published another letter of criti- 
cism. It is a one-sided forum. 

You people should really change your name to People First!. 

I have been involved with Earth First! and the Earth First! 
Journal since the early '80s. No more. I should have had noth- 
ing to do with Earth First! after David Foreman left, a man for 
whom I have the utmost respect and who is also the object 
of misdirected hostility from the politically correct anthro- 
poids who have infested the movement. 

Consider this the very last correspondence from me that 
the Earth First! Journal will ever receive. 

— Captain Paul Watson 
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THANKS FOR ALL THE FISH 


we are all fighting the same battle. Are Earth First! and Sea 
Shepherd now on different sides because we wouldn't print 
yet another long letter from you about yourself? 

If you are not going to allow anyone from the Journal on- 
board a Sea Shepherd ship again, does this include former 
editors of the Journal ? At what point does someone become 
eligible to work with Sea Shepherd if they once worked for 
the Journal — or is your problem only with current editors? 

Perhaps most importantly, will you forbid Sea Shepherd 
crew from communicating with us as well? Will this be a 
policy onboard the ship? What are we to say to current crew- 
members who ask us if they can write about the Antarctica 
campaign? What about former crewmembers? We feel those 
interactions are between us and those par- 
ticular individuals, but — - — 


November 28, 2005 

Dear Paul, 

You've got to be kidding! The word length for the Dear Shit 
for Brains section is 300 words per letter. With this most re- 
cent submission, you've come relatively close to that (at 400 
words!), and we plan to print your email in the next issue so 
that all of our readers can get a chuckle reading it. We sure 
did. We also felt it warranted a more thorough response to 
you personally. 

Let's recap the back and forth so far this year: 

In response to Problem Animal's piece, we printed your ar- 
ticle “defending" yourself in our Beltane issue. The following 
two issues, the collective decided to print letters from you 
that greatly exceeded our word length, yet we felt you had 
important things to contribute to the discussion, and we 
were feeling generous. On the third occasion of your submit- 
ting an overly long letter, we still felt like 

you had a few new ideas, however we _ 

weren't feeling as charitable. So we re- 
sponded and asked you to respect our \ 
guidelines by shortening your letter to 1 

300 words. \ 

1 fillip T- £ 

You have dominated the space allot- 
ted for the entire letters section printed 
in each of the recent issues, but still you 
declined to shorten this particular letter. 

It was your choice, not ours. We don’t \ 
edit people's letters, and we weren’t going \ 
to shorten it for you. You refused to do it 
yourself, so the responsibility lies with you. 1 
And yet, you claim we censored you. \ 

Let us point out that your shortened let- 
ter would have appeared in the 25th anni- 
versary issue if it had been printed. It was 
in this issue that we printed another letter 
from someone who agreed with you and 
who agreed to comply with our word count. I 
We also printed a letter bringing up new ar- 1 
guments about Jerry Vlasak being kicked off \ 
the Sea Shepherd board of directors (a differ- \ B 
ent topic that you are free to respond to). j ™ 

We have a few questions for clarity: 1 

We are curious if the Sea Shepherd board of \ 
directors made the decision to disassociate it- 
self from the Journal, or was it you acting alone? 

Does the board realize that Sea Shepherd as an organization 
was not mentioned in the letter we "censored" and that you 
are creating a professional split over a personal grievance? 

How will you publicize your actions to the direct-action envi- 
ronmental community — solely through the Sea Shepherd Log? 

We actually get all of the media releases we print about Sea 
Shepherd news through the website, not from you. Does this 
mean we can't check the Sea Shepherd website anymore? 

You won't provide us photographs? This sounds strikingly 
similar to the arguments Sea Shepherd has with the Interna- 
tional Fund for Animal Welfare and Humane Society of the 
US about the images from the Canadian seal hunt. Though 
in that case, Sea Shepherd is in the position to complain that 
these larger organizations won't share their resources when 


have some outrageous answer to 
these questions as well. 

We'd like to add that we feel as though any attempt we 
make to monitor the controversies that follow you around, 
you interpret as betrayal. You confuse us, the moderators of 
the discussion, with the other side. Do you really read the 
magazine or just the content that mentions your name? 

Since you say your "Dear Censorship for Brains" letter is the 
last correspondence any of us here will ever receive from you 
again, maybe you won't answer our questions. We'll see. We're 
kind of eager to see how long it takes until you decide that hav- 
ing your actions publicized in the Journal is beneficial to Sea 
Shepherd. In the meantime, we're going to frame your letter. 

Sorry you're still bummed that Dave left, 

— The Earth First! Journal Collective 
continued on next page 
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continued from previous page 
November 28, 2005 

This is a message from the Farley Mowat. 

Your letter was brought to the attention of the captain. 

He said to reply that he is not interested in correspond- 
ing with the Journal either now or in the future and does 
not care what you do with his letter— frame it, wipe your 
ass with it, burn it or blow your nose with it. 

He also said that he found it amusing that the Journal 
would think that Sea Shepherd could not reach the "direct- 
action" community without the Journal, considering that 
the Sea Shepherd membership is many times the circula- 
tion of the Earth First! Journal. 

Finally, he said that Sea Shepherd and the Earth First! 
Journal have been on different sides for some time now, be- 
cause Sea Shepherd is not interested in the anthropocentric 
crap that has taken precedence over biocentric concerns. 

And finally, he said that he is not bummed about Dave 
Foreman not being involved with Earth First!. Dave made 
the right decision to disassociate himself from a Journal 
that pretends to put the Earth first but in reality Js more 
concerned with the social trivialities of humanity. Paul 
Watson's loyalty to Dave Foreman and to the memory of 
Edward Abbey will never change. 

And I would like to add a note from the crew and my- 
self. This crew is loyal to the ship and the captain, to the 
Sea Shepherd Conservation Society and to our cause. No 
crewmember is banned from talking to the Journal if they 
so wish to do so. Sea Shepherd does not stifle the freedom 
of speech of our crew. Sea Shepherd also cannot stop you 
from taking information from the website if you so wish 
to do so. What Captain Watson informed you of is that 
Sea Shepherd will not cooperate with any requests from 
the Journal for photos or information. You are not banned 
from using photographs because all Sea Shepherd photo- 
graphs are freely distributed to the public — how you get 
them is your problem. 

We have had enough of 
the Journal being used as a 
forum to bash our founder 
and our captain. Captain 
Watson has been consis- 
tent in his dedication to the 
defense and the protection 
of marine wildlife and habi- 
tats and, unlike most Earth 
Firstlers today, he does not 
believe in compromising. The 
Sea Shepherd Conservation 
Society opposes all illegal whal- 
ing, sealing, fishing and marine 
exploitation without consider- 
ation for race or culture. 

We found the tone of your 
email to be insulting. We do 
know that when Captain Wat- 
son makes a decision, he sticks 
to it. 1 believe that he has de- 
cided to no longer communicate 
with the Earth First! Journal, and 
you can count on him sticking to 
that decision. 

— First Officer Alex Corneussen 


November 30, 2005 

EF! Journal Collective, 

I do hope you save your reply to Paul and read it 40 years 
from now. Two reasons 1 say this is... one, let's see where each 
of you are at that time. Will you still be dedicated and active 
to say, well. . . anything? Secondly, I wonder if your respect for 
Paul and what he has done as one man will have changed in 
time, or will it be the same? 

Paul has stayed steady and true to his course. Almost 30 
years with Sea Shepherd Conservation Society (SSCS), which 
he founded with passion, moxie and the single purpose of 
stopping the most notorious whaling ship on the high seas, 
the Sierra. He was successful. Before SSCS there was Green- 
peace — beaten and imprisoned for saving seals. Greenpeace 
viewed him as too radical and kicked him out of an organiza- 
tion he co-founded. But the earliest of clubs was the Kindness 
Club started by Albert Schweitzer; Paul was releasing trap lines 
at the age of 12. Pretty impressive course, and that course has 
saved countless lives, wouldn't you say? Nine whaling ships 
out of commission... do the math. 

Sounds as though you are challenging his ego... why .would 
you do that? Does it matter that he has an ego... he could 
not have pulled off what he has if he did not think much of 
himself, now could he? I think that the egos at the EF! Journal 
need a little maturity, and when you guys have been in the 
trenches and on the frontlines as long as Paul Watson, then 
you can square off... until then please be thankful to those 
that came before us to light the way, i.e., Dave Foreman, Da- 
vid Brower, Dian Fossey and Tim Treadwell. 

1 do wish you would sign your names as individuals not 
as a "collective"... I don't know what that means, makes no 
sense... kind of like the Ku Klux Klan. They were a collective 
bunch and hid behind their silly dunce hats. 

— Allison Lance Watson 
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The Sea Shepherd Conservation Society held a board meeting in Playa del Rey, California, on December 1, 2005. 

In attendance were: President Captain Paul Watson (on a call from Melbourne, Australia); Vice President Dr. Ben Zucker- 
man; Treasurer Kurt Lieber; Director Richard Dean Anderson; Director Bob Talbot (on the phone from the Bahamas; not pres- 
ent for the discussion of EF!J ); Incoming Director Mary Angle (not present for the discussion of EF!f); International Director 
Tim Midgley; Outreach Director Michael Moore; Administrative Director Carla Robinson; Governmental Affairs Director 
Monica Coleman (not present for discussion of EF![) and staff person Allison Lance Watson. 

The following motion was passed by the Board of Directors. 

Whereas the Earth First! Journal (EF!f) has been changing its editorial stance to focus more on human social issues and less 
on ecological concerns, 

and whereas the EF!J has published insulting and misinformed articles on David Foreman and Edward Abbey, 

and whereas the EF!J has been allowing the Sea Shepherd Conservation Society (SSCS) to be attacked in its pages by writers 
who have employed misinformation, gossip and unsubstantiated accusations that have been routinely published without fact 
verification or prior notification to Sea Shepherd, 

and whereas the EF!J has refused to provide the SSCS with equal time to rebut these unprofessional postings to the Journal, 

and whereas the EF!J does not contribute any positive benefit to the objectives of the SSCS, 

with reference to these concerns Captain Paul Watson made a motion to request that the Sea Shepherd Conservation Soci- 
ety sever all communications with the Earth First! Journal Collective. 

The Earth First! Journal has been increasingly hostile to Paul Watson and to the Sea Shepherd Conservation Society. This was 
tolerable given the ability for Captain Watson to rebut letters and articles containing misinformation. In response to the Earth First! 
Journal disallowing equal time for Captain Paul Watson to defend Sea Shepherd and himself from these attacks, the Sea Shepherd 
Board has adopted the motion and will no longer regard the Earth First! Journal as a friendly ally in the conservation movement. 

This means that any requests for photos, information or assistance from the Earth First! Journal will be refused. Earth First! 
will not be allowed to send writers, photographers or representatives on Sea Shepherd voyages. Sea Shepherd will not advertise 
with the Earth First! Journal and will not respond to any editorials, letters or articles critical of Sea Shepherd. Sea Shepherd 
staff and directors' will not be interviewed by Earth First! Journal representatives and thus the Earth First! Journal "collective" is 
henceforth irrelevant to the operations of the Sea Shepherd Conservation Society. 


December 5, 2005 

Dear Allison, 

The irrationality of your arguments and the utter bizarre- 
ness of your accusations leave us almost speechless. Almost. 

First, you insinuate that 40 years from now, each of us cur- 
rently on the collective will have long since burned out or sold 
out. We would be incredibly insulted if your suggestion wasn't 
so silly and ignorant. You reference Paul's decades-long com- 
mitment to defending the oceans as if he is the sole example of 
an activist remaining dedicated to a cause throughout his/her 
life. This exposes either an ignorance of prolific activists or an 
attempt to falsify history in Paul's honor. Well done. 

A better question might be: Where will Sea Shepherd be 40 
years from now? Presently, the organization is so synonymous 
with Paul (due to both his ego and Sea Shepherd's hierarchical 
structure) that we seriously wonder whether it will continue 
when Paul is gone, particularly given the isolationist corner 
you seem to have backed yourselves into. That's really a shame; 
Sea Shepherd is a great organization. If it doesn't survive Paul, 
however, it'll be his fault and no one else's. 

In an attempt to defend Paul, you pull out his resume once 
again. It was impressive the first time we saw it, but honestly, 
we're tired of it. Every time a personal criticism is made toward 
Paul, either he or you or another star-struck fan pulls out his 
professional history — as if all the great stuff he's done excuses 
an equally lengthy history of egotism, divisiveness and plain 
bad behavior. 

You even acknowledge Paul's egotism, but go on to defend 
it. You say that it was this ego that has enabled Paul to accom- 
plish so much. Perhaps you're right. But think of how much 
more he could have achieved during the past 30 years if he had 
the capacity for modesty and self-reflection, or the willingness 
to listen to constructive criticism and take it to heart. Our re- 
cent interactions with him suggest that he possesses none of 
these qualities. We suspect that his ego has probably burned 
more bridges than it has built. 

Then you criticize our decision to operate as a collective, 


and you admit that you're not even sure what "collective” 
means. It means that we operate in an egalitarian fashion, 
with decisions made by consensus. Respect, cooperation and 
self-reflection guide our actions, along with a willingness to 
find common ground so that all parties will be satisfied and 
able to achieve our goals most effectively. 

If you need to know who we are individually, our names 
appear on page two of every issue. We also attend every Earth 
First! Organizers' Conference and Round River Rendezvous. 

Finally, and most absurdly, you compare us to the Ku Klux 
Klan! We're confused how our decision to write a collective re- 
sponse to Paul resulted in a comparison to a white supremacist 
organization that has spent more than 200 years kidnapping, 
raping, torturing, murdering and mutilating racial and ethnic 
minorities. As laughably idiotic and insulting as that comparison 
is, it's also factually baseless, since the KKK — which you charac- 
terize as a "collective bunch” — was and is rigidly authoritarian. 

In closing, we want to remind you that all of this insane 
controversy is simply the result of us asking Paul to shorten 
a letter ! Somehow, he perceived that to be proof of some sort 
of conspiracy to censor him and make him vulnerable to the 
hordes of assailants looking to demean his character and work. 
Apart from exhibiting signs of classic paranoia, his and your 
responses completely overlook the numerous, lengthy articles 
by Paul and/or about Sea Shepherd that the Journal has pub- 
lished: five pages about the Canadian seal hunt in July-Au- 
gust 2005; Paul's "The Bullshit that Must End” in May-June 
2005; a three-page interview with First Mate Alex Cornelissen 
in March-April 2005; Paul's article about the seals of La Jolla in 
January-February 2005; a three-page interview with you, Al- 
lison, in November-December 2004; Paul's piece about Tuvalu 
in September-October 2004; several Dear Shit for Brains let- 
ters... and that's only in the last 18 months! The Earth First! 
Journal has given Paul and Sea Shepherd consistent, dedicated 
coverage — more than any other single organization receives. 

So, remind us again, how are we censoring you? 

— The Earth First! Journal Collective 
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Shell Oil Get the Hell Out of Ireland! 


by Morgan Kilcollins 

Ireland has a long history of resisting foreign oppression. 
Whether in the war against the conquest of Queen Eliza- 
beth I, or the 1919-1921 War for Independence, the Irish 
have never accepted foreign rulers. In short, Ireland is like 
most other places in the world and like most other peoples, 
the Irish are now fighting against corporate imperialists. 

Located 1,150 feet beneath the waves and 40 miles off the 
cost of County Mayo in west Ireland lies an oil deposit known 
as the Corrib Gas Field. Since its discovery in 1996, the Corrib 
Field has sparked a fierce, direct-action ecological resistance, 
the likes of which the island has not seen in years. 

Shell Oil, which owns 45 percent of the rights to the Cor- 
rib Field, plans to construct a pipeline to pump untreated 
gas 40 miles across the sea, through sand dunes and coastal 
grasslands unique to Ireland and Scotland, and over a bog 
traveling from North Mayo to neighboring County Galway. 
Plowing through ocean, coast and land, the pipeline would 
be dangerous and ecologically devastating. 

Putting aside for a moment all that can go wrong with 
deep-sea drilling, the waste from the project and from its 
inland refinery will doom many sensitive areas and water 
systems in County Mayo. For example, Shell plans to re- 
duce Broadhaven Bay to a chemical bath; nickel, mercu- 
ry, phosphorous, chromium, arsenic and radon are but a 
sampling of the toxic materials that Shell will vomit onto 
the marine life. 

Contrary to what many Americans assume about Euro- 
pean ecosystems, Broadhaven Bay still teems with life. Re- 
ports from University College of Cork (UCC) have recorded 
more than 220 sightings of several species of whales and 
dolphins, which use the bay as a breeding and rearing area. 
In addition, researchers have also seen sea turtles and bask- 
ing sharks. Shell, however, claims that Broadhaven is of no 
real importance to whales or dolphins. Ironically enough, 
Shell is the one that commissioned UCC to survey Broad- 
haven Bay to begin with. 

While dolphins and whales try to breed in poison, the 
mainland won't be doing much better. Carrowmore Lake, 
which supplies drinking water for the region, is already 
suffering from pollution caused by a Shell-related civil 
engineering project. If and when the land refinery at Bal- 
linaboy becomes operational, Carrowmore Lake can ex- 
pect to be destroyed along with Broadhaven Bay. 

These are but two examples of the ecological dam- 
age that Ireland would suffer, not even considering the 


impact from pipeline construction and the heavy equip- 
ment, traffic and support apparatus that would be need- 
ed to operate an offshore station, pipeline and inland 
refinery. The pipeline is dangerous as well. Most over- 
land pipelines operate at 16-17 bar oressure; the Corrib 
Field pipeline would run at 345 bar. In addition to being 
highly explosive, the pipeline would run right through 
local communities and past individual homes! 

Normally, Ireland would charge a tax rate as high as 50 
percent for drilling, with additional six to seven percent 
royalties. However, corporate pressure has reduced the tax 
rate to 25 percent, with the option for a 100 percent write- 
off. The royalties have been waived altogether. Shell Oil 
has created a nice bed for itself — the Irish give away their 
natural resources, only to buy them back from Shell. This 
is not to suggest that if the financial arrangements were 
more favorable, the sacrifice of Broadhaven Bay and Car- 
rowmore Lake would be justified — it simply adds another 
footnote to the mountain of criminality that is Shell Oil. 

Like the foreign raiders before it, Shell is not welcome 
in Ireland. This attitude has found expression in the Shell 
to Sea campaign, with branches in County Mayo, Dublin, 
Cork, Galway, Belfast and even London, England! 

The fight began in County Mayo and has been advanced 
strongly by five farmers from Rossport — Micheal O'Seighin, 
Vincent McGrath, Philip McGrath, Brendan Philibin and 
Willie Corduft. As one would expect, Shell did not view 
the growing opposition to its $800-million project with 
good humor and pressured the government into issuing a 
High Court order allowing for the imprisonment of any- 
one interfering with pipeline construction, trespassing on 
Shell property or harming Shell economically (such as by 
boycotts). The Rossport farmers, who were excelling at all 
of the above, were soon arrested. The judge offered to re- 
lease the lads if they promised to not interfere in the future. 
Given the danger of Shell Oil, the men told the court that 
they simply could not obey the order. So the judge sent 
them to Cloverhill Prison to "purge their contempt," and 
they become known as the Rossport 5. 

This action did not put a lid on the opposition; if any- 
thing, it had the opposite effect. While the Rossport 5 re- 
fused to bow, Shell to Sea began staging actions and rallies 
all over Ireland. 

On September 10, Shell to Sea blockaded a Shell terminal 
in Dublin, where tanker trucks obtain gasoline for distribu- 
tion to local gas stations. In Cork, similar actions have tak- 
en place with equal success. In Dublin, on September 26, 
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Nooses were hung outside Shell Oil's London offices in November to mark the anniversary of Ken Saro-Wiwa's execution. 
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10,000 people marched through the streets in protest of the 
Corrib pipeline and the imprisonment of the Rossport 5. 

All the way in London, activists used a dump truck to 
deposit a large pile of sand outside Shell headquarters on 
September 30. They placed signs in the sand reading, "Shell 
Keep Out" and dropped banners proclaiming, "Stop Shell 
Hell in NW Ireland." Due to Shell's widespread unpopular- 
ity, police made no arrests and did not attempt to stop the 
dump truck. Three days later, 2,000 people rallied in front of 
the Irish Parliament building, Leinster House, in Dublin. 

Finally, after 94 days in jail, the Rossport 5 were released 
in order to curtail the controversy. The court still plans 
to call the Rossport 5 back in order to seek their compli- 
ance to the High Court order, but for the time being they 
remain at large, organizing to send Shell back across the 
Western Ocean. 

The threat posed by this multinational corporation is 
not confined to Ireland, and Irish organizers are mak- 
ing links to other communities that Shell has devastated. 
Among the speakers at a rally celebrating the Rossport 5's 
release was Dr. Owens Wiwa, brother of Ogoni leader Ken 
Saro-Wiwa, who was murdered along with eight others by 
the government of Nigeria in collusion with Shell Oil in 
1995 (see EF!J November-December 2005). 

On November 10, the ten-year anniversary of this atroc- 
ity, Shell to Sea attempted to deliver a letter of condemna- 
tion to Shell's Dublin offices. Ashamed of the blood on its 
hands, Shell locked the doors. Unable to confront Shell 
representatives in person, the protesters laid a memorial 
wreath at Shell's doorstep in honor of the fallen. 

Meanwhile, hundreds of people gathered in the rainy 
weather of County Mayo near the Ballinaboy refinery, 
where a four-year old Nigerian boy unveiled a large mural 
in honor of Ken Saro-Wiwa. An African minister led the 


crowd in prayer. Nine Nigerians seeking asylum in Ireland 
walked in procession, carrying nine crosses to represent 
the lives of those who died to protect their people and the 
Earth. Hangman's nooses were draped over the crosses, 
which were planted facing the refinery. 

County Mayo is also home to a Solidarity Camp, which 
has scored a number of hits against Shell. From June 18 
onward, pickets prevented the delivery of any construc- 
tion materials to the compound at Rossport. Starting June 
30, pickets also closed the Rossport compound and the 
refinery construction site at Ballinaboy. In August, Shell 
was forced to cancel the arrival of the Solitaire, one of the 
world's largest pipelaying ships, due to a planned block- 
ade by fishermen. The Camp is now recruiting for Spring 
2006 and beyond. 

There are many lessons that can be drawn from our his- 
tories, our cultures and resistance across the world. One 
such lesson is that it does not really matter what culture 
or country you come from — all that really matters is what 
side of the battle line you're on. You are either on the side 
of life and justice — real, not legislated — or you are on the 
side of the imperialists — evil and death. 

A corporation that will conspire to murder in Nigeria 
will not think twice about poisoning the land and people 
of Ireland. The people of Mayo and all of Ireland know 
what they are up against and the kind of evil that they're 
fighting. Shell will not last long in Ireland, and that pipe- 
line will never be built. The Irish have never accepted the 
imperialists, and we are not about to start now. Shell to 
Sea. Saoirse Eire. Saoirse Nigeria. 

For more information, visit www.indymedia.ie/mayo; 
www.corribsos.com. 

Morgan Kilcollins is an Irish lass who likes cherry pie and is 
morally offended by people who use sleeping bags in cold weather. 
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25 Years of 

Cooking 

for the 

Revolution 

An Interview with Keith McHenry 

Keith McHenry is a cofounder of Food Not Bombs (FNB), an international 
movement comprised of autonomous groups that recover food that would otherwise 
be thrown out, then make fresh, hot, vegetarian meals and serve them for free in 
public. FNB groups also serve at protests and other events. 

These days, McHenry works to coordinate food delivery and volunteer support 
for Hurricane Katrina survivors and to support the creation of local FNB groups, 
with a current focus on Africa. May 24, 2005 marked the 25th anniversary of FNB. 



by Lenny 

EF!f: How did FNB get started? 

KM: FNB started in Cambridge, 
Massachusetts, in 1980, when one 
of the members of our affinity group 
in the Seabrook nuclear power plant 
protests and Clamshell Alliance was 
arrested for felony assault of a po- 
lice officer. We were trying to raise 
money for his legal fees by baking 
cookies and brownies and trying to 
sell them in Harvard Square, and not 
too many people were interested. So 
we thought we should have a schtick, 
to try to get people to pay attention. 
And we had this big poster saying, 
"Wouldn't it be a beautiful day if the 
Pentagon had to hold a bake sale to 
buy a B-l bomber?" And we went 
to thrift stores and got military uni- 
forms and dressed like generals, and 
tried to get people to think that we 
were, you know, trying to raise mon- 
ey for a B-l bomber, and would they 
buy our baked goods? And we got a 
lot of people excited — you know, we 
really didn't raise any more money, 
but we could see there was this kind 
of dynamic that was much improved 
by having this sort of street theater. 

And then we had this other proj- 
ect called First National Bank project, 


and it showed that the board of direc- 
tors of the Bank of Boston were also 
the board of directors of the Public 
Service Company in New Hampshire. 
And we wanted to have a soup line 
that was like the Great Depression. 
We're saying, "Look, if you keep your 
policies like this, where you're lend- 
ing yourself money on questionable 
projects, it could lead to a situation 
like the Great Depression." And the 
night before, we got worried there 
wouldn't be enough protesters, so we 
went to the Pine Street Inn and talked 
to the homeless guys there and said 
we're doing this protest, and we have 
free food, and would they wanna 
join in? And we had about 70 people 
show up. 

And the hanging out with the 
homeless people, the interaction be- 
tween homeless people and the busi- 
nesspeople that were passing by, and 
the response of either anger toward 
us by the stockholders, or support 
of us by stockholders that hated the 
bank, was just so amazing that we 
just thought we should quit what 
we were doing and just start organiz- 
ing by picking up food that couldn't 
be sold and making meals, handing 
it out on the street, doing like basic 
street theater with food. 


EF!J: And how did it end up turning 
into a national thing? 

KM: In 1986, I moved to San Fran- 
cisco and started a second FNB chap- 
ter. And on August 15 of '88, we were 
serving food at the entrance to Gold- 
en Gate Park at Haight and Stanyan. 
And we'd been having conversations 
with the police; they were saying, you 
should get a permit, and we had writ- 
ten for a permit. But to our surprise, 
on this day, 45 riot police came out of 
the woods and arrested nine of us. So 
we then mobilized again to have an- 
other protest the next Monday, where 
we marched down Eighth Street with 
our food and with pots and pans and 
with all the tables and everything, 
and 29 people were arrested, and that 
made world news. 

And shortly after that, people from 
all over, mostly the US but also Can- 
ada, started to contact us, saying, we 
want to start our own group, this 
must be a really effective way of or- 
ganizing if it bothers them so much. 
So C.T. Butler and myself, who are co- 
founders of FNB, published this flier 
called "Seven Steps to Starting a Food 
Not Bombs," which then ultimately 
became a book called Food Not Bombs: 
How to Feed the Hungry and Build Com- 
munity. And it's basically through the 
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flier, and word-of-mouth, and people 
seeing that we were arrested, that 
encouraged the creation of all these 
chapters all over the world. 

EFlf: It's my understanding that when 
the first chapter was started in Cam- 
bridge, the response from the authorities 
was fairly favorable. Do you have any 
ideas why the reaction was so different 
in San Francisco, and why it sort of be- 
came a pattern in the US for FNB groups 
to get arrested? 

KM: I would say that the biggest 
change was that when we started in 
Cambridge, homelessness wasn't a 
crisis, and we were considered a street 
performance group. By 
the time we started in 
San Francisco, the city 
government was hav- 
ing to face the political 
problems of there being 
homeless people on the 
streets of San Francisco. 

The business commu- 
nity was very concerned 
that they might have 
to pay increased taxes 
to support services for 
homeless people, and 
they felt that overall, a 
strategy of using the po- 
lice to drive them from 
the city was more ap- 
propriate, even though 
it'd probably cost even 
more. But at least it sent 
this message that you 
shouldn't be a slacker, 
and you should be will- 
ing to accept whatever 
the lowest wages are and 
live, or otherwise face 
this military presence. So we ended up 
getting attacked specifically because 
it appeared that we were aiding the 
struggle of the people they were try- 
ing to drive from the city, and that 
we were a bridge between the home- 
less and the housed, and that we 
were organized and therefore could 
potentially organize the poor. And 
so we were considered "the leader- 
ship necessary for the insurrection 
of the poor," and the police said that 
they were arresting us because we 
were making a political statement, 
and that wasn't allowed. We could 
feed people, but you couldn't be 
talking about changing the policies 
of society. 


EF!J: Are you saying that somebody 
actually referred to you as "the lead- 
ership necessary for the insurrection of 
the poor?" 

KM: Yeah, in a local newspaper, the 
general of the Salvation Army was 
quoted as saying, "FNB is the leader- 
ship necessary for the insurrection of 
the poor." Also, internal police docu- 
ments said a lot of stuff about that; 
they would report, "Homeless people 
are now becoming more aggressive, 
and are refusing to accept their incar- 
ceration and arrest, and are starting 
to say that they have civil rights." 
And there were several internal police 


memos that said, "Homeless people 
have even started to free their friends 
from police custody, believing that 
they have the same rights as regular 
people." 

EFlf: Do you consider FNB to be a revo- 
lutionary group or movement, and why? 

KM: Yeah, I think of it as a revolu- 
tionary movement, and there has been 
a debate, particularly since about '88, 
about whether it's better to be a char- 
ity or a social change group or revolu- 
tionary group. And there also has been 
some debate about the definition of it 
being a revolutionary group or not, 
whether it's a charity or not. 

But our idea is to be building close 
relationships with lots and lots of 


poor people, and having this ongoing 
connection with them. So it's differ- 
ent than a charity or soup kitchens, 
where there's the homeless people 
and the people getting the food, and 
then the people providing it. We're 
really inviting the homeless people to 
join, or everybody to join. We also try 
to be providing information and edu- 
cation about how the society is work- 
ing, and promote this idea amongst 
homeless people that their situation 
is not because of personal failing, but 
because of how society is organized. 

You know, many people, for in- 
stance, are homeless because they 
became ill, and because 
of the health care sys- 
tem in the US, and the 
lack of security and em- 
ployment — so to show 
it's not a personal fail- 
ing, and that we want 
to restructure society 
so people wouldn't be 
the haves and the have- 
nots. And that, I think, 
is the basic idea that's 
revolutionary. 

EFlf: Do you think that 
most FNB groups today are 
building toward that revo- 
| lutionary idea, or do you 
| think they've adopted more 
| of the charity model? 

| KM: In the US, I would 
I say it might be sort of 
| roughly 50-50, that half 
the groups are sort of 
more focused toward 
charity, and that the oth- 
er half are more toward 
revolution. And maybe 
it's more accurate to say half of the peo- 
ple in FNB — where even in the groups 
that are sort of doing charity, many of 
the members are actually about revo- 
lution, but some of the people with 
more energy and time might be seeing 
it more as charity. And there's been 
this debate since '88. 

Outside the US, it seems to be very 
clearly about revolution. Generally 
speaking, people are about ending 
capitalism and transforming society 
in the rest of the world, and Ameri- 
can FNB activists are a little more 
confused about that. 

EFlf: It's the 25th anniversary of 
FNB, and it's also the 25th anniversary 
continued on next page 



Keith McHenry gels arrested by San Francisco police in 1988. 
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continued from previous page 
of Earth First!. And I've got two linked 
questions. The first one is, do you think 
it's a coincidence that both groups were 
founded in the same year, or do you see 
some connection, in terms of what was 
going on at the time? And what kind of 
relationships, in your experience, have 
FNB and EF! had over the past 25 years? 

KM: I don’t think it's a coinci- 
dence. In 1980, Ronald Reagan was 
running for president and then got 
elected. And so there was this crisis 
of how to deal with what we thought 
would be this corporate control ex- 
panding because of his election. And 
the other thing that was happening 
at that time was that a lot of the 
existing environmental and peace 
groups were kind of reformist, they 
were kind of pro-state, 
and it was particularly 
clear that many of the 
environmental groups 
were also very closely 
linked to oil companies 
and things like that. So 
I think that an idea of 
having more decentral- 
ized movements that 
were focused on direct 
action — because of the 
failure of the more re- 
formist groups since 
the Vietnam War — and 
with Reagan coming to 
power — was what influ- 
enced these two move- 
ments to start. 

It took a little while 
before FNB people and 
EF! people in the US 
started coordinating ac- 
tivities — part of it being 
that in Boston there re- 
ally wasn't an EF! hap- 
pening. FNB itself started 
sharing free food with EF! in Northern 
California — we would do the kitchens 
at basecamps and be providing food, 
and a lot of the FNB people were also 
EF! activists. And also around that 
same time, Prague FNB and Prague 
EF! were essentially the same people. 
They basically started both of those 
organizations at the same time. And 
you had some similar crossover with 
EF! and FNB in England around that 
same time. So now, I would say, often 
people are both in many, many parts 
of the world. You know, it's common 


for EF! and FNB to have a lot of over- 
lap in people. 

EF!f: Do you think there's anything in 
particular that FNB and EF! have taught 
each other, or have to teach each other? 

KM: Well, I think for instance that EF! 
doing direct actions out in the woods 
played a big influence in the FNB 
movement seeing itself as providing 
food for movements that weren't about 
homeless people. So I think in a certain 
sense, that helped influence us to start 
sharing food with Native sovereignty 
issues in different parts of the world. 
Although we did a little bit of that even 
at the beginning — we fed Mohawk Na- 
tion activists in 1980 — but I think that 
gave more people the idea that a role 
FNB could play is in feeding resistance 
movements on a broader scale. 


I think also, it seemed to me when 
San Francisco FNB started, and the 
way EF! had been previous to that, 
EF! didn't seem to be so progressive 
or connected to the left — it seemed 
actually more like a right-wing kind 
of movement, even though the goals 
were something that the left certainly 
could support overall. But it seemed 
like the population of people that 
were participating in EF! were not 
really — you know, didn't share a lot 
of the politics that we had, and that 
there was some mixing of what FNB 


was doing and the idea that we had 
with the people that were doing EF!, 
and that moved it more into a kind 
of a left radical movement instead of 
a conservative radical movement. 

EF!J: Any last thoughts? 

KM: The FBI seems to be very inter- 
ested in FNB in the last year. And the 
Joint Terrorism Task Forces in Den- 
ver and St. Louis and North Carolina 
have been trying to do what they can 
to intimidate FNB activists and to 
get them to stop. But I think it's very 
important that people see more that 
the FBI's interest in FNB is actually a 
compliment, like the FBI's interested 
in EF!. Because we are effective. And 
they see us as terrorists, because we 
are terrorizing the concept oEcapi- 
talism, not because we use violence 
or anything. As the FBI 
has kind of indicated in 
some of its memos and 
stuff, they're really wor- 
ried about projects like 
FNB because many peo- 
ple who aren't activists 
at all, they come across 
FNB because it's public, 
it's in the streets, it's 
doing outreach to the 
general public, it's not 
just organizing amongst 
other activists, it's try- 
ing to really bring in 
the general community 
into the activist com- 
munity and it's been 
effective at that. People 
often get their start as 
an activist by cooking 
with FNB, and that 
leads them to learn 
about all these other 
social movements. 

So I really encour- 
age people to either 
organize with their local FNB or start 
their own chapter. And I encourage 
other organizations to contact FNB, 
to invite them to bring free food to 
their projects and to be able to think 
of their protest as not having a limi- 
tation because people need to go eat 
or something, but that their actions 
can last days and days. 

For more information about FNB 
or for free information on how to 
start a chapter, contact FNB, POB 
744, Tucson, AZ 85702; (800) 884- 
1136; www.foodnotbombs.net. 



San Francisco police block access to a Food Not Bombs table. 
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Fairies Sabotage Building Efforts 

Villagers in St. Fillans, Perthshire, UK, have forced a de- 
velopment company to change locations for a housing 
scheme because the original site is home to fairies. Gene- 
sis Properties had planned to build on the outskirts of the 
village, on a site that included a large rock in the center of 
a field. As ground wa's about to be broken, a neighbor ran 
over to workers, shouting, "Don't move that rock. You'll 
kill the fairies!" 

The St. Fillans community council was considering 
lodging a complaint with the planning authority — which 
usually ends any plans to build in a national park — when 
Genesis Properties switched locations. "I do believe in 
fairies," said Jeannie Fox, council chairperson. 

Biodiesel is Made of Kittens! 

A German inventor has retracted claims that he uses 
dead cats as part of a recipe for biodiesel. Christian Koch 
had been quoted in several news sources as saying that 
dead cats, along with old tires and weeds, were an inte- 
gral part of his mixture. Koch said that a 13 -pound cat 
will yield 0.67 gallons of fuel — which means that about 20 
animals are necessary to fill an average tank — and claimed 
to have driven his car 105,000 miles on his own mixture 
with no problems. The German Society for the Protection 
of Animals told Reuters that such use of animals was il- 
legal and pledged to monitor the story. 

Biofuels are projected to supply three percent of total 
Swedish fuel consumption by December, a move that is 
also powered by dead animals. Swedish Meat processors 
collect cow entrails, which are then shipped to biogas fac- 
tories to be stewed to release methane. The gas is used to 
power public transportation such as the passenger train 
between Linkoping and Vastervik. The train will cost 20 
percent more to fuel with biogas than with diesel, but Carl 
Lilliehook of Svensk Biogas claims that the cost will be 
justified by the environmental gains. Linkoping is also 
home to taxis, garbage trucks, privately-owned cars and 
65 public buses that run on biogas. 

Nature Bites Back: Chinese Bears Eat Man 

In October, a man in northeastern China, Han Shigen, 
was killed and eaten by six bears who he was holding in 
captivity. The bears were being "farmed" for their bile, 


which is harvested for use in a variety of products, includ- 
ing traditional medicines, wine and shampoo, and can 
fetch up to $450 a pound in Asian markets, rivaling the 
prices of some narcotics. The bile is usually harvested by 
surgically implanting gall bladder catheters or by forcing 
a hollow steel rod through the bear's abdomen. Han was 
cleaning the bears' cage when he was attacked; the bears 
were so enraged that it took two hours to safely remove 
what was left of his body from the cage. 

Nature Bites Back: Lions Go Car-Free 

Lions in a Merseyside, UK, safari park have been stalking 
small cars, such as the Smart and Mini Cooper, the size of 
which may resemble that of typical prey animals such as 
wildebeest, gazelle and antelope. One group of lionesses 
in particular has been interested in the compact autos, but 
reports indicate that the cats show little to no interest in 
larger vehicles. One Smart was chased by a pack of three 
or four lions, frightening the occupants — although the 
park officials insisted that they were in no danger. 

"Let's just say they got more of the African experience 
than they bargained for," said park manager David Ross. 

Nature Bites Back: Sea Lions Reclaim the Coast 

Along the California coast recently, belligerent packs of 
sea lions have been causing problems for locals. The New- 
port Harbor Sheriff's office has been receiving at least two 
noise complaints a day, as the lions' barking is preventing 
residents from sleeping. "It's like 40 barking dogs — in sur- 
round sound," says resident Darci Schriber. 

On September 18, sea lions piled onto a 37-foot sailboat, 
capsizing it. And in Monterey, sea lions have trapped peo- 
ple aboard boats, attacked city workers, and defecated 
and vomited on docks. In other areas, the lions have at- 
tacked swimmers, eaten boogie boards and pulled people 
off of boats. 

California sea lion populations have been estimated at 
300,000 to 400,000 since the 1972 Marine Mammal Pro- 
tection Act (MMPA) — which made it illegal to kill, injure 
or harass the creatures — let their numbers rebound from 
near extinction. The MMPA has frustrated local officials, 
who are unsure of how to deal with the lions. Failed meth- 
ods include a fiberglass killer whale, rubber bullets, under- 
water noises and firecrackers. 
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Prisoners in the Struggle: Support Them! 


The following list is a small sample of the total number of political prisoners and pris- 
oner support groups worldwide. Regulations for mail sent to prisoners vary according to 
individual prisons. Before sending monetary donations, stamps, books or packages, ask 
prisoners what the regulations are. Assume that the authorities read everything that you 
write to a prisoner. Although many prisoners are listed together, they must be written to 
separately. The EF! Journal offers discounted subscriptions for prisoners. Please contact 
us for more information. 


Prisoner and Legal Updates 

•Rod Coronado and Matt Crozier of 
Chuk'shon EF! were convicted on Decem- 
ber 14 of conspiracy and interference in 
relation to a March 2004 mountain lion 
hunt sabotage. They are to be sentenced 
on March 8 and face up to 7.5 years. For 
more information, visit www.azef.org. 

•Nicole Fink — the girlfriend of police 
informant Justin Samuel — has been re- 
leased from prison, where she was be- 
ing held for refusing to testify before a 
grand jury investigating an Earth Lib- 
eration Front (ELF) arson. 

•Francesco Gioia, C.P. Madrid II, ctra 
de meco km 5, 28800 Alcala de Hena- 
res Madrid, Spain. A member of the 
Italian eco-anarchist group II Silvestre, 
awaiting extradition to Italy to stand 
trial for allegedly participating in direct 
action, promoting sabotage and escap- 
ing house arrest. Gioia was transferred 
to the above address after he joined a 
protest in solidarity with other political 
prisoners in Spanish jails. 

•Sarah Gisborne, LT5393, HMP 
Cookham Wood, Rochester, Kent ME1 
3LU, England. In October, Gisborne’s 
sentence — for conspiracy to cause crim- 
inal damage to vehicles owned by peo- 
ple linked to Huntingdon Life Sciences 
(HLS) — was reduced to 5.5 years. 

•Jan Lawrence, NR7220, HMP Down- 
view, Sutton Ln, Sutton, Surrey SM2 
5PD, England. In November, Lawrence 
was sentenced to eight months for 
sending threatening letters to people 
associated with HLS. 

•Ryan Lewis, #4101338 8W312, Sacra- 
mento County Main Jail, 651 I St, Sacra- 
mento, CA 95814, USA. On October 14, 
Lewis pleaded guilty to one count of ar- 
son and two counts of attempted arson in 
relation to a series of ELF actions against 
urban sprawl. He refused to name any 
other people involved with the arsons 
and is expected to be sentenced to six 
years in prison. Lewis' co-defendants — 
Eva and Lili Holland and Jeremiah Col- 
cleasure — have all named him as being 
responsible for the arsons. The Holland 
sisters have both admitted to one count 


of attempted arson and are expected to be 
sentenced to three years each. They have 
also agreed to testify against Colcleasure, 
who denies his own involvement. 

•Keith Mann, KJ9365, HMP Guys 
Marsh, Shaftesbury, Dorset SP7 OAH, 
England. Mann was released oh Oc- 
tober 31 after serving six months for 
liberating 695 mice and threatening 
the lab's director in court. In return for 
early release, he has consented to wear 
an electronic tag. 

•Christopher "Dirt" McIntosh, 
#30512-013, FDC Seatac, POB 13900, 
Seattle, WA 98198, USA. Sentenced on 
December 15 to eight years for a joint 
Animal Liberation Front (ALF)/ELF ar- 
son against a McDonald’s. For more in- 
formation, visit www.supportchris.org. 

•Mikael, c/o DBF SG, Box 919, 114 
79 Stockholm, Sweden. On October 
31, Swedish ALF activist Mikael began 
an eight-month sentence for smashing 
all the windows at a fur farmer's house 
and then throwing red paint and a 
fire extinguisher inside, as well as for 
defending himself from attack by a 
group of fur farmers. Mikael reads and 
writes English. 

•Heather Nicholson, NR7271, HMP 
Bronzefield, Woodthorpe Rd, Ashford, 
Middlesex TW15 3JZ, England. On No- 
vember 11, Nicholson was arrested and 
charged with using abusive words and 
behavior toward a fox hunter. Nich- 
olson's supporters point out that fox 
hunting is illegal in Britain, and there- 
fore the police should be arresting the 
hunters instead. 

•Saverio Pellegrino, Via Prati Nuovi 
7, CAP 27058, Voghera (Pavia), Italy. 
Pellegrino, one of the Lecce 5, has been 
transferred to the above address. 

Awaiting Trial or Sentencing 

•Jon Ablewhite, TB4885, John Smith, 
TB4887, and Kerry Whitburn, TB4886, 
HMP Birmingham, Winson Green Rd, 
Birmingham B18 4AS, England. Await- 
ing trial for allegedly attempting to 
blackmail a farmer who supplied guinea 
pigs for vivisection. 


•Felipe Arreaga Sanchez, Carcel Preven- 
tiva de Zihuatenejo, Calle Paseo de la De- 
portiva s/n, Col. Deportiva, Zihuatenejo, 
Go. CP 40880, Mexico. Awaiting trial on 
false charges of homicide, as retaliation 
for his environmental organizing. Ar- 
reaga only reads Spanish, but letters in 
English or German may be sent to him 
via econoticias@sosbahia.org. 

•Tre Arrow, CS#05850722, Vancouver 
Island Regional Correction Center, 4216 
Wilkinson Rd, Victoria, BC V8Z 5B2, 
Canada. Awaiting extradition to the US 
to stand trial for alleged involvement in 
the arson of logging trucks and an ELF 
arson of vehicles owned by a sand and 
gravel company. For more information, 
visit www.trearrow.org. 

•Amanda Cerezo Garcia, CP Alicante 
II, Ctra. N-330, km 66, 03400, Villena, 
Spain. Awaiting trial for allegedly burn- 
ing a road-construction vehicle. She is 
also accused of sending a letter bomb to 
a neo-Nazi politician. 

•Manase Furima and Matius Nasira, 
Lembaga Pemasyarakatan Manokwari, J1 
Sabang No 4, Manokwari, Papua, Indo- 
nesia. Awaiting trial for taking part in a 
road blockade to prevent illegal logging. 

Animal Liberation 

•Dave Blenkinsop, EM7899, HMP 
Rye Hill, Onley, Warwickshire CV23 
8AN, England. Serving 10 years for at- 
tacking the managing director of HLS, 
liberating 600 guinea pigs and planting 
incendiary devices under slaughter- 
house vehicles. 

•Joshua Demmitt, #12314-081, Fed- 
eral Prison Camp, POB 6000, Sheridan, 
OR 97378, USA. Serving 2.5 years for an 
ALF arson on an animal testing facility. 

Ecodefense 

•Marco Camenisch, Postfach 3143, 
CH-8105 Regensdorf, Switzerland. Serv- 
ing 27 years for using explosives to tar- 
get nuclear facility powerlines and for 
the alleged murder of a Swiss border 
guard. Camenisch reads French, Ger- 
man, Spanish and Italian fluently. He 
can also read some English. 

•Ibai Ederra, Carcel de Pamplona, 
C / San Roque Apdo 250, 31080-Iru- 
nez Pamplona, Navarra, Spain. Serving 
nearly five years for sabotaging machin- 
ery at the controversial Itoiz dam con- 
struction site. 

•Aaron Linas, #38448-083, FMC But- 
ner, POB 1600, Butner, NC 27509, USA. 
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Serving 3.5 years for a series of ELF ac- 
tions aimed against a number of targets 
including McDonald's, Burger King, ur- 
ban sprawl, the construction industry 
and an SUV dealership. 

•Jeffrey "Free" Luers, #13797671, 
OSP, 2605 State St, Salem, OR 97310, 
USA. Serving 22 years and eight months 
for arson at a car dealership and for the 
attempted arson of an oil truck. 

•John Wade, #38548-083, FCI Peters- 
burg Low, Satellite Camp, POB 90027, 
Petersburg, VA 23804, USA. Serving three 
years for a series of ELF actions against a 
number of targets including McDonald's, 
Burger King, urban sprawl, the construc- 
tion industry and an SUV dealership. 

•Helen Woodson, #03231-045, FMC 
Carswell Admin Max Unit, POB 27137, 
Ft. Worth, TX 76127, USA. Serving eight 
years and 10 months for violating her 
parole by dumping a cup of red paint 
over the security apparatus of a federal 
court and making warnings ("threats”) of 
weapons of mass destruction. In March 
2004, Woodson completed 20 years for 
disarming a Minuteman II missile silo 
with a jackhammer, mailing warning let- 
ters to officials with bullets inside, rob- 
bing a bank and burning the money. 

Indigenous Resistance 

•Byron "Oso Blanco" Chubbuck®, 
#07909-051, USP Beaumont, POB 
26030, Beaumont, Texas, North Amer- 
ica. Serving 80 years for aggravated as- 
sault on federal agents, escape and bank 
robbery. Chubbuck funneled money 
that he stole from banks to the Zap- 
atista National Liberation Army in Chi- 
apas, Mexico. 

•Leonard Peltier, #89637-132, USP 
Lewisburg, POB 1000, Lewisburg, PA 
17837, USA. Peltier, an American Indi- 
an Movement activist, is serving life in 
prison after being framed for the deaths 
of two FBI agents killed during the 1975 
Pine Ridge siege. 

Lecce 5 

The Lecce 5 are awaiting trial, acaised of 
damaging gas pumps in opposition to the 
war on Iraq, targeting Benetton in support 
of the Mapuche and damaging an ATM at a 
bank with links to an immigrant-detention 
facility. Annalisa Capone is free on bail. 

•Marina Ferrari, via XXI aprile, 29 
CAP 73042, Casarano (LE), Italy. Under 
house arrest. 

•Cristian Paladini, Via De Mura 
C2/73100, Lecce, Italy. Under house 
arrest. 

•Salvatore Signore, Casa Circondaria- 
le di Sulmona, Via Lamaccio 21, 67039 
Sulmona (AQ), Italy. 


Mapuche 

The indigenous Mapuche people in Chile 
are fighting to defend their forests from 
multinational companies. 

•Aniceto Norin Catriman and Pascual 
Pichun Paillalao, Carcel de Traiguen — 
Coronel Gregorio Urrutia N° 129, Trai- 
guen, IX Region, Chile. Mapuche lonkos 
(chiefs) serving five years for intimida- 
tion and "terrorist arson." 

•Victor Ancalaf Llaupe, Complejo 
Penitenciario El Manzano Concep- 
cion — Direction, Camino a Penco N° 
450 Casilla 70, Chile. Mapuche leader 
serving five years for "terrorist arson." 

•Jaime Huenchullan Cayul, Juan Car- 
los Huenulao Tricauko, Florencio Jaime 
Marileo Saravia, Jose Patricio Marileo 
Saravia, Jose Nain Curamil and Patri- 
cia Troncoso Robles, Centro Detention 
Penitenciaria Pedro Aguirre — Cerda 
N° 80 y Los Confines s/n°, Angol, IX 
Region, Chile. Huenchullan is awaiting 
trial, accused of theft and intimidation. 
Huenulao is awaiting trial, accused 
of "terrorist arson." Troconso and the 
Marileos are serving 10 years for "ter- 
rorist arson." Nain, a Mapuche leader, 
is serving five years for arson. 

MOVE 

The "MOVE 9," members of an eco-rev- 
olutionary group, were framed for the mur- 
der of a cop and sentenced to 30 to 100 
years each. 

•Debbie Simms Africa, #00630", Janet 
Holloway Africa, #006308, and Janine 
Philips Africa, #006309, SCI Cambridge 
Springs, 451 Fullerton Ave, Cambridge 
Springs, PA 16403-1238, USA. 

•Michael Davis Africa, #AM4973, 
and Charles Simms Africa, #AM4975, 
SCI Grateford, POB 244, Grateford, PA 
19426- 0244, USA. 

•Edward Goodman Africa, #AM4974, 
SCI Mahanoy, 301 Morea Rd, Frackville, 
PA 17931, USA. 

•William Philips Africa, #AM4984, and 
Delbert Orr Africa, #AM4985, SCI Dallas, 
Drawer K, Dallas, PA 18612, USA. 

•Mumia Abu-Jamal, #AM8335, SCI 
Greene, 175 Progress Dr, Waynesburg, 
PA 15370, USA. Abu-Jamal, a politically 
active journalist, was framed for the 
murder of a cop in 1981. 


Political Prisoners 

•Harjit Singh Gill, #148118-097, 111 
Taylor St, San Francisco, CA 94102, USA. 
Serving six months in a halfway house 
for lying to a grand jury that was inves- 
tigating two ALF arsons of McDonald's. 

•Robert "Rob los Ricos" Thaxton, 
#12112716, MCCF, 4005 Aumsville 
Hwy, Salem, OR 97301, USA. Serving a 
seven-year mandatory minimum sen- 
tence for throwing a rock at a cop at a 
1999 Reclaim the Streets action in Eu- 
gene, Oregon. 

•Fran Thompson, #1090915 HU 1C, 
WERDCC, POB 300, Vandalia, MO 
63382-0300, USA. Before she was giv- 
en a life sentence in the early 1990s 
for shooting a stalker in self defense, 
Thompson was active in animal rights 
and environmental campaigns. 

Vieques 

Actions taken during a May 2003 cel- 
ebration of the end of US military maneu- 
vers on Vieques, Puerto Rico, led to the 
conviction of several activists for conspir- 
acy to destroy federal property. 

•Jose Perez Gonzalez, #21519-069, 
Federal Prison Camp, POB 725, Edge- 
field, SC 29824-0725, USA. Serving five 
years. 

•Jose Velez Acosta, #23883-069, 
Federal Correctional Complex, US 
Penitentiary, POB 1033, Coleman, FL 
33521-1033, USA. Serving two years 
and nine months. 

Prisoner Support Groups 

•Books through Bars, 4722 Baltimore 
Ave, Philadelphia, PA 19143, USA; 
www.booksthroughbars.org. 

•Break the Chains Prisoner Support 
Group, POB 12122, Eugene, OR 97440, 
USA; www.breakthechains.net. 

•Critical Resistance, 1904 Franklin 
St, Ste 504, Oakland, CA 94612, USA; 
www.criticalresistance.org. 

•Earth Liberation Prisoners Support 
Network, www.spiritoffreedom.org.uk. 

•Prison Activist Resource Center, 
POB 339, Berkeley, CA 94701, USA; 
www.prisonactivist.org. 

•Prison Moratorium Project, 388 
Atlantic Ave, 3rd Floor, Brooklyn, NY 
11217, USA; www.nomoreprisons.org. 
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Statement to the Court 


by Peter Young 

On September 2, Peter Young pleaded guilty to two counts un- 
der the Animal Enterprise Terrorism Act relating to the release 
of more than 8,000 mink from fur farms. On November 8, he 
was sentenced to two years in prison. Because Young is currently 
in the "transfer process, " in which he is repeatedly moved be- 
tween prisons with little warning before 
finally being placed at a permanent loca- 
tion, he must currently be written to via 
letters@supportpeter.com. For more infor- 
mation, visit www.supportpeter.com. 

The following is Young's statement to 
the court at his sentencing. As Young did 
a large amount of improvisation, what 
follows is an approximation based on 
his notes and the memory of supporters 
in the courtroom. 

This is the customary time when 
the defendant expresses regret for 
the crimes they committed. So let 
me do that, because I am not with- 
out my regrets. I am here today to 
be sentenced for my participation in 
releasing mink from six fur farms. I 
regret that it was only six. I'm also 
here today to be sentenced for my 
participation in the freeing of 8,000 
mink from those farms. I regret that 
it was only 8,000. It is my understanding that of those six 
farms, only two of them have since shut down. I regret 
that it was only two. 

More than anything, I regret my restraint — because 
whatever damage we did to those businesses, if those 


farms were left standing and one animal was left behind, 
then it wasn't enough. 

I don't wish to validate this proceeding by begging for 
mercy or appealing to the conscience of the court, because 
I know that if this system had a conscience, I would not be 
here, and in my place would be all the butchers, vivisec- 
tors and fur farmers of the world. 

Just as I will remain unbowed be- 
fore this court — which would see 
me imprisoned for an act of con- 
science — I will also deny the fur 
farmers in the room the pleasure of 
seeing me bow down before them. 
To those people here whose sheds 
I may have visited in 1997, let me 
tell you directly for the first time: 
It was a pleasure to raid your farms 
| and to free those animals you held 
3 captive. It is those animals I an- 
I swer to, not you or this court. I will 
i forever mark those nights on your 
5 property as the most rewarding ex- 
| perience of my life. 

I And to those farmers or other savages 
5 who may read my words in the future 
= and smile at my fate, just remember: 
We have put more of you into bank- 
ruptcy than you have put liberators 
into prison. Don't forget that. 

Let me thank everyone in the courtroom who came to 
support me today. It is my last wish before prison that 
each of you drive to a nearby fur farm tonight, tear down 
its fence and open every cage. 

That's all. 



Oregon Ccodefense Prisoners Freed 


On December 6, Stephen Marshall 
and Charles Jordan pleaded guilty 
to "improper storage of dynamite," 
a misdemeanor, were fined $25 and 
released. They appeared with their 
court-appointed attorneys in front 
of Judge Garr M. King, who dropped 
all the other charges against them. 
While the charge carried a maximum 
sentence of one year in jail, the dis- 
trict attorney had only recommend- 
ed six months. Both men are now 
free on time served. Marshall will be 
staying at the Washington County 
Restitution Center for six months of 
post-prison supervision. Jordan had 
been released to a halfway house by a 


judge's order in August, and he is now 
staying with family members. Neither 
man was sentenced to probation. 

In October 2004, Marshall and Jor- 
dan were squatting an abandoned 
farmhouse in Hillsboro, Oregon, that 
had electricity but no running water. 
The house was raided by the Hillsboro 
Police Department, in response to a 
trespassing call made by neighbors. 
During their search of the house, po- 
lice found dynamite in the basement 
and a bowl containing nitroglycerin. 
The dynamite is said to have come 
from a nearby barn, discovered dur- 
ing a more intensive search of the 
property. Marshall and Jordan were 


originally accused of planning to 
destroy vehicles and equipment be- 
longing to Morse Bros., a company 
that runs quarries throughout Ore- 
gon and operates a concrete materi- 
als and tool business. 

Both men accuse Morse Bros, of 
polluting Rock Creek, which flows 
from the Tualatin Mountains to the 
Tualatin River. Rock Creek and its 
tributaries pass through rapidly ur- 
banizing neighborhoods within the 
cities of Hillsboro and Beaverton, 
making water quality a vital issue. 

The political aspect of Marshall 
and Jordan's intentions were not 
discussed in court. 
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John Timoney Strikes Again 

Miami Adopts Counterinsurgency Tactics Against Citizens 


by Atlatl 

On November 28, the Miami, Florida, police depart- 
ment unveiled "Operation Miami Shield," a plan suppos- 
edly intended to thwart terrorism through random and 
public displays of police force. The plan is brought to the 
people of Miami by Police Chief John Timoney, the same 
man who directed the brutal, counterinsurgency-style 
campaign against those protesting the Free Trade Area of 
the Americas Summit in 2003. 

The basic principle of Operation Miami Shield is to keep 
people guessing. The police may dispatch small patrols of 
uniformed and plainclothes officers to randomly walk 
through high-traffic pedestrian areas like malls and subways. 
These officers may close off certain areas or demand to see 
identification and search particular people. On the more 
extreme end, officers might surround a bank, call out the 
manager and lecture everyone inside about good counter- 
terrorism practices. The amount of time that officers spend 
at any given place will vary, from minutes to hours, and the 
operations will take place at all hours of the day and night. 

"People are definitely going to notice it," Deputy Po- 
lice Chief Frank Fernandez said. "We want that shock. We 
want that awe. But at the same time, we don't want people 
to feel their rights are being threatened. We need them to 
be our eyes and ears." 

That's right, because the other component of Operation 
Miami Shield is surveillance. Police may conduct long- 
term surveillance operations on high-traffic public areas 
to identify who is present, and when. But more impor- 
tantly, they hope to enlist regular citizens into becoming 
a civilian spy force. Another crucial tactic of Miami Shield 
is... fliering. And giving out free pens. 

The Miami police want everyone to have an Opera- 
tion Miami Shield flier, business card or brochure, with 
information about who to call if they detect something 
suspicious. The police want to train local businesspeople 
to report... well, it's not clear what, but presumably what- 
ever the police want to know about. And the pens? Those 
display the email address for the department's homeland 
security division: homelandsecurity@miami-police.org. 

Reports are mixed as to whether random ID searches or 
detentions will be involved in Operation Miami Shield; 
police now deny it, but it's not clear why anyone would 
voluntarily take time out of their day to be lectured about 
terrorism if they really felt free to leave. 

In one sense, the plan is absurd and deserves a good 
laugh — but in another, it is deeply disturbing. No seri- 
ous terrorist or criminal (or direct-action activist, for that 
matter) is going to be foiled by police grandstanding. It 
doesn't take a genius to figure out that the police simply 
cannot be everywhere, and a plainclothes officer riding a 
bus isn't going to stop a suicide bomber from flicking a 
switch — unless maybe the cop has X-Ray vision. 



The obvious target of Operation Miami Shield is the 
public — or, more specifically, the public's psyche. On the 
one hand, the police want people to get used to public 
shows of police force, and to accept it as a normal part of 
everyday life, the price you pay for safety. 

At the same time, Operation Miami Shield mimics a cru- 
cial part of the counterinsurgency warfare tactic that the 
US military calls Low Intensity Conflict. Under this mod- 
el, employed most notoriously in Latin America, military 
and paramilitary/police units set out to degrade people's 
quality of life, thus sapping their energy and destroying 
their will to resist the powers that be. Random searches 
and overt displays of paramilitary force are an essential 
part of convincing the people that the police are all-seeing 
and irresistible. They foster a sense of oppression among 
those who are hostile to government interests, creating 
stress and depression and making people less capable of 
organizing revolutionary movements. 

It's a win-win situation for the cops: you make some peo- 
ple feel safer and thereby identify with you more strongly, 
while you simultaneously make the people who oppose 
you feel under siege, wearing them down psychologically. 

"We want people to feel they can go about their normal 
course of business, but we want them to be aware," said 
Mary Ann Viverette, president of the International Asso- 
ciation of Chiefs of Police. 

Of course. Go about your business, but never forget that 
the police are everywhere. 

Atlatl actually believes that we can overthrow this ecocidal 
system, but only if we take its armed forces very seriously. 
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International Earth First! Organizers’ 
Conference and Winter Rendezvous 

February 13-20 0 Fa/m 13 each Founfy, Foufh F/orie/a 


BY THE 2006 OC 
Organizing Committee 

Is Winter in your biore- 
gion a time of rest, a lull 
in activity in acceptance 
of nature's cycles? Maybe 
February is the peak of a 
long and frigid season that 
has you curious about what 
your bare skin looks like, or 
what it was like to have full 
sensation in your fingers 
and toes? 

Down here in the swamps 
and beaches of south Flori- 
da, things are a little differ- 
ent: The ocean is a perfect 
swimming temperature; the community gardens are in 
their full glory; with the mosquitoes at bay, it's the perfect 
time for hikes through the pine flatwoods, cypress swamps 
and dwindling scrub lands; what's left of local citrus trees 
offers a fresh-squeezed, daily immune-system boost; and 
our season of kicking ass against developers and venture 
capitalists is just about to reach its climax. 

We're inviting you out of hibernation and back out onto 
the frontlines! It's that time of the year again, when the EF! 
network gathers up to hash out crucial movement decisions 
and direction, party its brains into mush and then invigo- 
rate the hosting bioregion with some badass action(s). So 
start making your travel plans and affinity group schemes. 

Location and Schedule 

The Organizers' Conference (OC) will take place in the 
swamps of the Everglades’ northwestern border, along the 
Hungryland Slough. Organizing meetings will be Febru- 
ary 15-17 at the Everglades Youth Camp inside the J.W. 
Corbett Wildlife Management Area, which has full facili- 
ties including cabin options, a swimming hole and, uh... 
alligators. Friday night will be the traditional "Night To 
Howl!" gathering of the Warrior Poets Society, so bring 
poems, songs and stories to share. The weekend will con- 
tinue on a primitive campsite as the Winter Rendezvous 
and fiesta. Bring your workshops, music, and hiking gear. . . 
and plan on sticking around, potentially, for a following 
week of actions. 

International Invite 

South Florida is a very accessible location for internation- 
al travel and is a social hotspot for global commerce and 


politics. For several years, 
the globalization move- 
ment has influenced (and 
been influenced by) EF!, but 
rarely has it been possible to 
dialogue with eco-radicals in 
other parts of the world — es- 
pecially the majority-world 
movements that have been 
inspiring direct-action ef- 
forts within the US empire. 
For these reasons, the invita- 
tion is being put out to help 
bring folks from other coun- 
tries' radical environmental 
movements and indigenous 
stmggles here for the OC 
and Winter Rendezvous. 

What to Bring 

We are requesting a $25-50 donation to cover the costs of 
the gathering, and any extra to help with travel compensa- 
tion (plus sending a few bucks to our neighbors in Katuah 
for the Summer Rendezvous). If your bioregion knows that 
it will need assistance, please get in touch ASAP. Also, we 
want to encourage people to bust out that old stack of EF! 
Journals and review the past years' OC write-ups before 
coming down. If you don't have access to some old timer's 
archives in your area, get in touch and we'll send copies of 
the past several years-worth. Bring basic camping gear and 
food. Please notify the planning committee soon if you will 
be needing childcare or have any other needs. 

What's on the table for the EF! OC? 

There have been a couple of ideas for OC topics kicked 
around in the network-at-large, and there are also some 
ideas that, as the hosting region, we would like to see at- 
tention given to. Last year's OC seems to have been a more 
reflective, inner-growth and recovery-focused conference. 
So this year, we are reaching toward the other end of the 
spectrum and will be oriented toward movement strategy 
and vision on the broader scale. 

Below are some of the topics likely to end up on the 
final agenda (to be hashed out the Tuesday night before 
the OC and confirmed at the Wednesday morning open- 
ing circle). 

Reports from the EF! Journal: This is a standard subject 
of EF! gatherings, but there are some recent happenings in 
the eco-radical publishing world that might make for inter- 
esting discussions/proposals. For example, two prominent 
movement publications, Wild Earth and Do or Die, have 



Gators abound in south Florida. 
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ceased production, while newer projects such as Green An- 
archy have grown in circulation and recognition. Does this 
influence how the EF! Journal should focus its content? 

Evaluating strategies, tools and tactics: In the past year 
and a half, an article/proposal "Down with the Empire! 
Up with the Spring!" (from Do or Die, Issue 10) has been 
circulating the eco-anarchist networks. Essentially, it is 
promoting the Hotspot Theory as a global ecodefense/ 
indigenous solidarity strategy and a Stop Huntingdon 
Animal Cruelty-style tactical approach for its grassroots 
application. Is it the most coherent vision of movement 
direction since EF! first promoted wilderness corridors for 
North American biodiversity restoration more than 20 
years ago, or is it too rigid, lofty and spoiled with corpo- 
rate/NGO influence? The original article(s) can be found 
at eco-action.org/dod/nolO/empire.htm. 

Examining our visions and aspirations: For the dura- 
tion of EF!, the perspectives of deep ecology have been 
a driving and unifying factor of the 
movement. In the past decade, an 
anarchistic worldview has had a 
growth spurt within EF!. Certain 
elements of anarchy have, of 
course, been there all along, 
but most would agree that a 
shift of some sort appears to 
be occurring. In certain ways, 
it is as cultural as it is ideologi- 
cal. The "green anarchy" ten- 
dency still seems to reflect the 
principles of deep ecology but 
also brings some of its own aspira- 
tions, visions of a future world 
and ideas of how we might get 
there. Is the growing energy 
around the Feral Visions/ 

Green Anarchy gatherings 
evidence of that? What, if 
anything, does that mean 
for EF! as a "movement?" 

Review of state repres- 
sion: How has the anti- 
terrorist legislation of the 
past several years affected 
EF! and related groups? How 
have folks been effective in 
fighting back? 

Anti-oppression check-in: How have rac- 
ism, sexism, xenophobia, homophobia and 
other oppressive tendencies been mani- 
festing themselves in our organizing and 
direct-action efforts? How are people chal- 
lenging them successfully? Are there still anti- 
immigrant sentiments in our midst? How can 
we expose them and send 'em on their way 
for good? 

Bioregional/international roundup: What 
are people up to within the EF! network, the 
environmental direct-action movement 
and its extended web of affinity? How do 
we fit into the bigger picture? Where are 
our strengths and weaknesses? Whose 


campaigns could use some extra hands, who has hands to 
spare? We can also expect a direct update from the Alter- 
native Social Forum in Venezuela. 

Evening presentations: We, as a planning committee, 
will try to arrange evening presentations from organiza- 
tions and/or individuals for Wednesday and Thursday 
night. If you have ideas on who this should be (and can 
help make arrangements), please get in touch as soon 
as possible. 

Winter Rendezvous! 

The Winter Rendezvous, February 18-20, is a time to 
kick back, enjoy each others' company, inspire each other 
with our skillshares and workshops, eat damn good food 
and revel in the good times so that we can more clearly 
know what kind of relationships with people and with the 
land that we are fighting for in our day-to-day lives. 

There is a growing list of workshops in the works, but 
you can expect to see some of the following topics pop-up 
over the weekend. From Defensive to Offen- 
sive: Resisting Ecocide in Latin America; 
Fighting Gentrification: Connect- 
ing with Community-Led Ur- 
ban Land Struggles; Probing 
the Techno-Nightmare: Bio, 
Nano, Robo, Cellular, etc.; 
Primitive Skillshares; Plant 
Walks; Indigenous Soli- 
darity in North America; 
Coastal Ecology Issues; A 
Radical Look At Climate, 
Energy and the Eco-Inti- 
fada; Defending Ancient 
Forests in the Pacific North- 
west; Kicking Mountaintop 
Removal Out of Appala- 
chia; Community Gar- 
dens: Claiming Space 
for Nature in the Heart 
of the Beast; Earth and 
Animal Liberation Prisoner 
Support; Exploring the Deeper Effects 
of Civilization on Our Bodies and 
Communities; and Making Your 
Own Homebrew. 

Also, anyone who has been 
attending recent EF! gather- 
ings knows that there has been a 
lull in musician participation, so tell 
your friends to bring their songs and instruments. 
We're not gonna promise Utah Phillips or anything 
(of course you're invited, Utah, we just don't wanna 
get all the hopes up. Maybe you can make it a surprise 
this time!), but we are hoping that some of the newer 
generation of radical folkies who have been rousing 
the rabble in the streets will come serenade us in the 
swamps, too. 

For more information and to find out about ongo- 
ing campaigns in south Florida, contact the 2006 
EF! OC Committee, POB 961, Lake Worth, FL 
33460; (561) 547-6686; jeagaearthfirst@riseup. 
net; www.earthfirst2006oc.info. 
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Call to Action Against 
Animal Torture Center! 

Oxford University in Oxford, England, 
has started work on an animal torture 
center ("primate research lab”) that was 
previously brought to a halt in July 2004. 
SPEAK (formerly Stop Primate Experiments 
at Cambridge, SPEAC) has always expected 
this day to come, and is neither surprised 
nor unprepared for the battle ahead. 

This is just the beginning of the next 
stage of the battle. In phase one, the ani- 
mal rights movement worldwide took on 
the might of Oxford University, the phar- 
maceutical industry and the British gov- 
ernment, and defeated them. Now it is 
time to redouble the efforts to defeat them 
once again. 

Oxford University can rest assured that 
SPEAK will never go away, will never give 
up as long as the new animal torture cen- 
ter stands. Even if it takes years, SPEAK 
will be highlighting the university's lies 
and animal abuse. SPEAK will follow its 
every move, and nothing it does will es- 
cape notice. 

No matter where you are in the world, 
you can help in this fight. The next year's 
campaign promises to be hard fought, 
and SPEAK will oppose Oxford Univer- 
sity every inch of the way. 

Let the battle begin. 

For more information, contactSPEAK, POB 
6712, Northampton, NN2 6XR, England; 
www.speakcampaigns.org.uk. 


Stand in Defense of the Last Wild Buffalo! 


If you are serious about wanting to help protect the last wild herd 
of buffalo in the US, please join the Buffalo Field Campaign (BFC) on 
the frontlines: BFC is the only group living and working in the Yel- 
lowstone ecosystem full time, on patrol all day, every day that buffalo 
are in danger. BFC patrols defend the buffalo on their critical, native 
Montana habitat and document every move made against them. 

Volunteers are greatly needed during the Winter, when the buffalo 
migrate to lower elevation in search of forage, and the Spring, when 
the mothers venture to their traditional calving grounds outside the 
park. Any buffalo outside the park is in danger of being shot, hazed, or 
captured and slaughtered. 

All volunteers are provided room and board. We respect vegan and 
vegetarian diets. We are located in a warm log cabin by beautiful Heb- 
gen Lake, just a few miles outside of West Yellowstone, Montana. 

There are many jobs to choose from — patrols, cabin projects, educa- 
tional projects, etc. Patrols are done with cars, skis or snowshoes. If you 
do not know how to ski or snowshoe, do not fret, we will teach you. 

For more info., contact BFC, (406) 646-0070; buffalo@wildrockies.org; 
www.buffalolieldcampaign.org. 
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www.peacesupplies.org 


Speak Out for the Earth 
on Progressive Talk Radio 

Charles Goyette on newstalk1010.net 
Erin Hart on KIRO710.com 
Jay Marvin on AM760.net 
Betsy Rosenberg on EcoTalkBlog.com 
Bob Kincaid on HeadOnRadio.com 
Thom Hartmann on RadioPower.org 
StephanieMiller.com . 

Laura Flanders on Air America Radio www.radio-locator.com 
TheTonyShow.com Reclaim the airwaves. 

And, many right-wing hosts are open to dissent. 






JpKgferrJft secure online ordering * 

> ,ast **•»•"« * 
TT.if books. yines. CDs. DVDs, posters, gear am) more * 
new titles weekly » 
independent as tuck * 


infoSHOP 


infoshopnDw.com 


The NAFTA fraud in Mexico, the failure of the WTO, 

and the case for global revolt. 


New DVD release! 

contains english and Spanish versions 
64 minutes , includes choice of 3 shorter edits 

order from: 

_ www.activistmediaproject.net 
www.akpress.org 


Subscribe to the Earth First! Journal ...the radical environmental journal 


Name O $ 500 Lifetime Subscription q $40 Surface Mail, International 

O $25 Regular Rate ($22 low income) r\ $40 Air Mail, Canada or Mexico 

Address 

O $40 First Class Q $50 Air Mail, International 

City, State, Zip+4 Q $40 Anonymous Envelope (US $, no foreign checks) 

1 Country O $ 75 Corporate or Law Enforcement Rate j DONATION 

iail O Send me a free Keep It Wild EF! music compilation with my subscription 

Mail to: Earth First! Journal-subscriptions Credit Card Orders circle one: Visa / MC 

POB 3023, Tucson, AZ 85702 # Exp. date 


Credit Card Orders 


circle one: Visa / MC 
Exp. date 
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The Rhizome Collective presents 

R.U.S.T. 

RADICAL URBAN 
SUSTAINABILITY TRAINING 



An intensive 
seminar in 
urban ecological 
survival skills: 
Exploring the 
cross-section of 
permaculture and 
social activism 
in building 
autonomous 
communities 


Topics and hands-on demos 


• Low-tech bioremediation (cleaning contaminated 

soils using plants, fungi and bacteria) 

• Rainwater harvesting 

• Aquaculture: ponds/plants/fish/algae 

• Constructed wetlands/Greywater 

• Passive solar and bicycle windmills 

• Humanure and worm composting 

• Biogas and veggie oil biofuels 

• Soil repair and asphalt removal 

• DIY air purification and food forests 

• City chickens and micro-livestock 

• Natural building in the city 

• Brownfield restoration 

• Struggles for land and gentrification 

• Resource privatization 

• Energy depletion and city futures 

• Creating autonomous communities 

• Bikes Across Borders 

• Independent Media 

• Books for Prisoners 

March 25-26, 2006 Austin, Texas 

For info or reservations: 

512 294 9580 or events@rhizomecollective.org 

www.rhizomecollective.org/rust.htmI 


National Conference on 
Organized. Resistance 

★ ★ ★ ★ ★ 

February „3-5, 2006 — Washington, D.C. 

Organi zedRe sis tance . org 


In dozens of hews articles detailing 
numerous underground actions in North 
America, comment has been unavailable 
to counter the interests of the animal 
abusers, who have spoken largely 
unopposed. 


i 


?:W\ Wh 

I 


No longer. 

NAALPO members are not 
“spokespersons'’ for the animal liberation 
movement, but rather a growing group of 
tested, well-spoken professionals and 
activists who provide the media with 
information regarding actions by the 
underground, along with explanations of 
their ideology and philosophy. 

#' k " 4 L, ■ 

For more information, 
contact: 


NORTH AMERICAN 

ANIMAL 

LIBERATION 
PRESS OFFICE 

21044 Sherman Way #21 1 
Canoga Park, CA 91302 
Ph: (818) 932-9997 Fax: (818) 932-9998 
www.AnimalLibPress.org 
animallibpress@yahoo.com 




, Concerned dingles 

|fl£ links socially conscious 

singles who care deeply about 
jj the earth, the environment, 
and a healthy society. 

■u|F Nationwide / international 

" t | All ages • Straight / gay 

Since 1984 

free sample: Box 444-EF 
1 Lenox Dale, MA 01242 

OR TELEPHONE (413) 243-4350 
or visit www.concernedsingles.com 
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EARTH 



ARIZONA 

Chuk'shon EF! 

sabthebastards@hotmail.com 

Flagstaff Activist Network 

POB 911, Flagstaff, AZ 86002 

(928) 213-9507; info@flagstaffactivist.org 

Phoenix EF! 

phoenixef@excite.com 

Tucson EF! 

az_earth_first@hotmail .com 

CALIFORNIA 

ACT UP SF! 

1884 Market St, San Francisco, CA 94102 
(415) 864-6686; actupsf@hotmail.com 
Direct Action Fund 
POB 210, Canyon, CA 94516 
North Coast EF! 

POB 28, Areata, CA 95518 

(707) 825-6598; shunka_2004@yahoo.com 

Santa Cruz EF! 


POB 344, Santa Cruz, CA 95061 

cruzef@cruzio.com 

Sierra Nevada EF! 

collective@sierranevadaearthfirst.org 

Slingshot/The Infoshop 

3124 Shattuck Ave, Berkeley, CA 94705 

(510) 540-0751; slingshot@tao.ca 

smartMeme Strategy St Training Project 

2940 16th St #216, San Francisco, CA 94103 

info@smartmeme.com 

COLORADO 

Breakdown Book Collective 
1409 Ogden St, Denver, CO 80218 
(303) 832-7952; 
info@breakdowncollective.org 
DIY Traveler's Inn 

(303) 554-0923; pathogenusa@ecomail.org 
CONNECTICUT 
Environmental Library Fund 
25 Newtown Turnpike, Weston, CT 06883 


(203) 227-2065; remyc@prodigy.net 

FLORIDA 

Jeaga EF! 

(561) 547-6686; jeagaearthfirst@riseup.net 
INDIANA 

Boxcar Books Sr Community Center 
310A S Washington St, Bloomington, 

IN 47401 

(812) 323-7328; boxcar@boxcarbooks.org 
Roadblock EF! 
roadblockef@yahoo.com 
KANSAS 

Solidarity! Radical Library 

1119 Massachusetts St, Lawrence, KS 66044 

(785) 865-1374 

MAINE 

Foglight Distribution 
POB 1582, Portland, ME 04104 
Maine EF! 

POB 917, Belfast, ME 04915 

maineef@yahoo.com 

People's Free Space 

peoplesfreespace@riseup.net 

MASSACHUSETTS 

Lawrence Grassroots Initiative 

POB 43, Lawrence, MA 01642 

Mass Direct Action 

POB 484, Somerset, MA 02726 

massdirectaction@riseup.net 

MICHIGAN 

Massasauga EF! 

POB 44173, Detroit, MI 48244 
MINNESOTA 
Church of Deep Ecology 
POB 16075, St Paul, MN 55116 
(800) 862-7031; 

contact@churchofdeepecology.org 

Forest Ecosystems Action Group 

2441 Lyndale Ave S, Minneapolis, MN 55405 

paarise@mtn.org 

MISSOURI 

Confluence/St Louis IMC 

POB 63232, St Louis, MO 63163 

(314) 772-0322 

MONTANA 

Buffalo Field Campaign 

POB 957, West Yellowstone, MT 59758 
(406) 646-0070; buffalo@wildrockies.org 
Wild Rockies EF! 

(406) 961-0171; odinswyrd@yahoo.com 
NEBRASKA 

Environmental Resource Center 

(308) 432-3458; buffalobmce@panhandle.net 

NEW Y OR K 

Central New York EF! 

POB 37044, Syracuse, NY 13235 
Project Harmony 
216 W 122 St, New York, NY 10027 
(212) 662-2878; haja216@aol.com 
Activism Center at Wetlands Preserve 
POB 344, New York, NY 10108 
(201) 928-2831; 

activism@wetlands-preserve.org 
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first! directory 


NEW IERSEY 

Green Vigilance 

46 E Monroe, Mt Holly, NJ 08060 

(609) 265-0392 

South Jersey/Philly EF! 

224 W Glencove Ave, Northfield, NJ 08225 

philly earthfi rst@yahoo .com 

NORTH CAROLINA 

Katuah EF!/Roadkill Faction 

POB 1485, Asheville, NC 28802 

Uwharrie EF! 

bison 1 2@wildmail.com 

OHIO 

Corner Books 

108A Dayton St, Yellow Springs, OH 45387 
Hock-Hocking EF! 

23 Elliott St, Athens, OH 45701 

(740) 592-2581; 

info@easternforestdefense.org 

The Wire: A Community Resource Center 

21 Kern St, Athens, OH 45701 

(740) 589-5111; thewire@riseup.net 

OREGON 

Blue Mountains Biodiversity Project 

27803 Williams Ln, Fossil, OR 97830 
Cascadia EF! 

POB 10384, Eugene, OR 97440 

ef@cascadiarising.org 

Cascadia Forest Defenders 

POB 11122, Eugene, OR 97440 

(541) 684-8977; forestdefenders@riseup.net 

Cascadia Rising! Ecodefense 

POB 12583, Portland, OR 97212 

(503) 493-7495; action@cascadiarising.org 

Green Anarchy 

POB 11331, Eugene, OR 97440 

collective@greenanarchy.org 

UO Survival Center 

EMU, Ste 1, UO Campus Center, Eugene, 

OR 97403 
(541) 346-4356 ' 

PENNSYLVANIA 
EF! Philly 

earthfirstphilly@riseup.net 
RHODE ISLAND 
Ocean State EF! 
oceanstate_ef@riseup .net 
TENNESSEE 

Katuah EF!/Tennessee Valley Faction 
POB 281, Chattanooga, TN 37401 
(423) 505-9207; elfensteinll26@yahoo.com 
Nashville EF! 

mjsnashville@hushmail.com 
Three Rivers EF! 

POB 16309, Knoxville, TN 37996 

(865) 633-8483; annebonnylives@yalioo.com 

TEXAS 

Dirty South EF! 

POB 667302, Houston, TX 77266-73(12 

dsef@riseup.net 

UTAH 

Wild Wasatch EF! 

8790 W 25800 N, Portage, UT 84331 


(435) 866-2137 
VERMONT 

Save the Corporations from Themselves 
169 Main St, Brattleboro, VT 05301 
(802) 254-4847; larrysvt@hotmail.com 

Shenandoah EF! 

POB 504, Harrisonburg, VA 22803 

risinguphburg@yahoo.com 

WASHINGTON 

Environmental Resource Center 

Evergreen State College, Olympia, WA 98505 

(360) 867-6784 

The Last Wizards 

2103 Harrison Ave #2341, Olympia, 


WA 98502 

james@lastwizards.com 

Olympia EF! 

POB 2640, Olympia, WA 98507 

olyef@cascadiarising. org 

Shuksan Direct Action 

sda@riseup.net 

WISCONSIN 

Madison EF!/Infoshop 

1019 Williamson St #B, Madison, W1 53703 

(608) 262-9036 

WYOMING 

Teewinot EF! 

POB 1588, Wilson, WY 83014 

(307) 690-6961; teewinotef@wildrockies.org 


INTERNATIONAL CONTACTS 


AUSTRALIA 

EF! Australia 

POB 161, Norseman, WA, 6443, Australia 

efoz@earthfirst.org.au 

EF! OZ-Jervis Bay 

POB 295, Nowra, NSW, 2541, Australia 

EF! Belgium Support Group 

belgium2005@groenfront.be 

Elaho EF! 

earth_first@resist.ca 

CZECH. RE PUBLIC 

Car Busters 

Kratka 26, 100 00 Prague 10, Czech Republic 
(420) 274-810-849; (420) 274-777-019 (fax); 
info@carbusters.org 
EIRE 

An Talamh Glas (Green Earth) 

atgblue@yahoo.com 

ENG LA ND 

EF! Action Update 

12 London Rd, Brighton BN1 4JA, UK 

mail@actionupdate . org. uk 

Leeds EF! c/o CRC 

16 Sholebroke Ave, Leeds LS7 3HB, UK 
0113-262-9365; leedsef@ukf.net 

London EF! 

84B Whitechapel High St, London El 0, UK 

eflondon@ziplip.com 

London Rising Tide 

62 Fieldgate St, London El 1ES, UK 

0770-879-4665; londoo@risingtide.org.uk 

Manchester EF! 

22a Beswick St, Manchester M4 7HS, UK 
mancef@nematode.freeserve.co.uk 

Road Block 

POB 164, Totnes, TQ9 5WX, UK 
020-7729-6973; office@roadblock.org.uk 
GERMANY , 

EF! Germany 


c/o Manuel Lindinger 

Steinstrasse 10, Seitenfluegel Rechts, 12045 

Berlin, Germany 

green . rage@web.de 

ISRAEL 

Green Action Israel 

POB 4611, Tel Aviv 61046, Israel 
NETHERLANDS 

ASEED Europe 

Plantage Doklaan 12 A, 1018 CM, 
Amsterdam, Netherlands 
31-20-668-2236; 31-20-468-2275 (fax); 
aseedeur@antenna.nl 
Vrienden van GroenFront! 

POB 85069, 3508 AB Utrecht, Netherlands 
31-84-8666018 (fax); 
net herlands2005@groen front . nl 
NIGE RIA 

Environmental Rescue International/ 

EF! Nigeria 

20 Dawson Rd, by Forestry Junction, Benin 
City, Nigeria 

environmentalrescue@yahoo.co.uk 

RUSSIA 

ECODEFENSE! 

POB 1477, Kaliningrad, 236000, Russia 
(0112) 44-84-43 

Green Korea United 

110-740 #605 Korean Ecumenical Bldg 136-56 

Younji-Dong, Jongro-Gu, Seoul, South Korea 

82-2-747-8500; greenkorea@greenkorea.org 

UKRA INE 

Rainbow Keepers 

POB 322, Kiev 252187, Ukraine 

7 38 (044) 265-7628 

WALES 

Gwynedd & Mon EF! 

The Greenhouse, 1, Trevelvan Terr Bangor, 
Gwynedd LL57 1AX, Wales 


January -February 2006 Earth First! Page 47 



Simple Advice to Revolutionaries 


WHAT 

EVERY 

RADICAL 

SHOULD 

KNOW 

ABOUT 



STATE 

REPRESSION 

a guide for activists 

Victor Serge 


BY SOLEDAD 

What Every Radical Should Know 
About State Repression: A Guide for 
Activists by Victor Serge, Ocean 
Press, 2005. 

The radical environmental 
movement is under attack by po- 
lice surveillance, political repres- 
sion, infiltration and provocation. 
Is the intensity of this attack a 
reflection of the vulnerability of 
contemporary capital? Are indi- 
vidual attacks merely moves in 
a larger game, within which our 
own organizations and actions 
have become pawns? Does our 
own fear of surveillance increase 
the likelihood that our organiza- 
tions will collapse? 

We are not the first movement 
to grapple with these questions. 
In planning our security train- 
ings, deciding what level of paranoia is most 
appropriate and implementing strategies to 
respond to repression, lessons learned in 


other communities and movements must 
be consulted. 

Ocean Press has re-released Victor Serge's 
1926 What Every Radical Should Know About 
State Repression: A Guide for Activists, with a 
new introduction by Dalia Hashad of the 
American Civil Liberties Union. In this still- 
timely treatise, Serge recounts the training 
and strategies used by the Tsarist military 
police in their surveillance, infiltration and 
provocation of Russian radicals. He provides 
"simple advice" to revolutionaries, analyzes 
when and how repression is effective, and 
presents the strategies that he believes revolu- 
tionary movements should respond with. We 
would do well to take some of that "simple 
advice" to heart. 

Some parts of this book are more useful to 
our movement than others. Read the preface. 
Read the section entitled "Simple Advice to 
Revolutionaries." Read Chapter Two, "The 
Problem of Illegality." While our movement 
responds to increased repression by an in- 
creasing retreat to legal actions and civil dis- 
obedience, Serge offers an eloquent defense of 
illegality. The laws, after all, are designed to 


Ask an EF! Lawyer 

He's Working on Your Side! 

by Stu Sugarman 

Dear EF! Lawyer, 

What is going on with the criminal defense of the people caught up in 
recent FBI sweeps? [Editors' note: see article on page 3] 

— Standing by the Righteous 

Dear Righteous, 

Right now, people are talking with lawyers, and at least one de- 
fendant has retained high-powered counsel. Other defendants and 
witnesses without funds are using federal public defenders or panel 
attorneys to help them. Some activists are trying to unite different de- 
fendants and grand jury witnesses so that there will be less confusion 
and more unity of knowledge and tactics amongst them. However, we 
probably won't know what defense strategies will be employed until 
motions are filed or matters are heard in court. 

Federal public defenders' offices are well staffed, well funded and 
highly specialized. They know what they're doing. Panel attorneys — 
private attorneys hired by the state to defend indigent clients — are 
typically regarded as the best and most experienced lawyers, period. 
People using federal public defenders or panel attorneys are not lack- 
ing in any way for legal skill, experience or resources. 

Do you have a legal question? Contact Stu Sugarman, c/o Walker, Warren and 
Watkins, 838 SVV IstAve, Ste 5 00, Portland, OR 97204; quixoteS16@yahoo. 
com. Please write "Dear EF! Lawyer" in the subject line. 


represent the interests that we oppose. To 
respect their laws is to accept defeat and be- 
tray our own revolutionary tendencies. Yet 
to ignore their laws would be folly. Rather, 
Serge argues, we need to view those laws as 
a "purely material obstacle" to our cause. 
We need to cease fetishizing legality, while 
maintaining a strategic awareness of it. 

You will need to read through the lines 
of the revolutionary Marxism that struc- 
tures much of Serge's thought. For ex- 
ample, Serge argues that even when faced 
with severe repression, revolutionaries are 
invincible, as the laws of history are on 
our side. I maintain no teleological faith 
in the historical inevitability of Marx- 
ist or ecological victory. Yet, Serge cred- 
its this very confidence, as much as any 
historical inevitability, for revolutionary 
triumph in the face of adversity. Do we, 
perhaps, need more confidence in the 
possibility of our own victory to face the 
fears and challenges posed by increased 
police repression? In Heartcheck, Jeff Luers 
and Rob Thaxton challenge us to move 
outside of our own comfort levels. We 
need, they perceive, to risk it all for the 
change we desire to see. Perhaps that risk 
is more easily taken if we cultivate faith in 
our ability to win, rather than the cynical 
defeatism that is currently so prevalent in 
our movement. 
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Victory for the 
Great Bear Rainforest 

The Great Bear Rainforest is an irreplaceable land- 
scape of unparalleled beauty. Making up almost the en- 
tire west coast of Canada, the area is home to 20 percent 
of the world's salmon, as well as First Nation communi- 
ties who've never ceded their ancestral lands. Its ancient 
trees have been growing for as long as 1,000 years. 

With logging companies clearcutting the Great Bear 
Rainforest at alarming rates, local opposition sparked 
an international market-based campaign. Since the 
demand for wood products was coming from large 
corporations, environmental groups decided to target 
companies responsible for funding the destruction. 
The battle was waged across the US, Canada and Eu- 
rope in front of retail locations and at industry meet- 
ings: Home Depot, Lumbermens, Lowes, BMC West, 
Staples, Office Depot and the North American Whole- 
sale Lumber Association. 

On February 7, the government of British Columbia 
committed to the Great Bear Rainforest Agreement. 
This unprecedented contract protects five million acres 
of rainforest from logging and grants substantial new 
negotiating powers to British Columbia's First Nations. 
The victory belongs to the thousands of dedicated 
folks who took part in countless protests and endless 
negotiations spanning more than a decade. 
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In Defense of the Last Wild Buffalo 

Join Buffalo Field Campaign on the Frontlines 

Green Scare 

Agents of Repression Wage War on the Radical 
Environmental Movement 

Long Live Avalon! 

Bill Rodgers, 1965-2005 

Spanish ALF Liberates Beagles 
Finding Meaning in the Great Environmental 
Inquisition 

Infiltrator Sparks Thought-Crime Indictment 
Lessons from the Criminalization of Dissent 




The Empire Strikes Back 

Arizona EF! Trial is Just the Beginning 
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Peak Opportunity! 

Earth Liberation and the Oil Endgame 
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Listening to Each Other 

I was nine years old during Redwood Summer. 

There are many people my age in Earth First!. This is no surprise. Some- 
times, we bring new energy to a campaign. Sometimes, we leave after three 
months. Sometimes, we reinvent the wheel. But we can learn. We can listen. 

Although my youth offers me a fresh look at our campaigns, strategies, 
tactics and culture, it also denies me an intimate knowledge of the history 
that is so important to Earth First! — that so many people before me, including 
Journal editors, created and lived through. 

I look up to so many people in this movement. I guess this is my way of 
asking for help. This is an intense time for Earth First!; we face many trials. 
Some of these we've seen before; some of them are new. Let's help each other 
understand. Let's help each other act. 

Take the Journal, for example. I think we can all work on opening up the 
dialogue between the movement and the Journal just a little bit more, instead 
of limiting it to twice-a-year gatherings. Even though the Journal is in the 
beautiful Sonoran desert, the editorial collective sometimes feels like we're on 
an island. We're trying to act as a central nerve for the movement, but we can 
feel painfully out of touch. The glow of our computers can't quite convey the 
experience of the forests being protected. 

As I said earlier, this is an intense time, and we have to be able to share. Our 
knowledge, coming from those both young and old, contains the stories of 
resistance and struggle that can help us remember how to act today. 

Our elders have treaded up this path before. Let's make sure to listen. The 
fun part is, when you are willing to listen to others, they are often more will- 
ing to hear what you have to say. 

Our combined stories, and what we can learn from each other, can help us 
create new stories — ones with endings we can be happy with. 

In the Winter of 1980, a newspaper came out that welcomed readers with 
the phrase, "Read on, buckaroo." I was born about a year later. 

— Oskar Pawpaw 
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In Defense 
of the Last 
Wild Buffalo 

Join Buffalo Field Campaign 
on the Frontlines in Montana 


by Buffalo Field Campaign 

Since January 12, the National Park Service (NPS) has 
hazed and captured nearly 700 of the country's last wild 
buffalo, who were at- 
tempting to access 
critical Winter habi- 
tat outside of Yellow- 
stone National Park. 

These sacred and pow-. 
erful icons of an un- 
tamed land are being 
forced off their cho- 
sen ground, rounded 
up and crammed into 
the Stephens Creek 
Capture Facility inside 
Yellowstone, suffering 
unbelievable injuries, 
stress and panic. Some 
calves are selected for 
government quaran- 
tine experiments and 
the rest are escorted 
to slaughterhouses by 
none other than the 
Department of Home- 
land Security. For the 
Yellowstone buffalo, 
the instinct to migrate is punishable by death. 

In mid-January, Montana Department of Livestock 
(MDOL) agents arrived on snowmobiles to harass buffalo 
within the state's so-called tolerance zone. They pushed 
40 buffalo over a clearly marked area of thin ice on He- 
bgen Lake, causing 12 to fall into the freezing water. 
Two drowned before our eyes. The remaining 10 buffalo 
splashed helplessly as agents sat around and threatened 
Buffalo Field Campaign (BFC) volunteers with arrest if we 
attempted to help. The agents finally got some rope and 
proceeded to pull the buffalo out of the frigid pond, one 
by one. 

After being pulled out of the frigid water, the buffalo 
were visibly weak and shivering, and some were unable to 
walk or even stand. Many had been in the water for more 
than three hours. 

What's the justification for this brutal behavior? The 
MDOL and the NPS defend their actions by citing the 


Interagency Bison Management Plan, a joint state-fed- 
eral agreement (not including First Nations) that is sup- 
posed to maintain a wild, free-roaming herd of buffalo 
while protecting Montana's livestock economy. Yet the 

latter is the govern- 
ment's ultimate fo- 
cus. Yellowstone has 
become a mega-zoo 
that engages in the 
wholesale slaughter 
of native wildlife in 
order to appease the 
livestock industry. 

The MDOL and NPS 
claim that the slaugh- 
ter is necessary to stop 
1 the spread of brucello- 
| sis, a European cattle 
| disease that has been 
in the Yellowstone 
f; ecosystem since 1917. 
| But not only has there 
never been a docu- 
| mented case of wild 
| buffalo transmitting 
brucellosis to livestock, 
buffalo are killed with- 
out even being tested 
for brucellosis anti- 
bodies. The brucellosis excuse is used to prevent wild buf- 
falo from re-inhabiting their stolen range and impacting 
ranching profits. The cowboy mafia is getting away with 
federally funded murder. 

To top it off, a state-sponsored buffalo trophy hunt took 
place from November to February just miles from the NPS- 
run slaughter. BFC has been in the field documenting the 
hunt, watching as 40 buffalo have been killed. 

BFC fills a critical niche. Our mission is to stand with 
the wild buffalo, document everything done to them by 
state and federal agents, and to show people the world 
over what's going on. BFC does what no one else has done 
for the buffalo, but we need the help of all Earth defenders 
to stop this atrocity. Join BFC on the frontlines, and come 
to the defense of the last wild buffalo. 

For more information, contact Buffalo Field Campaign, 
POB 957, West Yellowstone, MT 59758; (406) 646-0070; 
buffalo@wildrockies.org; www.buffalofieldcampaign.org. 



A female buffalo held in captivity by the National Park Service. 
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To Whom It May Concern, 

I want to report that Ste- 
phen "Wheels" Marshall was 
not a political prisoner, in the 
event that he once again asks 
for support from the activist 
community (see EF!J Janu- 
ary-Febmary 2006). It was 
reported that Stephen was a 
vegan prisoner. This was in- 
correct. He ate meat in prison 
and did not know what veg- 
anism was. Someone wrote 
him and talked about be- 
ing vegan, and he thought 
it would be a "good idea" if 
he said he was vegan. And it 
was. He got letters from all 
over the world. People took 
time and energy writing him 
and the prison, but they had 
been lied to. He said he was 
not political before prison. 
Storing dynamite in the base- 
ment of a farmhouse was not 
politically motivated. He just 
wanted to destroy something. 
A day before he went to pris- 
on (for conspiracy to damage 
Morse Brothers' property), he 
was petting a cat on a friend's 
porch, the cat bit him, and 
then he broke the cat’s neck 
and tossed her over the deck. 

Why do I know all this? Be- 
cause I was starting a support 
group for him right before he 
was released. I then let him 
stay with me until he could 
support himself. I was horri- 
fied when he started telling 
me about his past and how he 
thinks now. When he took off 
his shirt, he had a swastika on 
his chest. He said he had to join 
a supremacist gang in prison 
or get beaten up. That might 
be true, but I also heard him 
refer to his friends by deroga- 
tory names like "Chink Mike," 
etc. He has repeatedly lost his 


V 



Dear SFB: Letters 
to the 



temper while staying with me, 
and I kicked him out recently 
after he punched a hole in my 
door and threw his bike against 
the wall next to my bird. 

— Anonymous 

Editors' Note: We have con- 
firmed the claims made by this 
author, who wishes to remain 
anonymous for safety rea- 
sons. Therefore, the EF! Jour- 
nal withdraws all support for 
Marshall. While the situation 
described in this letter is unfor- 
tunate and disheartening, it is 
also exceptional. The relation- 
ship between the overwhelming 
majority of prisoners and their 
supporters is one of trust, hon- 
esty and commitment. 

Dear SFB, 

Anyone familiar with Cap- 
tain Paul Watson knows that 
he has an ego that just won't 
stop. But I suspect that in the 
case of Paul, Allison Lance 
Watson is right (see EF!] Janu- 
ary-February 2006). Without 
that particular force of soul and 
the attendant stubbornness, 
intemperate language and in- 
your-face social demeanor, he 
would not have accomplished 
all that he has. But neither he 
nor I nor you want to dwell 
on those achievements, for 
there is work ahead. 

The crux of the issue, as you 
point out in your letter to Al- 
lison, "is simply the result of 
asking Paul to shorten a letted." 
Well, you've shot your col- 
lective selves in a place worse 
than the foot. On page six of 
the same issue, you publish 
a letter far exceeding the 300 
word limit by the Defenders 
of Wildlife president, defend- 
ing that organization against 
charges printed in the previous 


Editors 

issue of your Journal. Perhaps 
you'll say that it is an article, 
not a letter. I suspect that it 
was submitted to the Journal in 
the letter form that it has. 

Regardless, your readers 
have the right to have the 
full-length views of Captain 
Watson — even more so when 
they were submitted for the 
25th anniversary issue by 
one of the founders and con- 
tinuing leaders of the radical, 
direct action environmental 
movement. The editorial col- 
lective has many times said 
that it takes its job to be one 
of encouraging discussion and 
even strenuous debate. Well, 
now we have lost Paul in your 
pages. I thought indigenous 
tribes respect their elders, not 
attempt to cannibalize them? 
You'll find the likes of Abbey, 
Foreman, Brower, Peacock and 
Watson too tough, mean and 
foul-tasting for that. Apologies 
and hugs all around anyone? 

For the Earth, 

— Badger Bob 

Dear Earth First! Journal, 

I am fairly new to reading 
the Journal and have always 
wondered why Paul Watson 
and Sea Shepherd Conserva- 
tion Society (SSCS) take up 
so much space in the Journal. 

I feel very strongly about the 
seal hunt in Canada and have 
always had admiration and re- 
spect for Paul Watson, Green- 
peace and SSCS. It saddens me 
to see people I look up to put- 
ting personalities before prin- 
ciples. I support and belong 
to organizations that I do not 
fully agree with, but because 
they share a common enemy, 

I believe in making them my 
allies. It is my belief that we are 



the underdog in our struggles 
and simply cannot, afford to 
piss on and start fights with our 
allies. It disheartens me to see 
such infantile behavior. I think 
Paul needs to smoke some sea- 
weed and think about who his 
real friends and allies are. The 
rest of the remarks should not 
be dignified by comment. 

Love & Respect, 

— Emmett Grube 

Dear SFB, 

I just wanted to compli- 
ment you on the fine job of 
writing you did in response to 
the madness coming from the 
Watson camp, especially your 
"Dear Allison" letter. What 
I found particularly sad was 
the silly proclamation passed 
by the Sea Shepherd Board of 
Directors. Was there not one 
member willing to stand up 
and say, "Calm down, Paul, 
this is a non-issue. Let's go 
blow off some steam over a 
few beers?" 

It reminded me in many 
ways of the early years of the 
Christian Science movement, 
in which Mary Baker Eddy, the 
leader of the church, gathered 
together a number of intel- 
ligent, educated, successful 
businessmen — Mrs. Eddy was 
no feminist — to form the first 
board of directors. Because the 
personality cult around their 
leader was so strong, these 
men — who normally would 
have made rational decisions 
to everyday life problems— si- 
lently supported, year after 
year, the unusual and progres- 
sively paranoid wishes of the 
sacred lady in charge. 
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Anyway, keep up the good 
work you're doing, 

— Bob Berman 

Dear Editor, 

This Journal has run articles 
in which arrested activists 
have been described as having 
provided information which 
was used against another. The 
labels on these people have 
been derogatory; threats have 
been made. I am a visitor of 
prisons and prisoners — and a 
long-time EF!J reader. I wish to 
make the following proposal. 

Simplistic historical anal- 
ogy: 1) Captured soldiers were 
to give only "name, rank and 
serial number." 2) When a na- 
tion or prison used torture, 
the first policy always failed. 
For example, when the crew 
of the USS Pueblo was cap- 
tured by North Korea in 1968, 
the Geneva Convention was 
ignored by the captors; and 
the crew spoke at length. 3) 
Torture is used within the US 
penal system — hardly news. 
Psychological, physical and 
economic, the torture used is 
easily intensified sufficiently 
to "break" anyone. We must 
not let valiant bravado or ma- 
cho upbringing influence us 
to falsely deny this fact. 

I hope that activists agree 
on the following practices at 
gatherings during 2006: 

A) Arrested activists will be 
assumed to be tortured and 
talking — under duress — to the 
torturers. B) Nothing deroga- 
tory will be stated about any 
imprisoned activist, no matter 
what that person is believed 
to have revealed. C) All infor- 
mation claimed to come from 
a prisoner— in press and in 
court — will be considered null 
simply because a prisoner was 
the source. D) All prisoners 
are encouraged to give false, 
misleading information to 
torturers. E) "Salting" torture 
responses with messages, re- 
minders and encouragements 
to those of us not under tor- 
ture is permitted. The Pueblo 
crew showed how this may be 
done. The empowerment to a 
prisoner who encourages those 
not in prison is immense and 
is truly a "reversal mystery." 


The goal of these practices 
should be to make all infor- 
mation extracted from any ar- 
rested activist — and eventually 
"informational arrests" them- 
selves — automatically useless 
because of a well-known, guar- 
anteed response. Union on 
this issue seems of prime im- 
portance to me. 

— Huck 

Dear EF!, 

Stu Sugarman is doing every 
activist in the environmental 
movement a grave disservice 
by claiming, "People using 
public defenders or panel at- 
torneys are not lacking in any 
way for legal skill, experience 
or resources" (see EF!J January- 
February 2006). 

I normally enjoy Mr. Sug- 
arman's advice, but this is a 
total disconnect from reality. 
As anyone in federal custody 
or doing time in the Federal 
Bureau of Prisons can tell 
you, these lawyers are called 
"public pretenders," and they 
routinely force clients to take 
grotesque plea agreements or 
otherwise "dump" on them. 
Panel attorneys are often 
worse than useless, as most are 
not paid competitive wages by 
courts and frequently take in- 
digent client fee money, then 
vanish — leaving clients in the 
lurch, ignoring their calls and 
letters, and performing sub- 
standard work. 

There are too many horror 
stories to even know where 
to begin, but an old prison 
saying captures the situation 
well: "Prosecutors and pub- 
lic defenders get their checks 
from the same place." 



Any activist relying solely 
on a public defender or a pan- 
el attorney for their defense is 
an unwitting participant in a 
kind of legal lottery. While it's 
true that there are dedicated 
and talented lawyers working 
in the defender's office, they 
are outnumbered at least two 
to one (probably more) by in- 
different, burned out, lazy or 


incompetent ones. 

Wake up, Mr. Sugarman! 
Activists are being ground 
up in our federal system of 
gross injustice, and the public 
defender's office is one more 
arm of government speeding 
this along. Good luck in your 
legal battles, and beware! 

Cordially; 

— T.M. Hoy 



^axinoL Qabaia 


by Faith Walker 

Fauna: n. Animal life. 

Cabala: n. An esoteric, secret matter or mysterious art. 

Some boobies have a foot fetish. Blue-footed boobies 
( Sula tiebouxii), pelagic birds inhabiting the Gulf of Cali- 
fornia south to Peru, execute spectacular, fish-catching 
plunge-dives from great heights. They then retire to tropi- 
cal islands, which are awash with sex and seduction. Boo- 
bies live in large, dense colonies, where mated pairs court 
and nest on the open ground. Both members strut their 
stuff, and both dote upon resulting booby babies. Court- 
ship is a grand parade: stepping high and flaunting love- 
ly blue feet, pointing the bill and tail heavenward whilst 
spreading the wings, and plopping a twig at the feet of the 
dearly beloved — all highlighted with the occasional whis- 
tle or honk. This show is sexy to onlookers too. While their 
mates are off hunting for food, half of all boobies solicit sex 
from their neighbors. This keeps their mates on their toes 
and in a state of perpetual courtship, since affairs precipi- 
tate divorce if a higher quality mate is found. 

It's the hue of blue booby booties that signals quality. 
Boobies prefer aqua. Unfortunate birds with dull feet don't 
get much action and don't lay as many eggs. As lackluster 
trotters result from poor nutrition, the feet are a window 
to a bird's health and suitability as a mate. They also serve 
another function: to keep eggs and hatchlings warm. An 
increased blood supply engenders hot feet, so babies perch 
atop the aqua cha-chas for the first month of their lives. 
Boobies are thus an example of mutual sexual selection: Be- 
cause the parental roles of the sexes are similar, it pays for 
both to be choosy and quick to assess those flashing feet. 
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by Josh 

For many of us, the arrests of December 7, began in con- 
fusion (see £F//January-February 2006). A friend, acquain- 
tance or ally was taken by the feds with no warning or 
explanation. Only when we heard that similar raids had 
occurred on the other side of the country, did we suspect 
that something truly sinister was afoot. 

The next day, the Department of Justice (DOJ) issued a 
press release revealing the full extent of its raids, dubbed 
"Operation Backfire." Those arrested were: Daniel Mc- 
Gowan in New York City; Stanislas Meyerhoff in Charlot- 
tesville, Virginia; William Rodgers in Prescott, Arizona; 
Sarah Harvey in Flagstaff, Arizona; Kevin Tubbs in Spring- 
field, Oregon; and Chelsea Gerlach and Darren Thurston 
in Portland, Oregon. 

Except for Thurston, all were charged with crimes relat- 
ed to numerous ecotage actions, most claimed by the Ani- 
mal Liberation Front (ALF) or Earth Liberation Front (ELF). 
Thurston, a Canadian citizen, was charged with posses- 
sion of false social security and green cards. Indicted, but 
not arrested, was Josephine Overaker, whose whereabouts 
are unknown. Seven indi- 
viduals, including Thurston, 

Jonathan Paul and Suzanne 
Savoie, were subpoenaed to 
appear before a grand jury 
in Eugene, Oregon. 

New Revelations 

Information released at 
arraignments and bail hear- 
ings helped to clarify this 
murky situation. A picture 
of the state's strategy in 
prosecuting the defendants 
began to develop. At Ger- 
lach 's arraignment on December 13, Assistant US Attorney 
Kirk Engdahl named Gerlach as a suspect in six additional 
ecotage actions, including the infamous ski resort arson in 
Vail, Colorado, in October 1998. Similar allegations were 
made against other defendants. The slim evidence that 
prosecutors offered to support such claims was primarily 
derived from the testimony of a confidential source (CS). 

On December 22, Gerlach's attorney, Craig Weinerman, 
filed a motion for Gerlach's release. Although the motion 
was denied, it revealed two troubling pieces of informa- 
tion. First, it exposed the identity of the primary CS: Ja- 
cob Ferguson, a Eugene, Oregon-based heroin addict and 
an admitted participant in the actions. Second, the court 
documents strongly suggested that Meyerhoff was also 
cooperating with the prosecution and had agreed to tes- 
tify against Gerlach and others. Proof of this allegation 
has not been released publicly however, leading some to 
doubt the veracity of such claims. 


But the most tragic event was yet to come. On Decem- 
ber 22, Rodgers committed suicide in his jail cell. He left a 
handwritten statement: "I have dedicated my life to doing 
good. I shall not be imprisoned, while my captors con- 
tinue to pillage the Earth. I choose to set myself free." He 
was 40 years old. 

A 65-Count Indictment 

The new year began with out-of-state defendants being 
extradited to Oregon, while various support groups worked 
feverishly to raise money for bail and legal funds. Then, 
on January 17, Paul was arrested for alleged involvement 
in the ALF arson of Cavel West horsemeat packing plant 
in Redmond, Oregon, on July 21, 1997. The FBI's criminal 
complaint against Paul relied heavily on the testimony of 
Ferguson and another CS. 

Yet another warrant was issued on January 18, this time 
for Savoie. She was accused of involvement in the ELF ar- 
son of Superior Lumber Company's offices in Glendale, 
Oregon, on January 2, 2001. Savoie surrendered herself 
to authorities on January 19. The FBI's complaint against 
Savoie was based on the testimony of Ferguson and two 

other confidential sources. 

In a widely televised press 
conference on January 20, 
Attorney General Alberto 
Gonzales and FBI Director 
Robert Mueller announced 
that an Oregon grand jury 
had handed down a new 
indictment against 11 in- 
dividuals: Gerlach, Harvey, 
McGowan, Meyerhoff, Paul, 
Savoie, Thurston, Tubbs, 
Overaker, Joseph Dibee and 
Rebecca Rubin. The where- 
abouts of the last three remain 
unknown. This indictment replaced all existing charges with 
a series of 65 separate counts, relating to 17 ecotage actions 
that occurred between 1996 and 2001. 

Now indicted as codefendants, all were charged with 
one count of "conspiracy to commit arson" and one 
count of "conspiracy to commit arson and destruction 
of an energy facility." Various defendants also face one 
count of "destruction of an energy facility," two counts 
of attempted arson, three counts of "carrying a destruc- 
tion device in relation to a crime of violence" and 57 
counts of arson. The 57 arson charges include one count 
for each of the 45 vehicles destroyed during ELF actions 
against Jefferson Poplar Farms in Clatskanie, Oregon, 
and Romania Chevrolet in Eugene, Oregon. 

Remarks made at bail hearings have provided more de- 
tailed information about who might be cooperating with 
law enforcement. At Harvey's hearing on January 24, 
US Attorney Engdahl successfully argued for her release, 


A Department of Justice press release bore 
the headline, "11 Indicted on Domestic 
Terrorism Charges." This is completely false. 
"Terrorism" is not mentioned once in the 
83-page indictment, nor were any of the 
defendants charged under domestic terrorism 
statutes. 
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Agents of Repression Wage War on 
the Radical Environmental Movement 


stating, "She has accepted responsibility for her actions 
and is cooperating." Likewise, at McGowan's hearing, 
Eugene Police Officer Gregory Harvey stated that Tubbs 
had been cooperating with law enforcement and aiding 
them in their investigation. Finally, during Paul's hear- 
ing, EF! lawyer Stu Sugarman named Jen Kolar, a former 
volunteer with the Buffalo Field Campaign, as one of the 
confidential sources cited in the complaint against Paul. 

Despite these daunting challenges, moments of hope 
and celebration can still be found. On January 25, Mc- 
Gowan was released into his sister's custody on $1.6 mil- 
lion bail. He was allowed to return home to New York, 
where he will be monitored electronically. Judge Ann 


persuading individuals to falsely incriminate others. It is 
possible that agents exploited Ferguson's heroin addic- 
tion to make him supply fabricated testimony and that 
they coerced defendants into falsely implicating others. 
It is even possible that authorities have lied in court, 
falsely naming defendants as snitches to breed suspicion 
and create divisions. Nothing can be taken for granted. 

We must also remember that this Green Scare is a public 
relations scheme designed to leech support from our move- 
ment. During the January 20 press conference, Gonzales 
and Mueller repeatedly referred to the defendants as "ter- 
rorists." A DOJ press release bore the headline, "11 Indicted 

on Domestic Terror- 



Clockwise from upper left: 


Chelsea Gerlach, Daniel 


McGowan and Darren Thurston 


Aiken said that the 60 letters she received from Mc- 
Gowan's supporters were a significant factor in her de- 
cision to allow his release. The following day, Paul and 
Savoie also were released on bail. 

Currently, four defendants remain in custody: Ger- 
lach, Meyerhoff, Thurston and Tubbs. While Thurston's 
chances of being released are slim due to his immigra- 
tion status, Gerlach and her supporters are hopeful that 
she will be released at a future bail hearing. Both Mey- 
erhoff and Tubbs have been denied bail despite their 
apparent cooperation with authorities. 

Understanding the Green Scare 

As we try to make sense of the state's strategy 
in perpetrating this Green Scare, we must look to 
the past for guidance. FBI counterintelligence tac- 
tics employed against the Black Panther Party and 
the American Indian Movement in the 1960s and 
1970s included disinformation, harassment arrests, 
infiltration, agent provocateurs, snitch-jacketing, 
evidence fabrication and assassination. These are 
well-documented in the book Agents of Repression 
by Ward Churchill and Jim Vander Wall. 

Given the FBI's illegal, immoral and murder- 
ous legacy in dealing with other radical move- 


terrorism is not men- 


ism 


" This 


ments, there is reason to be skeptical of many 
aspects of the government's case. It is entirely possible 
that the FBI has selected individuals known for past work 
in environmental, animal rights and social justice cam- 
paigns, and decided to invent a case against them in order 
to hobble our movement. Dibee worked on whale con- 
servation projects, Paul was jailed in 1992 for refusing to 
testify before a grand jury investigating the ALF and Mc- 
Gowan organized against the 2004 Republican National 
Convention. Why not go after them? 

Radicals' response to snitches — certainly one of the 
most difficult issues to navigate — has been especially 
problematic. In our denunciation of snitches, there is of- 
ten an implicit assumption that these individuals have 
exposed true information. This view underestimates the 
depth of the state's villainy and can potentially under- 
mine our support work. The FBI is perfectly capable of 


tioned once in the 83-page 
indictment, nor were any of the defendants charged under 
domestic terrorism statutes. But the T-word attracts atten- 
tion, which was the plan all along. The press conference was 
scheduled to draw attention away from a contemporaneous 
democratic congressional resolution condemning the Bush 
administration's illegal wiretap program. It worked. 

The coming months will surely bring more develop- 
ments. There is much work to be done before the sched- 
uled trial date of October 3 1 . Funds must be raised, support 
built and visibility heightened. We must do our best to 
understand the state's plan for winning convictions and 
destroying our movement. And always, we must be vigi- 
lant. The forces of repression won't stop here. 

For more information, contact the North Ameri- 
can Earth Liberation Prisoners Support Network, 
naelpsn@mututalaid.org; www.ecoprisoners.org. 
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Bill Rodgers, 1965-2005 


by Friends of the Catalyst Infoshop 

We mourn the passing of our dear friend and fellow 
community member, Bill "Avalon" Rodgers, who tirelessly 
worked for the causes of social justice and environmental 
sustainability. A long-time Earth Firstler, Bill was involved 
in many campaigns, including Cove/Mallard, Warner 
Creek and Mt. Graham. 

We ask that he be remembered as the gentle, kind and 
compassionate person we all knew and loved here in 
Prescott, Arizona. We remain committed to continuing 
the work of community building and ecological responsi- 
bility, through the Catalyst Infoshop, as part of the legacy 
Bill helped to create. We wish our friend the peace and 
serenity that he strived so hard to manifest in this world. 

At a small gathering the evening we learned of his 
passing, we recalled funny stories about Bill: his pack- 
rat alter ego, how he was the ultimate recycler and how 
he smiled even when he disagreed with you. His court- 
appointed attorney called him "a beautiful man with 
high principles," and friends chalked "live wild" on 
Prescott sidewalks in his honor. 

Bill was a deeply principled and complex man, living 
a life oriented almost entirely around his activism to 
protect old-growth forests and wild places. He made just 
enough money to keep gas in his truck, and he spent the 
bulk of his days in the forests and deserts of the West. Bill 
was a wilderness guide and environmental educator who 
introduced adults to the principles of deep ecology and 
acted as an articulate warrior for the wild. He was never 
afraid to speak the truth as he understood it, and he was 


On January 1, in the first few hours of the new year, 
the Spanish Animal Liberation Front (ALF) entered 
the Veterinary Medicine Facility at the Independent 
University of Madrid. While politicians throughout 
Spain were celebrating the beginning of 2006, the ALF 
scoured the animal facility and found 28 caged beagles 
who had been sentenced to torture and death by uni- 
versity vivisectors. 

Within minutes, the ALF had broken the cages and res- 
cued each beagle. Among the dogs was a litter of puppies 
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not afraid to take a stand against power — however risky. 
Bill was one of the brightest, most thoughtful people in 
our community; his insight and depth when he shared 
his thoughts on a subject were always well worfh taking 
home and pondering. From catching (and releasing) live 
mice and crawling through a cave opening the size of a 
coat hanger to speaking for those without a voice, he will 
be well remembered. 

Bill was such a thoroughly good-natured man. We are 
all richer for knowing him and having him with us, and 
we are all poorer for the loss of his wonderful, caring 
soul. We remember the inspiring conversations, and our 
amazement at someone so gentle and non-aggressive hav- 
ing such positive, powerful hopes for the world. Words 
cannot express our impressions of this very human soul, 
nor can they contain the shock, anger, sadness and confu- 
sion about his death. Still, we will draw strength from this 
tragic loss to our community, and we will rededicate our- 
selves to the movements for the Earth, peace and justice. 
We know Bill would have wanted as much. 

Casualty or free spirit, saboteur or man of principle, 
guilty or innocent — no matter. Bill was a kind, compas- 
sionate and gentle man who should never have been im- 
prisoned. We ask that his untimely death remind us all of 
what is truly important in life, while inspiring personal 
growth. We know that it is now more important than ever 
to keep pushing forward. Endless tears on this dark night, 
but no fading memories or forgotten names — it will go 
down in action! 

For more information, visit www.catalystinfoshop.org; 
www. supportbill .org. 


bom earlier that same night. Having been caged outdoors 
in frigid temperatures and horrific conditions, and de- 
spite efforts made by a veterinarian, four of them did 
not survive. 

One of the rescued dogs was later discovered to be 
pregnant with up to six puppies. According to the ALF 
communique, "These puppies will be born and live in an 
environment of affection and happiness, and they will 
never know what a laboratory is. This action we want to 
dedicate to William C. Rodgers." 


Spanish ALF Liberates 28 Beagles in Memory of Bill Rodgers 








Finding Meaning 

# in the Great -g 

environmental 

Inquisition 


BY SOLEDAD 

I am overwhelmed by the number of alleged Earth lib- 
eration prisoners facing or doing prison time. Friends, ac- 
quaintances and people whose names 1 have never heard 
before are threatened with or are serving lengthy jail 
sentences for acts of vandalism or civil disobedience, in 
which no humans were hurt and in which the stated goal 
was the defense of the Earth. 

The Earth Liberation Front (ELF) is not synonymous with 
radical environmentalism or with Earth First!. Nor are all 
of the arrested individuals clearly 
connected to Earth First!, the ELF 
or any other strain of radical en- 
vironmentalism. And yet, I feel as 
though our community is under 
attack and that somehow, meaning 
for these events needs to be found. 

Within activist social circles, fear 
resounds. Dangerous Internet ru- 
mors circulate about unconfirmed 
snitches. We are reminded not to 
trust anyone. And then there is 
the anger. Fucking snitches. Fuck- 
ing police informants. People de- 
bate how to handle the situation. 

Is this the time to defend and explain actions of Earth and 
animal liberation, or is this the time to loudly declare "in- 
nocent until proven guilty" and "unconstitutional politi- 
cal repression?" 

But above all of these emotions is the overwhelming 
need to understand. What does all this mean? For those 
arrested? For the ELF? For our communities? For Earth 
First! and radical environmentalism? 

I have always believed that increased repression of any 
radical or revolutionary movement by government au- 
thorities was a sign of success — symptomatic of the in- 
creased threat a movement posed against the culture and 
political system it tackled. Yet history shows the detri- 
mental effect of government oppression. For example, 
the Palmer Raids weakened the Industrial Workers of 
the World, while COINTELPRO significantly disrupted 
the American Indian Movement and the Black Panther 
Party. This historical paradox lends an increased urgency 
to the current situation, amplifying my desire to under- 
stand the events. For it seems that the meaning of these 
grand jury indictments and other Earth and animal lib- 
eration cases holds some secret as to the future of our 


movement — the fate of our quest to save what's left be- 
fore it's all too late. 

Yet the truth is that we've seen this all before. This is not 
the first time that the government has put ecodefenders 
behind bars for lengthy prison sentences. Jeffrey "Free" Lu- 
ers was sentenced five years ago. Tre Arrow made the FBI's 
most wanted list more than two years ago. As for the charge 
of terrorism, didn't our movement face (and survive) simi- 
lar attacks with the bombing of Judi Bari, not to mention 
the case against the Arizona 5? Nor is this the first time our 
movement has dealt with police informants and snitches. 

The real questions are: To what 
extent will the USA PATRIOT Act 
and other post-9/1 1 phenomena 
affect the conviction rate and 
sentence length for radicals? To 
what extent will the labeling of 
environmentalists as "terrorists" 
affect radical environmental re- 
cruitment and organizing? 

Not being a lawyer, 1 can only 
hazard uninformed speculation 
as to the first question. So I'll 
leave that be. As for the second, I 
think that we have a great deal of 
control over how these charges — 
and potential convictions — affect us as a movement. 

In many ways, I think this is a key time to return to some 
of the fundamentals of our movement and our communi- 
ties. This is the time to go hiking or camping — to merge 
ourselves with the very wilderness that we desire to pro- 
tect. After spending a day as a guest of the Sonoran desert, 
I found that the government attacks upon our movement 
meant less. I remembered the humble role of humanity in 
the larger world. More importantly, I reconnected with my 
core motivations for defense of the Earth. 

This is also the time to gather 'round the campfire, sing 
songs and tell stories. Humorous stories, music and may- 
hem can reinvigorate the flame in us all. The core of EF! 
has always been more than just a determination and dedi- 
cation to take outrageous and necessary actions in the de- 
fense of the planet. It has equally been the laughter, music 
and good times that bind us all together. 

There is no better time for us to remember who we are as 
a community and why we do what we do. 

Soledad was once a Cascadian, and Cascadia will always be 
her home. She is thankful to be connected to a movement full of 
people always teaching her deeper meanings of community. 
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Freelance Infiltrator Sparks 
Thought-Crime Indictment 

Anna has since been pub- 
licly outed on various web- 
sites that feature photos and 
descriptions of her. The FBI's 
criminal complaint states that 
Anna has worked as an infor- 
mant in 12 different cases 
against the "anarchist move- 
ment." Anna attended many 
gatherings, including last 
Summer's Biodemocracy pro- 
tests and Pointless Festival in 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, 
£. protests against the Organi- 
f zation of American States in 
.» Florida, Feral Visions in North 
g Carolina, and Crimethlnc. 
* gatherings in Indiana and 
| Iowa. She attempted to get in- 
i' volved with the Pittsburgh Or- 
| ganizing Group after the 2003 
§ Free Trade Area of the Ameri- 
8 cas protests in Miami, Florida, 
and she returned months lat- 
or destroy public and private er to do a presentation on the 

infrastructure by explosives or fire. They are all facing five Group of Eight (G8) before quickly disappearing again, 
to 20 years in prison if convicted. She also emailed a Scottish activist group "wanting to do 

Weiner was released on $ 1 .2 million bail on January 20, filming specifically on British and European protest tactics 
with the condition that she remain at her mother's house and organizing strategies" against the G8. In most cases, 
in New York. McDavid and Jenson were not as lucky. La- Anna would pose as a medic or do-it-yourself filmmaker in 
beled as "threats to flee," they were both denied bail. They order to move freely from campaign to campaign, 
are being held at the Sacramento County Jail and have The criminal complaint also presents Jenson's Livejoumal 
criticized the treatment they are receiving, particularly be- and MySpace accounts as evidence. These websites, which 
ing denied vegan meals. often contain fictionalized personal profiles and journal en- 

At their arraignment on January 26, Weiner, Jenson and tries, were cited extensively at Jenson’s detention hearing. 
McDavid pleaded not guilty to the charges. A status hear- At one point, the US attorney entered into evidence one 
ing before Judge Morrison England is set for February 14. of Jenson's blog entries referring to a dream. Likewise, the 
Most of the "evidence" cited in the FBI's criminal com- listing of his occupation on his MySpace profile as "an as- 
plaint relates to the arrestees' lifestyle of train hopping, sassin" was used to characterize him as being a dangerous 
hitchhiking and reading books published by Crimethlnc. threat. The electronic journals also allude to illegal activity, 
The FBI's case also relies heavily on testimony from a ci- as well as areas that McDavid and he visited, 
vilian confidential source (CS) with no background or Jenson is currently requesting a private attorney, declar- 

training. ing that he was misrepresented by his public defender. 

The CS — who has used the aliases Anna, Anna Addison, Supporters are encouraged to organize local fundraisers to 
Anna Davies, Grai and Damiani — apparently infiltrated raise the $25,000 needed to hire a private lawyer, 
this group of friends for six months and urged them to Weiner, Jenson and McDavid need support, including 
commit ELF actions. She has been working as an infor- letters, books, money for legal defense and assistance in 
mant for the FBI for two years in exchange for $75,000 obtaining legal counsel. Please familiarize yourself with 
and living expenses. The FBI also provided her with mon- prisoner support and letter writing before taking any steps 
ey for purchasing supplies, such as ingredients for the al- that could potentially harm a prisoner's legal affairs, 
leged explosives, a computer and a cabin in Dutch Flats, For more information or to make a donation, contact 
California. The cabin was allegedly outfitted with audio Sacramento Prisoner Support, POB 163126, Sacramento, 
and video surveillance equipment. CA 95816; sacprisonersupport@riseup.net. 


BY MELYN 

The recent FBI sweep did 
not stop with the arrests of 
December 7, like many had 
hoped (see EF!J January-Feb- 
ruary 2006). On January 13, 
the FBI arrested three people 
suspected of planning alleged 
Earth Liberation Front (ELF) 
actions. Lauren Weiner, Eric 
McDavid and Zachary Jenson 
were arrested in Auburn, Cali- 
fornia, on charges unrelated 
to the December arrests. They 
are accused of plotting to de- 
stroy a cell phone tower, a fish 
hatchery, the Nimbus Dam on 
the American River and the 
US Forest Service's Institute 
of Forest Genetics in Placer- 
ville, California. All have been 
charged with one count of 
felony conspiracy to damage 
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Ten Lessons from 
the Criminalization 

of Dissent 


by Camilo Viveiros 

In the aftermath of 
the 2000 Republican 
National Convention, I 
was charged with multi- 
ple felonies and accused 
of assaulting several po- 
lice officers, including 
then Philadelphia Police 
Chief John Timoney. 

I approached my case 
with the attitude that 
the only way to stop the 
attempts to criminalize 
me — and dissent in gen- 
eral — was to organize 
more effectively than 
the forces of the state 
that wanted to shove 
me into prison. Largely 
due to successful orga- 
nizing strategies and 
community solidarity, 

I was acquitted after 
three-and-a-half years. 

Today, we face similar challenges and must adopt similar 
strategies in fighting those who wish to put our comrades 
behind bars and criminalize our visions. 

Right now, the state is sending a message to radical en- 
vironmentalists around the country. It is using its power 
in an attempt to dismantle our networks and neutralize 
our militancy. How will we use our power and resources 
to oppose this force? How are we going to frame our mes- 
sage? What alliances will we build to support our impris- 
oned comrades? 

We can't let intimidation and fear outweigh our com- 
mitment to solidarity. We need to challenge the armchair 
"radicals" who rationalize the conviction of our comrades 
as an inevitable result of state repression. Our success in 
achieving social and environmental victories — in this situ- 
ation and all others — depends upon the ability of passion- 
ate activists to gain the support of ordinary people. 

Lesson One: Do Not Focus on Guilt or Innocence 

It is not legally or politically useful to speculate about or 
emphasize the innocence of those arrested. Building your 
support efforts around innocence is like building a house 
out of a deck of cards. You don't want support to vanish if 


convictions are handed 
down or if those being 
supported plead guilty. 

Lesson Two: 

Don't Spread Fear 
and Paranoia 

Our security culture 
needs to be revamped, 
but we cannot let fear 
of repression or snitch- 
es inhibit aboveground 
work. Without much 
larger numbers of peo- 
ple participating in and 
supporting radical solu- 
tions to environmental 
I and social problems, 
| we will be easily con- 

0 tained and neutralized. 

1 Our own paranoia can 
g close doors, and it feeds 
§ into the very marginal- 
ization that the state is 
trying to create. 

This is not a new 
concern. Noted activist Roxanne Dunbar-Ortiz has said, 
"I remember in the 1960s when all the terrible things 
started to happen, like COINTELPRO, the movement be- 
came so shut down. Mistrust grew. People were reluctant 
to let anyone in. New people didn't know how to join the 
movement; they were made to feel unwelcome. We have 
to build it to be stronger." 

Lesson Three: Your Support Does Matter 

It's easy to feel that our actions will have no impact 
on the ultimate outcome of a trial, but this is not the 
case. The support that I received throughout the five- 
year period between my arrest and my acquittal was 
essential to my own psychological wellbeing. Support 
groups can also aid with legal research, grassroots in- 
vestigation and evidence gathering, which all help to 
strengthen a defense. 

Remember that the outreach we do for the defendant is 
crucial, since political trials are influenced by public senti- 
ment. The judge in my case actually heard radio coverage of 
an event held by my supporters. The awareness that my sup- 
porters created diminished the power of my adversaries. 

continued on next page 
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continued from previous page 

Lesson Four: An Injury to One is an Injury to All 

The charges filed against individuals are meant to send 
a message to the rest of us. These cases are attempts to 
impede our collective ability to wage struggles against in- 
justice. If we sit by and let repression build, it will weaken 
our ability to resist future persecution. We must set the 
course of history and prove that they can't intimidate us. 
Together we are powerful. 

We must ask ourselves: Are we creating a culture of resis- 
tance that romanticizes action but shirks solidarity? Those 
who rejoiced when Vail burned must now defend those 
charged with that 
action and others 
like it. 

Some environ- 
mentalists and so- 
cial justice activists 
are OK with the feds 
wanting blood from 
accused "ecoterror- 
ists," forgetting that 
this blood will be 
used to smear any 
movement that be- 
comes a threat. The 
feds will use any 
convictions they 
gain to justify in- 
creased political re- 
pression toward the 
rest of us. 

Lesson Five: 

Combating 
Marginalization 

Besides attacking 
radicals and revo- 
lutionaries, repres- 
sion attempts to 
squelch and ster- 
ilize dissent. The 
state knows that it is not our actions themselves that pose 
a threat to its power, but rather the possibility that non-ac- 
tivists will recognize radical action as something more than 
unconstructive, suicidal or impossible. Our enemies want 
to scare people away from participating in radical action 
and supporting radical solutions. 

The authorities attempt to marginalize us, and they co- 
opt some of our demands to make us seem unreasonable. 
It is time for us to be honest: We need a lot more power 
than we currently have for us to succeed in stopping the 
environmental destruction and social injustice that sur- 
rounds us. 

We must strive to create the conditions that the state 
fears. We need to create more than radical niches and 
small communities of revolutionaries, rebels and in- 
surgents. If we want to walk our talk, it is necessary to 
nurture broad-based links with diverse groups who will 
acknowledge connection to us and recognize that we 
have interests in common. 


Lesson Six: Map Our Connections 

When looking to build broader support, we need to map 
out our personal web of connections. This includes our 
ethnic and religious heritages, and the places and commu- 
nities to which we are connected. Who can we mobilize? 
Who can support us? 

Repression can be the time to reconnect with our family 
and friends on our own terms. When I was facing felony 
charges, I tried to remember all of the people and organi- 
zations that I had ever been associated with — I even con- 
tacted the folks that I had gone to high school with. We 
might be surprised where solidarity comes from. 

This is also a great 
time to talk about 
ourselves — who we 
are, what we value 
and why. Inadver- 
tently, my case turned 
me from a behind- 
the-scenes organizer 
into a spokesperson 
for the radical move- 
ment. By showing 
who we really are, we 
can turn the negative 
situation of repres- 
sion into a positive 
outreach scenario. 

Lesson Seven: 
Expand Our 
Base of Support 
Through 
Networks of 
Solidarity 
Most people sim- 
ply aren't interested 
in "civil liberties" 
or "the right to dis- 
sent," let alone the 
right to break unjust 
laws or to challenge 
the assets of exploitative institutions. This does not mean 
that we shouldn't work to change the interests of the ma- 
jority. But we should recognize that we can build broader 
support if we emphasize our tangible contributions to the 
community over our particular tactics. 

This was the main thrust of the defense around my 
case. We highlighted the valuable contributions that I had 
made to the community and my ongoing commitment to 
organizing. Even if people did not believe that I was in- 
nocent, many supported me because they knew that the 
fight against landlords, as well as environmental and eco- 
nomic injustice, would be weakened by my absence. They 
knew this because I had worked with them for years to 
address these issues. By illustrating why jail would deprive 
the community of a valuable and constructive person, we 
were able to steer the focus away from the legal questions 
and the terrain of the state. Instead, we showed how the 
government would waste resources by imprisoning those 
contributing to the social good. 
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Many community organizations are descended from his- 
torical movements that, at one point, were marginalized 
and criminalized by authorities. The suffrage movement, 
the slavery abolitionists, the labor movement, ethnic and 
immigrant struggles for justice, and even those seeking re- 
ligious freedom — all these movements have gone through 
times when they were painted as villains and violent trou- 
blemakers. We need to reach out to members of various 
organizations, and we must fight against political amnesia 
by reminding them of their past. 

Our support work should also include a recognition of 
the repression faced by immigrants and people of color. We 
should build upon our common 
interest in eradicating and pre- 
venting the growth of the prison 
industrial complex. We should 
leam from the ways that restor- 
ative justice advocates have uti- 
lized economic issues as a way to 
reduce the popularity of expen- 
ditures for criminal injustice. We 
should highlight how more fund- 
ing would be available for hous- 
ing, health care and other services 
if the state were not Squandering 
taxpayers' money to persecute and punish activists. 

One more way to bridge this gap is to emphasize the 
ways that repression maintains systems of oppression and 
injustice. Our challenge is to foster principled alliances 
with others who share a common enemy, so that when 
we are under attack, others will come to our aid. Many 
marginalized seniors and tenants, who never would have 
gone to a political prisoner event, showed support for me 
because they related to the way I was criminalized by the 
police. I learned that we gain a much larger base of sup- 
port when we highlight the role of repression in maintain- 
ing common systems of oppression. 

But these alliances are strongest when they are well es- 
tablished. The day-to-day solidarity and organizing work 
that we engage in is a social insurance that can be har- 
vested when under attack. 

Lesson Eight: Racism and Resources 

If we do not cite the ways that class and color affect our 
ability to get justice, then we perpetuate the myth that 
speaking "truth to power" is enough. In reality, access to 
resources improves one's chances of countering the sig- 
nificant resources of the state. 

We cannot expect to receive solidarity from oppressed 
communities if we don't acknowledge and ally ourselves 
with their historic and ongoing struggle against forces of 
criminalization. Ignoring or denying privilege and racism 
will only isolate us further and play into the state's cari- 
cature of the radical environmental movement as out of 
touch with the working class and communities of color. 

In my case, I made it a point to acknowledge that the sup- 
port and the resources that I received were helping me to 
fight injustice in a way that many could not. I spoke about 
the systemic injustice of the prison industrial complex: Many 
languish behind bars without support, lacking the resources 
to build their case, find witnesses and gather evidence. We 


should use our work against the repression of eco-activists to 
highlight these dynamics rather than obscure them. 

Lesson Nine: Strategic Thinking 

What does being strategic really mean? It means mak- 
ing a plan on how to achieve goals and monitoring your 
success along the way. It means learning from mistakes 
and thinking carefully about how to outwit — and out- 
organize — your enemy. 

Just as the forces of repression try to isolate us from our 
support, we need to isolate them from their own base. In my 
case, we discovered that John Timoney — the cop who was 

charging me — had worked with 
the British Army's efforts against 
the Irish Republican Army. We 
publicized this to the Irish Repub- 
lican segments of the New York 
community — including the po- 
lice — to divide Timoney from one 
of his bases of support. Through a 
combination of lobbying and dis- 
ruptive tactics, we made Timoney 
unwelcome at police account- 
ability conferences. By mobilizing 
community groups from multiple 
cities, we were even able to cost him his job as security con- 
sultant for the 2004 Democratic National Convention. 

Lesson 10: Stopping Nightmares and 
Fulfilling Visions 

In Uruguay, organizations like the Plenary for Memory 
and Justice confront and expose torturers active in the 
CIA-backed dirty war. When these organizations talk about 
justice, they do not just mean finding out what happened 
to their disappeared comrades. They are also working to 
fulfill their fallen comrades' visions of freedom and justice 
for everyone. We need to stay focused and continue the 
work of those who are under attack by the state. 

Success in achieving justice for our comrades and realiz- 
ing our radical visions is dependent not only on our will- 
ingness to put our bodies on the line in direct action, but 
also on our ability to acknowledge that we can be crushed 
easily by the state unless we are constantly building and 
expanding our base of power. 

Today's nightmare for our locked-up comrades should be 
our wake-up call to re-evaluate and reinvest in our strategies 
for bringing our visions to fruition. By building networks of 
solidarity, talking about the community work done by our 
comrades, making connections with the struggles of im- 
migrants and people of color against the prison industrial 
complex, and organizing the unorganized, we will be better 
able to counter state repression and create the world we are 
striving toward. If we do not, the future — for our comrades, 
ourselves and the Earth — is bleak. 

Camilo Viveiros is a community organizer from Fall River, 
Massachusetts, who encourages radical activists to do more out- 
reach and power analysis to develop revolutionary approaches 
to community organizing and popular education. He believes 
that repression can breed resistance but only if we strategize 
and organize. He faced more than 100 years behind bars if 
convicted of the charges waged at him by John Timoney. 


The day-to-day solidarity 
and organizing work that we 
engage in is a social insurance 
that can be harvested when 
under attack. 
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by Ben Pachano 

It started out as the perfect direct- 
action campaign: widespread public 
support; a focused, committed group 
of people willing to take risks; and 
a great relationship with the media 
that translated into two solid weeks 
of front-page, top-story coverage. Best 
of all, we won. The Arizona Game and 
Fish Department (AZGFD) had want- 
ed to trap or kill four to five mountain 
lions in the Sabino Canyon Recre- 
ation Area near Tucson, Arizona, and 
we forced them to call off the hunt 
without a single mountain lion sight- 
ed (see EF!J May-June 2004). 

Sure, there were some problems 
right off the bat. We were sloppy 
with security; we all knew it. And 
despite our plans for a covert and 
anonymous action, two people were 
arrested — Rod Coronado and Esquire 
reporter John Richardson. Things 
slid downhill from there. From the 
moment of Coronado and Richard- 
son's arrest, the FBI and federal pros- 
ecutors threw everything they had 
into securing convictions that they 
hoped would cripple Arizona Earth 
First! and imprison a longtime target. 
Now, two years later, two Arizona 
EFlers have been convicted of con- 
spiracy, a felony, and face up to 7.5 
years in prison. 


The days of fun and games are over. 
We thought that we could be lazy 
with security because after all, it was 
just a hunt sab, right? Now two of 
our friends are facing hard time for 
"conspiring to influence public opin- 
ion" — as the prosecutor put it — in a 
case with dire implications for direct 
activists across the country. And as 
FBI raids, grand juries and federal in- 
dictments nationwide demonstrate, 
this is only the beginning. 

The Lions, the Witches and 
the Warriors 

After a long jury selection process, 
the trial of EF! warriors Coronado and 
Matt Crozier began in earnest on De- 
cember 7. Unlike Coronado, who had 
been arrested in Sabino Canyon, Cro- 
zier was pulled out of his bed by FBI 
agents nine months later and indict- 
ed, along with Coronado, on a new 
felony charge. These indictments, 
"coincidentally," came right after 
Arizona EF!'s first successful sandhill 
crane hunt sab. 

After months of back-and-forth 
by lawyers, the duo eventually went 
to trial on one felony charge — con- 
spiracy to injure or interfere with a 
federal officer — and two misdemean- 
ors — interfering with a US Forest Ser- 
vice (USFS) officer and depredation of 
government property — for springing 


a $50 lion snare. Richardson was only 
charged with the misdemeanors. 

It quickly became clear that the 
prosecutors were not going to play 
by the rules. According to trial pro- 
cedure, the courtroom debate should 
have been limited to whether Coro- 
nado and Crozier broke three specific 
laws, as charged— and that's what the 
defense was prepared to talk about. 
But the witches had other plans. 

The prosecutors were — and are — 
witches, of course, although not in 
the same sense as the neo-pagans we 
all know and love. They are witches 
in the other, indigenous American 
sense of the term: ones who turn the 
natural order of the world upside 
down, corrupting the values of the 
community and bringing sickness 
and disaster. Their role in the trial 
spoke loudly to their allegiance — 
property, in the form of a mountain 
lion snare, was more important to 
them than the lives of five lions. The 
entire court process was a hideous 
exercise in black magic, with moral- 
ity inverted beyond recognition and 
people put on trial for saving lives. 

The prosecutors called up witness af- 
ter witness to argue that mountain li- 
ons are scary and dangerous, and that 
AZGFD and USFS had no choice but 
to close Sabino Canyon and kill them. 
When the defense tried to respond 
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AZGFD’s chief law enforcement officer, John Romero, holds the galaxy tightly in his grip. 


to this argument, Judge David Bury 
scolded them for getting off topic. But 
slandering lions was only one aspect of 
the prosecution's values war. From the 
opening statement through the clos- 
ing, the prosecutors took every oppor- 
tunity to tell the jury that urban sprawl 
is inevitable, that AZGFD and the USFS 
were just doing their jobs to protect the 
public — and how would you like it if 
someone interfered with your job? The 
jury was told that in this great democ- 
racy, there is no excuse for defying the 
government with anything but words, 
because the system works so well. 

Then there were the witnesses called 
by the prosecution to lie on the stand. 
Like AZGFD's chief law enforcement 
officer, John Romero, who testified 
that he saw three people digging up a 
lion snare as he hovered above them 
in a helicopter. When the defense 
asked him for details of what he had 
seen ("Were they digging with their 
hands or with tools?;" "Did you see 
dirt and branches flying away from 
them?;" "What were their legs do- 
ing?"), Romero was unable to answer. 
In the end, his testimony amounted 
to, "I can't say what they were doing; 
I just know that they were digging." 

The worst, though, were FBI agents 
Doak Mahlik and Brian Nowak, who 
had arrested and interrogated Coro- 
nado and Crozier. While Crozier did, 


regrettably, answer questions about 
himself and admitted to being in Sa- 
bino Canyon, he said nothing about 
the details of his actions or about 
anyone else who might have been 
involved. Yet the FBI report of his 
interrogation, on which Nowak and 
Mahlik based their testimony, con- 
tained pages of things that Crozier 
never said, including confessions. The 
defense made a valiant effort to cast 
doubt on the FBI's credibility, but in 
the end the jury believed the lies. 

By far, the most alarming aspect of 
the trial was the prosecution's entire 
approach to the charge of conspiracy. 
Their "smoking gun," as they called 
it, was a recording of audio notes that 
the FBI seized from Richardson when 
he was arrested. In order to introduce 
the tapes as evidence, the prosecution 
argued that a key part of the "conspir- 
acy to interfere with federal agents" 
was a plot to attract media attention. 
As part of this heinous "conspiracy to 
sway public opinion," the prosecution 
alleged that Richardson entered the 
canyon to cover the story. Therefore, 
all his notes were "statements of a co- 
conspirator" and could be admitted. 

Judge Bury bought the argument, 
and the prosecution hit the ground 
running from there. Statements made 
to the press declaring EF!'s intention 
continued on next page 


Newmont Implicated in 

Protester Deaths 

Newmont Gold Company op- 
erations in a Ghana forest re- 
serve have again come under fire 
from human rights and environ- 
mental activists. In November, 
the company called in police to 
break up a roadblock at its mine 
site. Three people from surround- 
ing villages were shot, one fatal- 
ly. Following the shooting, it was 
discovered that Newmont was 
dumping human sewage into the 
Asuopre River, which is used for 
drinking water by communities 
downstream. 

Newmont has seen increasing 
resistance to its mines, includ- 
ing massive protests and site oc- 
cupations in Peru, which has led 
to the abandonment of several 
projects (see EF.'J July-August 
2003). The Denver-based com- 
pany has also been castigated 
for human rights and environ- 
mental violations in Romania, 
Indonesia and Western Shoshone 
land in Nevada. 

Colombian Forests 
Threatened by New Law 

The Colombian government 
signed a new bill in December 
that will open up a half-million 
square miles of forest — including 
national parks— to agribusiness 
interests. The legislation ignores 
the integrity of ecosystems by 
stating that trees can be owned 
separately from the land they 
are on. 

Chemonics International, a 
US-based international develop- 
ment company and contractor for 
Plan Colombia, provided experts 
to help draft the new forest law 
behind closed doors. Opponents 
of the bill claim that lawmakers 
were offered $3,500 each to vote 
for the legislation. Environmen- 
talists predict that the bill will 
set back conservation efforts by 
50 years. 
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Arizona Earth Firstlers look out for approaching Arizona Game and Fish Imperial Walkers. 


continued from previous page 
to interfere with the hunt became 
"threats to federal employees." Video 
footage taken of hunters and released 
to an eager television media became 
"intimidation." When the jury was 
out of the room, US Assistant District 
Attorney Wallace Kleindeinst was 
even less restrained, arguing for the 
admission of comments on the tapes 
regarding EF! actions in the North- 
west. When the judge asked why 
these comments would be relevant, 
Kleindeinst answered, "Because part 
of the conspiracy was to draw more 
attention to Earth First! nationwide 
and to get more people involved in 
Earth First! activity. And that's what 
we're here to put a stop to!" 

The jury bought it. Coronado 
and Crozier were found guilty on 
all three charges, but allowed to 
remain out of custody until their 
April sentencing date. 

The Shifting Battleground 

Legally and politically, the govern- 
ment's victory here in Arizona sets 
troubling precedents nationwide. 
With this conviction, the government 
may feel empowered to pursue "con- 
spiracy to interfere" charges against 
any activists who take direct action 
on federally administered land, such 
as anti-logging activists in the North- 
west. A critical part of Arizona EF!'s 
media strategy — collecting video foot- 
age of unpopular hunts in order to gal- 
vanize public opposition — may have 


to be reconsidered. In fact, given the 
judge's acceptance of the "media as 
co-conspirator" argument, any media- 
dependent, direct-action strategy may 
have suddenly become a lot riskier. 

The same week as the Sabino Canyon 
trial, the FBI carried out a series of raids 
across the country, charging a handful 
of people with nearly every major, un- 
solved ecotage action in the Northwest 
during the past 10 years. In the suc- 
ceeding weeks, the arrests, subpoenas 
and indictments have kept coming. 
The vast majority of those targeted by 
these government attacks have been ef- 
fective aboveground organizers. 

Remember when we could protest 
outside the house of a CEO with no 
masks, no arrests and no worries? 



Chuk'shon EFlers in Sabino Canyon. 


Those days are over. The charges 
being leveled for what we used to 
think of as basic civil disobedience — 
or even constitutionally protected 
speech— are getting more severe. The 
government is determined to lock up 
effective organizers, whether by filing 
outrageously extreme charges for mi- 
nor actions or by charging them for 
Earth Liberation Front (ELF) or Ani- 
mal Liberation Front (ALF) actions 
that they had nothing to do with. Of 
course the government insisted that 
Coronado and Crozier conspired to 
use the media against them — in their 
minds, that really should be punished 
by years in prison. Does anybody re- 
ally believe that this case had nothing 
to do with Coronado's lifetime of ef- 
fective organizing and his recent de- 
fense of direct action on 60 Minutes ? 

For years, the government has 
been saying that the ELF and ALF 
are the greatest threats to its power, 
followed closely by Stop Hunting- 
don Animal Cruelty and Earth First!. 
Congressional hearings on "ecoter- 
rorism" have become more frequent. 
If we haven't been listening to that 
warning, it's time to start. The US 
government views our movements 
as a serious threat, and it means to 
destroy us. 

At this time, no other movement 
is facing such a concerted campaign 
of government-backed repression 
and vilification. It is no coincidence 
that the Earth and animal liberation 
movements have been singled out, 
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and it's not just because we're effec- 
tive. After all, the animal liberation 
movement is far more powerful and 
focused than the radical environmen- 
tal movement, but the government 
goes after both with equally vicious 
determination. Why? 

Because among the social change 
movements in this country, the 
Earth and animal liberation move- 
ments stand almost alone in chal- 
lenging the oppression that lies 
at the heart of the modern way of 
life. More than war, racism or even 
imperialism, the global economy 
depends on the exploitation of non- 
human life. Only our movements 
offer a powerful moral challenge to 
the very basis of government and 
corporate power. And when we pub- 
licly challenge our enemies' right to 
kill for economic growth, we are a 
terrible threat. The modern death 
culture cannot tolyrate a philoso- 
phy that values life over wealth and 
power, whether it is called "deep 
ecology" or "animal rights." 


The war on -our resistance move- 
ments is not new; it is only the details 
of the attacks that change. On this 
continent alone, the war has gone 
on for more than 500 years. Unfortu- 
nately, this history contains as many 
stories of bitter defeat as of triumph. 
And with life itself at stake, this is a 
war that our generation does not have 
the luxury of losing. 

Dark Days Ahead 

In the aftermath of Coronado 
and Crozier's conviction and the 
FBI raids, some local Tucson groups 
were quick to distance themselves 
from Earth First!. Nothing, of course, 
could make the government hap- 
pier, short of us giving up the fight 
entirely. 


Lots of people have asked what 
they can do to support Coronado, 
Crozier and Arizona EF!. Our answer 
has been to contact AZGFD and give 
them hell. Give them hell for pros- 
ecuting the case and lying on the 
stand. Give them hell for hunting 
mountain lions, sandhill cranes, prai- 
rie dogs and bighorn sheep. Come 
with us to public comment hearings 
or our next hunt sab. Yes, we are go- 
ing to keep hunt sabbing. Are we go- 
ing to consider the implications of 
this verdict when we plan our next 
action? Of course. Are we going to let 
it keep us from the field, where the 
animals need us? No. 

Soon everyone in this movement 
will have to decide where they 
stand. Aboveground direct action 
becomes riskier daily, but if we are 
going to change the values of this 
death-based culture, we cannot leave 
all the work to the ELF and ALF. So 
with the battleground shifting and 
the empire gathering its forces, what 
are we to do? 

As Arizona EF!, we 
can say this much: 
We expect you to 
fight. No matter 
what comes, we ex- 
pect you to stand de- 
fiant. We expect you 
to proudly proclaim 
i your allegiance to 
I the ideals and move- 
§ ments that you hold 
dear, not to distance 
yourself from your 
friends and beliefs 
because your lawyers and the gov- 
ernment have made you afraid. We 
expect you to remember that the 
stakes in this war are greater than 
your own safety or comfort, and 
that the animals, plants and poor of 
this world are already taking heavy 
casualties. 

We are proud to be EF!ers. We are 
proud to proclaim that life is more 
important than anything, and that no 
law will stop us from defending it. 
And while there is breath in our bod- 
ies, we will fight. 

We expect the same of you. 

For more information about sup- 
porting Rod, Matt or Arizona EF!, 
contactsabthebastards@hotmail.com; 
www.azef.org. 

Ben Pachano is a Chuk'shon EFIer. 


Judge Reverses Species 

Protection Removal 

In January, a federal judge ruled 
to retain the Northwest Forest 
Plan's (NFP) Survey and Manage 
standard. The judge also ordered 
the halt of dozens of timber sales 
in California, Oregon and Wash- 
ington — a clear victory for forest 
defenders. 

Adopted in 1994, the NFP pro- 
vides some protections for old- 
growth forests on federal lands 
west of the Cascade Mountains. 
Survey and Manage requires fed- 
eral agencies to survey old-growth 
forests for rare plants and wildlife 
before allowing logging. If such 
species are found, development 
plans must be modified to protect 
them. The Bush administration 
attempted to eliminate the Sur- 
vey and Manage section of the 
NFP in 2003, sparking protests 
throughout Cascadia. 

Biotechnology Crops 

Unmonitored 

The US Department of Agri- 
culture's (USDA) investigative 
arm revealed in December that 
the USDA had failed to monitor 
thousands of acres of experi- 
mental biotechnology crops 
in all states and US territories, 
except Vermont, New Hamp- 
shire and Nevada. According to 
the USDA's report, it "lacks ba- 
sic information about the field 
test sites... including where and 
how the crops are being grown, 
and what becomes of them at 
the end of the field test." The 
inspection made 28 recom- 
mendations for monitoring im- 
provements. 

In Britain, biotechnology ex- 
periments led to the accidental 
cross-pollination of rapeseed 
with the wild plant charlock. 
The new variety of charlock is 
reportedly resistant to lethal her- 
bicides and has been deemed a 
"superweed." 



Chuk'shon EFIers during the mountain lion hunt. 
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by Peter 

As an old North Sea 
trawler, the Sea Shepherd 
Conservation Society's Far- 
ley Mowat, steamed toward 
the ends of the Earth, a 
steel spear jutted out from 
the starboard bow, point- 
ing to the eight bobbing 
ships just beyond the ho- 
rizon. Six of these ships 
were Japanese "research" 
vessels intent on dou- 
bling an internationally 
condemned, illegal quota 
of minke whales and tar- 
geting, for the first time since 1985, 
endangered fin whales. 

The other two vessels left Cape 
Town, South Africa, a week prior to 
the Farley Mowats departure from 
Oceania. Heading to the Antarctic 
Whale Sanctuary in the South Pa- 
cific Ocean, these Greenpeace ships 
sought to witness a crime that re- 
mains unpunished — the crime of 
violating numerous international 
regulations, among them the United 
Nations' Moratorium on Commercial 
Whaling, the Antarctica Treaty and 
the Convention on International 
Trade of Endangered Species. 

The uncompromising Sea Shepherd 
ship would serve as the law enforcer. 
The steel spear, affectionately dubbed 
"the can opener," would do the job 
of a judge's gavel, pounding the full 
weight of justice into any ship defy- 
ing the laws that the world's navies 
should be upholding. 

It wouldn't be until Christmas day, 


two weeks into the Antarctic Expedi- 
tion, that the 8,000-ton Japanese fac- 
tory ship, the Nisshin Maru, would 
be spotted on radar. Force-eight seas 
tossed the Farley Mowat into 40-degree 
rolls as it inched closer to the factory 
ship still hidden from view by thick 
fog. As the Farley Mowat passed the 
Greenpeace ship Esperanza, it broke 
into a full-fledged cavalry charge to- 
ward the Nisshin Maru. 

"Nisshin Maru, leave the area you 
murdering scumbags," the Sea Shep- 
herd captain's voice boomed over the 
radio, breaking an eerie silence be- 
tween the three vessels. "We are not 
a protest ship, I repeat, we are not a 
protest ship." 

The Nisshin Maru's response was 
nonverbal and immediate: It turned 
tail and ran. After fewer than 10 min- 
utes, it turned back, bearing down on 
the Farley Mowat s portside. The Farley 
Mowat remained on course, refusing 
to back down in what had turned into 


a deadly game of chicken. 
The blare of air horns from 
both ships cut through the 
fog. Five blasts for warning. 
Another five for collision 
imminent. But when the 
captain of the Farley Mowat 
ordered a mooring line to 
be deployed off the stem as 
a propeller-fouling deter- 
rent, the 8, 000-ton mast- 
odon backed down from 
the much smaller ship and 
retreated at full speed. 

So began a chase that 
would take all nine ves- 
sels on a 3,000-mile-long 
route, from the eastern border of 
the Australian Antarctic Territory to 
the extreme west. The Nisshin Mam 
and the Esperanza gained miles each 
day at a speed of 16 knots, while the 
Farley Mowat pushed on at a much 
slower speed. However, during the 
next 15 days, not a single whale was 
killed. The Japanese wouldn't run 
from Greenpeace, but they ran from 
Sea Shepherd. Full speed ahead. 

They couldn't run forever. As the 
sun rose on round two of the "War for 
the Whales," it lit up a calm sea where 
the Nisshin Mam was transferring 
whale meat onto a Japanese supply 
ship, already marked by Greenpeace 
with the painted words: "Whale Meat 
from Sanctuary." As soon as the Japa- 
nese vessels got a visual on the Farley 
Mowat, they separated in such a hurry 
that the Greenpeace ship Arctic Sun- 
rise was rammed in the process. Both 
whaling ships headed north, while 
three Sea Shepherd zodiacs were sent 
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to chase and slow them down. Lines 
of rope and steel cable were thrown in 
front of the rising bow of the Nisshin 
Maru as the Japanese crew struggled 
to aim their water cannons at the fast 
pontoon boats. Yet the lines were to 
no avail. The Nisshin Maru once again 
disappeared over 
the horizon, wast- 
ing fuel and mon- 
ey evading Sea 
Shepherd. Calm 
seas soon turned 
rough, and for the 
second time, a lay- 
er of fog covered 
the battlefield. 

The Farley Mowat 
wouldn't have to 
wait another 15 
days for action. As 
the fog dissipated 
the next morning, a target on the radar 
began to move slowly. This time around, 
the Farley Mowat had "caught up with 
the Japanese supply ship, the Oriental 
Bluebird, which was clearly waiting on 
the Nisshin Maru to continue its ille- 
gal freighting operation. The supply 
ship stood at a standstill, even after 
the Farley Mowat ordered it out of the 
Antarctica Whale Sanctuary. "You are 


Sea Shepherd captain, on the height 
of a wave, swung the rudder full to 
starboard and slammed the "can 
opener" into the side of the Oriental 
Bluebird. The screech of metal against 
metal drowned out both the sound of 
the sea and the sound of the engine. 

The two ships 
parted with the 
thud of the Far- 
ley Mowats stern 
smashing into 
the hull of the 
Oriental Bluebird. 

As these two 
ships separated, a 
black plume shot 
up out of the Ori- 
ental Bluebird's 
smokestack; it was 
on its way out of 
the whale sanctu- 
ary. The Farley Mowat, having hit its 
point-of-no-retum fuel reserve three 
days prior, escorted the Japanese supply 
ship for two days before being forced to 
head to the nearest port for refueling. 
The ship's heaters were turned off and 
every method to save fuel was utilized 
as the Farley Mowat, after 40 days at sea, 
turned its bow to South Africa. 

With a shocked and fearful Japanese 


"Leave the area you 
murdering scumbags," the 
Sea Shepherd captain's 
voice boomed over the 
radio. "We are not a protest 
ship, I repeat, we are not a 
protest ship." 



A mmke whale harpooned by the Japanese ship Nisshin Maru. 


.... 


assisting in an illegal operation. With 
respect to the United Nations World 
Charter for Nature, leave the Antarctic 
Whale Sanctuary immediately," the 
Sea Shepherd captain ordered before 
bringing the Farley Mowat around to 
face the supply ship. 

The demands were met with silence 
and inaction, so the Farley Mowat 
moved forward. As the seconds of 
silence wore on, the speed of the 
Farley Mowat increased until its star- 
board side almost rubbed up against 
the Oriental Bluebird's portside. Then, 
with almost a flick of the wrist, the 


whaling fleet in its wake, Sea Shepherd 
plans to return next year with a faster 
ship — one that can match the speed of 
the Nisshin Maru. A ship that doesn't 
just create waves, but makes an impact. 
Above all else, a ship that can stop il- 
legal whaling, rather than protest it. 

For more information, please visit 
www.seashepherd.org. 

Peter is the second mate aboard the 
Farley Mowat. The Antarctic whaling 
expedition was his third major campaign 
with the Neptune's Navy. He still has 
nightmares from witnessing the Cana- 
dian seal slaughter. 


Chinese Officials Seize 

Land, Quiet Protests 

Riot police fired into a crowd of 
demonstrators in December, kill- 
ing several people in the village 
of Dongzhou, China. Villagers 
had been protesting the govern- 
ment's seizure of land to build a 
wind power plant without just 
compensation. The police sealed 
off the village in an attempt to 
capture the protest organizers 
and demanded that nearby com- 
munities refuse to sell food to 
the village — an attempt to starve 
them into submission. 

The incident is just one of 
more than 70,000 protests that 
occurred throughout China in 
2005. The number of protests 
has been increasing as people 
living in China's poverty-stricken 
countryside fight against land 
seizures, corruption and a wid- 
ening separation between the 
wealthy and poor. 

Big Brother Tracks Cars 
in Britain 

The Independent reported in 
December that Britain will be- 
come the first country to record 
the movements of all vehicles by 
using a widespread surveillance 
network. This network will in- 
corporate thousands of existing 
closed circuit television (CCTV) 
and traffic cameras to record the 
license plates of nearly 35 million 
vehicles each day. The network 
will save this information for at 
least two years, allowing law en- 
forcement to determine the loca- 
tion of any vehicle at any time. 

In the future, the British po- 
lice hope to incorporate private 
CCTV cameras into the project. 
The government is confident 
that the spy program will revo- 
lutionize crime investigation 
on a national level and prove 
indispensable to British domes- 
tic intelligence for its value in 
"counter-terrorism" efforts. 
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Sabotaging the New Jersey Bear Hunt 


by Win Animal Rights . As the hunter ;> ret ^ rn f d triumphantly with their kill 

in tow, we were horrified to discover that the majority of 
In December 2003, New Jersey sanctioned its first black bears slaughtered that day were young females and cubs, 
bear hunt, disregarding the protests of local environmen- Who will ever forget the mortally wounded bear cub who 
tal and animal rights advocates. A number of activists, staggered out onto the highway to die slowly — a horrific 
who would later form Win Animal Rights (WAR), got our scene witnessed by countless New Jersey commuters, in- 
first look at what amounted to eluding many children? 

a statewide bear slaughter. That "f J 'TTT11IBK1 llFfMTrM‘‘WT fl" W OT**”" B y riie end, the 2003 bear 

year, we showed our opposition 1* lift slaughter had claimed the lives 

to the hunt through conven- Bk*. of 328 bears. More than 200 of 

tional protests, letter writing i these were females, who most 

and an endless stream of phone §§?4vFil likely left orphaned cubs be- 

calls to elected officials. w hind to die of starvation or pre- 

We entered the woods, and ' * •, B flE'-!) dation. We promised ourselves 

for the first time, we saw what that next season, we would de- 

the hunters had been hiding: fend the bears from this inhu- 

bait stations loaded with jeU^* ~ naane and^ senseless carnage.^ 

to our horror, heard hunters /V- stonewalled the hunt and 

bragging about rousting and forced the case into the state 

shooting bears who had al- courts, which eventually ruled 

ready gone to den for the Win- ' to suspend the hunt, 

ter. It was then that we realized v During last year's gubernatori- 

that this wasn’t a hunt con- w Jt ■pjplgfc m al campaign, candidate Jon Cor- 

ducted by "sportsmen." It was x jm zine was unequivocal about his 

nothing short of government- " jB * I opposition to the hunt. How- 

sanctioned bear assassination. - ever, once elected, he yielded 

Those of us who were in the -= to relentless pressure from the 

woods of New Jersey in 2003 re- , : i ?l hunter-controlled NJFGC and 

call hearing the first rifle shots. ; permitted the hunt. 

We flinched at the thought that : »''*§ In November, WAR launched 

the first bear in 33 years might fpPllsSlp^K "Operation: Take Back the 

be dying at the hands of a scum- " * - Woods" and issued a call for 

bag hunter. We remember see- bear defenders. Our recruit- 

ing the first bear delivered to the Wawayanda State Park ment flyer announced, "Wanted: Warriors. Now Recruit- 
weigh station and hoisted into the air, her blood puddling ing Bear Hunt Saboteurs." We offered a fast-track training 
on the snow-covered ground. program for those determined to defend the bears. The 

One of our saddest moments was watching a hunter response from animal and Earth activists was overwhelm- 
pull a limp, black body from the back of his station wag- ingly positive. 

on. At first, we thought it was a Labrador retriever, but One of the first things we discovered while preparing for 
it turned out to be a bear cub, no bigger than the family the hunt sab was that studying hunting websites and other 
dog. Was this one of the scary black bears that the New publications provided valuable insight into the strategies 
Jersey Department of Fish and Wildlife was convinced of bear hunters. Also, New Jersey government publications 
would threaten the safety of residents? and regulations included a wealth of information about 
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the location and topography of state lands open to hunt- 
ing. Pro-hunting bulletin boards and discussion forums un- 
knowingly acted as tools for our hunt sabbers in training. 

A week before the official start of the bear hunt, teams 
infiltrated the killing fields. The first field reports were 
received on December 4, the eve of the hunt: "Animal 
liberation warriors have taken to the field in defense of 
native forest dwellers. Numerous tree stands that were 
previously sighted are no longer visible. Something ap- 
pears to have happened to them during the night. Dough- 
nut-laced bait stations were sighted, but reports indicate 
that they may have been compromised by mysterious 
ammonia-like substances. Fluorescent trail markers seem 
to have been repositioned. We sure hope that Elmer has a 
compass, as he may become 'vewy, vewy confused.' Bear 
tracks and scat have been obliterated and are now cov- 
ered by the falling snow. Orange markers appear to have 
been randomly scattered throughout the woods, adding 
to the confusion." 

In the first days of the hunt, our own bear defenders 
reported that the woods were teeming with non-hunters. 
Day-glow orange T-shirts of the Wounded Bear Rescue 
Team and Committee to Abolish Sport Hunting were ev- 
erywhere. Activists from the New Jersey Animal Rights 
Alliance and the Bear Group maintained a peaceful pres- 
ence as they hiked the woods. When hunters and activ- 
ists did come face to face, the hunters taunted activists 
with curses and racial slurs. Hunters even killed a bear 


in close proximity to an activist's backyard, leaving its 
heart in the bloody snow to further torment those who 
care about their bear neighbors. Later, these same hunt- 
ers orchestrated a sting operation, which resulted in 
four aboveground activists being arrested on trumped- 
up charges. Throughout the six-day hunt, bear defend- 
ers were actively working in the woods, often under the 
cover of darkness. Not a single WAR bear defender was 
arrested during the hunt. 

Although 297 bears were murdered in this year's hunt, 
more would have died had it not been for the courage 
of those who stood firm in defense of the bears. These 
bears impact no one except the greedy land developers 
who wish to rape and pillage the bears' homes. Bears are 
not encroaching on our territory; we are encroaching 
on theirs. Instead of finding a peaceful solution — a way 
to cohabit the woods — they are sold out and delivered 
into the hands of cowardly assassins who lure them with 
treats and shoot them when their backs are turned. What 
we find most amazing is that the bears have harmed no 
one. Still, the state of New Jersey feels that safety dictates 
the need to send out killers to neutralize them. 

It's time that we all said "Enough!" We will stand in 
defense of the wild and fight. 

For more information, visit www.war-online.org. 

WAR is dedicated to continuing the fight until the woods 
are safe and open for the enjoyment of all animals, human 
and non-human. 


Outlaw Wolves: Can the Ghosts of the Past Survive the Future? 


BY SOLEDAD 

Predatory Bureau- 
cracy: The Extermina- 
tion of Wolves and the 
Transformation of the 
West, by Michael J. Rob- 
inson, University of Colo- 
rado Press, 2005. 

Michael Robinson's 
Predatory Bureaucracy 
couldn't be more time- 
ly. After reading Robinson's book, 
during Representative Richard 
Pombo's move to eradicate the 
Endangered Species Act (ESA), I 
will never again ignore a legisla- 
tive alert to defend the ESA (see 
EF!J November-December 2005). 
Additionally, 1 have a new respect 
and understanding for the sym- 
bolic power of wolves (wily and 
resourceful as they are), their bio- 
logical importance and the hor- 
rific extent to which they were 
extirpated from the West. 

In Predatory Bureaucracy, I learned 
that the last wild wolf of the Great 


Plains was killed in 1923. 
Wyoming's last wolf was 
shot in 1940, and Colo- 
rado's last wild wolf was 
captured in 1945. Con- 
sequently, almost every 
existing wolf population 
in the US results from 
struggling reintroduction 
programs built from cap- 
tive-breeding projects. 

Yet Robinson constant- 
ly reminds us how resourceful and 
wild these wolves remain, refusing 
to completely fall victim to pioneer 
bounty hunters, decades of federally 
coordinated predator control, im- 
mense habitat loss and local extirpa- 
tion. Despite it all, a few outlaw wolves 
always manage to survive. 

Robinson, who works as the Cen- 
ter for Biological Diversity's carnivore 
conservation coordinator, combines 
direct and detailed narrative with 
heart-tugging photos and stories of 
the fate faced by dozens of individ- 
ual wolves. He reveals how bureau- 
cratic inertia and wealthy ranching 


interests came to so thoroughly 
dominate the potential for wolf 
survival. And he impressively 
blends historical research, current 
biological knowledge and acute 
analysis of the political landscape 
to shed new light on the struggles 
that many of us face in our own 
work with federal agencies on is- 
sues ranging from wolf recovery to 
federal lands logging to pesticide 
regulations. 

One of this book's most impor- 
tant contributions is its refresh- 
ing take on the ESA. Robinson 
convincingly weaves together 
the controversy following Ra- 
chel Carson's Silent Spring, the 
predator control program's use of 
poisons and the Nixon adminis- 
tration's surprising environmen- 
tal agenda. 

So whatever the issue is closest 
to your heart, prepare to be both 
depressed and inspired by Predato- 
ry Bureaucracy. And don't give up 
hope yet — for as Robinson docu- 
ments, the outlaw wolves remain. 
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Clear as cut glass & just as dangerous 


The Growing People 

To my teacher, the plants are growing people. 

He tells us this as we sit in a dimly lit auditorium 
in the forestry building built to look like a ski lodge. 

He is alive as he speaks of the yucca root for soap making 

and pinyon sap for coughing 

and juniper smoke for healing spirit wounds. 

I know that the artificial room doesn’t diminish his power, 

but that he is not at home here, 

uncomfortable. 

I pretend we are out on his ranch, 
kneeling over little onions and mints 
just popping out of the springtime soil. 

In the distance, I envision his sheep and cows and horses, 
silently chewing their cud, watching us. 

They are the four leggeds, 
no different than us, the two leggeds, 
or the plants they eat, the growing people. 

He tells us to talk to the plants, sing to the plants, 
honor the plants, give prayers to the plants. 

He says, three times: 

We don’t just take, always give back 
We don’t just take, always give back 
We don’t just take, always give back. 

He says, three times: 

They are not just plants, but people 
They are not just plants, but people 
They are not just plants, but people 
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I walk out of the classroom into the forestry building atrium 
decorated with stiff polyester factory made couches and 
plaques on the wall commemorating 
institutional and academic achievements. 

There is a celebration underway, 

which we must walk through to leave the building. 

The partygoers are white women in flowered dresses 
and makeup applied to hide their age, 
standing submissively next to their partners, 
old white men in suits and ties. 

One of them has a knife in hand, its blade inches away 
from a fat white sheet cake with white sugary frosting 
and words in green gel celebrating the centennial. 

A hundred years. A hundred years of what? 

Fire suppression, clear cutting, separation from the land, dominance, 
power. 

To the ones in control, the plants are an easy means to an end. 

To my teacher, the plants are the growing people. 
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Starting to blend in. 

A balance; 
dirt and tan 
gathered over miles of 
desert. 

Sand and mud 
layered on top of each other 
stratified, plateau like, 
mimicking this place. 
Laccolithic scabs. 
Monoclines formed where 
skin has peeled away. 
Canyons of wrinkles. 

My body a mirror 
of this very land. 

Now part of 
this landscape, 
losing myself 
in the starlight, 

I cast no shadow. 


— Left-Handed Hunter Kachina 


— Eli Shostak 
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O coyote 

they don’t like to see you 
being so free 

So they come with their arms 
You can hear them loading up 
You can hear them 
egging each other on 
to find some courage 
& run you out of all decent company 
But they have no courage 

except for the numbers they buy 
They never lose 


0 

So they drive you out 
of the day time 
& into the night time 

The nerves of their consciences are deadened 
but when the sun’s going down 
& the sky’s opening in darkness 
The echoes of your howl 
still ratde their brains 
& make their hearts beat wildly 
Because despite everything to the contrary 
they love you madly 
Can’t really live without you in fact 


COYOTE 

O coyote 

they don’t like to see you 
being so free 

But you don’t care about what they like 
You throw your head back 
& let go a howl 

that will echo wild & free in every atom 
even in the atoms 
they sometimes call their bodies 

— Steve Toth 


New Chimney Farm 

1 

This morning the field 
is full of trucks, 
tractor trailers with 
pieces of a house soon 
to stand where last year ' 
there was forest. 

This morning the turtle who 
spent the week laying eggs 
in the sand beside the road 
lies crushed on the pavement, 
eyes open, still breathing and 
just yards down the road, 
the squirrel has already died. 

These are the first signs. 

We leave the earth a cleared place, 
spaces where the woods were, 
spaces where the turtles were, 
what becomes of the world, 
with us in it. 

1 will move the beautiful bodies 
into a woods of their own. 

2 

What the woods were like when 
you and I, younger, 
walked our way 
into quiet, another 
kind of time, when 
birds sang from the 
trees. Owl, osprey, bald 
eagle or fox, crossing 
the ice, deer, otter, spots 
of sunshine where 
mushrooms lift, or 
hemlock, pine duff, 
under beech, lady slipper and 
luna moth, without 
fear of what was 
here, now, we 
wander new roads, our 
hearts broken no 
feathers in our hands. 


Bedtime Stories 



3 

Ravens all year round, 

eight deer in the field, 

loons up from the underworld, 

smaller birds, at 

every moment this land 

sung over we 

hear their songs, learn 

to sing along. 


4 

trying to burn my heart with 

every loss, that 

pine tree, those lady slippers, 

eagle perch, where the 

deer were, and more, 

more subtle the 

wider roads, cleared spaces, 

soil moving downhill 

in rain 

more light 

every new change 

a loss, 

houses in the woods. 


— Gary Lawless 


Deer brought dry grasses 
by the mouthful, 
porcupines brought sweet bark, 
raccoon brought lichens and mosses, 
fox, no longer waiting for lightning, 
brought matches, 
raven kept watch as 
the dark building site 
brightened. 
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by Dave Pike 

I drove into New Orleans, Louisiana, 
on September 22, as Hurricane Rita — 
the second massive storm to hit the US 
Gulf Coast — was approaching. Unlike 
other times I've driven a vehicle into 
an action, I wasn't smiling at all. 

I listened alternately to the Nation- 
al Weather Service and to truckers 
on the CB radio. Approaching Lake 
Pontchartrain, truckers confirmed 
that the causeway was still open, so I 
telephoned my destination one more 
time to get the latest on police road- 
blocks. I was told to keep my emer- 
gency medical technician credentials 
handy and go for it. 

Navigating the highways and debris- 
strewn streets with my atlas, I con- 
vinced the New Orleans police that 
I was allowed to enter, and I reached 
the Common Ground Health Clinic 
in Algiers, New Orleans, at noon. I 
spent the next eight days working ev- 
ery daylight hour, caring for people in 


need and moving through a wrecked 
and nearly deserted city. 

I can't really explain why, as an 
Earth Firstler, I went to join the relief 
effort at Common Ground. When I 
saw what was happening after Katrina, 
I simply knew that I had to help. This 
was when Noah and Roger, medics 

; H- 

I can’t really explain why, as an 

Earth Firstler, I went to join 

the relief effort.... I simply 

knew that I had to help. 

-H 

I had met during Mountain Justice 
Summer (MJS), came rushing through 
North Carolina to get down to New 
Orleans. I hooked them up with the 
medical supplies left over from MJS, 
and they used these to establish what 
was then the only medical facility in 
Algiers. The Common Ground Health 


Clinic is a free health-care clinic, 
which at one month old was recog- 
nized as the most successful clinic in 
all of New Orleans by representatives 
of area health-care agencies. 

I used skills that I had gained in 
my years with Earth First!. I recog- 
nized the need to use a sanitizing 
rinse when washing dishes in our 
kitchen, even though it was indoors. 
I performed some decent tarpology to 
provide shade and shelter for people 
and supplies. I kept calm when en- 
countering the National Guard and 
the frequently antagonistic police, 
aiding people with injuries and sick- 
ness, and driving through debris and 
destruction everywhere. And I played 
a part in the consensus-based deci- 
sions at the clinic. 

When I went to the bayous south 
of Houma, Louisiana, prepared to biv- 
ouac, I found that everything was cov- 
ered in a thick layer of toxic mud. Some 
houses had four inches of it inside. The 
Native American communities in this 




GroenFront! Takes on NATO Airbase 

When NATO announced its plan to log a 50-acre wood- 
land to "improve airspace" for its wildly unpopular, noisy, 
pollution-spewing miltary base near Schinveld, Nether- 
lands, GroenFront! leapt into arboreal action. 

GroenFront! maintained a treesit village and ground oc- 
cupation for more than a month. On January 10, 20 vans 
of riot police, hundreds of regular officers and police dogs 
assailed the occupation and arrested 103 people, includ- 
ing dozens of locals. 

Although ultimately unsuccessful, the actions radical- 
ized the surrounding communities, with more than 1 ,000 
people visiting the forest encampment. Schinveld’s town 
council had earlier attempted to stop the logging, but it 
was overruled by the central government. 

Redwoods Action at Nanning Grove 

On December 9, dozens of forest defenders took their 
concerns about old-growth logging in Nanning Grove to 
Pacific Lumber's headquarters in Scotia, California. When 
a logging truck made its way out of the gate, two women 
courageously blocked the truck and then climbed atop 
the single massive, ancient log it carried. The women were 


eventually arrested, but not before another protester was 
pepper sprayed, arrested and then hospitalized as the re- 
sult of a severe asthma attack provoked by the spray. 

Nanning Grove is one of the last areas of high-quality 
habitat for the endangered marbled murrelet on Califor- 
nia's North Coast. 

Treetop Resistance in Scotland Park 

Anti-road protesters targeting the A68 bypass took their 
struggle to the trees this Winter. A three-month-long oc- 
cupation of Dalkeith Country Park began in October, 
including walkways through the pines, an underground 
tunnel and many treesits spanning the construction cor- 
ridor. In January, police initiated an eviction, removing 
the multi-level occupation and arresting 31 activists over 
the course of 10 days. 

Despite the devastation to the park following the evictions, 
the campaign to prevent the bypass is far from over. New 
challenges to the construction are already in the works. 

Alpine Communities Fight High-Speed Rail 

Protests in Italy against a new high-speed train sys- 
tem reached a high point in December, as 50,000 people 
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An organizer and medic at the Common Ground Health Clinic administers a shot. 


area were, and still are, in a state of 
deep poverty and neglect — much like 
the folks left to die in New Orleans. 

I ended up cofounding a relief group, 
the Four Directions Relief Project, 
which is specifically focused on soli- 
darity work with tribes in southwest 
Louisiana. Here the uniqueness of Na- 
tive American culture, rural culture, 
geography and ecological concerns 
demand considerations separate from 
New Orleans-based organizations. 

Unfortunately for the Native peo- 
ples and other rural residents, the 
majority of radical relief work in Loui- 
siana has been concentrated at Com- 
mon Ground. The great and highly 
visible need for aid in New Orleans 
has attracted most of the activists, 
supplies and energy to the city, thus 
reproducing the neglect that Native 
Nations have endured historically. 
The tribes are so small that they face 
the looming prospect of cultural ex- 
tinguishment if members relocate 
rather than rebuild. 

As a radical environmentalist, I 
have found that I feel more affinity 
with folks in the bayous struggling to 
survive amongst the destruction of 
the wetlands. I also found my envi- 
ronmental thinking and beliefs being 


altered and strengthened by my ex- 
perience there: The fossil fuel indus- 
trial complex with its global climate 
change spawn is the big behemoth we 
need to pull down. 

Being a part of radical humanitarian 
projects that successfully replace the 
expected duties of inept government 
and charity agencies has been very 
warming and greatly energizing. Be- 
ing amongst the mins and looking for 
stragglers — holdouts who had made it 
thus far — was exciting and grounding. 


Knowing I did what I was meant to — 
and did it well — has been uplifting. 

When people at home ask me, “How 
was it?," I give up trying to explain 
and simply answer: "It was intense. I 
saw the future.” 

Formore information, contactthe 
Four Directions Relief Project, POB 
1059, Bourg, LA 70343; (828) 230- 
1404; fourdirections@riseup.net; 
www.eswn.org. 

Dave Pike is an EF! medic, a dad and a 
rebel yank living in southern Appalachia. 


joined the resistance. Strikes shut down schools, shops 
and factories, encouraging people to attend the protests. 
Demonstrators marched along five miles of the proposed 
train route and occasionally clashed with the nearly 1,000 
police assigned to the march. 

Treno Alta Velocita is a high-speed railway that will 
link Italy's most traveled routes with stations in France, 
Spain, Portugal, Austria and other European countries. 
The protests specifically target construction between 
Lyon, France, and Turin, Italy, which would cut through 
the Alps, as well as release asbestos and uranium that is 
locked in the mountains. 

Road Actions Escalate at Camp Bling 

The campaign in the UK against the F5 dual carriage- 
way is headed toward a showdown. January marked the 
fourth month of Camp Bling, an occupation along the 
highway's planned route in Southend-on-Sea, Essex. 
Campaigners occupied a government office in Cam- 
bridge, chaining themselves to turnstiles and revolving 
doors. Activists also announced an underground tunnel 
system, which will prevent work crews from safely enter- 
ing the construction site. 

The campaign against the controversial project has been 
ongoing for five years. The $20-million carriageway would 
run over the well-known Priory Park and disturb the Sax- 
on burial site where Camp Bling is currently located. 


Massive Protests Greet Climate Conference 

A crowd of 40,000 turned out for the Meeting of the Par- 
ties Conference in Montreal, Canada, in December, braving 
freezing temperatures to protest inadequate government 
action on climate chaos. More than 30 countries participat- 
ed in solidarity protests, including Japan, Germany, Bangla- 
desh, Brazil, Australia and South Africa. Small protests were 
held in about 40 US cities, including New York City, where 
1,000 protesters took to the streets. Nearly 10,000 people 
protested throughout the UK, where London Earth First! 
disrupted a coinciding aviation conference. 

The international day of action was the largest protest 
against climate change to date. 

Bridge Blockades in Argentina & Uruguay 

On December 30, Argentine residents and local officials 
blocked three bridges connecting Argentina and Uruguay 
in protest of the latter country's decision to build two Eu- 
ropean-owned paper mills along the Uruguay River. Using 
tractors, 200 protesters successfully blocked the bridges, 
which are key routes for international trade and tourism. 

Argentinians are concerned that the plants will con- 
taminate rivers and farmland, which Uruguay's president 
denies. With pressure from Argentina's governor of Entre 
Rios — across the river from the construction site — Presi- 
dent Nestor Kircher ordered his cabinet to give the issue 
close attention. 
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This image, reminiscent of Death Valley, is of dried toxic sludge in a Dulac, Louisiana, neighborhood. 


by Creek and Sitchensis 

With much of the coverage of Hurricane Katrina focused 
on the destruction of homes in Louisiana, the flooding of 
New Orleans and the immediate humanitarian catastro- 
phe playing out in the streets, many may have forgotten 
that the storm came ashore in an area that is home to 
more than 100 petrochemical plants. 

In fact, the oil industry has precipitated a triple envi- 
ronmental catastrophe on the Gulf Coast. The most ob- 
vious was the rapid strengthening of the storm in the 
warming Gulf of Mexico — a result of climate change. 
But the disaster that played out on the world's tele- 
vision sets in September was just the latest and most 
dramatic in a long series of race- and class-based envi- 
ronmental crises. 

Another tragedy began well before Hurricane Katrina 
struck. Local environmental justice and toxics cam- 
paigners have long labeled much of the area affected 
by Katrina as "Cancer Alley." The human population 
in the area — predominantly people of color — suffers the 
highest cancer rates in the US, as well as some of the 
most extreme poverty, leading to a disproportionate 
number of deaths from diseases commonly associated 
with toxic exposure. 

Hurricane Katrina's strike on the oil industry's infra- 
structure provoked the third environmental crisis: a simul- 
taneous oil and chemical dump of stunning proportions. 
More than eight million gallons of crude oil were spilled 
into dozens of areas around southern Louisiana, impact- 
ing already imperiled wetlands and poor coastal bayou 
communities. Unlike the infamous Exxon Valdez oil spill 
of 1989, which was only three million gallons greater, the 
multitude of smaller Louisiana spills dispersed too rapidly 
and over too diverse a topography to allow for more than 
a fractional cleanup. 

In addition to the oil spills, dozens of chemical refiner- 
ies and a number of Superfund sites added to the toxic 
gumbo, spilling massive quantities of neurotoxins, cor- 
rosives and carcinogenic chemicals such as ammonia, 


formaldehyde and cyanide. Beyond this were the thou- 
sands of submerged or dumped rail cars shipping chlo- 
rine and sulfuric acid; arsenic and lead from the paint 
and batteries on hundreds of thousands of submerged 
cars; asbestos from submerged homes and underwater 
fertilizer depots; and the 22 million tons of debris sitting 
on roadsides and in hastily constructed landfills. 

In an effort to stimulate the area's economy, government 
officials claim that New Orleans and the surrounding ar- 
eas are safe for repopulation. However, many residents 
and environmental groups question the legitimacy of the 
government's conviction. Government sources are not 
providing essential data for residents to determine what 
health risks they face, and no cleanup plan is being de- 
veloped to address the pollutants deposited throughout 
New Orleans' soil. 

The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and Loui- 
siana Department of Environmental Quality (LDEQ) have 
named only five locations with dangerous levels of arse- 
nic and petrol products. Meanwhile, many environmen- 
tal organizations have conducted their own independent 
studies of the flood's sediment. Groups like the National 
Resources Defense Council, Louisiana Environmental 
Action Network, Common Ground Collective and the 
Louisiana Bucket Brigade have determined that many 
neighborhoods throughout New Orleans and St. Bernard 
Parish have dangerously high levels of arsenic, petroleum 
products and banned pesticides, such as DDT. There are 
places where the level of arsenic is 75 times higher than 
EPA-acceptable rates. Close to a landfill within Orleans 
Parish, levels of petroleum products are almost 20 times 
the acceptable rates. 

Living in a safe, healthy environment is a basic human 
right that has been historically violated by both govern- 
ment and big business in the Mississippi Delta. By not 
providing appropriate information to the area's residents, 
officials are continuing their legacy of environmental rac- 
ism in the Mississippi Delta. 

In St. Bernard Parish, a Murphy Oil Company holding 
facility was dislodged by Katrina, spilling more than one 
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million gallons of oil into surrounding neighborhoods. Bioremediation uses microorganisms and their enzymes 
The flood water lines marking all of the buildings here are to return an environment that has been altered by con- 
bordered by greasy oil lines, and flooded cars are still slick- taminants to its original condition (see EF!f November- 
ly covered from the spill. Many landowners in the area December 2004). Common Ground's program uses worm 
adorn their homes with placards that read: "Damaged by compost tea, oyster mushrooms and other enzymes to 
Katrina, Destroyed by Murphy Oil." help break down petroleum products. It also uses greens 

Government officials as of yet have made no indication and sunflowers to remove heavy metals such as lead and 
that there will be a widespread process to clean, remediate arsenic. Common Ground plans to make these services 
or remove contaminated sediment from New Orleans and available to homeowners, as well as places like daycare 
St. Bernard Parish. centers, parks and schools. 

The Common Ground Collective, a relief organization Help is needed to make this program happen. If you 
based in southeastern Louisiana, is working to address is- have bioremediation skills or knowledge, please do not 
sues of soil contamination. Common Ground believes that hesitate to come down and volunteer. Through mutual 
while it is important to hold the government and corpo- aid and solidarity (not charity), we can work side by 
rations responsible for environmental cleanup, grassroots side with the people of New Orleans and help bring 
efforts must also take action to remediate polluted lands, their city back. 

The EPA, LDEQ and Army Corps of Engineers have clearly For more information, contact the Meg Perry Bioremedia- 
proven that they cannot be depended upon to meet this tion Project, (504) 913-5635; www.commongroundrelief.org. 
need. For this reason, Common Ground has initiated the Creek coordinates the Meg Perry Bioremediation Project. 
Meg Perry Bioremediation Project, which is based out of a Sitchensis is a Cascadia EFIer who spent Fall 2005 with the 
local community garden. Common Ground Collective. 

RemembeHng JV[e.g 

Per^y: 1979-2005 

_ T Almost three years ago, the 

by Emily Posner and Jonah Fertig People's Free Space had just 

On December 10, Meg Perry, an gotten this big, green school 
Earth Firstler instrumental in orga- bus that eventually would 
nizing the Maine Round River Ren- become the Frida Bus. On 
dezvous and the follow up action at the day of a scheduled work 
Governor John Baldacci's mansion in party, we were expecting a 
2004, passed away in a bus accident crowd of folks to come help 
while doing hurricane relief work in out, but only Meg showed 
the Gulf Coast, She was also involved up. At the time, Meg was just 
in the Maine EF! campaign against getting into social, political 
Plum Creek. - and environmental activism. 

Meg was a community organizer She was interested in creating 
and the Frida Bus coordinator with the change, but she hadn't yet 
People's Free Space in Portland, Maine, become involved in a project 
She organized many of the projects as- that she felt was really creat- 
sociated with the Frida Bus — a biodie- ing the change she wanted to 
sel-powered, mobile community space see in this world, 
that many EFlers may remember from Meg and the Frida Bus 
the 2004 Rendezvous. The bus hosted evolved together. She put 
puppet shows, served free food, was thousands of hours of work, love and irreplaceable silliness and lighthearted- 
a popular education tool about sus- play into Frida. She took her experi- ness. Meg loved to garden, a passion that 
tainable alternatives to fossil fuel and ence with constructing and painting she really developed in tire last couple 
helped to transport hundreds of ac- sets for theater, and she applied it to of years. She volunteered with a variety 
tivists to a variety of events, fairs and building a library, kitchen, free box, of radical gardening projects in Maine, 
protests. In the end, Frida brought seating area, roof rack, stage and a as well as with More Gardens! in New 
Meg and other relief workers from kids' area. York City during the 2004 Republican 

New England down to the Gulf region, Meg always moved through life National Convention. In New Orleans, 
where they volunteered with United with a smile on her face and a joke on Meg was planning to help coordinate 
Peace Relief, Save Our Selves and the hand. She gave a bear hug to every per- the Common Ground Collective's 
Common Ground Collective. son she met, and she maintained an continued on next page 
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BY SlTCHENSIS AND SOLEDAD 

During the past 200 years, approximately half of the 
original wetlands habitats in the US have been lost. Due 
to global climate change and increasing consumption of 
water, we can only expect to lose more wetlands at a faster 
rate in the future. 

Louisiana is home to a treasure trove of the nation's 
surviving wetlands. Forty percent of the remaining wet- 
lands in the continental US — approximately three million 
acres — are found in Louisiana. Alaska is the only state with 
more wetlands than Louisiana. However, 80 percent of all 
wetlands lost in the continental US during the 
past few decades are in Louisiana; the state 
has already lost wetlands that comprise 
an area the size of Rhode Island. 

Louisiana's wetlands provide abun- 
dant wildlife habitat, especially to wa- 
terfowl. Up to 80 percent of migrating 
waterfowl make a stop at Louisiana 
wetlands, which provide critical 
breeding grounds for sandwich 
terns, black skimmers, Forster's 
terns and many other seabirds. 

Bald eagle, Louisiana black 
bear and Kemp’s ridley sea 
turtle are just a few of the 
rare animals with vital habi- 
tat in Louisiana wetlands. 

Wetlands provide critical ecological benefit to human 
animals as well, effecting a filtering process that protects 
water quality, offering a groundwater recharge system and 
replenishing water supplies. Willful human ignorance of 
the importance of wetlands has also dramatically increased 


the impact of hurricanes — most recently illustrated by 
Hurricane Katrina — as these ecosystems substantially re- 
duce flooding, stabilize shorelines and minimize the im- 
pact of waves and storm surges. Ignoring warnings from 
environmentalists, the state and federal governments 
have dumped money into ship canals and engineering 
projects to control the Mississippi River, diverting funds 
from efforts to strengthen long-standing levees in densely 
populated urban areas. 

These canals enable saltwater from the Gulf of Mexico to 
intrude into normally freshwater and 
brackish wetlands. Their existence 
also severely disrupts the season- 
al flooding that introduces 
sediments critical to coun- 
tering the natural forces of 
wetlands decomposition. 
The Mississippi River 
Gulf Outlet (MRGO) is the 
most visible culprit in a canal 
system promoting transportation 
over ecological preservation. This 
600-foot-wide canal, which provides a 
shortcut for ships traveling from New Or- 
leans to the Gulf of Mexico, drives straight 
through a dense swamp. Despite decades of pro- 
tests from environmental groups, as well as questions 
about its economic viability, the MRGO remains. On 
August 29, when rising tides burst the MRGO in St. Ber- 
nard Parish, the community there was inundated, and 
more than 100 people were killed. A Louisiana State 
University study estimates that the MRGO alone made 
the storm surge 20 percent higher and two to three 
times faster in the surrounding areas. 



continued from previous page 
community garden project. In her 
honor, Common Ground has renamed 
its garden and bioremediation efforts 
the Meg Perry Bioremediation Project. 
Meg's work in New Orleans and the Gulf 
Coast truly demonstrated her extraor- 
dinary compassion and drive to create 
a more just and sustainable world. 

We encourage you to continue Meg 
Perry's legacy: Ride a bike, plant a 


garden, organize in your communi- 
ty, come down and work in the Gulf 
Coast, give lots of hugs, drink lots of 
water and stretch every day. 

Meg's passing is a tragic loss. It is 
hard to believe that someone who 
put so much energy into affirming, 
celebrating and sharing life has come 
to such a tragic end. Meg passed on 
while doing what she loved, follow- 
ing her passions and dreams, and 


living life to the fullest. She would 
want us to celebrate her life and 
keep her spirit alive by continuing 
to work for a world that is more hu- 
mane, more cooperative, more fun 
and more loving. Now we each hold 
a piece of Meg's spirit in us. We can 
nourish that spirit, love it and water it 
with our souls and our energy, so that 
it can blossom into playful, beautiful 
and amazing celebrations of life. 
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Canals built for oil and gas exploration are also to blame: ignoring the importance of these natural systems has done 
A 1994 study faulted these industries for two to four billion the greatest damage to underprivileged communities and 
dollars worth of damage to Louisiana's wetlands every year, the ecosystems themselves: It's estimated that 30 square 
Oil and chemical spills, as well as underground extraction miles of coastal wetlands were destroyed by the magnified 
activities disrupting soil stability, multiply the destruction, storm surge alone. 

Louisiana wetlands are also threatened by the construe- For more information, visit www.saveourwetlands.org; 
tion of roadways and pavement, drainage for agriculture www.crcl.org. 
and urban sprawl. Billion-dollar subdivisions built over 
thousands of acres of wetlands in Slidell, Louisiana, un- 
doubtedly magnified the massive devastation to this New 
Orleans suburb, including the total annihilation of the 
controversial subdivisions. 

If it were only wealthy industries and developers "pun- 
ished" by Katrina, we could at least find some satisfaction 
in the old saying "Nature Bats Last." Tragically, however, 


I 


Finding the Diamond in Louisiana's Chemical Comdop 



BY SOLEDAD 

Diamond: A -Struggle for Envi- 
ronmental Justice in Louisiana's 
Chemical Corridor, by Steve Lemer, 
MIT Press, 2005. 

Steve Lerner's Diamond is steeped 
in the voices and history of one of 
the key communities influenced by 
Hurricane Katrina — a community 
struggling for centuries against in- 
justices, more recently in the form 
of environmental racism in Lou- 
isiana's "Cancer Alley." Although 
Lerner's book was published prior 
to Hurricane Katrina, the history 
it provides is vital to understand- 
ing that the environmental racism 
highlighted by the hurricane was 
nothing new to Louisiana's black 
communities. 

Lemer envisioned his book as a 
case study of the environmental 
justice movement in a community 
situated between a Shell refinery 
and a chemical plant. Residents of 
the Diamond neighborhood, some 
of whom live mere feet from the fa- 
cilities, have been injured or killed 
in explosions from the plants. A 
disproportionate number suffer 
from asthma, skin disorders, can- 
cers and other ailments. After 13 
years of organizing, the residents of 
Diamond forced Shell to buy their 
properties and relocate them to 
healthier homes. 

If you want to know the anatomy 
of an environmental justice cam- 
paign, this book will give it to you. 


If you need some dirt on Shell, the 
details of the story will help. While 
Lerner fails to provide much solid crit- 
ical analysis or new insights on envi- 
ronmental justice strategy, this book's 
true value lies in its representation of 
the history, culture and community 
of an area that too few of us paid close 
attention to before Katrina. 



A Struggle for 
Environmental Justice 
in Louisiana's 
Chemical Corridor 


STEVE LERNER 

foreword by Robert O BuWatd 


Lerner reveals that these commu- 
nities have not been passive victims 
to past or present injustices. For ex- 
ample, where Diamond sits today, 
there once stood a plantation by the 
same name. The people of Diamond 
played a key role in one of the largest 
slave revolts in US history, and many 


residents still proudly trace their 
lineage to this insurrection. 

Lerner prefaces his book with the 
claim that the residents of Diamond 
are the tme cutting edge of the en- 
vironmental movement, criticizing 
the mainstream movement for its fo- 
cus on wilderness. He backs up this 
claim with an argument that wilder- 
ness preservation can only gain from 
supporting environmental justice 
campaigns like those at Diamond. 

Even though Lerner clearly sides 
with Diamond residents, he really 
wants to give his book a balanced 
feel. The voices of community 
members and advocates share space 
with sympathetic profiles of Shell's 
management and employees. These 
voices and personalities (friend and 
foe alike) are the gems of the book. 
However, in his final chapters, Lern- 
er does a disappointing about-face, 
providing an unexpected feel-good 
version of Shell, a corporation that 
"learned the importance of being 
engaged with the community, meet- 
ing with them in face-to-face discus- 
sions and getting all the issues out 
on the table." 

I imagine that the real lesson Shell 
took away from its experiences at 
Diamond was how to more effec- 
tively neutralize future grassroots 
campaigns. Yet the true lesson we 
can take away from this book is the 
complexity of the history and re- 
sistance of the communities strug- 
gling to rebuild in the wake of 
Hurricane Katrina. 
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Opportunity! 


Earth Liberation 
and the 
Oil Endgame 


BY ACORNISTA 


By now, all radical environmentalists — if not all hu- 
mans — should be aware of the fatal ecological effects of 
civilization's unsustainable energy binge. Yet many of us 
have been slow to grasp the true gravity of what our rapid 
depletion of non-renewable fossil fuels portends. 

We must recognize three essential points about 
civilization's imminent energy future: First, the un- 
folding "energy crisis" is real and will soon manifest 
as chronic oil scarcity. Second, industry is seeking to 
quickly and quietly implement a nightmarish swarm 
of ultra-dirty oil "substitutes," ranging from coal-to- 
oil "liquefaction" in Appalachia to nuclear-powered 
"heavy oil" mining in northern Canada and biofuel 
plantations in South America. Rather than presenting 
feasible solutions, these "alternatives" are unsustain- 
able and ecologically destructive. Three, we cannot 
cling to the hope that scientists will unveil a magical 
cocktail of clean, oil-free "alternative" technologies 
that will power a benign "new civilization." 

Unless societies learn to sharply reduce their ecologi- 
cal footprints, any large-scale energy alternatives will ul- 
timately prove ineffective because they would prolong 
and intensify destructive practices. It is time to seriously 
consider that our best hope for a biodiverse Earth and 
a biocentric future for humanity would be civilization's 
collapse. Let's dream our post-petroleum utopias un- 
apologetically wild. 

To liberate the Earth and ourselves from the carnage 
that oil elicits, we need to clarify where civilization is go- 
ing, as well as where our movements are coming from. 
Attempts at environmental legislative reform through 
emissions standards, "smart growth” regulations and 
the Kyoto Protocol have failed to deter oil's speeding 
devastation. Grassroots struggles to restrain the pe- 
troleum economy's spread and to spur lifestyle shifts 
toward renewable energies have been far too weak, 
late and limited to halt overarching ecocidal trends. 
Despite countless small-scale victories won by indig- 
enous and eco-activist resistance, hydrocarbon hunger 
has metastasized globally, placing civilization on a col- 
lision course with its own decimation of the Earth. 


But it is our very gluttony for fossil fuels that pres- 
ents the single greatest threat to our unsustainable 
civilization. A startling body of evidence is now fore- 
telling the beginning of the end of oil's heyday. 


It is time to seriously consider that our best 
hope for a biodiverse Earth and a biocentric 
future for humanity would be civilization’s 
collapse. Let’s dream our post-petroleum 
utopias unapologetically wild. 


Peak Petroleum? 

This unique geological opportunity is called "peak 
oil," the moment of global maximum oil production, 
when approximately half of the Earth's total oil supply 
has been pumped and remaining reserves offer decreas- 
ing yields. Extraction at any individual oil field follows 
a bell curve; production increases, plateaus and then de- 
clines irreversibly as the supply is exhausted. Peak oil is 
merely the extrapolation of the behavior of individual 
oil fields to the global supply. 

In any field, the purest oil is always the most accessi- 
ble and, thus, the first to be extracted. As oil disappears, 
the crude becomes increasingly difficult to refine. Pro- 
duction costs escalate and more energy must be used 
to bring lower-grade oil to market. When this hap- 
pens to the global supply, consumer prices will sky- 
rocket to offset the costs. Finally, oil production will 
require the expenditure of more energy than it yields 
and will become prohibitively expensive. Collapse will 
result not from the disappearance of oil, but from the 
vanishing of cheap oil. 

Although we won't recognize the moment of peak 
oil until it has already passed, many clues signal that 
it is near. In November, Kuwaiti officials announced 
that output from the world's second-largest oil field 
was "exhausted" and declining. Shortly after, speak- 
ers at the Association for the Study of Peak Oil's 
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annual conference all agreed that global oil de- I 
cline would certainly begin before 2010. Some 
argued that we are peaking now. More than 50 I 
oil-producing countries have already peaked. I 
Global discovery of oil reserves peaked in the I 
1960s, and big finds are now rare. The average I 
find is 50 million barrels. This sounds huge until I 
you consider that humans consume 84 million I 
barrels every day. US oil production peaked in 
1970 and continues to decline, even as Ameri- I 
cans devour 25 percent of the global supply. Only I 
the vast oil fields of Saudi Arabia sustain the illu- I 
sion that petroleum-based civilization can grow I 
forever. But this is not so. Ninety-five percent of 
Saudi output comes from only six fields, which I 
all show signs of petering out. 

False Hope on the Depletion Slope 

Opinions differ widely about what peak oil I 
means for humanity. Some permaculture enthu- I 
siasts are advocating boldly optimistic visions of I 
graceful "energy descent" down the oil-depletion I 
slope. They hope that geologically imposed lim- 
its to reckless consumption will compel societies 
to adopt ecofriendly alternatives. At the other ex- 
treme, many capitalist intellectuals are confident 
that civilization, led by fresh waves of technologi- 
cal innovation, will seamlessly adapt to oil decline. 
They predict that oil depletion will be a "non-event" 
due to the implementation of other unconventional 
fuel sources that will significantly offset dwindling 
oil reserves. 

One such "solution" is the exploitation of tar 
sands in arctic Canada's Mackenzie Valley. Ap- 
proximately two tons of tar sands are required to 
produce a single barrel of oil, with more than one 
million barrels being extracted every day. This pro- 
cess strips soil and rock from forests, boils oil out of 



Although we won’t recognize the moment 
of peak oil until it has already passed, many 
clues signal that it is near. 



sand with hot water and leaves behind giant cess- 
pools of wastewater. Since the 1960s, the extraction 
of tar sands has damaged more than 80,000 acres of 
forest and wetlands, and plans call for production 
to triple by 2015. Moreover, the tar sands industry 
is extremely inefficient, necessitating huge energy 
inputs to produce comparatively modest yields. To 
supply the industry's voracious energy needs, a new 
infrastructure of massive natural gas pipelines and 
nuclear plants has been proposed. 

A similar, even dirtier process is the mining of 
oil shale. Located on about 16,000 square miles of 


land in remote parts of Colorado, Utah and Wyoming, 
oil shale represents an estimated 800 billion barrels of 
recoverable oil — enough to meet US oil demand for 
nearly 100 years. The extraction process is so obscene- 
ly heat- and water-intensive that it has only been at- 
tempted experimentally. Nevertheless, the Department 
of Energy predicts yields of "200,000 barrels a day from 
oil shale by 2011, two million barrels a day by 2020 
and ultimately 10 million barrels a day." In January, 



Those who have seriously researched this 
issue are confident that peak oil spells doom 
for modern metropolitan, growth-oriented 


economies. 


the Bureau of Land Management awarded six new 160- 
acre leases to oil companies for the development of oil 
shale extraction on federal lands in Colorado and Utah. 
Currently, the corporation most deeply invested in oil 
shale is Shell. 

In the US, coal-to-oil refineries are now on the draw- 
ing board in Montana, West Virginia and Wyoming. But 
eastern Pennsylvania's Schuylkill County — an economi- 
cally depressed region dependant on waste dumping, 
coal mining, waste coal burning and prisons — is likely to 
become the site of the first such plant. Construction on 
the refinery is scheduled to begin this Spring and could 
be complete by as early as 2008. This facility will be a 
heavily subsidized pilot project that could pave the way for 
larger and more numerous coal-to-oil plants throughout 
the US. 

Another proposed option is the harvesting of methane 
hydrates, which are frozen methane crystals found on 
the ocean floor and in arctic permafrost. Methane hy- 
drates are extremely plentiful — estimates suggest that the 
global supply may be double that of all other fossil fuels 
combined. For this reason, methane hydrates seem like a 
great energy source capable of fueling unlimited growth 
for centuries to come. Predictably, it's not that simple. 
Just as methane hydrates represent a tremendous source 
of potential energy, they also present a huge quantity of 
stored greenhouse gases. (Methane is more than 20 times 
more effective than carbon dioxide at trapping heat in 
the atmosphere.) A level of methane hydrate extraction 
capable of supporting the world's energy needs would 
leak staggering quantities of the gas into the atmosphere, 
exacerbating the existing threat of global warming. Ad- 
ditionally, there is evidence suggesting that the extrac- 
tion process could make seabeds unstable, resulting in 
habitat destruction and even giant tsunamis. Neverthe- 
less, the US has earmarked $47 million for research into 
methane hydrate energy. 

As for biofuels, we should look skeptically at any "so- 
lution" that Monsanto officially favors. Small-scale or- 
ganic biofuels might be worthy of eco-activist support, 

continued on next page 
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continued from previous page 
but the biggest beneficiaries of industrial biodiesel are 
sellers of genetically modified corn and soybean seeds. 
Plus, those enriched by the establishment of biofuel 
markets in the wealthy Global North are rarely local 
farmers but rather foreign mega-growers of palm and 
soya oils. In 2006, a Florida-based importer called — no 
joke — EarthFirst Americas, Inc. plans to ship more than 
100 million gallons of palm oil-derived biofuel into the 
US from Ecuador. That's more than the US biodiesel in- 
dustry's entire 2005 yield. In Malaysia, Indonesia and 
South America, where labor is cheaper, water more 
abundant and crop yields higher, the spread of soy 
and palm plantations is a leading agent of rainforest 
destruction. 

Citing these and other untapped sources of energy, 
cornucopian capitalists adhere to the unwavering be- 
lief that scientific innovation and private enterprise 
will generate a solution to oil depletion. The public 
follows their lead, believing that — at the very worst — 
peak oil will mean buying a hybrid car or a new fur- 
nace. But those who have seriously researched this 
issue are confident that peak oil spells doom for mod- 
ern metropolitan, growth-oriented economies. Fossil 
fuels are essential ingredients in the production of 
plastics, pesticides and herbicides, fertilizers, phar- 
maceuticals, electronics, computers, and even com- 
ponents of high-tech "renewable" energies like wind 
and solar power. During oil decline, mass-produced 
items that consumers now take for granted would 
quickly become luxuries, then relics. The entire capi- 
talist framework — defined by global mass production 
and dependent upon a resource-hungry infrastruc- 
ture — would likely collapse. 

Peak Opportunity! 

We don't have to panic or lose hope in the face of this 
scenario. What might oil decline mean for anti-capitalist 
unrest and Earth First! agitation? Be imaginative! The 
heightened vulnerability of dominant institutions 


The heightened vulnerability of dominant 
institutions offers extraordinary potential 
for social insurrections, ecological uprisings 
and tactical ecotage. 


offers extraordinary potential for social insurrec- 
tions, ecological uprisings and tactical ecotage. The 
advent of oil decline should embolden us to step up 
action to stop our culture's worst oil-enabled abuses 
against the Earth, from mountaintop removal min- 
ing and forest clearcutting to genetically engineered 
agriculture, suburban sprawl and resource wars. 

But in order to take full advantage of this opportunity 
to bring down oil-based civilization, we must also work 
to minimize the ability of Earth-destroying industries 


By fighting to minimize civilization’s ability 
to weather the peak oil storm through the 
use of unsustainable “alternatives,” we can 
hopefully accelerate civilizations collapse 
and preserve what remains of our planets 
ecological integrity. 


to adapt to fossil fuel scarcity. This means defending wil- 
derness and undeveloped areas — the Arctic Wildlife Refuge; 
coastal and offshore marine zones; highland hotspots like 
the Green River Valley and Bridger-Teton National Forest 
in Wyoming, Colorado's Roan Plateau, Montana’s Rocky 
Mountain Front and Otero Mesa in New Mexico — from 
new oil and natural gas speculation and extraction. Glob- 
ally, it means doing more to collaborate with and support 
allies — from Colombia to Nigeria to Iraq — who are at the 
frontlines of physical struggles against neocolonialist oil 
exploiters and the militaries that shield them. 

We must also fight the ultra-dirty oil substitutes that 
industries are gearing up to implement. All of these will 
require huge investments of capital before they become 
economically viable. All will demand the creation of a 
completely new infrastructure before production and 
delivery can begin. Many will necessitate extensive 
legislative and diplomatic attention before they can 
be implemented in accordance with state, national 
and international law. And some depend upon signifi- 
cant adaptation on the part of consumers. 

Every one of these new sources of energy is vul- 
nerable at some crucial point. By studying the eco- 
nomic, political, legal, technological and even social 
requirements that these new industries will have to 
meet, we can proactively target them where they are 
weakest and prevent them from establishing a firm 
foothold. 

By fighting to minimize civilization's ability to 
weather the peak oil storm through the use of un- 
sustainable "alternatives," we can hopefully ac- 
celerate civilization's collapse and preserve what 
remains of our planet's ecological integrity. In 
the ashes of industrial monoculture, thousands 
of neotribal nomadic communities, autonomous 
ecovillages and bioregional confederations unit- 
ing them could bloom amid rewilded landscapes. 
The oil endgame might be our last opportunity for 
full-fledged Earth liberation. Will we seize it or let 
it slip by? 

Acomista edits reclaimthecommons.net and peakoil- 
anarchy.blogspot.com. This critter can be found drop- 
ping nuts and bolts of (purely poetic) resistance all over 
squirrel country this Spring and Summer. Despite favor- 
ing a "no civ" over a "new civ" outcome, Acomista be- 
lieves that both sides should collaborate strategically 
together to take down oil civilization. 
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Black Mesa Mine Closes and 
the Relocation Office Disbands 

Victory? An orderly and certain conclusion? Not according 
to many of the indigenous families of the Big Mountain and 
Black Mesa communities. The struggle continues. 


by Black Mesa Indigenous Support 

Legislation is gaining momentum that would complete 
the forced relocation of Dine families on Arizona's Black 
Mesa. Backed by Senator John McCain, chairman of the 
Senate Committee on Indian Affairs, Senate Bill S.1003 
would "bring the relocation process to an orderly and cer- 
tain conclusion." 

This particular legislation is an amendment to the Na- 
vajo-Hopi Land Settlement Act of 1974, which mandated 
the forced relocation of more than 12,000 Dine and 100 
Hopi — in what the US government claimed was basically 
a reservation boundary dispute. In reality, the issue was a 
complexly layered conflict involving different land-use and 
cultural patterns of traditional Dine, traditional Hopi, west- 
ernized Hopi and the US government. 

S.1003 would dissolve the Navajo-Hopi Relocation Office 
by 2008, yet it also mandates the eviction of all remain- 
ing resisters before the agency dissolves. Navajo Nation 
President Joe Shirley Jr. has stated that S.1003 "reinforces 
the deeply troubling idea that Dine families will be forc- 
ibly removed from land that they have called home for 
generations." Roman Bitsuie, executive director of the Na- 
vajo-Hopi Land Commission, argues that the bill prema- 
turely terminates the federal government's responsibilities 
toward those who "have lived through the nightmare of 
relocation. The federal government bears much of the re- 
sponsibility for the US-Hopi land dispute and, therefore, 
must play a significant role in its resolution." Furthermore, 
S.1003 denies any further federal responsibility for relocat- 
ees. It is important to point out that in spite of the Navajo 
Nation's strong stance against the bill, its official testimony 
to the Senate barely mentioned the Dine families still living 
on Black Mesa and threatened by the relocation laws. 

This comes at a time when Peabody, the world’s largest 
coal company, is preparing to vastly expand its stripmin- 
ing ot American Indian lands. Only one thing stands in 
Peabody's way to get to the billions of tons of low-sulfur 
coal: the indigenous people who live there. This land was 
inhabited by their ancestors, and it is the basis of their 
tradition, spirituality, water and livelihood. 

As Roberta Blackgoat, a Dine elder, once stated, "If they 
come and drag us all away from the land, it will destroy 
our way of life. That is genocide. If they leave me here, but 
take away my community, it is still genocide. If they wait 
until I die and then mine the land, the land will still be 
destroyed. If there is no land and no community, I have 


nothing to leave my grandchildren. If I accept this, there 
will be no Dine, there will be no land. That is why I will 
never accept it. I will die fighting this law." 

Temporary Suspension, Not Closure 

After 35 years, the Mohave Generating Station near 
Laughlin, Nevada, closed on December 31. That should 
have signaled the end of the Black Mesa Mine, since its 
only customer was the Mohave Generating Station. But 
Southern California Edison reversed the decision, telling 
the California Public Utilities Commission that it wanted 
to keep the plant open. 

As for the highly dramatized "closure" of the Black Mesa 
Mine in December, only one-third of the total mining op- 
erations on Black Mesa has ceased, and the word amongst 
the miners is that even that third will be reopened this 
Summer with the benefit of a 200-mile slurry line exten- 
sion that will tap another aquifer to the south. As part 
of its plans to extend mining operations on Black Mesa, 
Peabody has filed an application with the Office of Surface 
Mining for a life-of-mine permit, which would allow it to 
continue mining until the coal supply is exhausted. 

In the words of Bahe Katenay, of the Big Mountain Re- 
sistance: "Peabody Western Coal Company's actions be- 
come another extension of environmental racism and the 
'American' founding patriarchs' ideals of subjugation.... 
'Mr. Peabody' will continue its worldwide mega-alteration 
of the Earth... creating more instability among the indig- 
enous communities of Black Mesa and leaving them the 
exposed wastelands of Black Mesa Mine." 

A Duty to Act 

In an era of multinational corporations, the methods of 
separating indigenous peoples from their land have out- 
stripped the ability of any agency to monitor or regulate 
them. For this reason, the importance of building alliances 
cannot be stressed enough. We must all be part of the solu- 
tion. If you've ever cared about Black Mesa, now is the time 
to show your support — while there is still a window of op- 
portunity to stop S.1003. Black Mesa Indigenous Support is 
working in conjunction with the families and taking steps 
right now to put a halt to this legislation, as well as plan- 
ning a caravan for the Spring to raise awareness about the 
developments on Black Mesa and to generate support. 

For more information, contact Black Mesa In- 
digenous Support, POB 23501, Flagstaff, AZ 86002; 
blackmesais@riseup.net; www.blackmesais.org. 
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New Embarrassments in the 
Forest Service’s 
Biscuit Boondoggle 


by Matthew Koehler 

Resistance to the Siskiyou National Forest's Biscuit log- 
ging plan has been strong from the start (see EF.'J May- 
June 2005). Since logging began in October 2004 on the 
30 square miles of forest in the Biscuit area, numerous em- 
barrassing "errors" have blemished the US Forest Service's 
(USFS) already poor reputation — including accidental log- 
ging in a wilderness area and the cutting of more than 300 
trees in the Babyfoot Lake Botanical Area. 

New Year, New Information 

January was ushered in by a series of damning revelations 
about the Biscuit project and the larger issues of post-fire log- 
ging. A new study, conducted by researchers at Oregon State 
University (OSU), found that post-fire logging might actually 
hinder forest regeneration and increase fire risk — something 
that conservation groups have argued for years. 

Some of the more outspoken pro-logging professors 
at OSU's College of Forestry began lobbying Science to 
withhold publication of the study. Yet 
the journal's top editor refused to sup- 
press the information. Editor Donald 
Kennedy noted that the OSU profes- 
sors who contested the research could 
respond to the study once it has been 
published. "That's the way scientists 
handle disputes, not by censorship." 

Insider Outs Biscuit and 
the Fiber-Holies 

As if supporters of increased "resto- 
ration" logging weren't off to a rough 
year already, an interview with Rich 
Fairbanks, leader of the USFS planning 
team for Biscuit logging, appeared in 
the Eugene Weekly on January 18. 

In striking detail, Fairbanks provided 
an insider's view of how the USFS, the 
logging industry, allied professors at 
the OSU College of Forestry and members of Congress 
worked together on the Biscuit logging project to not only 
maximize the number of trees cut, but to also generate 
bad publicity for environmental activists. 

"The Biscuit logging project could not possibly have 
been done for the good of the forest or local communi- 
ties. They really polarized the community, and for what?," 
Fairbanks asked. "The Forest Service is fiber-holic. They're 
hooked, man." 

When asked to explain what led to the increased scale 
and scope of destruction, Fairbanks pointed to the Sessions 
Report. Authored by OSU professor and industry advocate 
John Sessions, this "scientific" article prompted the USFS 


to "supersize" the Biscuit logging project. Logging was de- 
layed for nearly a year. "That was the idea: We'll make a 
ridiculously inflated initial estimate [based on the Sessions 
Report], then we'll say, 'Look how reasonable we are by re- 
ducing it.' Then when it turns out that most of the wood is 
not there, they'll say, 'That's because the environmentalists 
held it up for so long and let it rot,'" explained Fairbanks. 

Fairbanks recently retired from the USFS, after 32 years 
with the agency. "They wanted me gone for years., I was 
very active in the union; I'm an environmentalist; I was 
one of the people who started Forest Service Employees 
for Environmental Ethics. The day the Biscuit plan went 
to the printer, they said, 'You're not working on this proj- 
ect anymore. Go find a detail, preferably somewhere out 
of state.'" 

Yet the Biscuit Bluff Continues 

Pro-logging legislators will be hard at work this Spring 
to ensure that the millions of dollars the logging indus- 
try has provided them in campaign contributions won't 
go unrewarded. 

Senator Gordon Smith, who has re- 
ceived $643,363 in campaign contribu- 
tions from the logging industry during 
his Senate career, continues to use the 
botched Biscuit "Fire Recovery Project" 
as the poster child for his disingenuous 
Forests for Future Generations Act. 
Congressman Greg Walden, who has 
| received $358,004 in logging industry 
g campaign contributions since 1998, 
| is sponsoring equivalent legislation — 
s fraudulently titled the Forest Emergency 
S Recovery and Research Act in the House 
§■ of Representatives. These bills would 
| fulfill the industry's wish list, providing 
I all the bells and whistles for more log- 
ging in our nation's public forests. 

In January, Walden's office sent out 
a glowing press release announcing 
that his legislation had "earned broad support from local 
governments, conservation groups, forestry professionals, 
educators and more than 140 members of Congress from 
throughout the nation" and that the "Forest Emergency 
Recovery and Research Act aims to dramatically improve 
the environmental health of federal forests after wildfire." 

It is strangely predictable that Walden's press release 
didn't mention a word about the new Biscuit studies and 
the outing by the Biscuit team leader, nor did it express 
concern about attempts at censorship coming from the 
OSU College of Forestry. 

Matthew Koehler writes from Missoula, Montana, where he 
works with the Native Forest Network. 



Tripod in the Biscuit, October 4, 2004. 
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Scandals Aplenty 

DeLay, Pombo and Hurwitz in a Gruesome Threesome 



A sneering Charles Hurwitz, CEO ofMaxxam Corporation 


by Karen Pickett 

You've no doubt been reading about the DeLay/Abramoff 
scandals, chuckling knowingly, wondering if this is a sig- 
nificant crack in the armor. For we who value justice, it is 
encouraging to see that the net snagging some of the slime- 
balls is still widening. Let's look at Representative Richard 
Pombo, a major player in the Abramoff scandal, who au- 
thored legislation last year to eviscerate the Endangered 
Species Act (see EF!f November-December 20051. That same 
Pombo (call him Dick if you like) convened the Headwa- 
ters Forest Task Force (HFTF) in 2000, while a protege to 
Tom DeLay. The HFTF was part of an effort to bully bank- 
ing regulators into backing off an investigation of Maxxam 
Corporation CEO Charles Hurwitz's crashing of the United 
Savings Association of Texas in 1988. That savings and 
loan failure, which cost US taxpayers more than $1.5 bil- 
lion, was part of Hurwitz's nefarious scheme to seize Pa- 
cific Lumber (PL) in Northern California. A ripe plum of 
a company, PL was rich with old-growth redwood forest 
that had been only selectively harvested, not clearcut, for 
100 years. Funds that Hurwitz liquidated from the savings 
and loan were essentially laundered through a firm that 
arranged for the junk bond financing of the PL takeover. 

Because of the PL connection, the savings and loan fail- 
ure caught the attention of activists, and intrepid citizen 
investigators uncovered Hurwitz's slimy manipulations for 
federal banking agencies. It ultimately caught the interest 
of the Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation (FDIC), and 
the Office of Thrift Supervision, which filed claims against 
Hurwitz and Maxxam, charging violations including gross 
negligence and reckless investing. Proposals for settlement 
at the time included the innovative "Debt for Nature" swap 


idea, where Hurwitz would make good on the 
money he owed taxpayers through the trans- 
fer of PL assets — forest acreage that would be 
transferred into public hands. But this wasn't 
sufficient for Hurwitz and his allies. 

DeLay and Pombo came galloping in to 
rescue their buddy Hurwitz. After scath- 
ing letters from DeLay denouncing the in- 
vestigation, Pombo and California Representative John 
Doolittle used the HFTF's subpoena power to obtain 
confidential FDIC documents. The FDIC objected, and 
it asked the HFTF for assurances that those internal doc- 
uments would not end up in Hurwitz's hands. But that 
is exactly what happened when Pombo and Doolittle 
quietly entered confidential documents into the Federal 
Register in 2001, shortly after the World Trade Center 
attacks. That was enough to damage the FDIC's case suf- 
ficiently, and the case was dropped in 2002. 

But even that's not the end of the story. Hurwitz contin- 
ued his counter-action against the FDIC, and against long 
odds, he prevailed last Summer. Judge Lynn Hughes, an- 
other right-winger from DeLay/ Bush country with ties to 
Hurwitz, awarded the corporate raider an incredible $72 
million for having to suffer through being investigated, 
which "dampened Hurwitz's entrepreneurial energies.” 
Part of the tit for tat here, of course, are the contributions 
Hurwitz made to these clowns. He donated not only to 
DeLay's campaign fund, but also to DeLay's legal defense 
when he was called up on money-laundering charges. 
Hurwitz has also slid money across the table to Pombo 
and Doolittle. 

This story follows the Abramoff scandal pattern where- 
by Republican members of Congress use their posts to 
do "favors for funds" from corporate high rollers. The 
only bright spots I see on this particular horizon are the 
prospects of a change of ownership of California's red- 
woods through a probable PL bankruptcy and the fact 
that Pombo is up for re-election this year. It's time to 
unseat the scumbags. 

K.P., a long-time defender of forests in Northern California, 
is still waiting for her check for lobbying all these years. 
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John TrudeU 

is a hero, not a snitch 

Anna Mae Piaou-Aquash 

storyl 


by Michael Donnelly 

As usual, I sat down to read my new 
Earth First! Journal cover to cover. I was 
bemused by yet another puerile pissing 
match between Captain Paul Watson 
and the Journalistas (see EF!J January- 
February 2006). It was good for a few 
laughs, but then it was on to an article 
that flat out blew me away. Here, in the 
EF! Journal, was a piece slamming not- 
ed American Indian Movement (AIM) 
activist, actor and spoken word vision- 
ary John Trudell, as well as his AIM 
allies Robert Robideau, Dino Butler, 
Russell Means and, by 
extension, noted polit- 
ical prisoner Leonard 
Peltier. 

What had Trudell 
and the others done 
to warrant the attack? 

It seems that they all 
have come down on 
the side of justice for 
their friend and ally 
Anna Mae Pictou- 
Aquash, who was exe- 
cuted in South Dakota 
30 years ago. 

The article did a fair- 
ly good job of rehash- 
ing the facts of the 
case. And, ostensibly, 
it was a piece defend- 
ing someone's political prisoner, so 
an article on a 30-year-old murder in 
another allied activist movement was 
not as out of place in the EF! Journal 
as one would think at first blush. As 
the F.F! Journal was founded as a fo- 
rum on "biocentrism," a case can be 
made that writing about the ongoing 
assaults on a very endangered group 
of beings (indigenous North Ameri- 
cans) is also an appropriate topic. 

But, as Trudell would say, "Let's get 
real here." Trudell is a hero, as are the 


others. He was at the occupation of 
Alcatraz Island in 1969-1971. He was 
at the Siege of Wounded Knee in 1973. 
He marched on Washington, DC. He 
served as AIM chairman for six years. 
He stood shoulder-to-shoulder with 
environmentalists on anti-nuke and 
anti-war efforts. He has been a solid 
ally on forest and animal defense. He 
has a 17,000-page FBI file. His four 
children, his wife Tina — an activist in 
her own right — and her mother were 
killed in a suspicious fire at their Ne- 
vada home, just 12 hours after Trudell 
had burned a US flag on the steps of 


FBI headquarters in Washington, DC. 
Let's get very real. 

As the article noted, Arlo Looking 
Cloud has been convicted as an acces- 
sory in Pictou-Aquash's death. He was 
videotaped confessing his involve- 
ment. His accomplice, John Graham, 
awaits extradition in Canada. While 
the article supports Graham, Pictou- 
Aquash's family is asking for support 
of the extradition. 

Pictou-Aquash was killed because 
she was "snitch-jacketed" (i.e., labeled 


an informant) within AIM, which was 
plagued with informants at the time. 
Like radical environmentalists today, 
AIM was at the top of the FBI's radar in 
the 1970s. Believing the lie that Pictou- 
Aquash was a snitch, high-level AIM 
members ordered her killed. Looking 
Cloud, Graham and Theda Clark — who 
first accused Pictou-Aquash — were the 
chosen executioners. 

As one might expect, this episode 
has split AIM — undoubtedly the FBI's 
goal in spreading the snitch rumor in 
the first place. Robideau, who was ac- 
quitted on the grounds of self-defense 
in the same shoot- 
out that saw Peltier 
convicted, has said, 
"I personally will be 
overjoyed when the 
Canadian courts rule 
to return Graham back 
to the US to answer for 
this brutal murder." 

At first, this was 
not what AIM mem- 
bers believed. When 
Graham was origi- 
nally arrested, Leon- 
ard Peltier wrote, "I 
fear that Graham will 
not receive a fair trial 
in the US any more 
than I did. I must re- 
mind you, it is court 
record that the FBI lied to extradite 
me back to the US." 

True enough. But here's what Ro- 
bideau, the international spokes- 
man for Peltier's defense, wrote on 
February 2, 2005: 

"There is compelling evidence that 
has recently come to our attention 
regarding Graham that compels Pel- 
tier to disassociate himself and the 
Leonard Peltier Defense Committee 
from Graham and the John Graham 
Defense Committee. 



John Tmdell speaks with news media representatives in 1969, regarding 
negotiations with the federal government for title to Alcatraz Island. 
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John Trudell poses in a recent photo. 


"We have notified the Graham Com- 
mittee of our decision, and we have also 
communicated — three times — our de- 
mand that the Graham Defense Com- 
mittee remove all of Leonard's support 
letters, expressions... and support web- 
sites from their official website. 

"Thus far, they have yet to comply 
with our requests. Peltier wants to 
make it very clear that he wants jus- 
tice to run its course and... that he 
had no involvement in this matter 
and hence cannot associate himself 
with those alleged to have committed 
this crime against Indian people." 

All of these AIM leaders agree on 
who did it and call for justice. Yet, 
distrust abounds on all sides, even 
among these former allies who agree 
on the major facts of the case. Such 
is the paralyzing effect of accusation 
and infiltration (just look at the re- 
cent arson arrests). 

They may all agree, but it is Trudell 
who receives the brunt of the article's 
wrath. You'd think that fairness — espe- 
cially toward an activist of this note — 
would demand that Trudell be notified 
and given a chance to respond before 
such accusations went to print. 

Since that never happened, here's 
my take: Trudell has testified twice on 
Pictou-Aquash's murder. In the Look- 
ing Cloud trial, he said, "Looking 
Cloud told me that he, Clark and Gra- 
ham did, in fact, take Pictou-Aquash 
from Troy Lynn's house to Rapid City, 
South Dakota. And when they were 
in Rapid City, Pictou-Aquash was kept 
in an empty apartment that belonged 
to Thelma Rios.... But it seems to me, 
from my conversation with Looking 
Cloud, that Pictou-Aquash was never 


in Rapid City for more than a couple 
of days at the very most.... She was 
taken from Rapid City by Looking 
Cloud, Graham and Clark to a house 
in Rosebud, South Dakota.... And ac- 
cording to Looking Cloud, Clark and 
Graham went inside this house, and 
they were in there for a period of 
time, and they came back out, and 
they got in the car. And then they 
went and drove to the spot where Pic- 
tou-Aquash was killed. And Graham 
and Looking Cloud walked her out 
to a spot and made her kneel down. 
He said she was on her knees, and 
she was praying and talking about 
her children, and she didn't want to 
die. And then Graham shot her in the 
back of the head." 

Trudell hasn't changed his story once 
in 30 years. He knew the truth then, 
and he knows it now. He awaits long- 
overdue justice for Pictou-Aquash. It 
is only with the extradition and trial 
of Graham that we'll finally get to the 
bottom of this. 


The EF! Journal should be promot- 
ing this outcome and working to 
help solve this horrific, movement- 
destroying murder of an activist. 
What the EF! Journal should not be 
doing is muddying the waters. 

It's one thing to note that virtually 
no activist can get a fair trial, particu- 
larly an AIM member. It's another 
thing entirely to posit that someone 
should get away with murder because 
of potential — or even probable — pros- 
ecutorial misconduct. 

And it's beyond belief to attack a 
guy like John Trudell, who has done 
so much through the years. Go to 
his website, watch the documentary 
about him and then decide for your- 
self who is credible here. It's a matter 
of justice. 

For more information, visit 
www.johntrudell.com. 

Michael Donnelly has been active in 
environmental issues for decades, includ- 
ing numerous preservation efforts in the 
Northwest and in Michigan. 


The Greatest Weapon: Comandanta Ramona 


Comandanta Ramona, a well-known and beloved Zap- 
atista, died on the morning of January 6, after a 10-year 
struggle with kidney cancer. She was a symbol of both 
indigenous and women's struggles, and she was called 
the Zapatista Army of National Liberation's "greatest 
weapon." She was 46 years old. 

Andrew Kennis of the Narco News Bulletin writes: 

"Ramona was a petite, soft-spoken woman charged 
with significant responsibilities, such as having been 
entrusted with the military leadership in San Cristobal 
during the uprising in 1994. In February of that year 
and after the Zapatistas called a cease-fire to the 12- 
day-long uprising in response to mass peace marches, 


Ramona was the first Zapatista representative to speak 
during peace talks with the government. The govern- 
ment conceded to Ramona, and she went on to rep- 
resent the Zapatistas, speaking in front of 100,000 
supporters in Mexico City's Zocalo during the impor- 
tant nationwide indigenous gathering." 

After a two-day suspension to attend the funeral for 
Ramona, the Zapatistas resumed "The Other Campaign." 
This six-month tour of Mexico's 31 states has become a 
significant voice for the 60 million struggling Indians in 
Latin America. The Zapatistas are traveling the country 
to listen to people where they work, where they're ex- 
ploited and where they suffer racism. 


pliotn courtesy Mill Valley Film Festival 



A "there is a light that never goes out" wolf to 
Morrissey for publicly supporting animal liberation ac- 
tions against animal abusers. Most famous as the vocalist 
for English pop band The Smiths, Morrissey has long sup- 
ported People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals. 

In an online question and answer session on January 
4, Morrissey stated: "I support the efforts of the Animal 
Rights Militia (ARM) in England, and I understand why 
fur farmers and so-called laboratory scientists are repaid 
with violence. It is because they deal in violence them- 
selves, and it's the only language they understand — the 
same principles that apply to war. 

"You reach a point where you cannot reason with peo- 
ple. This is why ARM and the hunt saboteurs exist. They 
are usually very intelligent people who are .forced to act 
because the law is shameful or amoral." 


A Scandinavian, greenwashing, arms-dealing 
poodle to Sweden's Royal Institute of Technology 

for suggesting that making grenades out of plastic instead 
of conventional copper would lessen their environmen- 
tal impact. 

The scientists point to the destructiveness of copper 
mining and the fact that exploded munitions cannot be 
recycled as reasons why plastic grenades would be greener. 

Indeed, a world where armies use oil-based plastic gre- 
nades to murder each other in order to secure the petro- 
leum reserves needed to produce more oil-based plastic 
grenades is a truly inspiring vision of sustainability. 

An if you want it done right, do it yourself poo- 
dle to Joshua Frank for his Counterpunch article urging 
Tre Arrow and other Earth liberation prisoners to admit 
the actions they have been accused of. 

Frank explains that by refusing to 
incriminate himself, Tre has 
turned his back on the spirit 
of Ed Abbey and Henry 
David Thoreau. 

"Tre could have been a 
martyr, defending such ac- 
tions as a just retaliation 
• • to the destruction of 
nature. He could 
have told us all 
why he did what 
he did. 

"Let's just hope 
one of the 11 activ- 
ists recently named 
in the eco-sabo- 
tage ring do just 
such a thing. 
Then maybe, just 
maybe, I'd be willing to believe militant 
environmentalism isn't yet dead." 


Wolves and Poodles 


A blue-collar, coalition-building, industrial- 
walkout wolf to the New Zealand Maritime Union 

for refusing to work on any Japanese whaling ship that 
visits a New Zealand port. In a January 12 press re- 
lease, Maritime Union General Secretary Trevor Han- 
son also voiced support for Greenpeace and the Sea 
Shepherd Conservation Society. 

The union, which formed in 2002, sees the fight to end 
illegal Japanese whaling in the Southern Ocean as related 
to labor issues. "In many cases, the exploitation of the 
maritime environment goes hand-in-hand with the mis- 
treatment of maritime workers, but because it is out of 
sight, out of mind off the coast, it is easy to ignore," Han- 
son stated. 



A scurrying, vengeance-craving, kamikaze wolf to 
the mouse that burned down its killer's house in January. 
Luciano Mares, who spoke from a motel room, said that 
he caught the mouse indoors and wanted to dispose of 
it, so he dropped it into a pile of burning 
leaves. But the mouse would not 
accept death without 
revenge. The flaming 
mouse returned to 
the house and set 
it ablaze. True to 
Animal Libera- 
tion Front (ALF) 
principles, no 
one was hurt, 
but everything 
was destroyed. 

I A cheese-smeared 
ALF communique 
has yet to be found. 



A lame, opportunistic. Earth-liberation-poseur 
poodle to Michael T. MacMurdo and John Hanna. 

MacMurdo spray-painted a dozen cars and two buildings 
at Gold Motors in Newport, Oregon, after the car dealer- 
ship refused to sell him a car. MacMurdo later called two 
Portland television stations and claimed that he was affili- 
ated with the Earth Liberation Front (ELF). 

Hanna — the only known member of the Environmental 
Life Force, the first direct-action group to use the ELF acro- 
nym — critiqued the Earth Liberation Front recently in the 
Auburn Journal. 

"There is indeed a legitimate place for civil disobedience 
within the environmental movement," he said. "However, 
the tactics employed by the original ELF and today's incar- 
nation are terrorism. It accomplishes nothing positive." 

Hanna spent five years in jail for the manufacture and 
detonation of homemade napalm bombs, which were 
placed on seven crop-dusters at the Salinas, California, 
airport on May 1, 1977. 
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He's Working on 



by Stu Sugarman 
Dear EF! Lawyer, 

I was pleasantly surprised to see that captured fugitives Tre Ar- 
row and Peter Young have not been charged with evading arrest, 
but I don't understand why the state would pass up a chance to 
pile on more charges. Under what circumstances can fugitives 
expect to face extra charges for fleeing from "justice?" 

— Rooting for the Underground 


Dear Rooting, 

You just might find yourself pleasantly surprised again 
and again in the future, because it is not a crime to fail to 
be arrested. You see, it is law enforcement's responsibility 
to find someone, and to either issue a citation to appear in 
court or arrest them. It is not your responsibility to turn 
yourself in. Of course, if you know you have been charged 
with a crime, you might choose to voluntarily appear to 
face the charges, but that is your decision. Sometimes peo- 
ple "turn themselves in" because they know doing so will 
greatly improve their chances of being let out of custody 
before trial. Others do not trust the Man as far as they can 
throw him and might decide to go on an extended vaca- 
tion overseas, preferably in a country that has not signed 
an extradition treaty with the US — such as the tropical 
South Pacific island nation of Vanuatu. 

I refuse to use the word "fugitive" to describe Tre, for 
example, because it just isn't true. If someone does not 
know he's being prosecuted, how can he be a fugitive? 
Also, "fugitive" is a subjective word of the Man, painting 
the hero as desperate, potentially violent and literally run- 
ning. We must think critically about the words they use 
against us so casually. 

Once police or federal agents arrest or cite someone, 
however, they give the defendant a court date, and the 
defendant is required to appear. If the person does not 
appear when required, the defendant could be cited for 
"failure to appear" in court. Failure to appear is not as se- 
rious as the arson charges Tre faces or the Animal Enter- 
prise Protection Act charges that Peter faced. Experienced 
prosecutors know that they are more effective when they 
charge defendants with only the most important charges 
and not with every possible charge. 

Of course, letting Johnny Law search for you for years will 
carry consequences that both Tre and Peter have experi- 
enced. When you don't turn yourself in, judges tend to think 
that you would not show up in court if you were released, so 
courts tend to hold the defendant in jail before the person's 
charges are dealt with. Tre and Peter have both been held in 
custody since their arrests, at least partially for this reason. 


Dear EF! Lawyer, 

In a recent column, you referred to the new crime of "domestic 
terrorism" established by the USA PATRIOT Act. In which cases 
might a direct action qualify as "terrorism, " and what are the 
potential consequences of such a conviction ? 

— The Midnight Monkeywrencher 



Dear Midnight, 

I really like this question because no one knows the answer 
for sure. Technically, though, a person commits "domestic 
terrorism" — which was created by the USA PATRIOT Act — if 
they commit a crime in the US that endangers human life 
and appears to be intended either to: intimidate or coerce a 
civilian population; influence the policy of a government by 
intimidation or coercion; or affect the conduct of a govern- 
ment by mass destruction, assassination or kidnapping. 

I see "domestic terrorism" as not really a separate crime per 
se, but as a "sentence enhancement factor." If someone is ac- 
cused, for example, of committing arson, the person could 
face a maximum of 20 years in prison. However, if a jury be- 
lieves the arson was an act of "domestic terrorism," the person 
could face the "terrorism enhancement" of life in prison. 

Activists accused of Earth Liberation Front (ELF) or Ani- 
mal Liberation Front-related heroism are certainly targets of 
these "terrorism enhancements," 
but it would be tough for the 
government to prove that 
any ELF action endangered 
human life when such great 
pains are taken to ensure 
no one is hurt. 


Do you have a legal question? Contact Stu Sugarman, c/o Walker, Warren and Watkins, 838 SW 1st Ave, Ste 500, 
Portland, OR 97204; quixote5l6@yahoo.com. Please write "Dear EF! Lawyer" in the subject line. 
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Prisoners in the Struggle: Support Them! 



The following list is a small sample of the total number of political prisoners and prisoner 
support groups worldwide. Regulations for mail sent to prisoners vary according to individual 
prisons. Before sending monetary donations, stamps, books or packages, ask prisoners what 
the regidations are. Assume that the authorities read everything that you write to a prisoner. 
Although many prisoners are listed together, they must be written to separately. The EF! 
Journal offers discounted subscriptions for prisoners. Please contact us for more information. 


Prisoner and Legal Updates 

•Felipe Arreaga Sanchez, a Mexican en- 
vironmental activist, was released from 
prison on September 15, after the mur- 
der charges against him were dropped. 

•Joshua Demmitt is being transferred 
to another prison. As of print time, his 
address is unknown. Demmitt will no 
longer have access to the early release 
program that he had been involved 
in. He is now hoping to be released 
in January 2007. Demmitt is serving 
2.5 years for an Animal Liberation 
Front (ALF) arson on an animal test- 
ing facility. For more information, visit 
www.supportjosh.org. 

•Harjit Singh Gill, who served six 
months in a halfway house for lying to 
a grand jury, has been released. 

•Francesco Gioia, Via Maiano, 10, 
06049 Spoleto, Italy. Gioia, a member of 
the Italian eco-anarchist group II Silvestre, 
has been extradited from Spain to Italy to 
stand trial for allegedly participating in 
direct action, promoting sabotage and es- 
caping house arrest. 

•Jan Lawrence, who was sentenced in 
November to eight months for sending 
threatening letters to people associated 
with Huntingdon Life Sciences (HLS), 
has been released from prison. She con- 
tinues to be monitored electronically. 

•Ryan Lewis has been released on bail 
while he awaits sentencing. In October, 
Lewis pleaded guilty to one count of ar- 
son and two counts of attempted arson 


in relation to a series of Earth Liberation 
Front (ELF) actions against urban sprawl. 
He is expected to be sentenced to six 
years in prison. 

•Aaron Linas, #38448-083, CCM Ra- 
leigh Community Corrections Office, 
Old NC 75 Hwy, Butner, NC 27509, 
USA. Linas has been moved to the above 
address. Serving 3.5 years for a series of 
ELF actions aimed against a number of 
targets including McDonald's, Burger 
King, urban sprawl, the construction 
industry and an SUV dealership. 

•Christopher "Dirt" McIntosh is being 
transferred to another prison. As of print 
time, his address is unknown. McIntosh 
is serving eight years for a joint ALF/ELF 
arson at a McDonald's. For more infor- 
mation, visit www.supportchris.org. 

•Heather Nicholson, NR7271, HMP 
Bronzefield, Woodthorpe Rd, Ashford, 
Middlesex TW15 3JZ, England. Prosecu- 
tors have filed new charges against Nich- 
olson, who was already awaiting trial 
for using abusive words and behavior 
toward a fox hunter. Nicholson's sup- 
porters point out that fox hunting is il- 
legal in Britain, and therefore the police 
should be arresting the hunters instead. 

•Peter Daniel Young, #10269-111, FCI 
Vitorville Medium II, Federal Correction 
Institution, POB 5700, Adelanto, CA 
92301, USA. Young has been transferred 
to the above address, where he was put 
"in the hole" indefinitely for refusing 
to wear prison-issue leather boots. He is 


serving two years for releasing mink and 
foxes from six different fur farms. Young 
is also facing state charges in South Da- 
kota: third-degree burglary, intentional 
damage to property and animal enter- 
prise trespass. For more information, visit 
www. supportpeter.com. 

Awaiting Trial or Sentencing 

•Jon Ablewhite, TB4885, John Smith, 
TB4887, and Kerry Whitburn, TB4886, 
HMP Birmingham, Winson Green Rd, 
Birmingham B18 4AS, England. Await- 
ing trial for allegedly attempting to 
blackmail a farmer who supplied guinea 
pigs for vivisection. 

•Tre Arrow, CS#05850722, Vancou- 
ver Island Regional Correction Center, 
4216 Wilkinson Rd, Victoria, BC V8Z 
5B2, Canada. Appealing extradition to 
the US to stand trial for alleged involve- 
ment in the arson of logging trucks and 
an ELF arson of vehicles owned by a 
sand and gravel company. For more in- 
formation, visit www.trearrow.org. 

•Manase Furima and Matius Nasira, 
Lembaga Pemasyarakatan Manokwari, J1 
Sabang No 4, Manokwari, Papua, Indo- 
nesia. Awaiting trial for taking part in a 
road blockade to prevent illegal logging. 

•Amanda Cerezo Garcia, CP Alicante 
II, Ctra. N-330, km 66, 03400, Villena, 
Spain. Awaiting trial for allegedly burn- 
ing a road-construction vehicle. She is 
also accused of sending a letter bomb to 
a neo-Nazi politician. 

Animal Liberation 

•Dave Blenkinsop, EM7899, HMP Rye 
Hill, Onley, Warwickshire CV23 8AN, 
England. Serving 10 years for attacking 
the managing director of HLS, liberating 
600 guinea pigs and planting incendiary 
devices under slaughterhouse vehicles. 

•Sarah Gisborne, LT5393, HMP 
Cookham Wood, Rochester, Kent ME1 
3LU, England. Serving 5.5 years for con- 
spiracy to cause criminal damage to ve- 
hicles owned by people linked to HLS. 

•Mikael, c/o DBF SG, Box 919, 114 
79 Stockholm, Sweden. Serving eight 
months for smashing all the windows at 
a fur farmer's house and then throwing 
red paint and a fire extinguisher inside, 
as well as for defending himself from at- 
tack by a group of fur farmers. 

Ecodefense 

•Marco Camenisch, Postfach 3143, 
CH-8105 Regensdorf, Switzerland. Serv- 
ing 27 years for using explosives to target 



nuclear facility power lines and for the 
alleged murder of a Swiss border guard. 
Camenisch reads French, German, Span- 
ish and Italian fluently. He can also read 
some English. 

•Ibai Ederra, Carcel de Pamplona, C/ 
San Roque Apdo 250, 31080-Irunez Pam- 
plona, Navarra, Spain. Serving nearly five 
years for sabotaging machinery at the 
controversial Itoiz dam construction site. 

•Jeffrey "Free" Luers, #13797671, OSP, 
2605 State St, Salem, OR 97310, USA. 
Serving 22 years and eight months for 
arson at a car dealership and for the at- 
tempted arson of an oil truck. 

•John Wade, #38548-083, FCI Peters- 
burg Low, Satellite Camp, POB 90027, 
Petersburg, VA 23804, USA. Serving three 
years for a series of ELF actions against a 
number of targets including McDonald's, 
Burger King, urban sprawl, the construc- 
tion industry and an SUV dealership. 

•Helen Woodson, #03231-045, FMC 
Carswell Admin Max Unit, POB 27137, 
Ft. Worth, TX 76127, USA. Serving eight 
years and 10 months for violating her 
parole by dumping a cup of red paint 
over the security apparatus of a federal 
court and making warnings ("threats") of 
weapons of mass destmction. In March 
2004, Woodson completed 20 years for 
disarming a Minuteman II missile silo 
with a jackhammer, mailing warning let- 
ters to officials with bullets inside, rob- 
bing a bank and burning the money. 

Indigenous Resistance 

•Byron "Oso Blanco" Chubbuck®, 
#07909-051, USP Beaumont, POB 26030, 
Beaumont, Texas, North America. Serv- 
ing 80 years for aggravated assault on 
federal agents, escape and bank robbery. 
Chubbuck tunneled money that he stole 
from banks to the Zapatista National 
Liberation Army in Chiapas, Mexico. 

•Leonard Peltier, #89637-132, USP 
Lewisburg, POB 1000, Lewisburg, PA 
17837, USA. Peltier, an American Indi- 
an Movement activist, is serving life in 
prison after being framed for the deaths 
of two FBI agents killed during the 1975 
Pine Ridge siege. 

Lecce 5 

The Lecce 5 are awaiting trial, accused of 
damaging gas pumps in opposition to the 
war on Iraq, targeting Benetton in support 
of the Mapuche and damaging an ATM at 
a bank with links to an immigrant-deten- 
tion facility. 

•Annalisa Capone, Marina Ferrari and 
Cristian Paladini are free on bail. 

•Saverio Pellegrino, Via Prati Nuovi 7, 
CAP 27058, Voghera (Pavia), Italy. 

•Salvatore Signore, Casa Circondariale 


di Sulmona, Via Lamaccio 21, 67039 Sul- 
mona (AQ), Italy. 

Mapuche 

The indigenous Mapuche people in Chile 
are fighting to defend their forests from 
multinational companies. 

•Aniceto Norin Catriman and Pascual 
Pichun Paillalao, Carcel de Traiguen — 
Coronel Gregorio Urrutia N° 129, Trai- 
guen, IX Region, Chile. Mapuche lonkos 
(chiefs) serving five years for intimida- 
tion and "terrorist arson." 

•Victor Ancalaf Llaupe, Complejo 
Penitenciario El Manzano Concep- 
cion— Direccion, Camino a Penco N° 
450 Casilla 70, Chile. Mapuche leader 
serving five years for "terrorist arson." 

•Jaime Huenchullan Cayul, Juan Carlos 
Huenulao Tricauko, Florencio Jaime Mar- 
ileo Saravia, Jose Patricio Marileo Saravia, 
Jose Nain Curamil and Patricia Troncoso 
Robles, Centro Detencion Penitenciaria 
Pedro Aguirre — Cerda N° 80 y Los Con- 
fines s/n°, Angol, IX Region, Chile. Huen- 
chullan is awaiting trial, accused of theft 
and intimidation. Huenulao is awaiting 
trial, accused of "terrorist arson." Trocon- 
so and the Marileos are serving 10 years 
for "terrorist arson." Nain, a Mapuche 
leader, is serving five years for arson. 

MOVE 

The MOVE 9, members of an eco-revolu- 
tionary group, were framed for the murder of 
a cop and sentenced to 30 to 100 years each. 

•Debbie Simms Africa, #006307, Janet 
Holloway Africa, #006308, and Janine 
Philips Africa, #006309, SCI Cambridge 
Springs, 451 Fullerton Ave, Cambridge 
Springs, PA 16403-1238, USA. 

•Michael Davis Africa, #AM4973, 
and Charles Simms Africa, #AM4975, 
SCI Grateford, POB 244, Grateford, PA 
19426-0244, USA. 

•Edward Goodman Africa, #AM4974, 
SCI Mahanoy, 301 Morea Rd, Frackville, 
PA 17931, USA. 

•William Philips Africa, #AM4984, and 
Delbert Orr Africa, #AM4985, SCI Dallas, 
Drawer K, Dallas, PA 18612, USA. 

•Mumia Abu-Jamal, #AM8335, SCI 
Greene, 175 Progress Dr, Waynesburg, 
PA 15370, USA. Abu-Jamal, a politically 
active journalist, was framed for the 
murder of a cop in 1981. 

Political Prisoners 

•Robert "Rob los Ricos" Thaxton, 
#12112716, MCCF, 4005 Aumsville 
Hwy, Salem, OR 97301, USA. Serving a 
seven-year mandatory minimum sen- 
tence for throwing a rock at a cop at a 
1999 Reclaim the Streets action in 
Eugene, Oregon. 


•Fran Thompson, #1090915 HU 1C, 
WERDCC, POB 300, Vandalia, MO 
63382-0300, USA. Before she was given a 
life sentence in the early 1990s for shoot- 
ing a stalker in self defense, Thompson 
was active in animal rights and environ- 
mental campaigns. 

Vieques 

Actions taken during a May 2003 celebra- 
tion of the end of US military maneuvers on 
Vieques, Puerto Rico, led to the conviction 
of several activists for conspiracy to destroy 
federal property. 

•Jose Perez Gonzalez, #21519-069, Fed- 
eral Prison Camp, POB 725, Edgefield, SC 
29824-0725, USA. Serving five years. 

•Jose Velez Acosta, #23883-069, Federal 
Correctional Complex, US Penitentiary, 
POB 1033, Coleman, FL 33521-1033, USA. 
Serving two years and nine months. 

Prisoner Support Groups 

•Earth Liberation Prisoners Support 
Network, www.spiritoffreedom.org.uk. 

• North American Earth Libera- 
tion Prisoners Support Network, 
www.ecoprisoners.org. 
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Now Booking! 

Dismantling Monoculture: Tales of Ants 
and Economics in the Americas 
March- August • US and Southern Canada 

In March, the Beehive Design Collective will take to the 
road for a grand, six-month tour with their now-complete 
graphic trilogy about globalization in the Americas. The 
tour will mark the long-anticipated debut of the trilogy's 
final installment, "Mesoamerica Resiste" — their most am- 
bitious and elaborate illustration yet. It's a picture-lecture 
to be understood by anyone — not just the experts and po- 
litical analysts. 

The Beehive Collective is a wildly motivated, all-volun- 
teer, art-activist collective that has gained international 
attention for and participation in its collaboratively pro- 
duced graphics campaigns. 

With three giant, illustrated, portable murals, a six-foot- 
tall fabric storybook and an engaging narrative, the Bees 
will take audiences on an interactive visual tour of the 
connections between colonization, militarization and re- 
source extraction in the Americas. They will be exposing 
the agendas of the Free Trade Area of the Americas, Plan 
Colombia and Plan Puebla Panama, as well as building 
international resistance to the forces of globalization. 

Join in as they deconstruct the complex and overwhelm- 
ing issues that are shaping our world by using depictions 
of native animals and insects as metaphors to link cultural 
and ecological diversity. 

The Bees are still booking a flight path for the next 
several months and are looking to arrange more visits 
to schools, organizations and events. They have flexible 
speaker fees, and funds generated from the tour will be 
used to support free presentations and poster distribution 
in Mexico and Central America, as well as the printing of 
the "Mesoamerica Resiste" poster. 

It's not too late to bring them to your town! 

For more information, contact the Beehive Design Col- 
lective, 3 Elm St, Machias, ME 04654; (909) 331-8529; 
bees@beehivecollective.org; www.beehivecollective.org. 


Now Recruiting! 

Build an Environmental Education Park 
with the Rhizome Collective 
Spring- Fall • Austin, Texas 

In 2004, the Rhizome Collective was donated a 10-acre 
parcel adjacent to 300 acres of urban parkland in Austin, 
Texas. Categorized as a brownfield, the site was covered 
in a two-acre, 30-foot-high wall of illegally dumped de- 
bris. The Rhizome Collective received a cleanup grant 
from the Environmental Protection Agency, and the 
majority of the debris has since been removed, reused 
or recycled. 

Are you interested in being a part of this exciting, ongo- 
ing project to design and create an ecological justice park 
on this land? You must be able to make at least a six-month 
initial commitment. Willingness to stay through the Sum- 
mer is a big plus. The Rhizome Collective is particularly 
interested in recruiting women, people of color, Spanish 
speakers, artists, permaculturists, educators, organizers, 
people with carpentry, administrative or accounting skills, 
or an interest in learning them, and all those interested in 
collective living, radical community organizing and de- 
veloping sustainable urban systems. 

Rhizome Collective members strive to create egalitarian 
social systems and foster honest, effective communication 
with each other, while working to undermine all forms 
of social oppression. Thus, they require that applicants 
be committed to the oversight and management of the 
Rhizome Collective, to establishing a truly ecologically 
sustainable culture and community, and to equal partici- 
pation in consensus decision-making and shared respon- 
sibility in determining the project's future. Residents will 
also be required to pay $200 a month in rent and work 1 1 
hours per week. 

The Rhizome Collective is currently processing applica- 
tions, so the sooner you apply, the more likely you will be 
to get one of the available spaces. 

For more information, contact the Rhizome Collective, 300 
Allen St, Austin, TX 78702; www.rhizomecollective.org. 
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Call for Submissions! 

Sixth Annual Chicago Anarchist Film Fest 

Spread the word! Organizers of the Chicago Anarchist 
Film Fest are looking for films by or about anarchists. The 
precise location and date of the fest'val have yet to be de- 
termined, but it will be held in the first week of May. An 
anarchist art show is also being planned for May Day. The 
deadline for submissions is April 1. 

Please send a non-returnable copy of your submission to 
Chicago Anarchist Film Fest, c/o Midwest Books to Prison- 
ers, 1573 N Milwaukee #460, Chicago, IL 60622. 

Volunteers Needed! 

Black Mesa Indigenous Support and Spring Caravan 

Black Mesa Indigenous Support (BMIS) is seeking volun- 
teers to help support the remaining indigenous Dine who 
are resisting forced removal or who are making alternative 
efforts to remain on their ancestral lands on Big Moun- 
tain and in the surrounding communities of Black Mesa. 
Volunteers can give comfort and peace to these traditional 
elders by honoring them, herding sheep, organizing work 
crews to go to home sites or providing other essential 
skills in holistic therapy and renewable energy technolo- 
gies. Come as an organized work crew for a few days, or 
stay for a month or longer. 

BMIS is also organizing a Spring caravan, which will 
travel from the San Francisco Bay area (and possibly the 
Pacific Northwest) to Black Mesa in April or May, bring- 
ing needed supplies, skills and support to the community. 
Carpenters, gardeners, mechanics, sheepherders, and ho- 
listic health care and permaculture practitioners are espe- 
cially encouraged to participate. 

However, this is not a conventional "volunteer trip." 
Participants are not charity providers, and it is imperative 
that they not view themselves as such. While their assis- 
tance will be appreciated, the opportunity to learn from 
traditional elders is an honor and a privilege that few will 
ever know. 

For more information, contact blackmesais@riseup.net. 




Northeast Regional EF! Rendezvous 
April 28-May 1 • Maine 

Maine Earth First! is issuing a call to environmental activ- 
ists from New England and neighboring states and prov- 
inces to join them on the coast of Maine for a weekend of 
eco-resistance, community building and networking. 

Those who attend will learn more about Maine EF!'s 
campaigns against Plum Creek’s massive development 
plan for the North Woods, as well as a number of propos- 
als for liquid gas terminals and toxic waste incinerators. 
Attendees will also get a chance to participate in these 
campaigns. 

The site for the Rendezvous is Sears Island (Wassum- 
keag), the largest undeveloped island on the East Coast. It 
is a living tribute to a decade-old Maine EF! victory against 
industrial destruction. Connected to the mainland by a 
causeway, Sears Island is located off Route 1, just north of 
the town of Searsport. Due to the state's continued inter- 
est in developing the island, overnight camping is techni- 
cally illegal. Rest assured, Maine EF! anticipates a low-risk 
scenario and has a creative strategy for whatever encoun- 
ters may arise, including safe places to park cars and a con- 
tingency plan, if needed. 

For more information, contact maineef@yahoo.com. 

Call for Workshops! 

Twenty-Sixth Annual Round River Rendezvous 

Katuah Earth First! is looking for people interested in 
organizing workshops for this year's Round River Rendez- 
vous in the mountains of southern Appalachia (most like- 
ly southeastern Kentucky or southwestern Virginia). They 
would also like to hear from musicians and other perfor- 
mance-oriented folks who might be interested in provid- 
ing a little entertainment. And brewers, start your carboys 
cuz there will be a homebrew taste-off too! 

For more information, contact Katuah EF!, POB 1485, 
Asheville, NC 28802; katuahef@wildmail.com. 


March-April 2006 Earth First! Page 43 





No longer 


Name 

Address 

City, State, Zip+4 


.Country . 


Q $500 Lifetime Subscription q $40 Surface Mail, International 

O 525 Regular Rate ($22 low income) Q $40 Air Mail, Canada or Mexico 
O 540 First Class Q $50 Air Mail, International 

O 540 Anonymous Envelope (US $, no foreign checks) 

Q $75 Corporate or Law Enforcement Rate j DONATION 

O Send me a free Keep It Wild EF! music compilation with my subscription 


Subscribe to the Earth First! Journal ...the radical environmental 


nal 


jou 


In dozens of news articles detailing 
numerous underground actions in North 
America, comment has been unavailable 
to counter the interests of the animal 
abusers, who have spoken largely 
unopposed. 


secure online ordering * 
fast stripping a 

books, zincs. CDs. DVDs, posters, gear, and more 
new titles weekly * 
independent as tuck * 


NAALPO members are not 
“spokespersons" for the animal liberation 
movement, but rather a growing group of 
tested, well-spoken professionals and 
activists who provide the media with 
information regarding actions by the 
underground, along with explanations of 
their ideology and philosophy 
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mfoshopncw.com 
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For more information, 
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NORTH AMERICAN 
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Also bike stickers, buttons, zines and more. 
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WPh: (818) 932-9997 Fax: (818) 932-9998 
www.AnimalLibPress.org 
animallibpress@yahoo.com 
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Lenox Dale, MA 01242 
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KA TUAH MEDICS PRESENTS 


A COURSE FOR ACTIVISTS 


APRIL 1-12, 2006 
WESTERN NORTH CAROLINA 

A 12-day training course including a 
1-day Wilderness first Responder 
course plus additional days of herbal 
first aid and protest medicine 


Register Online 
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katuah medics @riseup. net 
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Want to Be on 
Our Collective? 

The Earth First! Journal, located in Tucson, 
Arizona, currently has an opening for a new 
member of our editorial staff. It could be you. Being 
a part of the Journal is full of rewards — working on 
a consensus basis with a tight collective among 
a supportive community to publish a magazine 
essential to the radical environmental movement. 
Our new long-term editor ideally will have 
publishing experience, be personally compatible 
with existing staff, have pounds of patience, be 
computer literate, have excellent editing skills, 
have a sense of humor and be able to commit to 
at least a year and a half. As a collective, all of 
the work is shared, so a motivated, hard-working 
individual is required! 

We also welcome people with a variety of talents 
and activist experience to come and work for one 
issue of the Journal as a “short-term” editor. This 
adds to the diversity of voices and energy in the 
magazine. The waiting list can be long (up to a 
year), but it also depends on how flexible your 
schedule is and when you will be available. 

To apply, send your resume with a letter of interest 
to the Earth First! Journal, POB 3023, Tucson, AZ 
85702. Please forward a writing sample, activist 
history and the names of some EF! activists who 
can vouch for you. For more details, contact: 


( 520 ) 620-6900 

collective@earthfirstjournal.org 
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EARTH FIRST! 
DIRECTORY 


ARIZONA 
Catalyst Infoshop 

109 N McCormick St, Prescott, AZ 86301 

(928) 443-8525; info@catalystinfoshop.org 

Chuk'shon EF! 

sabthebastards@hotmail.com 

Flagstaff Activist Network 

POB 911, Flagstaff, AZ 86002 

(928) 213-9507; info@flagstaffactivist.org 

Phoenix EF! 

phoenixef@excite.com 

Tucson EF! 

az_earth_first@hotmail.com 

CALIFORNIA 

ACT UP SF! 

1884 Market St, San Francisco, CA 94102 
(415) 864-6686; actupsf@hotmail.com 
Direct Action Fund 
POB 210, Canyon, CA 94516 
Free Mind Media 

546 Pacific Ave, Santa Rosa, CA 95404 

info@freemindmedia.org 

Long Haul Infoshop 

3124 Shattuck Ave, Berkeley, CA 94705 


(510) 540-0751; slingshot@tao.ca 
North Coast EF! 

POB 28, Areata, CA 95518 

(707) 825-6598; shunka_2004@yahoo.com 

Santa Cruz EF! 

POB 344, Santa Cruz, CA 95061 

cruzef@cruzio.com 

Sierra Nevada EF! 

collective@sierranevadaearthfirst.org 

smartMeme Strategy & Training Project 

2940 16th St #216, San Francisco, CA 94103 

info@smartmeme.com 

COLORADO 

DIY Traveler's Inn 

(303) 554-0923; pathogenusa@ecomail.org 

Wilderness Study Group 

University of Colorado, Campus Box 207, 

Boulder, CO 80309 

wsg@colorado.edu 

CONNECTICUT 

Environmental Library Fund 

25 Newtown Turnpike, Weston, CT 06883 

(203) 227-2065; remyc@prodigy.net 

FLORIDA 


Jeaga EF! 

(561) 547-6686; jeagaearthfirst@riseup.net 
INDIANA 

Boxcar Books St Community Center 
310A S Washington St, Bloomington, 

IN 47401 

(812) 323-7328; boxcar@boxcarbooks.org 
Roadblock EF! 
roadblockef@yahoo.com 
KANSAS 

Solidarity! Radical Library 

1119 Massachusetts St, Lawrence, KS 66044 

(785) 865-1374 

MAINE 

Foglight Distribution 

POB 1582, Portland, ME 04104 
Maine EF! 

POB 917, Belfast, ME 04915 

maineef@yahoo.com 

People’s Free Space 

peoplesfreespace@riseup .net 

MASSACHUSETTS 

Mass Direct Action 

POB 484, Somerset, MA 02726 

massdirectaction@riseup.net 

MICHIGAN 

Massasauga EF! 

POB 44173, Detroit, MI 48244 
MINNESOTA 
Church of Deep Ecology 
POB 16075, St Paul, MN 55116 
(800) 862-7031; 

contact@churchofdeepecology.org 

Forest Ecosystems Action Group 

2441 Lyndale Ave S, Minneapolis, MN 55405 

paarise@mtn.org 

MISSOURI 

Confluence/Communities Arts and 
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Media Project 

POB 63232, St Louis, MO 63163 

mberry@riseup.net 

MONTANA 

Buffalo Field Campaign 

POB 957, West Yellowstone, MT 59758 
(406) 646-0070; buffalo@wildrockies.org 
Wild Rockies EF! 

(406) 961-0171; odinswyrd@yahoo.com . 
NEBRASKA 

Environmental Resource Center 

(308) 432-3458; buffalobruce@panhandle.net 

NEW YORK 

Central New York EF! 

POB 37044, Syracuse, NY 13235 
Project Harmony 
216 W 122 St, New York, NY 10027 
(212) 662-2878; haja216@aol.com 
Activism Center at Wetlands Preserve 
POB 344, New York, NY 10108 
(201) 928-2831; 

activism@wetlands-preserve.org 

NEW 1ERSEY 

Green Vigilance 

46 E Monroe, Mt Holly, NJ 08060 

(609) 265-0392 

South Jersey/Philly EF! 

224 W Glencove Ave, Northfield, NJ 08225 

phillyearthfirst@yahooxom 

NORTH CAROLINA 

Katuah EF!/Roadkill Faction 

POB 1485, Asheville, NC 28802 

Uwharrie EF! 

bison 1 2@wildmail.com 

OHIO 

Comer Books 

108A Dayton St, Yellow Springs, OH 45387 
Hock-Hocking EF! 

23 Elliott St, Athens, OH 45701 


(740) 592-2581; 

info@easternforestdefense.org 

The Wire: A Community Resource Center 

21 Kern St, Athens, OH 45701 

(740) 589-5111; thewire@riseup.net 

OREGON 

Blue Mountains Biodiversity Project 

27803 Williams Ln, Fossil, OR 97830 
Cascadia EF! 

POB 10384, Eugene, OR 97440 

ef@cascadiarising.org 

Cascadia Forest Defenders 

POB 11122, Eugene, OR 97440 

(541) 684-8977; forestdefenders@riseup.net 

Cascadia Rising! Ecodefense 

POB 12583, Portland, OR 97212 

(503) 493-7495; action@cascadiarising.org 

Green Anarchy 

POB 11331, Eugene, OR 97440 

collective@greenanarchy.org 

UO Survival Center 

EMU, Ste 1, UO Campus Center, Eugene, 

OR 97403 
(541) 346-4356 
PENNSYLVANIA 
EF! Philly 

earthfirstphilly@riseup.net 
RHODE ISLAND 
Ocean State EF! 
oceanstate_ef@riseup.net 
TENNESSEE 

Katuah EF!/Tennessee Valley Faction 
POB 281, Chattanooga, TN 37401 
(423) 505-9207; elfensteinll26@yahoo.com 
Nashville EF! 

mjsnashville@hushmail.com 
Three Rivers EF! 

POB 16309, Knoxville, TN 37996 

(865) 633-8483; annebonnylives@yahoo.com 


TEXAS 

Dirty South EF! 

POB 667614, Houston, TX 77266-7614 

dsef@riseup.net 

UTAH 

Wild Wasatch EF! 

8790 W 25800 N, Portage, UT 84331 

(435) 866-2137 

VERMONT 

Save the Corporations from Themselves 

169 Main St, Brattleboro, VT 05301 
(802) 254-4847; larrysvt@hotmail.com 
VIRGINIA 
Shenandoah EF! 

POB 504, Harrisonburg, VA 22803 

risinguphburg@yahoo.com 

WASHINGTON 

The Evergreen State College 

Environmental Resource Center 

2700 Evergreen Pkwy NW, Cab 320, 

Olympia, WA 98505 

(360) 867-6784; erc@riseup.net 

The Last Wizards 

2103 Harrison Ave #2341, Olympia, 

WA 98502 

james@lastwizards.com 

Olympia EF! 

POB 2640, Olympia, WA 98507 

olyef@cascadiarising.org 

Shuksan Direct Action 

sda@riseup.net 

WISCONSIN 

Madison EF!/Infoshop 

1019 Williamson St #B, Madison, WI 53703 

(608) 262-9036 

WYOMING 

Teewinot EF! 

POB 1588, Wilson, WY 83014 

(307) 690-6961; teewinotef@wildrockies.org 


INTERNATIONAL CONTACTS 


A U ST RALI A 

EF! Australia 

POB 161, Norseman, WA, 6443, Australia 

efoz@earthfirst.org.au 

EF! OZ-Jervis Bay 

POB 295, Nowra, NSW, 2541, Australia 

B E L G IUM 

EF! Belgium Support Group 
belgium2005@groenfront.be 
CAMA RA 
Elaho EF! 

earth_first@resist.ca 
CZECH REPUBLIC 
Car Busters 

Kratka 26, 100 00 Prague 10, Czech Republic 
(420) 274-810-849; (420) 274-777-019 (fax); 
info@carbusters.org 
EIRE 

An Talamh Glas (Green Earth) 

atgblue@yahoo.com 

ENGLA N D 

EF! Action Update 

12 London Rd, Brighton BN1 4JA, UK 

mail@actionupdate.org.uk 


Leeds EF! c/o CRC 

16 Sholebroke Ave, Leeds LS7 3HB, UK 
0113-262-9365; leedsef@ukf.net 

London EF! 

84B Whitechapel High St, London El 0, UK 

eflondon@ziplip.com 

London Rising Tide 

62 Fieldgate St, London El 1ES, UK 

0770-879-4665; london@risingtide.org.uk 

Manchester EF! 

22a Beswick St, Manchester M4 7HS, UK 
mancef@nematode. freeserve.co.uk 

Road Block 

POB 164, Totnes, TQ9 5WX, UK 

020-7729-6973; office@roadblock.org.uk 

GERMANY 

EF! Germany 

c/o Manuel Lindinger 

Steinstrasse 10, Seitenfluegel Rechts, 12045 

Berlin, Germany 

green .rage@web.de 

IS R AE L 

Green Action Israel 

POB 4611, Tel Aviv 61046, Israel 


NETHERLANDS 

ASEED Europe 

Plantage Doklaan 12 A, 1018 CM, 
Amsterdam, Netherlands 
31-20-668-2236; 31-20-468-2275 (fax); 
aseedeur@antenna . nl 
Vrienden van GroenFront! 

POB 85069, 3508 AB Utrecht, Netherlands 
31-84-8666018 (fax); 
netherlands2005@groenfront.nl 
NIGER IA 

Environmental Rescue International/ 

EF! Nigeria 

20 Dawson Rd, by Forestry Junction, Benin 
City, Nigeria 

environmentalrescue@yahoo.co.uk 

RUSS IA 

ECODEFENSE! 

POB 1477, Kaliningrad, 236000, Russia 
(0112) 44-84-43 
SOU T H K O REA 

Green Korea United 

110-740 #605 Korean Ecumenical Bldg 136-56 
Younji-Dong, Jongro-Gu, Seoul, South Korea 
82-2-747-8500; greenkorea@greenkorea.org 
WA LES 

Gwynedd & Mon EF! 

The Greenhouse, 1, Trevelyan Terr Bangor, 
Gwynedd LL57 1AX, Wales 
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Runways and Runaway Climate Change 


BY JOSS G ARMAN 

At the end of last year, radical eco-activists in the UK 
kick-started a new campaign to stop airport expansion, 
acknowledging aviation as the fastest-growing cause of 
climate change. A single passenger flying one way from 
London to Miami emits more greenhouse gases than the 
average British driver does in a year. 

Communities living close to London's Heathrow Airport 
already suffer from air pollution, increasing traffic and mas- 
sive noise levels. Now they 
face forced eviction as the 
government seeks to "identify 
solutions" that would allow a 
new runway to be built. 

Almost all of these local 
residents have no experience 
with direct action or protest 
in any way, shape or form. 

However, they are fed up 
and frustrated with attempts 
at using conventional means 
to stop the proposed expan- 
sion. They feel as though 
they have nothing to lose. 

Residents have been meet- 
ing with veterans of the 
Earth First! anti-roads move- 
ment and other grassroots 
environmentalists to form 
connections and share di- 
rect-action training with the 
idea of "upping the ante" 
against government and aviation-industry proposals for 
airport expansion scheduled for the next few years. 

In the early '90s, at the height of direct-action cam- 
paigns at Twyford Down and Newbury bypass, it was the 
fusion of efforts by local, often-conservative people and 
radical greens that saw the government's plans for "Ro- 
man Style" road building defeated. Now, all signs show 
that these types of campaigns could kick off all over again. 
It's about time. 

Last year, at the launch of a pro-expansion industry lobby 
group called "Future Heathrow," Alistair Darling, the gov- 
ernment's transportation secretary, got a ran for his money 
when a pie was thrown in his face by a protester posing as 
a freelance journalist. 

On November 29, more than 300 airline executives 
from around the world gathered in London to discuss the 
industry's expansion. In an effort to put climate change 
firmly on the agenda, a team of EFlers used air horns at- 
tached to helium balloons and stormed a keynote address 
by a British Airways executive. 

The same day, when the conference delegates attempt- 
ed to wine and dine on the luxurious Towerbridge walk- 
ways, local residents and greens turned out in force to 
greet them. Police warned the bosses not to travel to their 


dinners alone and provided them with an escort. Activists 
on bikes delayed the vehicles and yelled "climate scum" 
and "go home" across the police cordons. 

Local residents are preparing for action as well. They 
intend to do "go slows" on the main roads leading into 
the airport, which could cause severe disruption to flights. 
They have also said that they'll squat their own homes if 
the government attempts to demolish them. 

This new campaign has captured the imagination of the 
corporate British media, generating front-page headlines in 

national newspapers. Sup- 
port is coming from the most 
unexpected places too, with 
cross-party opposition in Par- 
liament. Conservative Mem- 
ber of Parliament John Randall 
has pledged to lie down in 
front of bulldozers if construc- 
tion goes ahead as planned. 

Heathrow is just one of 
the airports that might be 
expanded, with local people 
| near Stansted, Gatwick and 
?■ Luton also facing similar fu- 
| tures filled with concrete. 
| They are beginning to appre- 
| date the tactics of "Campaign 
| Plane Stupid." The question 
f is how to derail the plans for 
g. expansion before they pick 
up steam. If construction is 
started, it will almost certain- 
ly be too late. If we get into 
gear now, we have a realistic chance of winning. 

Stopping climate change is all that matters! If we are to 
believe scientists, every other campaign is just moving the 
deck chairs on the Titanic. It's about the existence of wild 
places and the survival of humanity vs. cheap flights to 
Manchester, Brussels and Edinburgh — all easily reachable 
destinations by train in just a few hours. 

If we are to take the fight against global warming seri- 
ously, the environmental movement must think strategi- 
cally as to where — with our limited resources — we can be 
most effective in directly stopping the sources of green- 
house gases. Transportation is the only area of energy use 
where carbon dioxide emissions are rising, not falling, and 
aviation is largely to blame. So let's directly thwart climate 
chaos by stopping airport expansion, halting short-haul 
flights and demanding an immediate tax on aircraft fuel. 
Anything else would be, well, plane stupid. 

For more information, visit www.planestupid.com; 
www.hacan.org.uk. 

loss Garmati has been involved in successful direct-action 
campaigns against the commercialization of genetically mod- 
ified crops, and he has been arrested numerous times disrupt- 
ing work at nuclear facilities. He is cofounder of Campaign 
Plane Stupid. 
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^rauna Qabala 


by Faith Walker \j 

After 10 years, it's with very mixed feelings that I retire "Fauna 
Cabala." It has been a pleasure, and I think I succeeded in what 
I set out to do: provide the Journal with an entry that has nothing 
to do with humans. Aside from naming Bob Dylan in the third 
"Cabala," and then writing pieces on human female orgasm and 
male masturbation, Homo sapiens sapiens wasn't mentioned. And 
I only preached once, with regard to honeybees. In short, I want to hike 
instead of spending two or three days per issue scouring the scientific 
literature, fretting and trying to be creative. However, with any luck, 
"Fauna Cabala" will be compiled into a book sometime soon. I want 
to especially thank Turtle, who has been a terrific editor. 

Love, and for all things wild, 

— Faith 



Earth First! 
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Fauna: n. Animal life. 
Cabala: n. An esoteric, 
secret matter or 
mysterious art. 


Some songbirds dream of singing. 
Zebra finches (Taeniopygia guttata) 
transform Australia's lonely outback 
into flash and jabber when flocks sudden- 
alight from nowhere. These chattering gems 
travel and nest in colonies consisting of several 
podgy pairs, of which only the males sing. Songs are 
learned by imitating adult crooners during a critical pe- 
riod between one and three months post-hatching. Once they 
get a song stuck in their heads, males rehearse and rehearse and 
rehearse — apparently even in their sleep — until it crystallizes. 

Female hatchlings, meanwhile, also have this 90-day win- 
dow, not to learn to sing, but to learn to discriminate between 
high- and low-quality songs. Because they are monogamous 
(within seasons) and males contribute equally to nest-building 
and care of zebralings, it's important to be able to weed out the 
bummer boys. The girls prefer beaus who can belt out fancy 
songs quickly, have redder bills and sport more symmetrical 
chest stripes. They also copy mate-choice of other females. Be- 
cause other breeding pairs are in close proximity, females notice 
the success and prowess of fathers and, for the next breeding 
attempt, try to secure the badass daddy as their partner. If they 
do land the preferred papa, they lay more eggs. 

Because zebra finches live in semi-arid areas with unpredict- 
able rainfall, females are always ready to drop an egg. Like 
many bird species in this habitat, zebra finch breeding is fore- 
shadowed by a substantial rainfall event, and sufficient rain can 
bring about multiple clutches per season. Social influences also 
promote procreation. Background music, from lots of singing 
going on within the colony, escalates nest and egg production. 
Thus, these most welcome, prattling, zebra-striped butterballs 
illustrate the presence of a sensitive period in song development 
and are good examples of both environmental and social factors 
driving reproduction. 
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Pedal-Powered Publishing 


Each issue, the production of the Earth First! Journal is full of challenges. 
The myriad tasks involved in compiling, editing and laying out these pages, 
along with the everyday realities of running a business — mail, subscriptions, 
merchandise, rent— easily consume the lives of our small staff and a handful 
of dedicated volunteers. With our heavy workloads, we are often visited by 
the temptation to do things the easy way, the fast way, the American way — 
things like using the modern convenience of the automobile. 

Though we all bike or walk to work, the business of producing the Journal 
often takes us to the far reaches of the Tucson metropolis, making cars a con- 
venient tool. But we, of all people, know the hidden costs of car culture — the 
blood, oppression and destruction that coats every piston and fills every fuel 
line. With these somber thoughts in our minds and with visions of a sustain- 
able, life-affirming future in our hearts, the Journal is proud to present the 
first ever car-free issue! 

With a small fleet of bicycles, a few borrowed trailers and on occasion a 
four-wheeled, two-seated "bike car" borrowed from the local bicycle co-op, 
we pedaled our hearts out back and forth across this town. We repeatedly 
schlepped hundreds of pounds of donated produce back to the office by bike. 
We carted gallon upon gallon of filtered water from the grocery store. We 
even did all of the errands associated with our annual Spring fundraising 
event, an all-you-can-eat pie party, by bicycle. And for a grand finale, we 
moved all 6,000 copies of the printed Journal, not once but twice — from the 
printer to the office and then again to the post office. 

We'd like to say that this magazine reached you without burning a drop 
of fossil fuel, but it was a hard sell trying to get the US Postal Service to de- 
liver the Journal without trucks or airplanes. The web of destruction is vast 
and intricate, and it will be a long and difficult fight to rid our culture of its 
fossil-fuel addiction. Leaving the car parked for eight weeks is a far cry from 
the raging battles taking place across the globe, from Appalachia to Iceland, 
from New Zealand to Nigeria. But we've been glad to contribute something, 
however small, to making the voice of the no-compromise environmental 
movement just a little more eco-groovy. 


Earth First! 
Beltane 


May 1, 2006 
Vol. 26, No. 4 

Earth First! is published by an editorial 
collective from within the Earth First! move- 
ment. Entire contents are copyrighted 2006. 
Please contact us for permission to reprint ar- 
ticles. Art, photographs and poetry are copy- 
righted by individual artists and permission 
for use must be received from them directly. 

Earth First! is a forum for the no-compro- 
mise environmental movement. Responsi- 
bility rests with the individual authors and 
correspondents. The contents do not neces- 
sarily represent the viewpoint of this maga- 
zine, the Earth First! movement, local Earth 
First! groups or individual Earth Firstlers. 

We welcome submissions of articles, let- 
ters, poetry and art that put the Earth first, 
aid in healthy debate shaping the growth of 
the movement and advance the creation of a 
world free of speciesism, classism, racism, sex- 
ism, violence, exploitation and oppression. 

Submission deadlines are the first of every 
odd-numbered month in the calendar year. 
Articles should be typed or clearly printed. 
We encourage submissions via email. Art or 
photographs are desirable to illustrate ar- 
ticles and essays. Send a SASE if you would 
like submissions returned. If you want con- 
firmation of receipt of a submission, please 
request it. 

All submissions are edited for length and 
clarity. If an article is significantly edited, we 
will make a reasonable effort to contact the au- 
thor prior to publication. 

ISSN 1055-8411 Earth First! is indexed in 
the Alternative Press Index. Earth First! is re- 
corded on microfilm by ProQuest, Inc. 

Please direct all correspondence to: 

Earth First! 

PO Box 3023, Tucson, AZ 85702 
(520) 620-6900 

collective@earthfirstjournal.org 

www.earthfirstjournal.org 


Editorial Collective: Bob, Converse, 

Lotus, Sprocket, Surly, Turbo 
Poetry Editor: Dennis Fritzinger 
Volunteers: Archer, Jeff, Joe, Jonathan, Kylie, 
Rebecca, Sky, Skylar, Wednesday 
Front and Back Covers: Johann Isberg 


Earth First! (ISSN 1055-841 1) May-June 2006, Volume 
26, Issue 4, is published bimonthly by Daily Planet 
Publishing, 831 East 47th Street, Tucson, AZ 85713. 
US Subscriptions are $25. Outside the US, surface 
delivery is $40 and airmail is $50. Send subscrip- 
tions to PO Box 3023, Tucson, AZ 85702. Periodicals 
Postage Paid at Tucson, Arizona. POSTMASTER: Send 
address changes to Earth First!, PO Box 3023, Tucson, 
AZ 85702-3023. 




with 

IsOYINK 


Page 2 Earth First! Beltane 2006 


For the wild, 

— Sprocket 



Reflections on the 
Organizers Conference 

A Journal Editors View 


by Oskar Pawpaw 

The Earth First! Journal meeting at this year's Organiz- 
ers' Conference in Florida was drastically different from 
the previous meetings I have attended. About 30 people 
showed up, and we have the organizers of the conference 
to thank for getting people excited about it. The range of 
participants was diverse, from former editors and longtime 
readers to people just picking up their first copy. Most ev- 
eryone was able to offer something constructive in an en- 
gaged and cooperative way. We had so much to talk about 
that we even needed to hold a second meeting. 

The primary subjects discussed — and these are always 
addressed at Journal meetings — were staffing, merchan- 
dise, boosting subscriptions, money and content. 

Staffing at the Journal has been an important topic late- 
ly. Those of us on the collective must emphasize that we 
need people to work as long-term editors. This is impor- 
tant because "new blood" is what keeps the Journal rel- 
evant and representative of the movement. Also, as much 
as we love the Journal, some of us want to be able to move 
on to other projects. So consider this a special invitation 
to all you EFIers who have an interest in publishing to 
come work with us! 

In recent years, EF! merchandise has taken the back burn- 
er, as the collective has focused on putting out quality issues 
of the Journal. As much as we value distributing EF! products, 
the collective has decided to drastically reduce the amount 
of merchandise we carry. At this point we are still going to 
sell Ecodefense and a handful of t-shirts, but we are working 
to get others to pick up where we are leaving off. 

To work on boosting subscriptions, the Journal wants to 
increase our interactions with EFIers around the globe. We 
see y'all as being invaluable to getting the Journal out to 
people when you table for your campaigns. We need you 
to have Journals at informational tables and to suggest sub- 
scriptions to anyone who seems interested. Remind people 
that your campaigns and theirs are part of a larger struggle, 
which they can plug into and read about in the Journal. 
You can even take advantage of our decade-old plan where 


you can keep five dollars out of every $25 subscription 
that you sell. (Contact us for more information.) 

The Journal’s financial status has remained relatively con- 
sistent, in that we always just manage to scrape by. If you 
want to support the Journal, the best way is to get yourself a 
subscription. Buy subs for your friends and family as well. 
Tell others who you think might be interested about the 
Journal. And, of course, we always welcome donations. 

It's always nice to hear what our readers have to say 
about the Journal's content. While we regularly receive 
constructive criticism, we often feel like we end up hear- 
ing third-hand about people's frustrations or suggestions. 
If you have feedback on what we're publishing or not pub- 
lishing, we encourage you to write us a letter. 

The Organizers' Conference also addressed the format 
and schedule of the Journal, as well as how the Journal and 
the movement can best support each other. An unofficial 
proposal was made to put out a shorter monthly tabloid 
that focuses on news and action updates. A quarterly mag- 
azine would complement this and would be similar to the 
25th anniversary issue, offering more analysis, critique 
and retrospection. 

This proposal seeks to increase how timely our news cov- 
erage is, while still providing an opportunity to take a criti- 
cal look at where EF! is at. There are many different ideas 
about varying schedule and format considerations. The 
collective is currently researching whether this could work, 
practically and financially. Through this process, we'd love 
your input, as a reader, to let us know if you think we need 
this change and why. Is this just change for the sake of 
change? Or is the Journal in need of a different strategy? 

Of course, we won't make any major changes without 
first receiving the movement's approval. We look forward 
to your feedback as we investigate ways to make the Journal 
more dynamic. The discussion and brainstorming of how to 
improve the Journal will continue at this Summer's Round 
River Rendezvous in Katuah. Hope to see you there! 

Oskar Pawpaw has been an editor at the Journal for a little 
more than a year now. He's quite happy to be part of this proj- 
ect and loves to receive letters. Hint, hint. 
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dear shit fer brains 

LETTERS TO THE EDITORS 

TRY TO KEEP LETTERS TO 3OO WORDS OR LESS 


Dear EF! Journal Collective, 
Thanks for your caring 
and commitment. Please use 
the extra $10 to help shore 
up Fleet Admiral Watson's 
megalomania. As his ego is 
monumental, the $10 could 
go toward construction of 
a suitably towering edifice. 
How about an outhouse? 

Best, 

— Joe Barnwell 
P.S. Here's a great idea for 
a new reality TV show: the 
crew quarters of the Farley 
Mowatl I'll bet Watson would 
make Donald Trump look 
like a milquetoast.... 


calculate the time that had 
passed as each numbered 
person created numbers for 
their findings. Despite all the 
precise record keeping, it was 
difficult to get a clear picture 
of the situation. 

However, they did manage 
to describe one thing well — 
perhaps by accident? 

The report said that in 
Bill's rigor mortis on the floor 
of his jail cell, he had both 
hands clenched "as if in 
fists" and that his right arm 
was sticking straight up. 

Forever Wild!, 

— Katie Rose Nelson 


Dear EF! Journal, 

Thank you again for adding 
the piece by the "Friends of 
the Catalyst” (see EF!J March- 
April 2006). 

There is something I would 
like to share with you. Per- 
haps you have already heard 
through others.... 

About a month ago, I was 
mailed the official police in- 
vestigation into Bill's suicide. 
I waited a couple 


Dear SFB, 

At a wolf reintroduction 
meeting in Silver City, New 
Mexico, a rancheress's idiotic 
blathering made me wonder 
how even one of them could 
be so stupendously stupid. 
The answer came to me 
during a Defenders of Wild- 
life (DOW) representative's 
speech. 



days until I felt ready to han- 
dle such a lifeless, inhuman 
document. Mostly it was a 
log of all the police who had 
entered his cell, the objects 
found in his cell and a few in- 
terviews with inmates in his 
unit. Everyone had a num- 
ber. There were numbers for 
each artifact, picture, bodily 
appendage and document. 
And numbers in between to 


DOW has 
a program to pay off ranch- 
ers for a verifiable or even 
just a possible wolf kill. This 
approach evolved out of the 
assumption that ranchers' 
complaints about the eco- 
nomic costs of losing cows 
were motivated by — well, by 
the economic costs of los- 
ing cows. But actually, the 
ranchers were really motivat- 
ed by their fiatred of wolves, 
of environmentalists and of 


anything else that they can’t 
tame, control or destroy. When 
the DOW program eliminated 
the ranchers' economic argu- 
ment — the only argument the 
powers-that-be could take seri- 
ously — the ranchers had to re- 
sort to the "wolves will eat my 
children," "wolves will wipe 
out the deer" and "wolves 
will roam the cities" argu- 
ments. These are patently 
ridiculous to the educated 
scientists on the committee 
charged with implementing 
wolf reintroduction and, in- 
deed, to anybody with the 
most modest modicum of 
natural history knowledge (if 
not to politicians). 

So DOW rendered the eco- 
nomic loss argument impo- 
tent. By all rights, that should 
have been the end of the op- 
position. But we had, as I said, 
mistaken their motivation. 

What I noticed at the meet- 
ing was that their side was us- 
ing — or pathetically trying to 
use — the same tactic: 
I attempting to ad- 

- dress what they 

^ y thought was our 

■ K motivation. 

§ Pi "Oh, the 

poor, poor 
wolf," whined 
the rancheress. "It was all alone 
and so skinny and starving to 
death. It had to be destroyed. 
There aren't enough deer 
for them. The committee 
has a responsibility to look 
after these poor creatures. If 
you expand the boundaries, 
it will be even harder for you 
to look after them all...." The 
laughter was growing ever 
more audible. The rancher- 
ess insisted, "I love animals. I 
really do!" 

It's hard to even imagine 


how the thought processes 
of somebody so abysmally 
ignorant works, but I finally 
figured it out. They call our 
side "bleeding hearts." They 
think we love wolves. Well, 
we do. But not in the cuddly, 
fuzzy, companion-animal/ 
guardian relationship sort 
of way. Our motive is not 
"getting wolves out there." 
That's only one step in our 
overall goal: a balanced, 
functioning, vibrant ecosys- 
tem. A healthy environment 
for wolves, deer, snails, trees, 
lichen, humans. Clean water. 
Clean air. And all that jazz. 

This viewpoint is so alien to 
the short-sighted, selfish, an- 
thropocentric, control-freak 
rancher mentality that all 
they could conclude was that 
we loved wolves in the way 
that they loved their dogs and 
horses. And that if wolves are 
starving and cold, we should 
put them in a nice, warm zoo 
where they will be safe and 
comfortable. 

The poor, poor wolf. Starv- 
ing to death, out there in the 
wild with nobody to take 
care of it. 

You mean, like in... nature. 

— Joanne Cockerill 

Dear SFB, 

I am writing in response to 
Huck's letter (see EF!J March- 
April 2006). As a survivor of 
Secret Service, Joint Terror- 
ism Task Force and other law 
enforcement interrogations, 

I believe Huck's advice to be 
ill-advised. 

I have no doubt that torture 
is employed to gain informa- 
tion, false or otherwise. Inter- 
rogators are trained to make 
a situation so uncomfortable 
that a person wants to talk. 
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They are also trained to rec- 
ognize facial expressions, eye 
movement, fidgeting and 
other physical signs as subtle 
as shifting your weight. 

Providing false or mislead- 
ing information can be just as 
dangerous as telling on your- 
self or others. It can lead to an 
investigation of what you may 
be trying to hide. If the police 
think you are trying to protect 
someone, they may investi- 
gate them. It can also result in 
obstruction of justice, aiding 
and abetting, or even criminal 
conspiracy charges. 

You have the right to an 
attorney. You have the right 
to remain silent. Exercise 
those rights. Regardless of 
threats, physical or otherwise, 
your best bet is always to tell 
the interrogators, "I would 
like my attorney. I have no 
comment." Then with your 
best poker face, you sit in 
silence, making no physical 
reactions to things said. 

If everyone did that, we 
would have fewer people in 
prison. 

There will always be those 
who break. It is a fact of life, 
and it is not always their 
fault. But there is a huge dif- 
ference between breaking in 
a backroom somewhere and 
taking the stand as a wit- 
ness for the state. It would 
serve us well to recognize 
the difference and respond 
accordingly. 

— Jeffrey "Free" Luers 

Dear EF!J types, 

Sometimes in the morn- 
ing, I get myself a pot of cof- 
fee and read through some 
of my pile of mags and pa- 
pers. I can end up flat and 
dispirited, or energized and 
full of love. 

This morning, I've been 
going through the EF!Js from 
late 2005, and I'm full of love 
for you. 

So I thought I’d tell you, 
EF!) is one of the constant 
sources of inspiration, nee- 
dling and thought provoca- 
tion in my life. Thank you. 

In our local activist news- 
letter, I always include some 
news of the wild, whether it 














is urban foxes, reintroduc- 
tion of birds of prey locally, 
the return of salmon and ot- 
ters to once-polluted rivers. 

So keep sending copies to 
local activist groups. Not ev- 
eryone in "Why Don't You" 
is into it, but some of us are, 
and I think this mix is true in 
other groups too. 

Here, after a late Winter, 
Spring really began two 
days ago. For the first time 
since Summer, my bedroom 
smelt of hot, black earth, as 
all my seedtrays of herbs, 
veg and wildflowers soaked 
up the sun. 

Respect, 

— Mike 

Newcastle-upon-Tyne, UK 

Greetings from the Redwoods, 

We would like to extend 
our solidarity to everyone 
at AZEF! and Chuk'shon 
EF!. The last issue of EF!J 
was received by us as solid 
in content and asthetically 
pleasing. The report-back 
from the sandhill crane hunt 
sab in the last issue was es- 
pecially appreciated (see EF!J 
January-February 2006). To 
all of those who dedicated 
their time and energy to 
protecting sandhill cranes 
in the Sulphur Springs Val- 
ley in southeastern Arizona 
last season: Your activism in 
defense of wildlife is an in- 
spiration to this project and, 
undoubtedly, many others. 

With the recent kidnap- 
ping of Rod Coronado (in 
relation to a lecture he made 
in San Diego), our libera- 
tory movements come face 
to face with the Empire's 
repression once again. We 
must do all that we can to 
support Rod (and Matt Cro- 
zier), who also faces charges 
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relating to a 
mountain lion 
hunt sab. As the October 
31 trial approaches for the 
Northwest arrestees, and the 
SHAC 7 trial concludes in 
New Jersey, we are all faced 
with the responsibility of 
picking up where the holes 
will remain after sentencing. 
Every arrest is an extension 
of the State's war on those 
who value life over the laws 
that are broken to defend 
life. Unfortunately, every 
arrest is also a blow to our 
ongoing direct action cam- 
paigns and circles. 

The struggle in defense of 
the wild has always needed 
participants, and now is the 
time for those who have cast 
away their activity because 
of fear to step things up. The 
call to action has been made 
a thousand times, and now it 
is up to us to answer this call 
with consistent action. From 
the exploding gas canisters in 
Athens, Greece, to the recent 
communique released by 
animal rights activists in Ox- 
ford, UK (addressing the con- 
struction of the university's 
primate torture lab), you can 
get a taste of what to expect 
for those who profit from the 
exploitation of the Earth and 
her animal relations. The im- 
portance lies not in sole ac- 
tions alone, however, but in 
a momentum of varied activ- 
ity. Our responsibility is to 
see that this activity is con- 
sistent and unrelenting dur- 
ing the various onslaughts of 
State repression. 

In a world so ecologically 
devastated, what excuses are 



left to justify inactivity? In a 
socially repressive landscape 
operating on the wheels of 
consumption and our alien- 
ation, revolt has seen no riper 
moment than now. Silence 
and inactivity is precisely 
what the agents of repression 
would like to instill in our ac- 
tivist circles. Our response to 
the mass arrests around the 
country must be that of ac- 
tion. Always wear gloves. 

Giving this war two sides, 
— Sleepless Nights Distro 

Dear SFB, 

In response to Emmet 
Grube's question as to why 
Captain Paul Watson and 
Sea Shepherd have previ- 
ously taken up so much 
space in the Journal, I will 
be short and to the point 
(see EF!J March- April 2006). 
The Earth is best described 
as the "water planet." Sev- 
enty-two percent of it is 
covered in water. And yet, 
Sea Shepherd remains the 
only radical environmental 
organization to take direct 
action on the high seas. I 
could get long-winded and 
talk about how Paul is one 
of the founders of environ- 
mental direct action and 
about how he is a master 
strategist and tactician who 
we have much to learn from, 
but I think I'll just leave it at 
that. Paul once called Earth 
First! Mother Earth's Army 
and Sea Shepherd her Navy. 

'Nuff said, 

— Peter 
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co-Defense 



BY LUMSK 

Fire and ice, arctic tundra and pristine unspoiled wilder- 
ness in Western Europe. A land of magic and legend that 
captures your imagination and awakens you to the stag- 
gering, breathtaking beauty of Iceland. Yet all of this is 
dramatically changing. 

Work has already begun on a series of gigantic dams in 
the eastern highlands of Iceland, including the massive 
Karahnjukar dam. The Karahnjukar dam, the largest of the 
proposed dams, is designed to provide hydro-electric power 
for a massive aluminum smelter owned by the US multina- 
tional corporation Alcoa. The company plans to close two 
of its smelting plants in the US and to open new ones in Ice- 
land, using the electricity from the government-subsidized 
dams to reduce costs. The project is contracted to be built 
by known war profiteer Bechtel. 

The 625-foot-high, 2,500-foot-wide Karahnjukar dam will 
create a huge reservoir, inundating a 22-square-mile swathe 
of wilderness that is home to at least 280 species of animals, 
including reindeer, seals, pink-footed geese, gyrfalcons and 
purple sandpipers. Not only will this precious wilderness be 
submerged (including the only known site of a nationally 
rare lichen), but soil erosion at the lake edge will result in 
wind-blown sand and dust drying out wetlands and killing 
vegetation far outside the project's immediate area. 

An Environmental Impact Assessment commissioned 
by Landsvirkjun (Iceland’s nationally owned power com- 
pany) identifies many unique geological features that will 
also soon be submerged — including unusual moraine de- 
posits, two major waterfalls (one of which will eventually 
be lost forever under the lake's sedimentation), hot springs 


and part of the spectacular Hafrahvammagljufur Canyon 
("Iceland's Grand Canyon"). 

The spin that the Icelandic government is using to pro- 
mote these projects is that "hydro-electric power is green 
energy." This corporate greenwash and the false promises 
of jobs and economic stability are being used to try and 
convince everyday people that the dams are a good thing. 
There are numerous facts that disprove this claim. Glacial 
rivers carry mineral deposits to the sea, which in turn con- 
verts carbon dioxide to calcium and thus combats green- 
house effects in the atmosphere. Damming destroys this 
vital role of glacial rivers in combating greenhouse effects. 
It is a false argument that hydro-electric power from dam- 
ming glacial rivers is renewable energy. The dams com- 
pletely silt up, thus giving them a prospective lifespan of 
only 40 to 100 years. 

The fact is that aluminum smelting uses an enormous 
amount of electricity and emits massive quantities of 
greenhouse gases. In 2001, super-clean Iceland was able to 
negotiate a 10 percent increase in permitted emissions un- 
der the Kyoto Protocol — the largest increase in the world. 
In effect, Alcoa is buying Iceland's license to pollute, as 
well as its cheap electricity. The Ministry of Environment 
also gave Alcoa a license to emit 26 pounds of sulphur di- 
oxide per ton of aluminum produced — 12 times the level 
the World Bank expects from modern smelters. Sulphur 
dioxide and fluoride, the most dangerous pollutants in 
terms of public health and land damage, will be pumped 
directly into the air via giant chimneys. 

In 2005, with the Icelandic government laying plans 
for numerous dam projects across the country, poten- 
tially flooding a quarter of Iceland's interior, and with the 
Karahnjukar dam halfway to completion, an "SOS" call was 
sent out to the international community. To spread the 
word, activists from Iceland presented workshops in Eng- 
land, Ireland and Scotland explaining the issues. 

Last Summer's Solstice marked the beginning of a high- 
ly inspirational and unique event in the history of Icelan- 
dic activism. An international protest camp began to grow 
within sight of the Karahnjukar dam. People from many 
countries gathered in protest of the ill-conceived and 
environmentally destructive policies. 

Throughout the Summer, educational workshops took 
place both at the protest camp and in the capital city, Reyk- 
javik. Initially, the camp was poorly attended by Icelandic 
people — many of them failing to shake off their apathy 
and complacency. However, many Icelanders took the op- 
portunity to visit the camp and trek around the areas that 
are scheduled to be flooded when the river is dammed in 
September 2006. In retrospect, many Icelandic activists 
now realize that they missed the opportunity to become 
involved in a truly revolutionary mobilization. The actions 
of last Summer had a profound effect on Icelandic society 
by giving people the courage to make their voices heard 
following years of a repressive political atmosphere. 
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I " I I The Fight Against 

| | | Dam Megaprojects 


Iceland saw the birth of a movement that not only 
challenges the government's environmental policies but 
extends so much further in the battle against corporate 
takeover: a struggle against industrial and economic de- 
cisions made by a handful of corrupt and unjust heads 
of state, and a struggle against industries that peddle the 
plagues of pollution, climate change and social injustice. 

Protest, like climate change, knows no borders. 

Some Icelanders questioned why people came from other 
countries to protest. The answer is obvious. The struggles faced 
by people in Iceland are echoed throughout the world. We are 
working to tip the balance of a struggle that is portrayed as 
national, while actually extend- 
ing much further — from the 
Narmada dams in India to the 
proposed Ilisu dam in Turkey. 

Climate change and environmen- 
tal devastation are international 
issues. The damaging decisions 
and subsequent industrial pol- 
lution made by one country in- 
evitably affect us all. By inviting 
international industries into 
Iceland to carve up her pris- 
tine natural resources, Iceland 
entered the international arena 
and thus the international ac- 
tivist agenda. 

Many types of actions have 
taken place. At the 10th Inter- 
national Aluminum Industry 
Conference in Reykjavik, three 
activists splashed industry fat 
cats from Bechtel and Alcoa with 
dyed-green yogurt. The Karahn- 
jukar dam site was blockaded on 
two occasions. People stopped 
huge earth-moving lorries by 
locking themselves to the chassis. Work was stopped on 
the site for the first time since it started two years earlier. 
The construction of the Alcoa aluminum smelting plant 
at Reydarfjordur was halted when activists climbed the 
cranes on the site. 

Action after successful action took place throughout 
the Summer months last year, some of them very public, 
like the unfurling of a huge banner painted with a crack 
down one side of the dam. This action was inspired by 
the first Earth First! action in the US, but it also high- 
lighted the coverup concerning the geological fault lines 
on which the Karahnjukar dam is being built and which 
significantly call its structural stability into question. All 
of these actions sought to keep the issue burning, let- 
ting the companies and the government know that they 
cannot ride roughshod over the growing concern for the 
Icelandic environment. 


In the last year, Icelanders who were not directly con- 
nected to the action camps have begun to protest in 
their own ways. This is encouraging, especially since the 
oppression experienced by activists at the hands of the 
authorities, aluminum industry cronies and the police 
reached a level that shocked the public. The unofficial 
deputizing of security staff to assist the police in bum- 
bling arrest attempts at the dam site resulted in injuries 
to some protesters. Reykjavik police used kidnap-style an- 
tics when issuing deportation orders to activists, causing 
outrage from the public. All of these orders were subse- 
quently found to have been issued illegally. The obstinacy 

from the police and their lack of 
understanding escalated situ- 
ations and, in some instances, 
endangered the lives of activists 
and members of the public. 

There have been many detailed 
reports written about actions in 
Iceland. This article hopes to dis- 
pel the "it's so far away" mindset. 
The issues are right on our door- 
step. Climate change, environ- 
mental destruction, corporate 
takeovers — they affect us all. It 
is happening everywhere. Some- 
times, we struggle and see little 
return for our efforts. Here is an 
| opportunity where the march of 
s the corporate jackals and heavy 
Sj industry can be stopped; govern- 
| ment policies can be changed. 
<1 Protest and direct action is be- 
| ing effective, and a population 
~ is being inspired to stand up 
and become involved in what 
directly affects their lives. In 
January, plans to dam the great 
wetlands of Thjorsarver, in the central southern Icelan- 
dic highlands, were halted as a direct result of protest 
and public pressure. 

The protest continues, not only in Iceland but with 
support actions taking place in other countries as well. 
This Summer will be a crucial time in the struggle to stop 
this gargantuan ecocide. Come join thousands of Iceland- 
ers and activists from around the world at the interna- 
tional protest camp that begins on July 21. 

For more information, contact savingiceland@riseup.net; 
www.savingiceland.org. 

Lumsk is involved in the Saving Iceland campaign because 
it is such an inspiring mix of direct action, popular education, 
information sharing and networking with similar struggles. 
The objectivity of the resistance, the positivity and growth of 
the campaign, and the successes that it has had should not 
go unrecorded. 



Activists lock down at the Karahnjukar dam site. 
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Four More Charged with ELF Actions 


by Josh 

After the shocking arrests of December 7, the tragic sui- 
cide of Bill Rodgers on December 22, the massive conspir- 
acy indictment of January 20 and the devastating blow 
dealt by snitches, more repression could hardly come as a 
surprise (see EF!J March-April 2006). 

On February 23, Nathan Block and Joyanna Zacher were 
arrested in Olympia, Washington, on charges stemming 
from the Earth Liberation Front (ELF) arson of Jefferson 
Poplar Farm in Clatskanie, Oregon, on May 21, 2001. 
Chelsea Gerlach and Daniel McGowan, as well as appar- 
ent snitches Stanislas Meyerhoff and Kevin Tubbs, had 
previously been charged with that arson. 

But Block and Zacher did not officially join the 11 other 
codefendants until March 15, when a Eugene grand jury 
investigating the ELF issued yet another superceding in- 
dictment. Block and Zacher were charged with one count 
of "conspiracy to commit 
arson," one count of "con- 
spiracy to commit arson 
and destruction of an en- 
ergy facility," one count 
of attempted arson, two 
counts of "using and carry- 
ing a destructive device in 
relation to a crime of vio- 
lence" and 47 counts of ar- 
son. They face life in prison 
if convicted on all counts. 

This new indictment 
mentioned, for the first 
time, an additional ELF 
action: the destruction of 
the University of Washing- 
ton Center for Urban Hor- 
ticulture in Seattle, also on 
May 21, 2001. Gerlach and Meyerhoff were named as alleged 
participants in the conspiracy to commit this action, but nei- 
ther has been formally charged. Nevertheless, the inclusion 
of this action was a clear indication of the feds' next move. 

On March 30, Briana Waters — a violin teacher and par- 
ticipant in the 1999 Watch Mountain forest defense cam- 
paign — became the first person to be charged with the 
Seattle arson. Waters was indicted on one count of using 
and carrying a destructive device, and one count of arson. 
If convicted, she faces more than 30 years in prison. In 


contrast to the heavy-handed approach used by the feds 
in charging and apprehending other defendants, Waters 
was simply issued a summons to appear before a judge in 
Seattle. Prosecutors did not argue for detention, and the 
judge allowed her to return home to Berkeley, California, 
where she will be monitored electronically. Waters' trial is 
scheduled to begin on June 5. It is unclear whether the feds 
intend to include her in the mass conspiracy indictment. 

Most recently, on April 6, Joseph Dibee, Rebecca Rubin, 
Justin Solondz and Darren Thurston were indicted for the 
arson of the Bureau of Land Management's Litchfield Wild 
Horse and Burro Corral in Susanville, California, on October 
15, 2001. The four were charged with conspiracy to com- 
mit arson, arson of a government building, and using and 
carrying a destructive device. If convicted, they face more 
than 30 years in prison. Thankfully, this indictment did not 
result in any new arrests; Thurston was already in custody, 
and the whereabouts of the others are unknown. While 

Solondz is a new name in 
the federal investigation, 
the other three were previ- 
ously charged in the mass 
conspiracy indictment. 

Currently, Block, Ger- 
lach, Thurston and Zacher 
are still in jail and need 
your support. (Meyerhoff 
and Tubbs are also being 
held, despite their appar- 
ent cooperation with fed- 
eral prosecutors.) While 
Block and Zacher may 
still be released on bail at 
a future date, it seems al- 
most certain that the oth- 
ers will remain in custody 
through the trial, which is 
scheduled to begin on October 31. One possible reason for 
Gerlach's continued imprisonment is the government's 
expressed hope to indict her for further ELF actions. Thur- 
ston's release is unlikely due to his Canadian citizenship 
and his prior conviction for a 1992 animal liberation. 

As before, there is no reason to think that the feds' re- 
pression of these and other activists will stop here. 

For more information, contact the North Ameri- 
can Earth Liberation Prisoners Support Network, 
naelpsn@mutualaid.org; www.ecoprisoners.org. 



The University of Washington Center for Urban Horticulture 
in Seattle, following the ELF arson of May 21, 2001 


Current Green Scare Prisoners and Support Groups 

Although some prisoners are listed together, they must be written to separately. 

•Nathan Block, #1663667, and Joyanna Zacher, #1662550, Lane County Jail, 101 W 5th Ave, Eugene, OR 97401; 
supportersofnathanandjoyanna@gmail.com. 

•Chelsea Gerlach, #1308678, Lane County Jail, 101 W 5th Ave, Eugene, OR 97401; www.supportchelsea.org. 
•Daniel McGowan, released on bail; www.supportdaniel.org. 

•Jonathan Paul and Briana Waters, released on bail; www.ecoprisoners.org. 

•Suzanne Savoie, released on bail; friendsofsuzannesavoie@yahoo.com. 

•Darren Thurston, #701415, Multnomah County Inverness Jail, 11540 NE Inverness Dr, Portland, OR 97220; 
www.freedarren.org. 
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Operation Backfire 


MCMS 

on FBI 


by Jim Flynn 

Like the cleansing waters of Hurri- 
cane Katrina, the FBI's attack on the 
environmental movement has done 
more for creating community and 
organizing resistance to government 
oppression than we were seemingly 
capable of doing ourselves. At first, 
everyone was hunkering down or 
running for cover, moving on or go- 
ing on hasty, long-term vacations. 
You did not know who to talk to or 
who to trust. Except for the peaceniks, 
the once-radical streets of Eugene 
were strangely quiet. The bars are full 
though, and there is a lot of whisper- 
ing and commiserating going on. 

But out of the flooded backwaters 
of government repression a new power 
has risen. People are coming out of the 
woodwork to step up and help their 
friends in trouble — "retired" old- 
timers, family members 
and relatives, old friends 
and undaunted young- 
sters, too. Black Panthers, 

AIMsters, feminists, Viet- 
nam-era activists and 
even those who lived 
through the McCarthy era 
are providing wisdom and 
camaraderie when, at one 
time, there was little con- 
nection. Some are organiz- 
ing and taking off work to do grand 
jury roadshows, high school buddies 
and families are educating themselves 
and flying across the country to at- 
tend court hearings, food donations 
and an outpouring of support are be- 
ing offered to affected families, pro- 
active media collectives are forming, 
lawyers are volunteering their time, 


and environmental groups are being 
recruited for support. One thing the 
FBI will never have is the outpouring 
of volunteer energy that comes with 
being part of a popular movement 
that is under attack. 

As you all have probably heard, the 
FBI has come to town and made a 
few arrests. If you live in Eugene like 
I do, you have heard that the FBI has 
been in town for many years now and 
that they are now going to town in an 
unfettered fashion! And, boy howdy, 
are they doing well for themselves! 
They've got a pyromaniac heroin ad- 
dict who thinks it's cool to dress up 
in body wires and go reminisce with 
(read: entrap) his old "friends," many 
of whom didn't even know who he 
was. (Jake Ferguson is his name, and, 
despite admitting to participation in 
most of the arsons, he remains free 
and without any charges against 


him.) They've got a dead defendant 
and 11 live ones (15 if you count the 
ones they don't have), and the feds 
keep saying there are more to come. 
They've got subpoenas served and 
grand juries convened in Oregon, 
Washington, California, Colorado, 
and maybe Wyoming and Nevada 
soon. And, much to their utter joy 


and ecstasy, they've got people trip- 
ping over each other to sing. They've 
got this snitch in this jail and that 
snitch in that jail, juggling to keep 
them apart and costs down. They've 
got site visits and fruitless digging (lit- 
erally) for evidence. I'll bet this is the 
most fun the FBI has had in years. I'll 
bet they are yucking it up over there 
at the FBI water cooler. And they are 
laughing at us, watching to see what 
happens next. 

The once-untouchable Earth Lib- 
eration Front (ELF) — so covert in 
what it did (does) that the FBI had 
no leads on the most notorious acts 
of politically motivated sabotage the 
country has seen since Sam Lovejoy 
and the Plowshares — has, at least in 
the media, been reduced to he said, 
she said. Now, after all the post- 
9/11 hearings, the FBI ain't looking 
so good, but let me tell you, once 
upon a time this outfit 
had some respect in this 
country, some teeth and 
some muscle. So it is 
not the FBI at their best 
that is claiming to have 
beaten the ELF, and it is 
a shame to have them 
laughing at us instead of 
the other way around. 

So what to do? Well, 
after doing everything 
we can to help our indicted friends, 
we need to make sure that this never 
happens again. I'm not sure where 
we went wrong, but somewhere 
along the way someone forgot to 
tell someones not to talk to the police. 
That message seems to have gotten 
lost, and this is not good. 

continued on next page 


The FBI’s attack on the environmental 
movement has done more for creating 
community and organizing resistance to 
government oppression than we were 
seemingly capable of doing ourselves. 
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continued from previous page 

How to fix it? Well, the answer is one 
word: Community. I know many of 
you were hoping for me to say some- 
thing rad like, "Snitches get stitches!" 
Sounds cool, but it just ain't practi- 
cal. If we were in the Irish Republican 
Army or the French Underground, we 
might be able to have some solidar- 
ity against the coppers and violently 
enforce a "don't talk" rule. But, that 
ain't us. Not only are we not that tight 
of a community, having grown up in 
different places and being a bit on 
the diverse side, but we also ain't the 
violent types — despite what the feds 
are saying. We aren't the ones who 
beat people up; we get beat up. We 
don't kill people; we get killed. Never 
forget Judi Bari, the car bombing and 
the millions of dollars the FBI had to 
pay. Why hasn't that violent crime by 
unknown assailants ever been solved? 
Not politically convenient maybe? 

So, that brings us back to commu- 
nity. Community is how you stop 
snitches. If someone knows they have 
a community to support them while 
they are awaiting trial or serving their 
sentence, and that it will be there for 
them when they get out, they are 
much less likely to inform on others. 
If we turn our backs on them or vilify 
them, then what motivation do they 
have to resist? 


Many of the defendants are cooper- 
ating with the feds. Some talked right 
away, others had to be coerced. They 
span the whole spectrum, from Stan 
squealing like a pig and begging for 
mercy (read: admitting guilt for him- 
self and others) within hours of being 
taken into custody, to those who just 
admitted their own roles right away, to 
those who held out for months until 
more than half a dozen others squealed 
on them, and they were left with few 
options. I can understand some of 
their decisions, but we will not know 
who said what exactly and who gave 
up whom until the trial. I would sug- 
gest people not judge them too harshly 
until we have all of the facts. 

The old adage goes something like, 
"If you do the crime, be prepared to 
do the time." Well, if when you com- 
mit a crime, you're thinking, "Well, 
even if I get caught, what am I facing, 
five to eight?" And then when you do 
get accused of thb crime, you're fac- 
ing life plus 335 years! Well... they 
certainly have changed the rules on 
us, and I don't think any of us on the 
outside can judge what is going on in 
those interrogation rooms. 

We do know that the feds had next 
to nothing until they knocked over 
the first domino, then more began to 
fall. If Stan had kept his mouth shut, 
this would all probably have ended 


with one pyromaniac heroin addict 
trying to sell his story to the FBI for 
some more dope money and them 
telling him to bugger off. 

Regardless of the guilt or innocence 
of those charged, there are some im- 
portant lessons that we can learn 
from everything. I know this is going 
to sound really obvious in retrospect, 
but it must be said: Just cause some- 
one commits a felony with you and, 
therefore, could be busted as well, does 
not mean that they won't talk about 
it to someone in a bar some day or go 
straight to the feds if they get desperate. 
So choose your partners very wisely. 
Think long-term. How well do you re- 
ally know this person? Where do you 
think their head will be at in 10 years? 
Does this person that you are consid- 
ering committing a felony with have 
obvious weaknesses like a drug addic- 
tion, a dim bulb, a respectable job/ca- 
reer, a spouse or children? (No overt 
offense to the breeders among us, but 
the feds exploit family ties. So it has 
to be considered a "weakness" here in 
terms of something that can be used 
as leverage against you.) Is this person 
a happy, productive, long-term mem- 
ber of your community? Apart from 
your local community, is this person 
a member of the Movement? Do they 
share our biocentric philosophy or are 
they just interested in fucking shit up? 
Choose your "friends" wisely. 

There is a lot of work to do, and we 
need to keep at it. Decry the huge sen- 
tences our comrades are facing, but 
bring the issue back to the state of 
the environment. Sooner or later the 
real ecoterrorists (the Bushes, Cheney, 
Rumsfeld and the corporations that 
work for them) must be brought to task 
for their crimes. It remains up to us, the 
radical environmental movement, to 
speak out and take action to stop the 
madness. With global climate change, 
rampant deforestation, massive species 
extinctions and toxics all around us, we 
know it is not long before all hell breaks 
loose and things get really messy. 

Jim Flynn was a member of the EF! 
Journal editorial collective last 
century when all they 
had to worry about 
was being associated 
with the Unabomber, 
death threats from loggers, 
and Roselle smoking pot in the office. 
Ah, the good ol' days! 
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The Enemy Within 


by Peter Young 

Security's weakest link is not the forensic threat of a 
hair left on the laboratory floor, nor is it the technological 
threat of a wiretap. Security's weakest link is the human 
element. And the weak links have arrived. 

Josh Ellerman. Roger Troen. Geoff Kearns. Justin Samuel. 
Billy Cottrell. Jacob Sherman. Stanislas Meyerhoff. Kevin 
Tubbs. Jacob Ferguson.... The enemies we must work 
around are those with badges. The enemies we must fear 
are those among us — the enemies within. 

On August 28, 2000, my co-defendant, Justin Samuel, 

entered the grand jury room and implicated me in six 

major felonies that could have earned me more than 10 

years in prison. For this assault, - 

.... , awc loose 

his punishment was the open ****••• glM it 

arms of many animal libera- 

tionists, complemented by the rj 

silence of nearly all. As a case 

study, it speaks volumes: a 

column about Samuel in y 

an established activist 

publication calling for 

forgiveness, movement ~ u/ 

elders giving him sanctu- V Jr* 

ary, widespread repetition ' 

by activists of lines like "he 

didn't tell them 

know" and even updates ’ 

on Samuel’s legal situation from the for- 
mer Animal Liberation Front Press Office. As the directly 
affected party, I remained on the FBI wanted list, and the 
movement erred on the side of harmony. 

Before we take collective comfort in any self-perceived 
hard stance on informants, first consider my experience. 
Consider with whom you might side if your good friend 
were to inform on another, and where the movement would 
stand if one of its high-status scene darlings were to inform 
on you. In times of peace, everyone talks a hard line. It is in 
times of conflict that our true resolve is revealed. 


"Let's not squander our energy on those who have 
turned," I have heard said. But is there any greater energy 
drain than cleaning up the mess left by snitches and their 
apologists? 

The small perk to the snitches' recipe of vitriol and be- 
trayal is that in the wake of their deeds, the cooperators of 
the future are revealed. We excuse those whom we identify 
with and behavior that we can imagine from ourselves. As 
the Green Scare case unfolds, watch closely those apologists 
for the cooperating parties. Then read between the lines. 

If only I could say there was a fix for the damage done 
post-deed. That when the weak link breaks, there is such 
a thing as damage control. But talking is a one-way door. 
Our only hope comes at the front end — through educa- 
tion, observation and intolerance. 

9 of the most sacred of 

n solid in the interro- 
defense of something 
an ourselves, has as its 
the fear of prison, 
lg prevention comes 
Research federal sen- 
;s to understand the 
advance. Collective- 
m — the fantasy is of- 
j reality, and it is the 
asy that induces the 
me of collaboration. 

KT*"*' ' immediate atten- 

tion and assistance to 
anyone subpoenaed to a grand jury. As a movement, teach 
not just tactics but the fortitude needed to move from ar- 
rest to prison unbroken. And never allow an informant re- 
entry into our ranks — this sends a message that breeds a 
climate fertile for collaborators. The costs of harmony and 
forgiveness are more indictments and stolen lives. 

It is the wise saboteur who knows the high-risk catego- 
ries and avoids them: drug users, the emotionally unsta- 
ble, snitch apologists, braggarts and others who will not 
be tagged "high-risk" here, to avert violent uproar from 


Our most grievous error is to see this issue as somehow 
separate from that which unites us — the fight for all life. 
To take one from active service is to condemn to oblit- 
eration and death all they could have saved, just as if the 
slaughter were brought by the snitch's own hand. Lives 
are on the line, and not just the lives of humans. 

For the sake of clarity, let us be uncomfortably honest: 
to snitch is to take a life. By words and by weapons, each 
day lives are taken in the most egregious of crimes. When 
this happens in the courtroom, we call it "cooperation." I 
call it violence, and I call anything done to keep an infor- 
mant out of the courtroom "self defense." 


this readership. Suffice it to say, entering into partnership 
for commission of a felony is no time to be polite. While 
generalizations are dangerous, so is crime.... 

"No one talks, everyone walks." In the end, the truth 
of these words may be our best defense, and in fact — our 
only defense. And when the weak link breaks, let us never 
fail in our duty to those whose lives were stolen and to all 
they could have saved. 

Peter Young is serving two years for releasing mink and fox- 
es from six different fur farms. Write to him at Peter Young, 
# 10269-111 , FCI Victorville Medium II, POB 5700, Adelanto, 
CA 92301. 
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Protection of Wealth or Protection of People? 

— Biodiversity Ain’t Even on the Radar Screen — 


by Karen Pickett 

When the FBI announced in 2004 that the Earth Libera- 
tion Front (ELF) was its number one priority for domestic 
terrorism, it was clear the government would ultimately 
produce warm bodies to shore up this illogical prioritiza- 
tion. A difference between the current criminalization of 
dissent and past COINTELPRO operations is revealed in the 
drive to put property damage on par with injury to life. 

Galloping in to help the FBI is the business lobby, repre- 
sented by groups like the American Legislative Exchange 
Council (ALEC), a conservative public policy lobbying 
organization funded by more than 300 corporations. 
ALEC, in collaboration with the US Sportsman's Alliance, 
has written model legislation up- 
ping the ante for action taken against 
corporations in the business of de- 
velopment, logging, mining and vivi- 
section. Thanks to ALEC, legislation 
has been introduced in nine states 
in the last couple of years seeking to 
brand politically motivated property 
destruction, trespass or arson as acts 
of domestic terrorism. 

Of course, arson, trespass and van- 
dalism are already illegal, but ALEC 
wants to add codified layers so that 
those who support those activities — 
financially or otherwise — could also 
be prosecuted. The terrorist label, ad- 
dition of conspiracy charges and ag- 
gressive public relations surrounding 
the grand jury indictments (like the 
Washington, DC press conference 
with Attorney General Alberto Gon- 
zales and FBI Director Robert Mueller 
on January 20) are meant to margin- 
alize and vilify people already facing 
criminal charges and to enhance sentencing options. This 
effectively denies the accused their right to a presump- 
tion of innocence until a trial, thanks to the Bush-crafted 
culture of fear. 

Branding property destruction as terrorism rather than 
sabotage heightens the sensationalism surrounding this 
politically charged situation, and it is designed to send 
potential support running in the opposite direction. The 
authorities even call those arrested "The Family" in an un- 
disguised attempt to evoke images of the notorious Manson 
Family. But the Manson Family were cold-blooded mur- 
derers. There's no body count or bloodletting connected 
with the alleged ELF actions. Yet those actions are called 
"terrorism" even as violent attacks by right-wing militants 
have gone unprosecuted — 7,400 hate crimes motivated by 
race, ethnic, religious or sexual orientation, according to 
the FBI's own 2003 statistics. The National Abortion Rights 


Organization cites seven murders, 17 attempted murders, 
41 bombings, 100 acid attacks and 655 anthrax threats, in 
addition to literally thousands of incidents of kidnapping, 
burglary and stalking over the last 25 years. And burning 
SUV tires and a horse corral is terrorism? "You betcha," 
say ALEC and the FBI because it's corporate property — 
sacrosanct in the capitalist US. 

Criminalization of dissent has long been within the 
purview of the FBI, but the agenda flying under the radar 
screen is the protection of wealth and private property. 
ALEC would put damage to property on par with threat 
or actual harm to life. Nowhere in the FBI's demoniza- 
tion of these acts it calls "terrorism" is a body count or 
even a litany of injuries. The "injury" is defined in mil- 
lions of dollars lost by corporations 
that are in the business of building 
multi-million-dollar developments 
on endangered species habitat. 

If property destruction is put on par 
with threat to life, the question must 
be asked whether the next step will be 
increased prosecution for the revered 
tradition of nonviolent civil disobedi- 
ence or vilification of the successful 
market campaigns carried out by the 
likes of Rainforest Action Network 
and ForestEthics. After all, those ac- 
tivities, as well as boycotts and strikes, 
put a dent in the bottom line of profit 
margins. In fact, attacks disguised as 
Internal Revenue Service investiga- 
tions and other back-door strategies 
are already on the rise against organi- 
zations that carry out civil disobedi- 
ence and market campaigns. 

A bill before the governor of Penn- 
sylvania right now makes terrorists 
out of those arrested for civil disobe- 
dience and increases penalties for actions that interfere 
with resource extraction, agricultural research or animal 
experimentation. A similar bill is under consideration in 
Maine's state legislature. 

"Ecoterrorism," a term trumpeted in the media, was in- 
vented in the early 1990s by the public relations firm Hill 
and Knowlton, while employed by corporations in the 
extractive industries. It was then put into popular use by 
right-wing ideologues like Ron Arnold, long known as a 
vehement anti-environmentalist whose self-professed goal 
is to destroy the environmental movement. Property de- 
struction is sabotage, not terrorism. Dump "ecoterrorism" 
from the vernacular. Ecological terrorism is perpetrated by 
the likes of ExxonMobil, Monsanto, Louisiana-Pacific and 
Union Carbide. Seize the moment. Seize the language. 

Karen Pickett is the director of the Bay Area Coalition for 
Headwaters. She has been an EF! activist since the early 1980s. 


ECOTERROR 

THE VIOLENT AGENDA 
TO SAVE NATURE 



RON ARNOLD 

Right-wing ideologue Ron Arnold is credited 
with popularizing the "ecoterrorism” label. 
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Rod Coronado Arrested 
for Speaking Freely 


by Jeff Davis 

On February 22, noted activist Rod 
Coronado was arrested in Tucson, Ari- 
zona, and his home was raided by the 
FBI, Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Fire- 
arms and Explosives, and the Pima 
County Sheriff's Department. The sole 
charge was "Distribution of Informa- 
tion Relating to Explosives, Destruc- 
tive Devices and Weapons of Mass 
Destruction," which carries a maxi- 
mum penalty of 20 years in prison 
and/or a $250,000 fine. This statute 
was enacted in 1997, and its constitu- 
tionality has never been tested in the 
courts. In the past, the federal govern- 
ment has used this statute to threaten 
activists with long prison sentences 
in order to get them to plead guilty 
in exchange for a lesser sentence (see 
EF!f November-December 2005). 

According to the Department of 
Justice, this charge stems from a pub- 
lic talk that Rod gave in San Diego, 
California, on August 1, 2003. Ap- 
parently, Rod answered a question 
about his participation in an Animal 
Liberation Front arson that happened 
in Michigan more than a decade ago. 
Rod was convicted for his role in that 
arson and spent four years in prison 
as a result (see EF!J March- 
April 1995). 

On March 3, Judge David 
Pyle released Rod on $2,000 
bail. Rod had only a couple 
of days to get ready for his 
first court appearance in San 
Diego. On March 6, Judge 
Jeffrey Miller ordered that 
Rod return on March 23 to 
hear further arguments from 
the prosecutors about why 
he should be detained. 

Rod's March 23 appear- 
ance went pretty much as 
expected. The prosecution 
wanted him to be held until 
trial, claiming that Rod is a 
"danger to the community" 
and a "flight risk." The judge 
asked why agents waited 


two-and-a-half years after Rod's 
speech to arrest him if he was such 
a danger. The prosecution didn't re- 
spond to the judge's question. In the 
end, Rod's bail was raised to $50,000, 
and he was told he could only travel 
within Arizona and California. 

With all of this, Rod still has to con- 
tend with two other trials in Arizona. 
In December, Rod and Matt Crozier 
were found guilty on three federal 
charges for their roles in sabbing the 
Sabino Canyon mountain lion hunt 
(see EF!f March- April 2006). At this 
time, their sentencing hearing has 
been postponed until June. It is ex- 
pected that Rod will receive a six- to 
18-month sentence. 

Arizona filed state charges relating 
to the same incident in November, 
and Rod is waiting to hear when the 
first hearing in this case will be. 

Rod has a lot of support in Tucson, 
San Diego and elsewhere. His friends in 
Tucson have set up a website to spread 
awareness and to raise funds to help 
support Rod and his family through 
this difficult time. 

For more information, con- 
tact the Rod Coronado Support 
Group, POB 732, Tucson, AZ 85702; 
www.supportrod.org. 


6on£-s 

Canada Ups Seal Quota 

The Canadian government an- 
nounced in March that it would 
allow the slaughter of 335,000 
haip seals this Spring (see E7-7/ July- 
August 2005). This increase in the 
hunt's quota came despite warn- 
ings from conservation groups of 
record low numbers of harp seal 
pups in the Gulf of St. Lawrence. 

With sea temperatures signifi- 
cantly above average, ice condi- 
tions in the Gulf region this year 
were the worst in recorded histo- 
ry. Thousands of seal pups, unable 
to swim for the first four weeks of 
their lives, likely drowned due to 
the lack of substantial sea ice. 

Activists have decried the Cana- 
dian government's decision to let 
the slaughter continue and fear 
that this year's hunt may have 
grave implications for the future 
of harp seal populations in the 
North Atlantic. 

"Given that seals reach breed- 
ing age at about five to six years 
old, it could be too late to inter- 
vene by the time the impacts of 
current hunting levels are under- 
stood," according to conservation 
biologist Stephen Harris. 

Coyote Hunt Goes Airborne 

In response to ranchers' com- 
plaints of coyotes attacking cattle 
in southern Arizona, the federal 
government took to the air this 
past January, killing 200 coyotes. 
The hunt was conducted by Wild- 
life Services, a division of the US 
Department of Agriculture, and 
took place on both public and pri- 
vate land. The public was given no 
advance notice about the hunt. 

"There was no public awareness 
and no public alert, even though 
the Coronado National Forest is 
known as a recreational use area," 
said Matt Skroch, executive direc- 
tor of the Sky Island Alliance. 

Wildlife Services continues to 
argue that there was no need to 
inform the public since the aerial 
hunt — costing $200 an hour — 
was paid for entirely by ranchers. 



Rod Coronado is a frequent lecturer on 
issues of Earth and animal liberation. 
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Rod Coronado 


A Legal Memo on the Green Scare 


by Ben Rosenfeld 

The federal government has been 
salivating to put Rod Coronado back 
in prison since he got out in 1999 and 
later refused to repent for his role in 
a 1992 arson at a Michigan State Uni- 
versity animal research lab. Federal 
officials have publicly branded Coro- 
nado as a leader of the Animal Lib- 
eration Front (ALF), even though the 
ALF is apparently non-hierarchical. 
However, he has been an unabashed 
advocate of property destruction in 
defense of animals, and the new charge 
against him — for delivering a speech 
three years ago in which he explained 
how the incendiary devices used in 
the Michigan arson were made — is a 
flimsy pretext to punish him for his 
radical views. 

The government's targeting of 
Coronado is part of a broader witch 
hunt against radical environmental- 
ists and self-identified "green anar- 
chists" — those who merge ecology, 
animal rights and anarchism into a 
vision of freedom and sustainability 
for all living beings. After Coronado's 
arrest, US Attorney Carol Lam stated 


in an official press release, pre- judg- 
ing the case for the public: "Teaching 
people how to build explosives in or- 
der to commit violent crimes is unac- 
ceptable in civilized society. There is 
no excuse for it." And so, through 
sophistry and syllogism, the govern- 
ment has transformed speech into 
violence. 

On December 13, Coronado was 
convicted in Arizona for peacefully 
attempting to disrupt a US Forest 
Service mountain lion hunt (see EF!f 
March-April 2006). After Coronado's 
conviction, Assistant US Attorney 
Wallace Kleindienst told reporters that 
Coronado is "a danger to the commu- 
nity.... I know he wasn't tried here for 
being a violent anarchist. This trial 
wasn't about Rod Coronado being a 
terrorist, but he is one." Kleindienst 
thus revealed the government's two 
ulterior motives for going after Coro- 
nado: One, it has a vendetta against 
him personally, and two, it has quietly 
embarked on yet another war against 
an abstract concept — anarchism. 

The new case against Coronado is 
as stark an attack on free speech as 
this country has ever seen. Measured 


against any historic test of free ex- 
pression, Coronado's behavior — that 
is, his speech — was alarmingly pro- 
tected and uncriminal. 

On July 30, 2003, persons unknown 
torched an apartment complex under 
construction in San Diego, California, 
causing millions of dollars in damage. 
The day afterward, Coronado flew to 
San Diego to lecture at a previously 
scheduled event. In response to a 
question from an audience member, 
Coronado — who has been a public 
figure on the environmental lecture 
circuit since his release from prison — 
demonstrated how someone had con- 
structed a non-explosive, incendiary 
device out of a plastic jug filled with 
gasoline to commit the Michigan ar- 
son for which he did his time. The 
government does not suspect, and 
has not accused, Coronado of any in- 
volvement in the fire set the day be- 
fore his speech. 

The Supreme Court has carved out 
three famous exceptions to free speech: 
the "fighting words" exception ( Chap - 
linsky vs. New Hampshire ), the obscenity 
exception ( Miller vs. California), and the 
"clear and present danger" exception 
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(. Brandenburg vs. Ohio). However, each 
exception is extremely limited. As 
Justice William Brandeis eloquently 
wrote in 1927: "Fear of serious in- 
jury cannot alone justify suppression 
of free speech.... It is the function of 
speech to free men from the bondage 
of irrational fears.... No danger flow- 
ing from speech can be deemed clear 
and present, unless the incidence of 
the evil apprehended is so imminent 
that it may befall before there is op- 
portunity for full discussion.... The 
remedy to be applied is more speech, 
not enforced silence." 

But playing "gotcha," the govern- 
ment has charged Coronado under 
an obscure, anti-First Amendment law 
that makes it "unlawful for any person 
to teach or demonstrate the making or 
use of an explosive, a destructive de- 
vice or a weapon of mass destruction. . . 
with the intent that it be used for, or 
in furtherance of, an activity that con- 
stitutes a federal crime of violence.” 
This law has yet to be challenged on 
constitutional grounds. 

The Department of Justice (DOJ) re- 
portedly has used this law only four 
times — twice now against dissidents. 
In 2003, Sherman Austin, the then- 
20-year-old founder of the anarchist 
website www.raisethefist.com, plead- 
ed guilty to it in order to avoid a pos- 
sible 20-year sentence just for hosting 
and linking to another website on his 
server, which provided crude, Anar- 
chist Cookbook-style information on 
bomb-making (see EF!J November- 
December 2005). The same informa- 
tion is widely available elsewhere. 
Austin otherwise had nothing to do 
with the site he linked to. But accord- 
ing to the government's theory of the 
case, Austin's anarchist beliefs and the 
political content of his website fur- 
nished the requisite intent. Thus, the 
government substituted other speech 
for intent, thereby nullifying the only 
part of the statute that required some- 
thing more than mere speech. Austin 
served one year in prison. So much 
for the First Amendment. 

The arrest of Coronado occurs in the 
midst of a new Green Scare, in which 
the FBI would have us believe that eco- 
saboteurs — who engage in property 
crimes such as arson and vandalism, 
and studiously avoid causing injury 
to people — constitute "the number 
one domestic terrorism threat," as FBI 


Deputy Assistant Director for Coun- 
terterrorism John Lewis told a Senate 
panel on May 18, 2005. Apparently, 
according to the FBI, the threat is 
greater than that posed by neo-Nazis, 
systemically brutal and racist police 
forces or Al-Qaeda. 

Since then, the FBI's Joint Terrorism 
Task Forces — multi-agency units op- 
erating out of every FBI field office — 
have mercilessly harassed numerous 
environmental and animal rights 
activists by conducting paramilitary- 
style raids on their homes; seizing 
computers, papers, photos and other 
personal belongings; subpoenaing 
scores of people to grand jury inqui- 
sitions; engaging in electronic sur- 
veillance; dispatching informants to 
demonstrations; and even planting 
informants in people's homes. 

In January, the DOJ unsealed a 65- 
count indictment against 11 alleged 
eco-saboteurs (the number has since 
grown to 15) accused in a series of ar- 
sons committed under the banner of 

According to the FBI, 
the threat of the ELF 
is greater than that 
posed by neo-Nazis, 
systemically brutal 
and racist police 
forces or Al-Qaeda. 

the Earth Liberation Front (ELF). Even 
though the ELF disavows violence 
and no one was hurt, the government 
has branded them terrorists, thereby 
cheapening a term that, by its very 
mention, affects policies and budgets. 
In some cases, the DOJ is seeking life 
terms for the young activists, while 
the same crimes, if committed to de- 
fraud insurance, would land them a 
few years in prison. 

The Green Scare picks up where 
the Red Scare left off — with the FBI 
bruised and reprimanded by Congress 
for engaging in illegal break-ins, wire- 
taps, frame-ups and even assassina- 
tions of members of targeted political 
continued on next page 
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Farm Struggle in Los 
Angeles Intensifies 

South Central Farmers Feeding 
Families, the stewards of the 14- 
acre community garden site lo- 
cated in the heart of Los Angeles, 
California, were served with an 
eviction notice on March 1 (see 
EF!J January-February 2006). 

The notice from the Los An- 
geles County Sheriff's Office re- 
quired that the site be abandoned 
within a week, yet the largely in- 
digenous and Chicano farmers 
have not left and say they will 
not leave the ground that they 
have cultivated for 13 years. 

Instead, the farmers began 
holding a 24-hour vigil at the 
site, maintaining a weekly pres- 
ence outside City Hall and meet- 
ing with city representatives to 
work for a just resolution. 

Activists around the world, from 
Canada to Zimbabwe, have em- 
braced the South Central struggle. 

Close to $11 million has been 
raised to purchase the farm, and 
the farmers continue working to 
acquire the land and preserve it as 
the refuge of biodiversity, cultural 
diversity and ecological democ- 
racy that it has become. 

Utah Wilderness Blocks 
Nuclear Dump 

In January, the 2007 Defense 
Authorization Bill was signed 
into law, including in it a provi- 
sion to create the Cedar Moun- 
tains Wilderness Area in northern 
Utah. This wilderness area blocks 
the planned route for a 30-mile- 
long railway that would deliver 
high-level radioactive waste to 
the Skull Valley Goshutes Indi- 
an Reservation. The radioactive 
waste dump may still go ahead, 
but it will now be much more 
costly and significantly delayed. 
The Cedar Mountains Wilder- 
ness Area was the brainchild of 
an unlikely coalition of local Re- 
publican congressmen, environ- 
mentalists, anti-nuclear activists 
and Goshutes natives. 
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continued from previous page 
groups. Now, Congress is the enabler 
of such FBI dirty tricks, not so much 
legalizing them as laundering them 
through the passage of flagrantly 
unconstitutional laws like the USA 
PATRIOT Act — reauthorized by Dem- 
ocrats and Republicans alike— and 
the looming, retroactive legalization 
of the National Security Agency's il- 
legal domestic spying program. 

Both the Red Scare and the Green 
Scare fuel and are fueled by a hys- 
terical hatred for a broad political 
philosophy — communism, and now 
anarchism — caricatured as a tangible 
threat casting its shadow over the 
land. Thus, anarchists — a diverse 
group of people from all walks of 
life, who generally agree that most 
government structures are repres- 
sive, that people shouldn't be greedy 
and that we should support one 
another — are reductively drawn as 
bomb-throwing lunatics. Massachu- 
setts Institute of Technology Profes- 
sor Noam Chomsky, who has lobbed 
many books at the public, is an anar- 
chist. George Orwell was one too. 

Also in January, with the arrest of 
three suspected eco-saboteurs in Au- 
burn, California, the FBI revealed 
that it is investigating the "anarchist 
movement,” writ large. Special Agent 
Nasson Walker disclosed in an affida- 
vit that the FBI had embedded a paid 
informant with the suspects, recruit- 
ed when she was only 18 or 19. The 
FBI had dressed her up as a medic and 
dispatched her to participate in nu- 
merous peaceful, large-scale protests. 
Needless to say, most if not all of the 
people she interacted with (politically 
organized with, treated medically and 
lived with) were not plotting crimes 
of violence or sabotage. Yet the FBI 
can claim — with a whiff of legitimacy, 
even — that it has the right to engage 
in such intimate espionage and drag- 
net-style policing because ex-General 
John Ashcroft relaxed the Attorney 
General Guidelines to permit wide- 
spread snooping. Originally created 
to protect the public from repressive 
tactics after the exposure in 1971 
of its COINTELPRO operations, the 
guidelines now permit the FBI "to 
go anywhere the public can go" in 
Ashcroft's words, without any foun- 
dation of suspicion that a crime is 
afoot. Undoubtedly, the FBI did not 


blow "Anna” the informant's cover 
without leaving other agents in the 
field... and in political meetings, in 
decision-making positions in groups 
and in people's homes. 

Agent Walker's affidavit is further 
revealing of the FBI’s backslide into 
politically motivated investigations. It 
references "anarchist" or "anarchism" 
26 times in its mere 14 pages. In it, 



Standing up for 
people’s rights of 
free expression, 
whether one agrees 
or disagrees with 
the message, is 
fundamental to a 
free society. 

the FBI seems obsessed with the an- 
archist "lifestyle," anarchist literature 
and anarchist gatherings. These invo- 
cations of dread anarchism add noth- 
ing to the scales of probable cause. It 
is elemental that a person is not guilty 
by association to an unpopular (or 
popular) cause. But as a public rela- 
tions move — in seeking more consti- 
tutionally suspect laws, higher bails, 
more warrants, longer sentences and 
a bigger chilling effect on progressive 
activists — the government's projec- 
tion of a giant anarchist menace is 
highly effective. 

On January 13, the FBI's David 
Picard plainly admitted on network 
television that the FBI is again in- 
vestigating an entire ideology as if it 
constitutes a domestic security threat. 


"One of our major domestic terrorism 
programs is the ALF, ELF and anar- 
chist movement," he said. "And it's a 
national program for the FBI." Then, 
on March 9, FBI Agent G. Charles 
Rasner revealed at a speech in Texas 
that Food Not Bombs, Indymedia and 
"anarchists" are on an FBI "terrorist 
watch list." 

Against this backdrop, it is clear that 
Arizona Assistant US Attorney Klein- 
dienst, who labeled Rod Coronado a 
"violent anarchist," was not just spout- 
ing personal invective. He was reading 
from the official program. 

Standing up for people's rights of 
free expression, whether one agrees 
or disagrees with the message, is fun- 
damental to a free society. As Chom- 
sky put it in Manufacturing Consent, 
"If you believe in free speech, then 
you defend speech that offends you, 
because to only defend speech that 
you agree with is a function of the 
commissars of Soviet Russia and 
Nazi Germany." 

To convict Rod Coronado, pros- 
ecutors will have to prove that his 
demonstration created a "clear and 
present danger" that it would be used 
toward violent ends, and that he in- 
tended as much. In a rational setting, 
this should not be easy. Coronado's 
audience probably was not com- 
prised of glazed-over Manchurian 
candidates, determined to and ca- 
pable of going out and making vio- 
lent revolution — if ever such a group 
existed. Moreover, the construction 
of an incendiary device from readily 
available materials, such as a plastic 
jug and gasoline, hardly constitutes 
an arcane science. If the term "de- 
structive device" includes items so 
simple to construct, it might turn 
out to be too vague to satisfy consti- 
tutional due-process standards. 

What we know for sure is what the 
government has already told us: This 
trial isn't about Rod Coronado being a 
terrorist. The other thing we know for 
sure is that while real environmental 
terrorism goes unabated, forests re- 
cede, species go extinct, ice caps melt, 
and the sea levels continue to rise. 

Ben Rosenfeld is a civil rights lawyer in 
San Francisco, California, and a board 
member of the Civil Liberties Defense 
Center in Eugene, Oregon. He was one 
of the members of Judi Bari and Darryl 
Chemey's legal team. 
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Sues to Quell Protest 


March 17 marked the end of a 
Strategic Lawsuit Against Public Par- 
ticipation (SLAPP) brought by the Pa- 
cific Lumber (PL) logging corporation 
against forest defenders Kim Starr, 
Jonathan Laine and Kimberly Odom. 
The jury ruled 10 to two in favor of 
the plaintiffs, sticking the defen- 
dants with $2,975 in punitive dam- 
ages — $1,975 for the Scotia Volunteer 
Fire Department (SVFD) and $1,000 
for PL. SLAPP suits are a tactic used 
by industry — extractive industries in 
particular — to seek monetary dam- 
ages from protesters in an attempt 
to overburden them with legal costs 
and other payments, thereby forcing 
them to back down. 

"Further resistance is all the com- 
panies will get from me," announced 
Starr after the verdict, which she plans 
to appeal. 

The SLAPP suit stemmed from an 
August 5, 2002 demonstration at PL 
headquarters in northern California. 
The protest brought attention to PL's 
logging in the Mattole River water- 
shed, and it involved three protesters 
locking themselves to the inside of a 
car parked on the sidewalk in front 
of the PL office. The SVFD arrived 
and covered the car with tarps, cut- 
ting off ventilation to those inside 
on the hot Summer day. The county 
sheriffs then cut off the top of the ve- 
hicle to remove the protesters from 
their lockboxes. 

In court, three PL witnesses claimed 
that they were afraid of a possible 
"ecoterrorist attack" because they saw 
"smoke, steam and liquid" pouring 


out from under the car's hood. Two of 
the three witnesses testified that the 
protest was intimidating and that they 
were scared to go near the lockdown. 
However, video footage presented by 
the defense clearly showed those same 

“Further resistance is all 
the companies will get 
from me,” announced 
Starr after the verdict. 

witnesses talking with protesters at 
the lockdown and exhibiting no signs 
of fear. Additionally, the defense foot- 
age gave no indication of any smoke, 
steam or liquid coming from the car. 
Prosecution witnesses amended some 
of their testimony after reviewing 
the footage in cross-examination. Re- 
gardless of the video proof and the 
amended witness testimony, PL has 
continued to use variations on "ter- 
rorist" in its media campaigns since 
the trial. 

There are currently two other PL 
SLAPP suits pending. One is for forest 
protests that took place in the Mat- 
tole in 2001. The other is for treesit 
removals performed by Eric Schatz 
and his employees while under con- 
tract by PL in March 2003 in the 
Freshwater watershed. 

Since 1987, PL and its parent com- 
pany Maxxam have filed at least six 
SLAPP suits against critics of their 
liquidation logging practices. 
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Oil Industry vs. Alaska 

Alaskan officials announced 
in early March that more than 
200,000 gallons of crude oil had 
leaked out of a pipeline at Prudhoe 
Bay, causing the largest oil spill to 
date on the state's North Slope. 
The spill, which went undetected 
for several days, covered almost 
two acres of Alaskan tundra. The 
environmental impact of the acci- 
dent is currently unknown. 

This oil spill came only two 
months after the Bush adminis- 
tration opened up the entire Tes- 
hekpuk Lake Special Area to oil 
and gas exploration, as well as for 
drilling. The 4.6-million-acre area 
is located immediately west of the 
Prudhoe Bay oil fields and pro- 
vides vital habitat for migratory 
birds, caribou and other wildlife. 

According to Stan Senner, exec- 
utive director of Audubon Alaska, 
“This plan is utterly unbalanced: 
Even the Reagan administration 
protected the waterfowl habitat 
around Teshekpuk Lake because 
of its world-class ecological and 
cultural value." 

Tropical Forests Encourage 
Biodiversity Says Study 

In January, a study published 
in Science showed that nature en- 
courages biodiversity by favoring 
the growth of less common trees 
in tropical forests. More than 30 
ecologists from 12 countries stud- 
ied seven undisturbed tropical for- 
est plots. Each forest was unique, 
ranging from dense rainforests to 
more open, arid forests. 

The scientists agreed that rare 
trees may have an advantage in 
these forests because they are less 
susceptible to animals, fungi and 
micro-organisms that prey on more 
common trees. Additionally, the 
uncommon trees do not have the 
same resource needs as the more 
common ones. Trees in monocul- 
ture forests are increasingly vulner- 
able to disease and predators, and 
they must also compete with one 
another for resources. 
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Green is the New 

How the Government Landed a Terrorism 
Conviction for Nonviolent Animal Activists 



by Will Potter 

In the 1940s and '50s, labeling people "Communist" 
could drag them before Senate hearings, place them on 
blacklists and ruin their lives. During the Red Scare, proof 
of spying for a foreign power rarely mattered. Instead, 
Senator Joseph McCarthy and others paralyzed an entire 
political movement by demonizing anyone who had any 
connection to the Communist Party, either ideologically 
or personally. The Red Scare was less about evidence than 
public relations. 

Now, Green is the new Red. 

On March 2, six activists were convicted on various ani- 
mal enterprise terrorism charges for campaigning to shut 
down a vivisection lab. Andrew Stepanian and Darius 
Fullmer were both convicted on one charge — conspiracy to 
violate the Animal Enterprise Protection Act (AEPA). Each 
faces up to three years in prison. Joshua Harper was con- 
victed on two counts — conspiracy to violate the AEPA and 
conspiracy to harass using a telecommunications device. 
He faces up to four years in prison. Jacob Conroy, Lauren 
Gazzola and Kevin Jonas were convicted on six counts, in- 
cluding conspiracy to violate the AEPA. They face up to 10 
years in prison each. On June 7, they will be sentenced. All 
six individuals are planning to appeal the conviction. 

Their crime? Running a website, which was shut down 
following the verdict. They posted news about the cam- 
paign — legal actions like protests and illegal ones like lib- 
erating animals from labs — and unabashedly supported 
all of it. Since the feds haven't been able to catch the sab- 
oteurs, they're cracking down on those in the spotlight. 
Think red-baiting, with a green twist. It's a sign of what 
has become the most frightening new front in the War on 
Terror: guilt by ideological association. 

These activists work with Stop Huntingdon Animal Cru- 
elty (SHAC), the seventh defendant in the case and an in- 
ternational organization with the sole purpose of closing 
Huntingdon Life Sciences (HLS). HLS has labs in New Jersey 
and England, and five undercover investigations have shown 
workers punching beagle puppies in the face, dissecting live 
monkeys and falsifying scientific data. 

SHAC has brought the multinational company to its 
knees, primarily through a Wall Street-level knowledge of 
how corporations operate. The SHAC website schooled ac- 
tivists in business savvy, with primers on investors, market 
makers and pink sheets. It also listed home and work ad- 
dresses for those associated with companies doing business 
with HLS, from banks on down to toilet paper suppliers. 

Activists have taken to the streets, the phones and execu- 
tives' homes with bullhorns, phone blockades and plenty 
of smart-ass, aggressive rhetoric. Illegal actions have taken 


place as well, ranging from crude pranks to ominous threats. 
It all got posted on the SHAC website. 

It's worked. The lab now teeters on the brink of economic 
collapse, after more than 160 companies — including Marsh 
Inc., UPS and FedEx — pulled out. HLS was dropped from 
the New York Stock Exchange in 2000 and delisted from the 
London Stock Exchange in 2001 . < , 

So how did the government do it? How was a landmark 
grassroots campaign turned into "terrorism?" The govern- 
ment took the "you're either with us or against us" rhetoric 
of the War on Terror — the same mentality as the Red Scare — 
and applied it to animal rights activists. If activists don't 
prove they are "with us" by condemning sabotage, then 
they are clearly "against us" and one with the "terrorists.” 

SHAC has never tried to be in the "with us" camp. News 
of illegal actions posted on the SHAC website came with 
tongue-in-cheek commentary (think Nelson from The Simp- 
sons pointing and laughing). Posted actions included sub- 
scribing a CEO to pornography magazines, setting off stink 
bombs in corporate offices and paint-stripping cars. They 
were sometimes crude (calling a CEO's church and accusing 
him of fondling children) and often ominous (phrases like 
"we know where you live" appear in many communiques). 

SHAC put itself out on a limb by vigorously defending di- 
rect action, even as groups like the Humane Society of the US 
and the Sierra Club condemned underground groups to win 
political points. The FBI then started sawing at that limb. 

Take the testimony of FBI Deputy Assistant Director 
John Lewis before a Senate committee last year. "SHAC's 
overriding goal is to put HLS out of business, by what- 
ever means necessary — even by violent means," he said. 
"SHAC has used a variety of tactics... including bombings, 
death threats and vandalism." 

A few breaths later, though, he said that "when these 
companies or individuals are threatened or attacked, it 
is not necessarily the work of SHAC itself. There may be 
overlap in membership in extremist movements." When 
illegal actions are claimed by independent organizations, 
it is "most likely an attempt by animal rights extremists to 
continue the SHAC campaign while appearing to distance 
themselves from the SHAC organization. However, while 
the SHAC organization attempts to portray itself merely as 
an information service or media outlet, it is closely aligned 
with these groups, as well as with the Animal Liberation 
Front." By "closely aligned," Lewis must have meant ideo- 
logically, because the defendants have never been accused 
of any of the actions they posted on their website. 

The government indictment alleged that, by posting the 
articles, the defendants incited further illegal action and 
aimed to cause "physical disruption to the functioning of 
HLS, an animal enterprise, and intentionally damage and 
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Stop Huntingdon Animal Cruelty activists outside the New Jersey courthouse 


cause the loss of property used by HLS." 

The courts have consistently said that the First Amend- 
ment protects even the most inflammatory speech. The 
general threshold is the standard set in Brandenburg vs. 
Ohio: tough talk is fine unless it is likely to result in im- 
minent, lawless action. 

The SHAC website included a lot of posturing, but it 
didn't go as far as civil rights activist Charles Evers did in 
1966 when he urged a Mississippi crowd to boycott white 
businesses with the words, "If we catch any of you going 
in any of them racist stores, we're gonna break your damn 
neck." The Supreme Court found that speech to be consti- 
tutionally protected. 

Websites have limits, of course. In 2002, a federal ap- 
peals court ruled that the First Amendment did not pro- 
tect a website called "The Nuremberg Files," which posted 
pictures of doctors who performed abortions and crossed 
off the names of three of them as they were killed. That's 
a far cry from SHAC posting a communique from "Pirates 
for Animal Liberation," claiming responsibility for sinking 
a yacht that belonged to a Bank of New York executive. 

Those pirates are in murky water when it comes to ques- 
tions of how much they were motivated by SHAC's web- 
site. They may have looked up an address on the site, or 
they may have used that old-fashioned listing of names 
and addresses: a phonebook. 

Strategic Forecasting (Stratfor), a "global intelligence" 
company praised by Fortune for its research, explained it 
like this. There are three legs to the SHAC campaign: ille- 
gal activists (the smallest group), legal activists (with signs 
and bullhorns) and passive sympathizers (opposed to ani- 
mal cruelty but not sure how to help). "Since there is no 
formal membership," Stratfor states, "the numbers are in 
no way fixed — anyone can wake up tomorrow, read about 
SHAC on the Internet and engage in an activity that night 


that propels them directly into the first tier." True, SHAC 
may inspire illegal activity. But, notes Stratfor, so may 
the conviction. "Ultimately, the conviction of the SHAC 
7 could serve to inspire more illegal activity, rather than 
less, and the trend could spread to involve larger numbers 
of groups and industries." 

Animal rights activists won't be backing down and nei- 
ther will big business. Corporations have been pushing 
the government to crack down on "ecoterrorists" since 
they lobbied to criminalize "animal enterprise terrorism” 
as part of the AEPA. The SHAC case has only whetted their 
appetites. Underground activists have claimed credit for 
more than 1,200 criminal incidents since 1990, according 
to the FBI, and there are 150 pending "ecoterror" investi- 
gations. As David Martosko of the Center for Consumer 
Freedom, an industry lobby group, said after the SHAC 7 
conviction: "This is just the starting gun." Corporations 
will keep the pressure on lawmakers and the FBI to catch 
the saboteurs. And if the feds are either too lazy or too 
incompetent to score arrests of "ecoterrorists," they'll go 
after the next best thing: aboveground activists with the 
same goals and the guts to say so. 

In this post-9/11 climate, evidence matters less than 
rhetoric and fear. The "War on Communism" operated 
under similar terms. If citizens didn't "name names," they 
were clearly "against us." Witch hunts will test the back- 
bone of social movements, just as they did 60 years ago. 
It's up to activists to stand with the defendants, not be- 
cause we're black-mask-wearing animal liberationists, but 
because we know that we could be the next Communists. 

I mean, terrorists. 

Will Potter is a reporter based in Washington, DC. He has writ- 
ten for The Chicago Tribune, The Dallas Morning News, In 
These Times and other publications. His writings on civil liberties 
and the War on Terror can be found at www.willpotter.com. 
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PAPUA 



AGAINST GOLD MINING 



by Skyler Simmons 

More than 1,000 students have been 
forced into hiding in the mountains 
surrounding Jayapura, the capital of 
Indonesia's Papua province, following 
weeks of escalating protests that have 
led to several deaths. The students have 
been protesting abuses by New Or- 
leans-based Freeport-McMoRan's gold 
mining operations in Papua. Freeport 
runs the largest open pit mine in the 
world on indigenous Papuan territory. 
The mine has been fiercely resisted 
throughout its 30 years of operation 
by the indigenous tribes who see little 
of the wealth produced there and who 
are being forced to live amongst its 
toxic tailings and runoff. 

The first in a wave of anti-Freeport 
protests began at the entrance to the 
massive Grasberg mine on Febru- 
ary 22. Approximately 500 Papuans, 
many armed with bows, arrows and 



handmade spears, blocked the mine 
entrance after five people digging 
through mine tailings were shot by 
security personnel the previous day. 
Those shot were part of a larger group 
of locals who attempt to make a living 
by gleaning flakes of gold from mining 
waste that the company dumps. 

The mine was shut down for four 
days by both the blockade and by 
striking Papuans who work at the site. 
The protest, however, was not without 


significant confrontations. Two secu- 
rity guards were injured in clashes, and 
a pipeline from the mine that dumps 
waste into a nearby river was sabo- 
taged. Local residents commented that 
it was the first time that they had seen 
the river run clear in years. 

In response to the mine company 
attacks, Benny Wenda, a Koteki trib- 
al leader living in exile in England, 
issued a statement proclaiming, "The 
Freeport mining company already has 
the blood of my people on its hands. 
The company must take responsibil- 
ity for all of the deaths and pain it has 
caused since 1967, and it must with- 
draw from our land." 

These protests come on the heels of 
new evidence that Freeport paid hun- 
dreds of thousands of dollars to various 
Indonesian military generals to ensure 
that opposition was crushed. Since the 
Indonesian government took control 
of the island in 1963, nearly 100,000 




Lockdown at British Airport Headquarters 

On the morning of April 3, employees of the British 
Airport Authority (BAA) were greeted by protesters from 
the direct-action group Campaign Plane Stupid, who were 
locked down to the front door and stairway of BAA head- 
quarters in Middlesex, England. Six protesters blocked the 
office's main entrance and unfurled a banner that said: 
"No to Airport Expansion." The lockdown lasted nearly 
two-and-a-half-hours before the activists were arrested for 
aggravated trespass. 

This action was spurred by the BAA's plan to add a 
third runway to Heathrow Airport, which would cause 
700 homes to be destroyed and increase air traffic from 
475,000 to 700,000 flights per year (see EF!J March-April 
2006). It also marked the airport’s 60th anniversary. 

"In 60 years, Heathrow has grown from being a small, 
local airport into a climate-change factory. BAA's plan to 
expand the airport further puts it in the premier league of 
climate-change criminals. BAA can be assured, today's ac- 
tion is just the start of our direct-action campaign to stop 
airport expansion," announced Joss Garman of Campaign 
Plane Stupid. 


Fur-Fashioned Hilton "Flour Bombed" 

On February 14, People for the Ethical Treatment of 
Animals (PETA) used designer Julien McDonald's London 
Fashion Week as a staging ground for an anti-fur protest. 
Flour in hand, the protesters waited as hotel heiress, so- 
cialite and model Paris Hilton arrived, pelting her and Mc- 
Donald with flour bombs. McDonald has previously been 
quoted as saying, "Fuck the animals." 

PETA spokesperson Yvonne Taylor declared, "McDonald 
may have been able to ignore images of bloody skinned 
animals gasping for breath in the past, but hopefully a 
dash of flour will help him rise to the occasion and forsake 
fur once and for all." 

ALF Targets Backers of Oxford Lab 

In March, the Animal Liberation Front (ALF) claimed 
responsibility for three attacks on cell-phone tower trans- 
mitters in England. Wiring on the towers was cut and the 
cooling systems wrecked. The towers are owned by Voda- 
fone, which was targeted for its financial support of Ox- 
ford University. Oxford is currently planning to expand its 
research facility that participates in animal testing. 
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Papuans have been killed and countless 
more tortured in their struggle for inde- 
pendence and environmental justice. 

Several days after villagers shut down 
the Grasberg mine, resistance to Free- 
port erupted once again. Hundreds of 
students chanting "Close Freeport!" 
clashed with police in the Indone- 
sian capital of Jakarta. The protesters 
managed to break through police lines, 
smashing windows and furniture in the 
building that houses Freeport's Indone- 
sian headquarters. Police soon gained 
the upper hand by deploying a water 
cannon and sending out snatch squads 
to make arrests. Several protesters were 
arrested, and it is feared that they are 
being tortured while in custody. 

On March 16, a riot broke out in 
Jayapura when students took to the 
streets demanding that Freeport close 
its mine. Serious street fighting broke 
out when undercover police started 
shooting into the crowd with rubber 
bullets and live ammunition. In re- 
sponse, the crowd fought back with 
sticks and machetes, beating four po- 
lice officers and one Indonesian intel- 
ligence officer to death. 

It is believed that more than 20 stu- 
dents were shot, though a full casualty 
count has not yet been compiled. Now 


more than 1,000 students, many with 
serious injuries, are hiding in the for- 
ests around Jayapura, fearing violent 
reprisals from the Indonesian military 
and paramilitary groups. Local student 
association spokesperson Hans Magel 
said that the students are starting to 
go hungry and that many are in des- 
perate need of medical care. "It's an 
emergency situation," he said from a 
cell phone while in hiding. 

It does not appear that the opposi- 
tion to Freeport's mining operations 
is subsiding. Just a week after violence 
broke out in Jayapura, a Freeport min- 
ing camp on the island of Sumbawa 
was torched by locals. In response, 
Freeport has temporarily suspended 
all extraction on the island. 

EFIers in the UK have been doing 
solidarity work with Papuans fighting 
Freeport-McMoRan's mining activities 
and other injustices in their homeland 
for several years now. 

Let Freeport know what you think, 
contact Freeport-McMoRan Copper & 
Gold Inc., 1615 Poydras St, New Or- 
leans, LA 70112; (800) 535-7094. 

Skyler Simmons hopes the next hurri- 
cane skips the lower Ninth Ward of New 
Orleans and heads straight for Freeport- 
McMoRan's headquarters. 



Freeport-McMoRan's Crashers Nine 


Vodafone was one of nearly 100 donors to Oxford who 
received letters from the ALF warning them to cut ties with 
the university. The letter stated that unless funding ceases, 
the homes of directors and employees will be targeted and 
offices vandalized. Anti-vivisection campaigners have al- 
ready forced a 16-month delay in construction. 

Women Damage Eucalyptus Plantation 

Two thousand rural workers from the international 
movement Via Campesino occupied land owned by the 
Aracruz Cellulose company in the south of Brazil for two 
hours on March 8. While there, the crowd of women de- 
stroyed the company's laboratory along with one million 
eucalyptus plants. 

A Via Campesino representative stated that the occupa- 
tion set out to denounce the environmental and social con- 
sequences of eucalyptus mono-cultivation. Via Campesino 
coordinates rural worker movements in the Americas, Asia, 
Africa and Europe. 

The protest coincided with the UN Food and Agricul- 
ture Organization's conference on agrarian reform in Porto 
Alegre, which hosted participants from around the world. 

Aracruz is the world's largest producer of bleached eucalyp- 
tus pulp, which is used to manufacture paper products. It has 


continued to expand its eucalyptus plantations by clearcut- 
ting the Tupinikim indigenous peoples' ancestral lands. 

Pathetic Plan Procures Poop Pie 

On March 11, Shelly Doak, director of animal industry 
for the Maine Department of Agriculture, and Dr. Don 
Hoenig, the state veterinarian, were pied by two protesters 
at the end of a meeting with farmers in Ellsworth, Maine. 
The meeting was held to discuss a controversial livestock- 
identification tracking plan. 

Doak and Hoenig were targeted as a result of their 
support for legislation that would make both small and 
large-scale farmers tag all of their animals with microchip 
tracking devices. Opponents of the legislation have called 
it invasive, insulting and ineffective. 

"This is for big money,” Dan Huisjen of Brooksville, 
Maine, said of the proposed law. Looking around the room, 
he added, "And we don't have big money to put into this. 
These are the people that this is going to destroy." 

The pies, which contained manure and wood shavings, 
were flung with enough force that the spray from hitting 
Doak and Hoenig also struck several of the attendees and 
splattered against the walls. No one was injured in the in- 
cident, and both pie-wielders escaped. 
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Save Happy Valley! 


Resisting Coal in New Zealand 


by Asher 

On January 28, on the West Coast of Te Wai Pounamu 
(South Island) of Aotearoa (New Zealand), 75 people marched 
into a place called Happy Valley to begin the occupation of 
a proposed opencast coal mine site. The occupation, which 
continues today, is being organized by the Save Happy Val- 
ley Coalition (SHVC). 

Happy Valley is a remote area relatively untouched by hu- 
man "civilization." The valley itself is a unique sub-alpine, 
coal-measure wetlands that is home to 13 endangered spe- 
cies, including the giant carnivorous snail Powelliphanta 
patrickensis. Only 1,000 of these snails remain, almost all 
in areas that state-owned Solid Energy plans to mine. As 
part of its environmental "mitigation" plan, Solid Energy 
intends to capture, remove and relocate both snails and 
great spotted kiwi from the valley prior to mining. Kiwi, 
small flightless birds that serve as New Zealand's national 
icon, are significantly threatened and stand to lose pris- 
tine habitat if the mine proceeds. 

In May 2005, Solid Energy completed the legal process 
required for the mine to move forward. Since then, SHVC 
has stepped up its activity, with new groups forming 
around the country to engage in awareness-raising and 
direct action. 

SHVC utilizes creative action. In addition to several 
campouts at Happy Valley itself, the group has organized 
a treesit near Solid Energy's existing Stockton mine (next 
door to Happy Valley), dug up Solid Energy's front lawn 
while "looking for coal" at its headquarters in Christchurch 
and released 150 inflatable kiwi at a park in Wellington, 
where they were duly kicked around by Solid Energy "min- 
ers." In December, members of SHVC dressed as Father 
Christmas and his elves and presented Solid Energy with 
a load of coal. 

Several higher profile actions have also taken place. In 
August, two SHVC members locked onto train tracks just 
outside the port of Lyttelton, from which coal is shipped 
overseas. A third person hung from a tree, 100 feet above 
the ground, with their support ropes attached to the tracks. 
This action stopped coal trains from reaching the port. The 
three were initially threatened with a reparation claim of 


$150,000 from Solid Energy, but the climate destroyers lat- 
er withdrew the claim when faced with negative publicity. 
New Zealand uses virtually no coal for its own energy de- 
mands, with hydro-electricity and wind schemes meeting 
the vast majority of energy needs. The coal from Happy 
Valley would be exported to China for steel production. 

In February, three SHVCers scaled the roof of Solid Ener- 
gy's 50-foot-high headquarters in the middle of the night. 
Evading regular security checks and an unexpected visit 
from a cleaning person, they remained there overnight. The 
next morning, Solid Energy's staff asked the media present 
why they were filming the roof of the building. The answer 
soon became apparent as a large banner reading "Save Hap- 
py Valley! Stop Solid Energy!" was unfurled, followed by 
two rappelling protesters with a second banner suspended 
between them. Police ended up smashing through a bar- 
ricaded rooftop door in order to remove them. 

Much of SHVC's energy has gone to the occupation since 
it began in late January. Perched in one of the few rocky 
outcrops above the wetlands are a handful of tents and 
structures built from wood and tarps. So far, the weather 
has been fairly kind, but Winter will soon hit in full force. 
On the West Coast, that means incessant driving rain 
(sometimes non-stop for weeks), hail and snow. SHVC is 
steadily making a number of improvements to the camp 
to ensure that campers remain happy and healthy in the 
valley until the mine is stopped. 

Early on in the occupation, security guards acting for 
Solid Energy made a number of appearances at the camp 
and elsewhere in the valley in a blatant attempt to intimi- 
date campers. Two men in army-style fatigues and with 
high-tech electronic gear were once spotted on a ridge- 
line overlooking the campsite. The occupation continues, 
however, and SHVC is not going to let Solid Energy's thug- 
gish tactics deter us from saving this incredible place. 

SHVC is continuing to plan, strategize and take action. 
Public support for our campaign is building, and we will 
win. Stop Solid Energy! Save Happy Valley! 

For more information, visit www.savehappyvalley.org.nz. 

Asher is a Jewish anarchist from Aotearoa who likes seeing 
Weka (a native bird) in the clouds everywhere he goes. He is sick 
to death of being called a hippy. 
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Earth First! 
Round River 
Rendezvous 



Appalachia Hising 

July 3-10 


by Katuah Earth First! 

In 1994, ya'll helped us take over the Watts Bar nuclear 
power plant construction site. In 2000, ya'll came back, 
and we occupied A1 Gore's presidential campaign office in 
his home state. Well, it's 2006, and we're starting to get a 
little lonely down here in the mountains, so we thought 
we'd throw all of you fine folks a little party. That's right: 
Katuah Earth First! (KEF!) is hosting the 26th annual 
Round River Rendezvous (RRR). 

For those of you not familiar with the area, the Katuah 
bioregion is located in the heart of the southern Appala- 
chian Mountains. Not only are these some of the oldest 
mountains in the world, they are also home to one of the 
most biologically diverse temperate forests on our planet. 
Everything from bobcats and bears to copperheads and 
flying squirrels live out their lives under a diverse canopy 
of oaks, tulip poplars, sourwoods, hemlocks and big-leaf 
magnolias. Running through every holler and valley are 
cool, clear streams that are filled with salamanders, craw- 
dads and trout. If that's not enough for you, Katuah also 
holds some of the largest, most pristine wilderness areas 
on the East Coast. 

Many of the folks who inhabit these mountains have 
lived here for generations and maintain a close connec- 
tion to the land. They still depend on wild foods such as 
ramps, chicken of the woods, blackberries and wild game 
to supplement their diets. And there is still many an old- 
timer who heads out each Fall to dig ginseng, goldenseal 
and other medicinal roots. 

But not everything is peachy in Katuah these days. Just 
when you think you've found paradise, someone's gotta 
shit on your doorstep. 

The forests, having nearly recovered from intensive log- 
ging during the 1800s and early 1900s, were met with a new 
threat in the '90s: chipmills. These voracious consumers of 
trees have popped up all over southern Appalachia like sca- 
bies at a Rainbow Gathering, greatly intensifying the rate 
at which our southeastern forests are being logged. This 
new wave of industrial logging has been met with stiff 
resistance and direct action by KEF!. 

However, one of the worst threats to the area goes be- 
yond clearcuts. The corporations and their lackeys have 


begun to blast the entire tops off of our mountains to get 
their greedy hands on the thin seams of coal beneath the 
surface. Through this process, known as mountaintop re- 
moval (MTR), we have seen hundreds of square miles of 
our lush mountains blasted into flattened moonscapes — 
the biological equivalent of a parking lot. On top of this, 
more than 1,000 miles of our life-giving streams have 
been buried by mining "overburden" (i.e., the remnants 
of a mountaintop after blasting), not to mention the 
miles of stream rendered uninhabitable by toxic mine 
runoff. To put it bluntly, MTR is the "final solution" 
for the mountains we call home. Trees can grow back, 
mountains cannot. 

With Smoky Mountain National Park ranking sec- 
ond only to Los Angeles in smog levels on some Sum- 
mer days, air pollution is clearly a major threat to the 
Katuah bioregion (thanks Tennessee Valley Authority!). 
And the government wants to build two roads in and 
near the park. The first one, the North Shore Road, is 
a proposed 34-mile incursion into the park, the larg- 
est roadless area in the East. This road would endanger 
more than 100 mountain streams and open up one of 
our finest wilderness areas to cars and their accompa- 
nying pollution. To add insult to injury, a couple of 
politicians from Georgia have proposed the new Inter- 
state 3, which would run from Savannah, Georgia, to 
Knoxville, Tennessee. One of the main justifications for 
this highway is the almighty need to facilitate tourism 
in the area. Not only does the proposed route flank the 
park's southern border and ruin a prime stretch of the 
Appalachian Trail, it would also require blasting sev- 
eral mountains and displacing a number of mountain 
communities. 

Lastly, as if KEF! didn't have our hands full enough 
with the US Forest Service's timber sales, these assholes 
now want to privatize several thousand acres of our na- 
tional forests. The Southeast is getting hit particularly 
hard by this program, which is being billed as a way to 
fund rural schools. KEF! plans to fight this new privatiza- 
tion program tooth and nail. 

Well, that's the lowdown on what's happening here in 
Katuah. We hope you can come on down for the RRR and 
help us raise some hell! 
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The Nitty-Gritty 

What to Expect at 
This Year's MM 




KEF! has got a jam-packed week 
of workshops, skillshares, hiking, 
swimming and howlin' around the 
campfire in store for you. This year's 
RRR will be held in the coal-bearing 
mountains that straddle the Ken- 
tucky-Virginia border. That's right, 
we'll be camping in King Coal's back- 
yard. We figured you gotta stay close 
to your enemy. Don't worry though, 
we're not going to make you camp 
in an abandoned strip mine. There 
is still plenty of beautiful, untouched 
wilderness in these parts. 

That said, KEF! is really hoping to 
use this RRR to turn up the heat on 
the coal companies tearing apart our 
mountains. 

Mine-site tours are being planned 
so that you can see firsthand what 
King Coal is doing to our land. We'll 
be having lots of locals stopping by to 
tell their stories of the terror they live 
with under the wrath of coal compa- 
nies, as well as sharing stories of their 
resistance to coal mining. 

KEF! is also hoping to keep the mo- 
mentum going on new projects that 
were started at this year's EF! Orga- 
nizers' Conference. Folks from Latin 
America, as well as other parts of the 
world, will be present to continue to 
foster the international network of 
EF!ers. If you know any internation- 
al ecological activists who would 
be interested in attending, throw a 



fundraiser and get them over here. 
KEF! is also in need of funds to make 
sure that this international compo- 
nent of EF! gatherings continues. 

This RRR will include the second 
meeting of the EF! Climate Cau- 
cus, which was born in the swamps 
of south Florida in February. For 
those of you interested in organiz- 
ing a kick-ass direct-action campaign 
against climate change, this is the 
place to be. 

Of course, there will be the usual 
milieu of workshops this Summer. 
While we're not going to promise 
you anything as controversial (or 
interactive) as the 2000 Fight Club, 
we do have quite a few engaging 
presentations for you. Some of the 
planned workshops are: stealth and 
evasion, edible and medicinal plant 
walks, fighting Plan Puebla Panama, 
deep ecology, 1-69 superhighway, 
hunt sabbing, sexism in the move- 
ment, state repression and prisoner 
support, primitive living skills and a 
history of resistance in Appalachia. 
If you are interested in doing a work- 
shop, please get in touch with us. 

You can expect plenty of fun and 
games too, including bioregional 
competitions, an EF! raffle, the War- 
rior Poets Society's "Night to Flowl," 
a square dance and the annual EF! 
rally with rockin' musicians, fiery 
speakers and a whole lot of fun. 

We are also planning to have child- 
care and activities for kids, so bring 
your youngens. But please keep in 
mind that the RRR is not the place 
for dogs, so leave them at home. 


What to Bring 

•An open mind 

•Food (there may not be a communal 
kitchen) 

•Cooking gear 

•Cups, plates, bowls, silverware 
•Sweatshirt or jacket 
•Rain gear 
•Camping gear 

•Some sort of personal water purifica- 
tion system (iodine tablets, filter, etc.) 
•Insect repellent, if that's your thing 
(though please keep in mind that any 
toxins you bring will end up in our 
ecosystem) 

•Non-detergent soap 

•An affinity group (if you have one) 'cuz 

KEF! is planning some fun for ya'll! 

Special Note 

The organizers of this year's RRR 
are trying to make the gathering a 
safe space. We want to create a space 
as free from oppression as possible, 
where everybody feels comfortable. 
To make this happen, sexist remarks 
or behavior will not be tolerated. The 
same goes for incidences of racism, 
homophobia, transphobia and sexual 
assault. Basically, while you're enjoy- 
ing life in beautiful southern Appala- 
chia, please keep in mind how your 
behavior could have an impact on 
others. There will be a conflict resolu- 
tion team on hand to deal with these 
issues and others. They will be identi- 
fied at each morning circle. 

For more information, directions or 
to make a donation, contact Katuah EF!, 
POB 1485, Asheville, NC 28802; (866) 
411-8016; katuahef@wildmail .com; 
www.katuahearthfirst.org. 
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Companies Responsible for Leveling Appalachia 

They're Everywhere... 

Massey Energy Company 
The fourth largest coal company in 
the US, Massey Energy is public en- 
emy number one in West Virginia. 

Massey is a notorious destroyer of 
mountains, unions and communities. 

It is also busy tearing up Kentucky 
and Virginia. 

POB 26765 
Richmond, VA 23261 
(804) 788-1800 
www.masseyenergyco.com 

Arch Coal, Inc. 

Not to be outdone by Massey, Arch 
Coal is infamous for its MTR opera- 
tions in Kentucky and West Virginia. 

One City Place Dr) Ste 300 
St Louis, MO 63141 
(314) 994-2700 
www.archcoal.com 

Peabody Energy 

KEF! got a great laugh last 
year when these lowlifes sent a letter 
begging us not to protest Peabody 
Energy because it doesn't do MTR 
in Appalachia. While this is true, 

Peabody is still polluting our moun- 
tains with its deep mining and coal 
processing. And, of course, we will 
not forget the genocide Peabody is 
profiting from on Black Mesa, not to 
mention the fact that it runs one of 
the only strip mines in Venezuela. 

Nice try assholes! 

701 Market St 
St Louis, MO 63101 
(314) 342-3400 
pr@peabodyenergy.com 
www.peabodyenergy.com 

National Coal Corporation 

National Coal runs the only MTR mine 
in Tennessee, with more locations pro- 
posed both there and in Kentucky. It 
currently has a lawsuit against several 
KEF! activists for daring to protest its 
destructive mining. 

8915 George Williams Rd 
Knoxville, TN 37923 
(865) 690-6900 
(865) 691-9982 (fax) 
www.nationalcoal.com 




A & G Coal Corporation 

A&G Coal is tearing apart southwest- 
ern Virginia with its mining opera- 
tions. The company's claim to fame 
comes from murdering three-year-old 
Jeremy Davidson in his sleep, after one 
of A&G's operators knocked a boulder 
down a mountain and into the David- 
son home in August 2004. 

6250 Crest Dr 
Wise, VA 24293 
(276) 328-5176 
and 

1400 Roda Rd 
Appalachia, VA 24216 

International Coal Group 

International Coal made interna- 
tional headlines in January after kill- 
ing 12 miners, a result of numerous 
safety violations at its Sago deep mine 
in West Virginia. It also runs several 
strip mines throughout Kentucky. 
2000 Ashland Dr 
Ashland, KY 41101 
(606) 920-7400 
www.intlcoal.com 

Tennessee Valley Authority 

The Tennessee Valley Authority runs 
1 1 polluting coal power plants in the 
Southeast. It is a major purchaser of 
MTR coal from Massey, Arch and 
National Coal. 

400 W Summit Hill Dr 
Knoxville, TN 37902-1499 
(865) 632-2101 
www.tva.gov 


Teco Coal Corporation 

Busy ripping apart southeastern Ken- 
tucky, Teco Coal has terrorized one 
community so intensely that a resi- 
dent committed suicide rather than 
live in the shadow of Teco's mines. 
200 Allison Blvd 
Corbin, KY 40701 
www.tecocoal.com 

American Electric Power 

As the largest generator of electricity 
in the US, American Electric Power is 
a notorious polluter and major pur- 
chaser of MTR coal. 

One Riverside Plaza 
Columbus, OH 43215-2372 
(614) 716-1000 
www.aep.com 

Wellington Management 
Company 

Wellington is a major investor in 
Massey and Arch. Enough said. It also 
has offices in Atlanta, Chicago, San 
Francisco and Pennsylvania. 

75 State St 
Boston, MA 02109 
(617) 951-5000 
www.wellington.com 

The Vanguard Group 

The Vanguard Group is a major inves- 
tor in Massey and Arch. 

455 Devon Park Dr 
Wayne, PA 19087-1815 

and So Are We? 
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Join the 

Uprising Against 
Mountaintop Removal 



By now, we are all familiar with the battle against moun- 
taintop removal that is raging in the mountains of south- 
ern Appalachia (see EF!J November-December 2005). This 
is a battle for the land and the life-sustaining ecosystems 
that are so important to the human and animal inhabit- 
ants of the region. Mountaintop removal hasn't stopped 
and neither has the resistance to it by local Appalachians 
and transplanted activists who have made these valleys 
their home. 

Mountaintop removal is the ultimate destruction; once 
these mountains are gone, they are gone forever. Now is the 
time to fight. We are all affected, and we are all responsible. 
As climate change becomes a growing concern, we must 
look at the causes. 

Coal burning produces 
more carbon dioxide 
than any other fuel. 

Whichever way you 
wash it, pulverize it or 
scrub it, coal — from its 
extraction to its end 
use — remains a dirty, 
dangerous, polluting 
source of energy. 

Last year, southern 
Appalachians hosted a 
Summer of resistance 
called Mountain Jus- 
tice Summer (MJS). 

MJS traveled to areas 
afflicted by mountaintop removal, where it organized 
community-building events, delivered information to 
residents, and protested investors, coal companies and 
government officials. All of this was successful in many 
ways, bringing corporate media attention to help coalfield 
residents have a voice. But mountaintop removal still rages 
on. And that's where you come in. 

MJS 2006 is calling on all current and former residents 
of Appalachia, traveling activists, artists, musicians, and 
human rights and environmental activists to join us on 
the frontlines in defending the world's most productive 
and biologically diverse temperate forest ecosystem. 

This year, in order to promote closer ties to the land we 
are defending, people are encouraged to pick one region 
to work in for most or all of the Summer. Each region is 
in a very different stage of mountaintop removal and the 
struggle against the destruction. There's West Virginia, 


where huge chunks of the southern part of the state are 
completely decimated; southwestern Virginia and Ken- 
tucky, where mountaintop removal has been destroying 
the landscape for nearly as long; and Tennessee, where 
mountains have yet to be leveled. In each of these re- 
gions, MJS activists are being asked to come and support 
the locals in their struggles against King Coal. Through- 
out the Summer, there will be coordinated actions between 
regions and opportunities for people to come together. 
However, for the most part, there will be more regional 
autonomy than last year. 

The battle will be fought by individuals in the field doing 
water testing, listening projects and media work, attending 

hearings, demonstrat- 
ing and performing 
guerrilla theater. The 
current political cli- 
mate in many of 
these regions is com- 
pletely controlled by 
the coal companies. 
Long-time mountain 
defenders have been 
given death threats, 
run off the road and 
even had guns fired 
at their homes. While 
wanting to escalate 
tactics, it is important 
for all newcomers to 
the region to listen carefully to the wishes and desires of 
local residents in fighting this battle. 

Anyone who's interested in coming down for MJS this 
year should begin planning now. Please contact the place 
where you wish to work in order to figure out how to 
best become involved and to arrange housing and food — 
the sooner the better. MJS is also in need of funds, so if 
you're thinking of coming, you're encouraged to begin 
fundraising in your own region. 

King Coal is a superpower. Its reign reaches everywhere. 
Even if you can't drop everything to come here, there's lots 
you can do in your own town. Find out how much coal is 
used in your state. Find out what companies in your area 
fund mountaintop removal. They exist all around us. 

Appalachia is known for uprising — it's time to rise again! 

For more info., visit www.mountainjusticesummer.org; 
www.unitedmountaindefense.org. 



Marching to Massey Energy headquarters in Richmond, Virginia, on the 
2005 Day of Action Against Climate Change 
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Whale Vomit Makes Australian Family Rich 

In January, an Australian family discovered a mass of 
whale vomit on a remote beach near Streaky Bay. The fatty 
substance, known as ambergris, is vomited up by sperm 
whales to help cleanse their intestines of hard objects such 
as squid beaks. Even though ambergris floats, it is quite rare 
to find. Ambergris, which is sought after by perfume manu- 
facturers, is worth about $20 a gram. This particular chunk 
weighed about 32 pounds and was worth $295,000. 

Loralee and Leon Wright found the ambergris, but they 
didn't want to transport it in Loralee's vehicle. Two weeks 
later, they returned in Leon's vehicle to discover the mass 
was still there, so they took it home. 

Cheese Water Injected Underground 

Last year, the Environmental Protection Agency granted 
the Hilmar Cheese Company permission to drill a "test 
well'' to pump wastewater from cheese production into a 
saline aquifer located thousands of feet underground. Hil- 
mar, the largest cheese manufacturer in the world, will first 
treat the wastewater to remove fat, then inject the liquid 
below the local water reserves. If the test goes well, Hilmar 


According to the governor of the prison, Oyvind Alnaes, 
looking after the island's environment nurtures a sense of 
responsibility in the prisoners. "We want to become the 
first ecological prison in the world," Alnaes says. "Ecologi- 
cal thinking is about taking responsibility for nature, the 
future and how your grandchildren grow up." 

There is no fence to keep curious visitors from wander- 
ing into the prison, which, according to Alnaes, is a bigger 
problem than inmates escaping. 

Jaws Goes Wireless 

US military scientists are developing electronic brain 
implants to control fish, and they are hoping to use sharks 
in particular to fulfill military objectives. The US already 
uses trained sea mammals, including dolphins and orcas, 
for use in quasi-military operations, but this is probably 
the first time the military has seriously considered using 
fish as spies and weapons. 

All of this is being funded by the Defense Advanced Re- 
search Projects Agency, which is also involved in a number 
of other research studies investigating the use of electronic 
implants to monitor and control the behavior of 


could be given permission to dispose of more than two mil- 
lion gallons a day from its San Francisco, California plant. 

In March, Hilmar agreed to a three-million-dollar settle- 
ment with the state's Central Valley Regional Water Qual- 
ity Control Board after the company was cited for flushing 
wastewater onto surrounding fields and contaminating 
groundwater. 

Doggie Doo-Doo to Power San Francisco Homes 

Within the next few months, Norcal Waste will begin 
collecting 6,500 tons of feces annually 
from dog parks around San Fran- 
cisco. The waste matter will be put _ 

into a methane digester to decom- V v 

pose for several weeks, after which 
the natural gas created in the de- \ 

composition process will be piped off » 

to gas stoves, turbines, heaters and other 
destinations. It can also be used to gener- - 


living creatures. Boston University scientists 
have already succeeded in "steering" dog- 
fish by attaching diodes to the re- 
gion of the brain associated #- 

with scent detection. . |K 


15 ©j 
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ate electricity. 

Although methane digesters are nothing Giant Jellyfish Sting Japanese Fishing Industry 

new, with more than 600 of them popping up throughout Japan's fishing industry has been severely hampered 
Europe in the last 20 years, Norcal is the first US company by giant Nomura's jellyfish, which can be more than six 
to use them to convert pet waste into energy. feet in diameter and weigh up to 450 pounds. For the past 


Norway Opens "Eco-Prison" 

Inmates in Norway's prison system can now apply for 
admission to Bastoy, an island prison with an ecologi- 
cal focus. Only a handful of cars are used by the prison 
staff, and, along with the island ferry, the vehicles are 
in the process of being converted to use biofuel. The 
prison's six horses do most of the work, pulling carts 
driven by the prisoners. Waste from the prison is used to 
generate power, while oil heaters are being converted to 
burn wood. 


year, these huge invertebrates have been clogging and rip- 
ping nets, forcing fishermen to spend hours hacking the 
jellyfish apart before bringing home reduced catches. Re- 
searchers think the jellyfish may drift toward Japan from 
warmer South Korean and Chinese waters, but Japan wants 
to avoid blaming the other nations, hoping to avoid wors- 
ening the relationships between the countries. 

Seaside communities in Japan have tried to capitalize 
on the situation by developing novel jellyfish dishes from 
tofu to ice cream, but for some reason, the recipes have 
failed to achieve much popularity. 
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Fawn Lilies 

Tender twilight, first soft 
fragrant rain of April 
and suddenly there they are 


Another Northwest Rondi 

it's cold, it's wet. it's Oregon, almost as if by the 
devils design the dreary rains of the pacific 
northwest greets our Montana sensibilities and dampen 
cowboyesque behavior, we are calmed by a need to 
warm ourselves over bubbling brews. 


in a glade as if just stepped 

out of the forest newborn, 

their leaves spotted with birth-blood. 

Creamy white drooping ears, 
heads down as they feed 
never far from dark-firred mother. 

(Shy, or just hiding from 

the crushing hoof? Approach quietly, 

touch them gently or they'll disappear.) 

If Jesus came again he'd suffer 

the little animals and flowers this time, 

slightly re-focus the light of the world 


down below the parking lot offers no fiery pit of 
welcoming hell, just more wet. the water is the air 
and we breathe as if through gills, words swim from 
our mouths and allegory begs a life preserver. 

it's goddamn wet here! my god, will that tapping, 
tapping, tapping never cease, rain flies are poor 
humor, this is not rain, rain falls to the earth and 
is drunk up by thirsty earth, this monster is an 
anaconda of constant, unending moisture. 

— Stan Wilson 

The Owl 


to an evening much like this: 
the first soft rain of April on 
a resurrection in the woods. 

— Richard Arnold 
Easter 2002, Vancouver Island 


I am awakened 

By cries that do not stop. 

They say, Come, see if you can find me — 
Half the meadow in moonlight, 

The other half shadowed by white pine. 
A pair of eyes fly up and dance, 

Owl eyes that hold the moon. 

— Wally Swist 
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The Ark of the Heart 

In the ark of the heart 
all the extinct animals 
secretly live 
and burn 
with a desire 
calling us to live 
as if their lives 
had mattered. 

For deep in our genetic core 
they still have a stake 
in our future. 

For us to live for them 
for even a moment, 
would leave behind 
our aching egos. 

And then we might find 
each carries inside 
the ark of the heart 
holding the seeds 
of a promised land 
able to grow abundant fruit trees 
in the middle of a great garden, 
a wilderness, 
city, 

or wasteland. 

All that is lost 
cannot be restored 
but in the ark of the heart 
seeds of fire await 
to be rekindled 
with the light 
that is the life 
of all beings. 

— Kirk Lumpkin 


all rights reserved to the authors 

Warrior Poets Society, POB 14501, Berkeley, CA 94712-5501 


Carol 

She was telling me about 

A glimpse of Kilimanjaro 

She caught on the educational t.v. channel, 

Glimpse of Kilimanjaro melting 

In the heat of tragedy 

But the show was really about 

The marvelous and varied plant life 

On the slopes 

And the researcher with a mobility disability 
Struggling with canes up the mountain 
Who had to finally give up and say 
He could go no further 
And the audience felt the blow. 

And I thought of us 
Kilimanjaro melting in our 
Sell-the-Earth tragedy, 

Thought how we're all like that researcher 
In our fight to save the planet 
The plants and animals going extinct 
Like deafening drops in the bucket, 

All the activists working without pay, 
without sleep, 

And finally having to say, 

We can go no further. 

Maybe we'll discover then 

That there are ranks supporting us from behind. 

We'll have to discover something 

Because we can't admit we're beaten 

So long as we've got all of life on our side. 

— Jenny McBride 



May-june 2006 Earth First! Page 29 






iw 


by Paul Roland 

Residents in an Alpine valley in northwestern Italy are 
openly revolting against a proposed high-speed train proj- 
ect that would link Turin with Lyon, France. This 15-year- 
long battle against the TrenoAlta Velocita (TAV) in the Susa 
Valley west of Turin has unified valley residents with a 
unique mix of supporters that cuts across political and 
class lines: small-town mayors, local anti-TAV committees, 
environmental groups, teachers and health professionals, 
grassroots unions, university professors, and anarchist and 
communist activists from Italy's thriving social centers. 

There are many reasons to oppose the project: Construc- 
tion will be far more costly than an alternative plan to quick- 
ly and cheaply modernize existing rail lines. The amount of 
passenger and freight traffic 
along these existing rail lines 
has declined, indicating that 
the TAV line is completely un- 
necessary. Work on other sec- 
tions of the TAV network has 
been extremely slow, with the 
Rome-Naples and Florence- 
Bologna legs still unfinished 
after more than a decade of 
construction. Additionally, the 
TAV project has been driven by 
government corruption during 
all stages of planning. The Susa 
Valley's traditional subsistence 
economy is threatened by the 
TAV, yet another example of 
the wave of rapid industrialization that has unsettled agrar- 
ian populations during the past century. 

Construction on the project would destroy the valley’s 
already fragile ecosystem. CMC of Ravenna, the contrac- 
tor hired to build the TAV, is already being sued for en- 
vironmental damage that occurred during tunneling for 
the Florence-Bologna TAV line, where drilling punctured 
an underground water channel and destroyed springs and 
wells. CMC plans to dump tremendous quantities of re- 
moved rock and Earth in the Susa Valley — a significant 
hazard considering that the mountains contain deposits 
of both asbestos and uranium. 

Within the last year, resistance has increasingly taken 
a no-compromise position in the face of government 


intransigence and the virtual militarization of the valley. 
Though there has been opposition everywhere, only in the 
Susa Valley has it reached the level of a popular movement. 
This is due to the history and culture of the valley, includ- 
ing a significant tradition of militant resistance: It was a 
major center of anti-fascist partisan activity during World 
War II, and the Alps were always a place of fiercely inde- 
pendent people, rebels and heretics. As a result, the Susa 
Valley's anti-TAV movement has injected a healthy dose of 
participatory citizen activism into a national political cul- 
ture that has long been smothered by a corrupt system. 

On October 31, what has come to be known as the Battle 
of Seghino marked a major turning point in the anti-TAV 
struggle. Hundreds of people built barricades and outma- 
neuvered 1,000 riot police on narrow mountain roads and 

trails to prevent project tech- 
nicians from conducting test 
drillings. Though the mobile- 
blockading tactics and knowl- 
edge of the terrain won the 
day, the police and CMC 
pulled what the locals saw as 
an underhanded trick by re- 
turning at night, after the legal 
deadline for test drilling had 
passed and the blockades had 
disbanded. This development 
was a further rupture in rela- 
tions between residents and 
the political institutions that 
many had still hoped would 
act in good faith. It also 
heightened tensions with the police, who were now widely 
seen as an occupying army. "Get the Troops Out!" began to 
appear throughout the valley, written on banners hanging 
from balconies and overpasses and spraypainted on walls 
and street signs. 

The Battle of Seghino radicalized and energized the 
movement. This momentum continued at a planned dem- 
onstration on November 16, when more than 60,000 peo- 
ple marched to the old Roman town of Susa, near the site 
of a planned "test tunnel." It was the biggest gathering of 
the anti-TAV campaign up until that point. In an inspir- 
ing show of solidarity, the entire valley shut down: cafes, 
schools, factories, stores, offices — nearly everything closed. 
Increasing numbers of people also began to show up from 


Residents in northwestern Italy 
are openly revolting against 
a proposed high-speed train 
project. This 15-year-long battle 
against the Treno Alta Velocita 
has unified a unique mix of 
supporters that cuts across 
political and class lines. 
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valleys, towns and cities around the region and beyond. 
Some had already participated at Seghino, including anar- 
chists and other radicals from Turin. Schooled in urban oc- 
cupations and other forms of direct action, they had helped 
build barricades with local residents, overcoming cultural 
differences and the traditional distrust of outsiders. 

Then came the Battle of Venaus. As an early December 
deadline loomed for the government and CMC to seize 
land from 80 local property owners and establish a stag- 
ing area for tunnel construction, hundreds flocked to the 
Venaus protest camp. In the early hours of December 6, 
with camp numbers at a low ebb (100-150 people), a large 
police line waged a vicious, surprise assault. The police 
clubbed people indiscriminately — even those sleeping in 
their tents — sending a number of them to the hospital. 
Though people tried to regroup and resist, the camp was 
overmn and evicted. But the alarm was raised. By mid- 
morning, the valley was shut down, and all the roads 
and rail routes were cut off by human blockades and bar- 
ricades. There were also solidarity actions and protests 
throughout Italy. 

Two days later, people from near and far converged on 
the town of Susa and marched toward Venaus. No one 
knows the exact numbers (estimates range upward from 
50,000), and the atmosphere was intense and furious. 
The marchers streamed toward the turnoff to Venaus and 
came up against amassed riot police. After a brief skir- 
mish, they simply flowed past along the unobstructed 
route. The human tidal wave poured down the roads 
and regrouped on the valley floor. They converged on 
the evicted protest campsite, which was now enclosed by 
orange plastic mesh and guarded by a small police de- 
tachment. The fencing was torn down, and 
thousands of people encircled the belea- 
guered and distraught police. 

Overwhelmingly outnumbered 
and with no reinforcements, the 
police were ordered to retreat. 

An indescribable charge of ju- 
bilance coursed through the 
huge and suddenly vic- 
torious throng. Some 
in the crowd went fur- 
ther, entering the com- 
mand post for CMC and 
the police. They trashed a 
number of vehicles, trailers and other equipment. A large 
stash of sandwiches and hot tea for the police troops was 
also liberated and distributed freely amongst the people. 

Just a week after the liberation of Venaus, more than 
60,000 protesters converged in Turin — the city's largest 
political demonstration in years. In early January, the first 
major French protest against the TAV brought 30,000 to 
Chambery, just across the Alps. 

The anti-TAV protests came to a head shortly before the 
Winter Olympics in Turin, as activists threatened to hijack 
the Olympics' huge media spectacle. The specter of an in- 
ternational black eye and the possible loss of tourist rev- 
enue forced Prime Minister Silvio Berlusconi's right-wing 
government to meet for the first time with valley mayors 
opposed to the project. The result was a largely symbolic 


plan to assess the project's environmental impact and ob- 
tain input from TAV opponents. All of the mayors in the 
delegation say they're still waiting to hear back after more 
than four months. 

Meanwhile, the Olympic torch was interrupted more 
than 30 times in Italy by protests against corporate spon- 
sors and frequently with the presence of "No TAV" ban- 
ners. One of a group of anti-TAV protesters succeeded in 
snatching the torch in Trent and running about 70 yards 
with it before being tackled by the police. 

This popular uprising has had a wide ripple effect. The 
anti-TAV struggle has shown new ways to bring people to- 
gether. In the Susa Valley, the changes are palpable. De- 
spite the militarization and inconveniences of continual 
meetings and protests, people say they have rediscovered 
a sense of sociality and solidarity that had nearly disap- 
peared. They now stop and talk to each other more on the 
street, have intense conversations in cafes and bars, and 
reconnect with people they had lost touch with. 

During the Olympics, a major four-day conference held 
in Turin and the Susa Valley focused on sustainable alter- 
natives, bringing together a wide panorama of people and 
groups working on alternative energy, small-scale organic 
farming, people-based transportation, anti-corporate glo- 
balization and global warming. Anti-TAV solidarity groups 
have since sprung up around Italy, joining the roughly 20 
local valley committees (which are a lesson for many in 
participatory, non-hierarchical, consensus democracy). In- 
creasingly, Susa Valley activists are joining together with 
groups fighting other links in the TAV network, as well as 
other super-highway projects, incinerators and toxic waste 
dumps. The debate about the TAV is deepening into a 

more general critique of the 
devastation inherent in 
industrial capitalism. 
Today, there are some 
signs of criticism of the 
TAV from within the 
European Parliament, 
which could slow or 
curtail European Union 
funding of the project. International 
solidarity may well become critical as things 
heat up. Anyone planning a trip to Europe might 
consider paying a visit to the Susa Valley or organiz- 
ing protests at Italian consulates in their own country. But 
ultimately, the opposition will remain centered among the 
people of the valley and their supporters around Italy. 

In the US, the anti-TAV movement can help activists and 
organizers think afresh about what's possible and necessary 
if we'd like to have a similar impact, say, in the fight against 
mountaintop removal in Appalachia. For those who have 
given up on any idea of popular struggle, the "Susa Valley 
model," as some are calling it, proves that even in an ad- 
vanced industrial country, new and unexpected spaces for 
effective, large-scale collective action can still be created. 

For more information, visit www.notavtorino.org. 

Paul was active with EF! and Native American solidarity in 
Oregon from the mid-1980s to the mid-'90s. Since then, he’s 
been mostly living on his family's chestnut farm in north- 
western Italy. 
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resistance-. 

to oriel I erupts 

in the Niger Delta 


“| predict that a denouement of the riddle of 
the Niger Delta will soon come.... Whether 
I the peaceful ways favored will prevail 
depends on what the oppressor decides, what 
signals it sends out to the waiting public.” 


by Skyler Simmons 

These words were spoken more than 
a decade ago by renowned Ogoni ac- 
tivist Ken Saro-Wiwa before he was 
sentenced to death for fighting Shell 
Oil's devastation of the Niger Delta 
(see EF!f November-December 2005). 
His words are just as relevant today, 
following several months of insurgent 
attacks against Shell and the Nigerian 
government. 

On January 15, heavily armed 
members of the Movement for the 
Emancipation of the Niger Delta 
(MEND) stormed Shell’s Benisede 
flow station, killing at least 17 Nige- 
rian troops and leaving an unknown 
number of militants and Shell em- 
ployees dead. Four days earlier, the 
group had attacked an offshore oil 
platform owned by Shell, taking four 
workers hostage and blowing up a 
major oil pipeline. The militants then 
conducted a commando-style raid in 
February, destroying two pipelines 
and an oil-loading facility, and tak- 
ing nine more hostages. 

This upsurge in resistance to Shell's 
abuses comes on the heels of two 
court rulings. The first banned the 
practice of gas flaring from oil wells, 
which creates more greenhouse gases 
annually than all other sources in 
Africa combined. The second court 
ruling demanded that Shell pay 1.5 
billion dollars in compensation for 


the environmental destruction it has In 1998, a new group resisting the 
wreaked on delta communities. Shell oil industry began to grab headlines 
has refused to comply with the rul- with its daring protest tactics. The 
ings and is currently appealing them Ijaw Youth Council (IYC) was formed 
in higher courts. This arrogance has to demand an end to the pollution 
only added fuel to the flames of Nige- of Ijaw lands and to insist that all oil 
ria's ongoing oil conflict. extraction on Ijaw territory be under 

their direct control. After launching 
"Operation Climate Change," IYC 
activists shut down 60 percent of the 
country's oil production and extin- 
guished gas flares at multiple facili- 
ties. Many of these facilities remained 
closed for months. These actions were 
not without repercussions, however, 
| and several Ijaw youths were killed 
when the military opened fire on IYC 
| demonstrations. 

| Resistance in the Niger Delta has 
P continued with constant protests, 
| sabotage and occasional armed con- 
I frontations. With MEND making 
increasingly bold and sophisticated 
attacks on Nigeria's oil infrastructure, 
Starting in the early 1990s, the it appears that the situation has now 
Ogoni people rose up against the evolved into a full-on guerrilla war. 
destruction of their homeland by With 90 percent of Nigeria's wealth 
oil companies. They engaged in a coming from oil, there is no doubt 
campaign of nonviolent resistance that the rebels are beginning to shake 
to bring justice to delta communi- the foundations of both the govern- 
ties, yet the Nigerian military, with ment and the oil industry. In fadt, 
full support of the oil companies, there are rumors amongst oil industry 
embarked on a campaign of terror insiders that Shell is considering pull- 
to crush this uprising. Nearly 3,000 ing out of Nigeria. 

Ogonis were murdered for speaking In February, in response to the 
out, but not before their cause gained increased resistance, the military 
worldwide attention. launched a series of aerial bombings 
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New Directions 

in 

Climate Justice 


of Ijaw villages sympathetic to the 
rebels. According to local Ijaw lead- 
ers, the bombings left at least 30 
civilians dead. They noted that the 
military used an oil company's pri- 
vate airstrip as a staging ground for 
the attacks, proving once more the 
complicit nature of the oil industry 
in the murder of delta residents. 

Despite this and other attacks by 
the government, MEND continues 
to make good on its threat to crip- 
ple Nigeria's oil infrastructure as it 
continues to hold several foreign 
workers hostage and launch fresh 
attacks on oil pipelines and wells. 
There is no doubt that MEND has 
raised the stakes in Nigeria's re- 
source war and that it enjoys sig- 
nificant support in a region where 
20 million people live in crippling 
poverty. What is unclear at this time 
is: If MEND is successful in win- 
ning regional autonomy and local 
control of its oil resources, will it 
still stay committed to its demands 
of ending environmental destruc- 
tion in the Niger Delta? Or, once in 
control of the oil wealth, will it con- 
tinue the legacy of pollution and 
ecological destruction? While that 
question may remain unanswered 
for $ome time, one thing is certain: 
Shell and every other oil company 
invested in the region are skating 
on thin ice as long as they continue 
to disregard the will of the people 
of the; Niger Delta. 


An Earth First! Call to Action 

BY SlTCHENSIS 

The time is long overdue for radical ecologists to 
move climate change to the forefront of our actions. 
Our love for wild places and the traditional focus of 
EF! activities on place-based actions blinds us to the 
fact that the single greatest threat to biodiversity is 
no longer in the forests, deserts, mountains or seas, 
but on the highways, in the coalfields and factories, 
and on the industrial ranchlands. 

Moreover, climate chaos has strong connections to nearly every contemporary 
social movement, and as such it provides an important and under-utilized 
avenue for bringing a biocentric analysis to many societal problems. Equally 
important, climate action is inextricably linked to global corporate control, 
presenting important opportunities for campaigning that go beyond political 
lobbying and reform. 

It's high time to do a serious revaluation of EF! strategy and tactics in the 
broadest sense possible. The idea that wilderness protection begins and ends 
in the forest needs to be debunked. At some point in the '90s, EF! became syn- 
onymous with treesits, road blockades and backwoods sabotage. Tree perches 
and road encampments were front-page news, a mecca for propaganda and 
biocentrist thinking, a breeding ground for new tactics and strategies, and a 
symbol of hope for thousands of people. But, at least on the West Coast, 20 
years of this has long past a point of diminishing returns. 

Nowadays, either the US Forest Service or logging companies evict us long 
before we can be effective, and insular groups of comrades struggle just to 
keep food runs going to the trees — forget outreach, campaigning and broader 
movement building. The small, more mainstream forest protection groups — 
most of them started by former EF!ers — are doing more effective grassroots 
organizing, and their "legal monkeywrenching" is stopping more timber sales. 
But most are doing far less in the realm of non-hierarchical organizing and 

continued on next page 
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continued from previous page 
direct action for the Earth. Most importantly, these orga- 
nizations have all but abandoned the cause of revolution 
in humankind's relationship with the planet, prioritizing 
short-term "deliverables" over long-term revolutionary 
strategies. 

Interestingly enough, a similar tactical paralysis exists 
in the broader radical movements. For a brief period in the 
late '90s and early 2000s, a wave of anti-capitalist, anti- 
globalization protests swept the country, complete with 
mass arrests, clashes with police and lockdowns in the 
street. EFIers, with their experience in these areas, played a 
significant role in the development of this trend. In some 
ways the radical energy that had been fomenting in the 
forest had spilled out into the streets. But these tactics 
had a rise and fall even more abrupt than those which oc- 
curred in the forest. Now the anti-globalization cause has 
been largely subsumed into an anti-war movement whose 
only articulated message seems to be "Bush sucks." 

Anti-war campaigners' determined focus on Bush as the 
evil emperor ignores the role of the oil industry that we all 
know is pulling the marionette's strings. How would the 
anti-war movement look if the masters of war were recog- 
nized as the refineries (responsible for human rights vio- 
lations and ecosystem destruction across the globe), the 
production and promotion of car culture, and the energy 
industry? Likewise, environmentalists are also missing the 
boat. When it comes to climate change, most of the talk 
from environmental groups working on the issue is about 
Bush's refusal to sign the Kyoto Protocol for a kinder and 
gentler global catastrophe. Where the hell is the "no com- 
promise" movement? We need to transform the message 
from eliminating the evil emperor to a real conversation 
about eliminating these evil industries. 




That radical environmentalists have failed to bring the 
environment squarely into the anti-war debate is a damn 
shame. But where radical environmentalists truly failed 
miserably is when Hurricane Katrina hit. People should 
have been blockading gas stations around the country as 
prices rose, with banners like: "They leveled New Orleans, 
they leveled Iraq — don't give them another dime." If we'd 
been organizing properly for several years around issues of 
climate change, we likely would have had allies from, the 
full spectrum of radical movements at our side. 

This is not to say that EFIers did nothing after Katrina. A 
startling number made their way down to the Gulf Coast 
after the storm, volunteering with a range of other pro- 
gressives and radicals in the activist groups there. This 
volunteerism allowed us to assist in a situation where a 
disproportionate impact so clearly fell upon poor people 
and people of color. The disaster on the Gulf Coast is en- 
vironmental injustice, and we should call it that. Many 
of the people of Louisiana and Mississippi still experience 
on a daily basis the effects of centuries of ongoing racism, 
slavery and forced relocations, with the government's re- 
sponse to Katrina just a recent and particularly catastrophic 
incarnation of environmental racism. 

While assisting the survivors of environmental racism in 
Louisiana and Mississippi in the rebuilding of their lives, we 
got a very small taste (from a safe distance, since none of us 
were from New Orleans, and if we had been, we likely would 
have had the resources to get out) of what ecological collapse 
will look like. Living and working there provided a sharp and 
clear view of the future environmental apocalypse. 

Let's be clear: If the powerful continue on the current 
track of ecological destruction, their "collapse" will not be 
liberating, glorifying or adventuresome. If New Orleans is 
any indication, their collapse will first and foremost af- 
fect the same people who have always been exploited by 
civilization — those not part of the dominant race or the 
dominant class. Those with loads of guns — right-wing mi- 
litias, the military or its remnants — will rule the streets. 
For all of you spending time getting ready for this col- 
lapse, our eco-villages, bicycles and wild, primitivist life- 
styles — which today's radicals claim to be fortifications 
for tomorrow’s struggles — are likely to be seized by force 
or, even more likely, destroyed outright. You can imagine 
how the other 90 percent — including those not privileged 
enough to prepare for the collapse — will fare. 

The end of industrial civilization imagined by most 
EFIers is a great goal. Technology — and the controls bn 
land and capital it requires — is a terribly destructive force 
to the environment and to people. But as much as I'd 
love to live in a post-industrial world, if one is to come 
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about, then it must be on our terms and not the inadver- 
tent result of disasters created by the powerful elite. 

Barring the breakout of thermonuclear war, climate 
change is the event most likely to propel us into their 
collapse. In the coming years, ecological crisis and social 
problems will become increasingly unified. It is completely 
imaginable that, within most of our lifetimes, we will exist 
in a world in which those organisms (human and non- 
human) without resources and political power will lose 
access to the basic necessities of life: drinkable water, non- 
smog-blackened skies, areas less impacted by the ravages 
of climate change and wildlands to roam. As a livable envi- 
ronment becomes a precious commodity, we can expect to 
see prices in less toxic or climate-ravaged areas rise to a level 
where even most middle class people cannot afford them. 

In the face of this expanded crisis, we can expect those 
in control to pit the environment and social concerns 
against one another, in ways difficult to imagine today (at 
least for those who have never experienced environmental 
racism or classism). 

Many EFlers may not realize or like to admit it, but 
most people with an anti-immigrant agenda, both in the 
US and abroad, consider the environmental "concerns" 
of immigration to be as important as the economic "con- 
cerns." Consider what will happen when large portions of 
the planet become unlivable, with millions or even bil- 
lions becoming refugees and immigrants. The racist "en- 
vironmentalist" politics of the future were foreshadowed 
on the Crescent City Bridge that connects New Orleans 
to the affluent and un-flooded suburb of Gretna. There, 
thousands of people fleeing a drowning city were turned 
back with gunshots by the unrestrained and well-armed 
remnants of the suburb's police force. 

This is not an environmental present that anyone should 
have to endure, and it is not an environmental future that 
we can allow to pass. This path will be chosen or stopped 
within our lifetimes. 

It's time for Earth activists to get serious about cli- 
mate change, serious about climate justice, and serious 
about supporting and being allies to poor people and 
people of color who stand to lose as much from our 
society's terrible relationship with the environment as 
the critters out there in the mountains and forests (and 
ultimately all of us). Failing to build alliances between 
different activist struggles is simply not an option. We 
need each other's analyses to bring down the intercon- 
nected machines of classism, racism, patriarchy and 
Earth destruction. We need each other's support and 
strength of numbers. Most importantly, we cannot af- 
ford to be pitted against each other as those in power 
become increasingly able to exacerbate such conflicts 
between us. 

For biocentrism to reach beyond our narrow circles, we 
must bring it to the forefront of larger interconnected 
struggles. Climate change allows us to talk convincingly 
with a larger group about oil and coal, human rights viola- 
tions from Appalachia to Nigeria, the consumer paradigm, 
and the exploitation of land and labor involved in com- 
modity production. 

If radical environmentalists want to be more proactively 
anti-racist, we need to move toward ecological issues that 



are critical to those most concerned with economic and so- 
cial injustice. Let's face it, 20 years of unrestrained misan- 
thropy from the radical environmental movement, with 
no clear apologies issued, hasn't left the movement in the 
best position to build alliances with many people in la- 
bor and anti-racist struggles — even when they support our 
ecological ideas. 

Such a change is a good first step in fostering the conver- 
sations and building the experiences, bridges and trust that 
will be required for stronger and more lasting alliances. We 
have a long way to go, but fortunately some have already 
started organizing. Grassroots environmentalists working 
alongside EFlers, doing organizing in the coalfields of Ap- 
palachia, have a lot to teach us about building biocentric, 
environmental justice alliances. The many EFlers doing in- 
digenous support also have lessons to share. 

EFlers in the UK, lacking wilderness to defend, pioneered 
resistance to car culture in the '90s. Years of pitched bat- 
tles against roads and cars have evolved from elaborate 
protest camps to a more sophisticated assault on the oil 
economy itself. Rising Tide and other affiliated groups 
emerged from the EF! movement and now have chapters 
throughout the UK, Australia and New Zealand. They are 
building connections with anti-fossil fuel struggles in the 
Global South and in working-class neighborhoods being 
overhauled for highways. These EFlers we gave a spark of 
inspiration to yesterday, have a lot to teach us today. 

We've got a lot of work to do. The costs of failure are 
immeasurable, but opportunities for an elevated level of 
strategic engagement are sitting right in front of us. 

Sitchensis is a Cascadian EFler currently doing solidarity 
work in New Orleans. 
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The 

Earth First! 
Climate Caucus 

A New Birth in the 
No Compromise Movement 



by Earth First! Climate Caucus 

This year's Earth First! Organizers' Conference gave 
birth to an exciting new network within the radical envi- 
ronmental movement. In response to the serious lack of 
a radical approach to fighting climate change in the US, a 
number of folks put their heads together to form the EF! 
Climate Caucus (don't worry, we're working on a better 
name) with the aim of launching a full-frontal assault on 
the fossil fuel industry and other climate criminals. 

We have some serious catching up to do. As a matter of 
survival, we must bring climate change to the front and 
center of the nation's attention. We cannot do this by wa- 
tering down our message; rather, we need an uncompro- 
mising, radical approach to kicking our culture's fossil fuel 
addiction. We must expose and reject business-friendly, 
drop-in-the-bucket "solutions" (such as the Kyoto Proto- 
col and carbon trading) and bullshit "green" alternatives 
that will only further devastate the Earth (such as massive 
biofuel plantations, hydrogen plants, coal gasification and 
nuclear power). Instead, we must present a vision of zero 
emissions and no new extraction of fossil fuels, and we 
need to work toward locally based, bioregionally appro- 
priate solutions that promote community autonomy and 
sustainable living. 

We recognize that we won't stop global warming; cli- 
mate-related catastrophes are an inevitable part of our 
future. With that in mind, a major goal of the Climate 
Caucus is to show the public who is to blame for climate 
chaos. When the next Katrina hits, ExxonMobil needs 
to be held accountable. When polar bears go extinct as 
a result of melting sea ice, Department of Energy offices 
should be shut down. 

To this end, we aim to build strong links with those 
who are already being affected by climate change, such 
as native communities in the Arctic and people living on 
the Gulf Coast. We will ally ourselves with environmen- 
tal justice groups fighting pollution from refineries, power 
plants and coal-processing facilities. 

Fighting new fossil fuel infrastructure must be a 
top priority of the radical environmental movement. 
Whether it's pipelines, refineries or coal-fired power 
plants (there are currently 94 such plants proposed in 


the US alone!), stopping these infrastructure projects is 
a direct way of reducing greenhouse gas emissions while 
supporting environmental justice struggles. 

Lending direct support to communities resisting fossil 
fuel extraction is another area where we can have a signifi- 
cant impact. By fighting extraction, we not only preserve 
the local ecosystem but also ensure that those fossil fuels 
will never be burnt. We must popularize the idea that coal, 
oil and gas should stay underground where they belong. 

We also have our sights set on the financial backers of 
the fossil fuel industry. By making investments in fossil 
fuels a risky business, companies causing climate chaos 
will have a hard time continuing to expand production. 

The Climate Caucus is putting out a call for an inter- 
national day of action against climate change to coin- 
cide with this Summer's Group of Eight (G8) meetings in 
Russia. "Energy security" is a major theme of this year's 
summit, making it easy to organize actions in your com- 
munity that can tie local issues into the G8's plans for 
perpetuating climate chaos. 

We are building up a large collection of outreach ma- 
terials and agit-prop that can be used by groups around 
the country to organize locally. A nationwide EF! Climate 
Roadshow is being planned for Spring 2007 to help build 
momentum for this fight. This roadshow will lead up to 
an EF! Climate Action Camp later that Summer involv- 
ing a wide range of direct action trainings and workshops, 
then culminating with a major action. 

It is urgent that climate change be understood as the 
crisis that it is and that we start to build sustainable and 
autonomous communities now. Changes will be made by 
people, not institutions; we must put forth locally based 
solutions and articulate our visions for just and sustain- 
able living. For this campaign to succeed, local communi- 
ties need to take initiative and make this global struggle 
relevant to their towns and bioregions. We need to start 
thinking strategically about how to spark a nationwide up- 
rising against the fossil fuel industry that not only disrupts 
business as usual, but inspires widespread resistance. 

We hope to see you at the next EF! Climate Caucus 
meeting during the Summer Rendezvous in Katuah. 

For more information, contact the EF! Climate Caucus, 
efclimatecaucus@wildmail .com . 
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Rising Tide 
Takes the Helm 

Mapping Radical Strategies for Climate Justice 



by Josh 

As the Earth First! Climate Caucus begins to formulate 
strategies for combating climate change and achieving cli- 
mate justice, it can benefit significantly from the model 
developed by Rising Tide — a grassroots movement in the 
UK that has been tackling these issues for more than five 
years now. 

In November 2000, Rising Tide was created to protest 
the Sixth United Nations Framework Convention on Cli- 
mate Change Conference of the Parties (COP6). United 
by a common disdain for the Kyoto Protocol and a de- 
sire to see corporate criminals held accountable for their 
roles in creating climate change, activists from several 
environmental and social justice groups descended upon 
The Hague, Netherlands, to protest COP6. Banners were 
dropped and meetings disrupted, and the pieing of the 
head US delegate earned the denunciation of both the Si- 
erra Club and Greenpeace USA. 

From the start, Rising Tide had much in common with 
EF!: a non-hierarchical structure, bringing together a vari- 
ety of autonomous local groups and individuals who share 
Rising Tide's vision and strategy; contempt for business- 
oriented solutions and the mainstream environmental 
groups that support them; and a no-compromise platform 
that calls for the complete dismantling of the fossil fuel 
economy. Not surprisingly, many of Rising Tide's founders 
began in EF!, and they have used that experience to guide 
their current organizing. 

"I personally see Rising Tide and EF! as exceptionally 
close," says Matthew, an activist with London Rising 
Tide. "We take action with EF! groups from across the 
country; we attend EF! gatherings. Now that a London 
EF! group has started up, we work together on actions 
and hope to support each other more this coming year 
as the issue of airport expansion really takes off" (see EF!f 
March-April 2006). 

The clearest proof of Rising Tide's kinship with EF! is 
its diversity of direct action tactics: office occupations, 
protests at corporate meetings, gas station blockades, 
trashing of trade exhibition stalls, invading oil trading 
exchanges, graffiti and even treesits outside BP's London 
headquarters. 

Yet, despite the similarities, Rising Tide is not a mere 
FF! clone, and in some ways, it has surpassed its predeces- 
sor. While EF! has always struggled with the problem of 
building alliances with less radical environmental groups 


or those dedicated to social justice issues, Rising Tide has 
successfully embraced this approach. 

"Although most people are from a direct action, eco- 
action or anti-capitalist background," explains Carol, an- 
other Rising Tide activist, "the gatherings we hold tend to 
have a broader reach around the campaigning commu- 
nity than EF!, bringing together grassroots campaigners 
and non-governmental organizations. It's a good chance 
to network and hopefully radicalize some people." 

What has enabled Rising Tide to engage in such fruitful 
outreach and networking is its firm belief in the unity of 
ecological and humanitarian concerns, particularly when 
dealing with an issue as catastrophic and universal as cli- 
mate change. In March 2003, Rising Tide participated in a 
successful occupation of London's International Petroleum 
Exchange, thereby wedding the anti-war and climate jus- 
tice movements. Similarly, Rising Tide's campaign against 
the Baku-Tbilisi-Ceyhan oil pipeline has highlighted both 
the environmental impacts and the social inequities that 
will result from the project. 

"We have worked with human rights groups that haven't 
been able to take radical action as it might jeopardize their 
campaigns or put their friends abroad in unsafe positions," 
reflects Harry, an activist with London Rising Tide and Art 
Not Oil. "It really puts our position into perspective that 
we can invade, occupy and blockade sites with much less 
potential penalty for our actions." 

In the coming year, Rising Tide hopes to make stron- 
ger local connections with potential allies, like refugees 
of environmental and political turmoil. It also wants to 
build better alliances with London's Bangladeshi com- 
munity, which hails from a country that is likely to be 
affected by rising sea levels. Then there is the Camp for 
Climate Action this Summer, which Rising Tide is orga- 
nizing to help connect climate activists from around the 
UK and beyond. 

"We are developing connections with movements based 
in the Global South, like Oilwatch, and with indigenous 
groups fighting the oil industry," Harry explains. "Coor- 
dinating a worldwide network for climate justice is one 
of our key priorities. We'd love to hear from others who 
would like to make such a network a reality!" 

For more information, contact Rising Tide, 62 
Fieldgate St, London El 1ES, UK; info@risingtide.org.uk; 
www.risingtide.org.uk. 

This article > s based on an interview with Rising Tide 
by Sitchensis. 
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It s tke Peaks! 


Arizona Ski Resort 
Desecrates Sacred Mountains 

by Joanne Finch 

On March 1 7, as the Arizona Snowbowl ski resort prepared 
to open after the first measurable snowfall of the season, tra- 
ditional indigenous practitioners and community members 
gathered to offer prayers. 

"We are not gathering to interfere with Snowbowl's busi- 
ness or anybody's recreation," said Klee Benally of the Save 
the Peaks Coalition. "We are gathering to offer our 
prayers for healing. We will also acknowledge 
those who do not understand the harm that they 
are trying to commit on our way of life, our com- 
munity's health and the environment. We will be 
praying for compassion and respect.” 

Several years ago, Snowbowl received ap- 
proval from the US Forest Service (USFS) to 
make snow from contaminated wastewater 
(up to one million gallons per day), clearcut 
more than 70 acres of rare alpine habitat 
that is home to many threatened species 
and expand its skiing facilities on the San 
Francisco Peaks in northern Arizona (see 
£F// January-February 2003). 

"This mountain, including the ski area, 
is used for the spiritual ways of life by more 
than 13 tribes, is a delicate ecosystem that is 
home to deities and is also where we gather 
herbs," said Kelvin Long, director of Edu- 
cating Communities while Healing and Of- 
fering Environmental Support. "This is our 
church; we have used this area since time 
immemorial for prayers and, if desecrated, 
will change the sacred covenant that we 
have with the creator." 

The Sierra Club, Center for Biological 
Diversity and the Flagstaff Activist Net- 
work joined with the Navajo Nation and 
the Hopi, Yavapai Apache, Hualapai and 
Havasupai tribes in October to appeal the 
USFS decision at the district court in Prescott. 

The lawsuit contends that the decision in favor 
of the ski area violates the Religious Freedom Restoration 
Act and that the USFS did not comply with the National 
Environmental Policy Act. 

The agency's Environmental Impact Statement recog- 
nized that there would be adverse impacts to the cultural 
and biological integrity of the San Francisco Peaks if the 
Snowbowl "improvements" were permitted. 

The quality of the wastewater that would be purchased 
from the city of Flagstaff to make snow has been questioned 
by prominent scientists. They contend that the dangers 
posed by introducing this water into the ecosystem have not 
been adequately studied and that the water coming out of 
bur wastewater treatment plants is not adequately regulated. 


A study known as the "Endocrine Disruptor Screening 
Project," completed by the US Geological Survey and Dr. 
Catherine Propper, associate professor of biology at North- 
ern Arizona University (NAU), listed the contaminants 
found in Flagstaff's "reclaimed" water. Besides the obvious 
bacteria and nitrates, the study found human and veterinary 
antibiotics, antihistamines, caffeine, codeine, oral contracep- 
tives and other hormones, steroids, anti-seizure medications, 
solvents, byproducts of military explosives, disinfec- 
tants, flame retardants, insect repellents, antifreeze 
ingredients, pesticides and other carcinogens. 

Dr. Paul Torrence, renowned expert in the field 
of bio-organic and medicinal chemistry at NAU, 
has been an outspoken opponent of snowmak- 
ing with Flagstaff's treated wastewater from the 
beginning. One of his main concerns is the 
triclosan found in this water and its link to 
dioxins, highly carcinogenic chemicals that 
can cause severe health problems such as 
weakening of the immune system, decreased 
fertility, altered sex hormones, birth defects 
and cancer. 

Although proof of impending spiritual 
genocide and environmental catastrophe 
has clearly been given in public comments 
and during court testimony, the warnings 
have been ignored. 

The court issued a decision on January 
11, upholding USFS approval of the project. 
This decision gave the green light for Snow- 
bowl's planned upgrades, but construction 
has yet to begin. Attorney Howard Shanker, 
representing the Navajo Nation, Sierra Club 
and others, is appealing the court's ruling to 
the Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals in San 
Francisco, California. Both sides in the ap- 
peal have signed a joint motion holding 
Snowbowl from starting "ground-disturbing 
activities" until September 15, or until a de- 
cision has been reached. Shanker said that his 
clients are prepared to seek an injunction pend- 
ing the outcome of the appeal. 

Navajo President Joe Shirley Jr. issued the following state- 
ment: "The integrity of our culture and our way of life is 
under attack. When the sanctity of one sacred mountain 
is compromised, the entire system is compromised, ft is our 
job — as stewards of the environment in which we live — to 
protect these mountains for future generations to come." 

The many opponents of this project have not yet ex- 
hausted their resources or legal remedies, and for many, 
this battle has just begun. 

For more information, visit www.savethepeaks.org. 

Joanne Finch is an activist and member of the Save the Peaks 
Coalition based in Flagstaff, Arizona. 
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Two Documentaries Tell the St0ries of 
Three Sacred and Fragile Mountains 


BY STEEV HlSE 

Since whenever early humans started thinking about 
such things, there have been natural, holy places in the 
world, and tall peaks have always figured prominently 
amongst them. Not only have mountains always inspired 
something spiritual in those who live near them, but they 
are also home to delicate, lush and unique ecosystems. We 
have repeatedly seen communities who prioritize these 
concerns come up against the forces of industry, com- 
merce and even scientific research. Two recently released 
films cover three ongoing examples of these struggles. 

The Snowbowl Effect is 
an hour-long documentary 
that provides a comprehensive 
look at the ongoing controver- 
sy over the Arizona Snowbowl 
ski resort near Flagstaff, Arizo- 
na. Built on the San Francisco 
Peaks, sacred to more than 13 
tribes, Snowbowl has been the 
center of conflict in the area 
since its initial development decades ago. The issue became 
especially heated after the resort announced its plans for ex- 
panding and using reclaimed wastewater to make artificial 
snow. The Snowbowl Effect covers all of the various aspects 
of the issue: the cultural importance of the mountain, the 
health risks of releasing wastewater into the environment, 
the delicate habitat, the history of previous development 
on the mountain, the implications of global warming, local 
economics and the clash of cosmovi- 
sions that the struggle represents. 

One of the most surprising and 
satisfying parts of the film is the de- 
bunking of the myth that Flagstaff's 
economy hinges on the success of 
Snowbowl. This is something that 
proponents of the expansion fre- 
quently cite — complaining that if 
they can't make snow, the resort 
can't be open as much and busi- 
nesses in town will suffer. The 
filmmaker interviews the tax and 
licensing administrator of Flagstaff, 
who studied the money coming 
into Flagstaff and compared good 
years when there's lots of snow to bad years with less snow. 
He found that, in fact, the years with less snow brought in 
more money for Flagstaff businesses. So snowmaking would 
be good for the owners of Snowbowl, but not, as they claim, 
for the community. This point is a very savvy tactic because 
it's essentially saying to viewers who may not be persuaded 


by health, environmental or cultural concerns: “Look, even 
if you use the criteria of the developers, even if you agree 
with them that money is all that matters, you can see that 
this project is still a bad idea." 

The Snowbowl Effect is the first full-length documentary 
by Dine media activist Klee Benally. Benally is a self-taught, 
strongly driven director and activist who is already deep into 
pre-production on his next project, which I look forward to 
after seeing the quality and depth of this debut effort. 

Thousands of miles away but simultaneous with Benally's 
efforts, the documentary team Na Maka o ka 'Aina ("the 
Eyes of the Land") has been working to tell the story of 

a Hawaiian mountain that is 
the focus of a similar stmggle. 
MaunaKea: Temple Under Siege 
is the result — an hour-long 
documentary detailing the 
gradual and increasing dese- 
cration of the tallest and most 
holy mountain in Polynesia. 
The ecologically delicate and 
spiritually revered summit of 
Mauna Kea is the site of more than a dozen astronomical 
telescopes built and operated by a variety of universities 
and other institutions, including the Vatican — and they 
want to build dozens more, despite the continuous protests 
of native Hawaiian peoples. 

The film also covers an almost identical stmggle back 
in southern Arizona. Here, activists and academics have 
been fighting over telescopes being built by the University 
of Arizona on Mt. Graham, a "sky 
island" ecosystem that is home to 
the endangered Mt. Graham red 
squirrel and 17 other threatened 
species. The mountain is also holy 
land to the Apache people. 

These two documentaries give 
us an excellent view of three strug- 
gles that are local but symbolic 
of a larger, global clash between 
Western, industrial civilization 
and peoples with a closer connec- 
tion to the land. One believes that 
the natural world is infused with 
spirit and that certain particularly 
sacred places brim over with that 
spirit; the other thinks that nothing is sacred and that 
those with power can decide hpw others should live. 

For more information, visit www.savethepeaks.org; 
www.namaka.com. 

Steev Hise is a documentary filmmaker and media activist 
based in Tucson, Arizona. 



The San Francisco Peaks in northern Arizona 
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Fotwtj For T(i£ 

by Dennis Fritzinger 

The Dire Elegies: 59 Poets on Endangered Spe- 
cies of North America, edited by Karla Linn Merri- 
field and Roger M. Weir, FootHiils Publishing, 2006. 

The words "The little things that make the world 
work" don't exactly describe The Dire Elegies, but 
they come close. 

Represented, after all, is Madia's cave spider, as 
well as Attwater's prairie chicken. 

Sperm whale and condor are also found here, 
charismatic species that are still very much in peril, 
but the book is a paean for, and warning about, the 
small, the overlooked, the unnoticed. 

Giving names to things is the great achievement 
of our species. Granted, the names we give them 
sometimes sound silly (snail darter is an example), 
but they provide a music for our lives — sometimes 
it's a background music; sometimes it's very much 
in the foreground. 

Endangered species provide a background music 
(unless you happen to work for a resource agency 
or be an activist or a poet). This little book turns 
up the volume so that more people can hear the 
names and catch the meaning of what's behind 
those names. 

It shows us the flesh and blood of the species 
mentioned, and it gives us a glimpse into their 
daily lives. 

Reading the poems, and then the footnotes, I 
often heard myself choking back a sob. Like Mark 
Antony, I had to pause until my heart came back 
into my breast. 

This is not to say that the poems themselves 
are depressing; they're fierce, beautiful, wonder- 
provoking, awe-inspiring. What's depressing is 
the realization that humans are responsible for so 
much diminishment of the natural world. 

While the collection only scratches the surface of 
what's endangered in North America, it still men- 
tions the reasons: habitat loss, competition from 
introduced species, pollution, over-hunting, moun- 
taintop removal and so on. It provides us with a 
place to start, a needed complement to anthologies 
that only emphasize the aesthetic or recreational 
values of Nature. 

It also engenders a desire to do something. 

If this book gets the readership it deserves, it'll 
sell millions of copies. 

And why shouldn't it? Sympathy for our fellow 
creatures' plight and a desire to help should be a 
no-brainer. 

And the poems — did I mention the poems? — 
the poems themselves are excellent. 

The Dire Elegies is available ftcnn FootHiils Pub- 
lishing, www.foothillspublishing.com. 

The Journal will send a free copy of The Dire 
Elegies to the first 10 people writing to ask for one, 
compliments of the Warrior Poets Society. 
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Celebrating Primal Tears 



by Karen Pickett 

Primal Tears, by Kelpie Wilson, 
Frog, Ltd., 2005. 

Kelpie Wilson's first novel is a 
funny, deep, exciting, biocentric 
and biologically correct novel 
springing from an innovative 
idea: What if efforts to bring en- 
dangered species back from the 
brink included a different kind 
of captive breeding program — 
human surrogate mothers car- 
rying the endangered fetus to 
term. Not possible for whooping 
cranes, snail darters or tiger sala- 
manders, but not so far-fetched 
a concept for bonobos, who are 
as close to humans genetically as 
horses are to donkeys. 

Things get interesting when 
Sarah Carrigan, fired for bringing 
the principles of evolution into a 
classroom of tender young minds, 
decides to implant a bonobo 
embryo into her womb in just 
such an ecologically driven ex- 
periment. She gets more than she 
bargained for when the fertilized 
egg fails to implant, but some left- 
over bonobo sperm fertilizes one 
of her own eggs. That is when the 
story of Sage, the human-bonobo 
girl, begins. 

Sage, in some ways, has the 
best of both worlds, being ex- 
tremely agile, strong, smart and 
curious. But she is also decidedly 
different from her peers, sporting 
a slightly protruding brow and a 
hairy back. Sage is no Bigfoot — al- 
though she is once mistaken for 
one — but is able to "pass," fend- 
ing off curiosity. Her birth is 
theoretically possible, leaving the 
reader to wonder if perhaps there 
are unexplored ways to stop the 


loss of biological diversity. 

Surprises abound in this fast- 
moving story, like when a plan is 
hatched to exploit Sage's phero- 
mones as a new kind of birth 
control or when Sage meets her bi- 
ological father. The story is replete 
with themes that will resonate with 
readers who have strong ecologi- 
cal and feminist proclivities, and 
it is set in the Pacific Northwest, 
where real-life dramas of passion- 
ate and hard-hitting campaigns 
in response to forest liquidation 
play out against a backdrop of op- 
position from pockets of extreme 
right-wing reactionaries. 

Interwoven through Wilder- 
ness adventures is the clashing 
of ideologies. With political as- 
tuteness, Primal Tears highlights 
the intolerance of far-right fun- 
damentalism thrusting its judge- 
mental fist into a familial story 
of inter-species love. In scenes 
that will ring true for direct ac- 
tionists, Sage joins up with a 
group of forest-dwelling treesit- 
ters. The interspecies nature of 
the communal living gives new 
meaning to polyamory as Sage's 
early-arriving sexuality blooms. 

The reality of societal hostility 
to the inherent rights of animals 
comes galloping in from the child 
welfare agency, followed by the 
local sheriffs and federal agents, 
fired up by the bible-thumpers. 

We also get a dose of the in- 
ternational political landscape 
in relation to endangered species 
campaigns as Sage travels to Afri- 
ca in her quest to protect bonobos 
from poachers and the burgeon- 
ing human population. 

Wilson did her research, and 
segments of the plot will appeal 
not only to biocentrists and en- 
vironmental activists, but to sci- 
entists and research biologists as 
well. We leam about the differ- 
ences between apes and humans 
in their ability to vocalize and the 
fact that apes cannot create tears. 
We also leam that perhaps we 
have more in common with other 
species that we share space with 
on this blue green planet than we 
might think at first glace. 
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He's Working on Your Side! 


by Stu Sugarman 
Dear EF! Lawyer, 

I just read that a British court gave Huntingdon Life Sciences 
(HLS) the power to seize the assets of groups that campaign 
against it, even if it can't be proved that any of the money 
belongs to anyone who has broken the law. Could that happen 
here in the US too? 

— Not a Member of Anything 

Dear Not a Member, 

The short answer to this question is: "Hell yes!" US law 
is based on English law, for obvious historical reasons, but 
the two systems are very different from each other. 

London Animal Action (LAA) was founded in 1994 with 
the intention of "closing every fur shop in London." On 
October 22, LAA lost its appeal to a court decision allowing 
HLS to seize LAA's assets of about $13,000. LAA argued that 
the seizure was unlawful because the group has no formal 
membership or elected officers and is an unincorporated 
association that does not formally exist in law. For this rea- 
son, argued LAA, it legally does not exist, and HLS couldn't 
sue a group that legally does not exist. Stop Huntingdon 
Animal Cruelty UK has, in fact, successfully used this argu- 
ment in the past. 

In rejecting LAA's appeal, the judge determined that LAA 
had a website, a bank account and monthly meetings where 
actions were discussed. Significantly, though, the judge 
added that the appeal "comes far too late” and that none 
of the members of LAA had come forward to say that their 
contribution to the bank account should not be put at risk 
by the order. I see the latter part of this statement as being a 
cute way of justifying a decision that the judge was inclined 
to make anyway. While the judge suggests no individual 
came forward to fight HLS because those individuals do not 
mind having HLS take their money, he damn well knows 
that the only reason people stayed away from court was to 
prevent HLS from unfairly taking more of their assets. The 
former part indicates this decision is not precedent — that 
the judge rejected the appeal only because LAA did not file 
it on time. Let's hope this is the case. 

In looking at whether this can happen in the US, I am 
reminded that HLS moved a large part of its operations to 
the US just so it could take advantage of our laws, which 
are designed to protect capitalism even in its ugliest forms. 
I also think how easy it is for our government to seize 
the assets of what it deems to be terrorist organizations. 
If the federal government claims that a Muslim charity is 
funding terrorists, the government can immediately seize 
the organization's assets and freeze its operations. There 



are procedures by which the group could get its property 
back, but such an attempt would cost a great deal of time 
and money — two things that simple charities, suddenly 
with no assets, can ill afford. I am not aware of any chari- 
ties that have succeeded in getting their assets back after 
being shattered by this type of government seizure. 

Next, I think about the Earth Liberation Front (ELF) and 
Animal Liberation Front. Let's say the government found a 
US bank account for "Animal Liberation Front." I imagine 
only minutes would pass before the money disappeared. 

Another example is threats from Congress to dissolve 
People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals (PETA) for 
paying me to represent former ELF spokesperson, Craig 
Rosebraugh, at a congressional hearing in 2002. PETA had 
to endure a long and stressful investigation of its finances, 
was required to respond to congressional subpoenas for its 
financial records and was required to devote a great deal of 
energy — all because it protected our right to speak freely. 

Of course, the real heart of this matter relates more to 
whether LAA's donors can lose the money that they con- 
tributed to LAA when they could not be proven guilty of 
directly breaking any laws. The "hell yes" answer is because 
in the US, if the group is determined to have broken the 
law, whether the people who donated to it broke any laws 
is irrelevant. In the eyes of the courts, as well as Congress or 
the executive branch, the donors did wrong by donating. 


Do you have a legal question? Contact Stu Sugarman, c/o Walker, Warren and Watkins, 838 SW 1st Ave, Ste 500, 
Portland, OR 97204; quixote516@yahoo.com. Please write "Dear EF! Lawyer" in the subject line. 
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Prisoners in the Struggle: Support Them! 


The following list is a small sample of the total number of political prisoners and Awaiting 1 rial or Sentencing 
prisoner support groups worldwide. Regulations for mail sent to prisoners vary ac- * * re Arrow, CS#05850722, Vancou- 
cording to individual prisons. Before sending monetary donations, stamps, books or ver ^ S * anc * Regional Correction Center, 
packages, ask prisoners what the regulations are. Assume that the authorities read 4216 Wilkinson Rd, Victoria, BC V8Z 
everything that you write to a prisoner. Although many prisoners are listed together, Canada. Appealing extradition to 

they must be written to separately. The EF! Journal offers discounted subscriptions ^ ie ^ to sta,K * tria * tor a ^ e 8 ec i invo ' ve ~ 
for prisoners. Please contact us for more information. ment in the arson of logging trucks and 

an ELF arson of vehicles owned by a 

Prisoner and Legal Updates very soon. He is serving 3.5 years for sand and gravel company. For more in- 

•Jon Ablewhite, TB4885, John a series of ELF actions against a num- formation, visit www.trearrow.org. 
Smith, TB4887, and Kerry Whitburn, ber of targets including McDonald’s, »Manase Furima and Matius Nasira, 
TB4886, HMP Nottingham, Perry Rd, Burger King, urban sprawl, the construe- Lembaga Pemasyarakatan Manokwari, 
Sherwood, Nottingham NG5 3AG, tion industry and an SUV dealership. J1 Sabang No 4, Manokwari, Papua, In- 
England. They have been transferred •Eric McDavid, X-2972521 7E114A, donesia. Awaiting trial for taking part 
to the above address. On April 10, Sacramento County Main Jail, 651 I in a road blockade to prevent illegal 
they pleaded guilty to conspiracy St, Sacramento, CA 95814, USA. On logging. 

to blackmail a farmer who supplied March 22, McDavid ended a two-week- ‘Amanda Cerezo Garcia, CP Alican- 
guinea pigs for vivisection. A fourth long hunger strike protesting the pris- te II, Ctra. N-330, km 66, 03400, Vil- 
defendant, Josephine Mayo, pleaded on's refusal to supply him with vegan lena, Spain. Awaiting trial for allegedly 
guilty the following day. As of print meals. A lawyer is currently suing the burning a road-construction vehicle, 
time, her address is unknown. Their jail for violating McDavid's civil and She is also accused of sending a letter 
sentencing is scheduled for May 1 1 . religious rights to appropriate food, bomb to a neo-Nazi politician. 

•Jose Velez Acosta, a Puerto Rican McDavid is awaiting trial for alleged ‘Francesco Gioia, Via Maiano, 10, 
political prisoner, was released in Jan- conspiracy to destroy the US Forestry 06049 Spoleto, Italy. A member of 
uary. He served nearly three years for Service's Institute of Forest Genetics, the Italian eco-anarchist group II Sil- 
conspiracy to destroy federal property a dam, cell-phone towers and power vestre, Gioia is awaiting trial for al- 
during a May 2003 celebration of the plants. For more information, visit legedly participating in direct action, 
end of the US military occupation of www.supporteric.org. promoting sabotage and escaping 

Vieques. •Christopher McIntosh, #30512- house arrest. 

•Donald Currie, TN4593, HMP 013, USP Hazelton, POB 2000, Bruce- ‘Zachary Jenson, X-4198632 7E213A, 

Woodhill, Tattenhoe St, Milton Keynes, ton Mills, WV 26525, USA. McIntosh Sacramento County Main Jail, 651 I St, 
Bucks MK4 4DA, England. In late has been transferred to the above Sacramento, CA 95814, USA. Awaiting 
March, Curry was arrested for alleged address. He is serving eight years for trial for alleged conspiracy to destroy 
possession of explosives, attempted a joint ALF/ELF arson against a Me- the US Forestry Service's Institute of 
criminal damage and arson with intent Donald's. For more information, visit Forest Genetics, a dam, cell-phone tow- 
to endanger life in connection with a www.supportchris.org. ers and power plants, 

number of actions against vivisection ‘Mikael, a Swedish animal libera- »Peter Daniel Young, #10269-111, 
suppliers. Four others were arrested on tion prisoner, has been released. He FCI Victorville Medium II, POB 5700, 
related charges and released on bail. served eight months for smashing all Adelanto, CA 92301, USA. Young is 

•Joshua Demmitt, #12314-081, FCI the windows at a fur farmer's house serving two years for releasing mink 
Safford, POB 9000, Safford, AZ 85548, and then throwing red paint and a and foxes from six different fur farms. 
USA. Demmitt has been transferred fire extinguisher inside, as well as for He is also facing state charges related 
to the above address. He is serving defending himself from attack by a to a 1997 mink liberation in South 
2.5 years for the Animal Liberation group of fur farmers. Dakota, as well as a 22-year prison 

Front (ALF) arson of an animal-testing ‘Heather Nicholson, NR7271, HMP sentence if convicted. For more infor- 
facility. For more information, visit Bronzefield, Woodthorpe Rd, Ash- mation, visit www.supportpeter.com. 
www.supportjosh.org. ford, Middlesex TW15 3JZ, England. 

•Ryan Lewis has been sentenced to six Sentenced in March to four months Animal Liberation 

years in prison, three years of supervised in prison for violating an "anti-so- ‘Dave Blenkinsop, EM7899, HMP 

release and $250,000 in restitution for cial behavior order" that forbade her Rye Hill, Onley, Warwickshire CV23 
a series of Earth Liberation Front (ELF) from campaigning against Hunting- 8AN, England. Serving 10 years for at- 
actions against urban sprawl. Codefen- don Life Sciences (HLS). Nicholson is tacking the managing director of HLS, 
dants Evan and Lili Holland cooperated also awaiting trial for using abusive liberating 600 guinea pigs and plant- 
with the case against Lewis in exchange words and behavior toward a fox ing incendiary devices under slaugh- 
for reduced sentences. As of print time, hunter. Her supporters point out that terhouse vehicles. 

Lewis' address is unknown. fox hunting is illegal in Britain, and »Sarah Gisborne, LT5393, HMP 

•Aaron Linas has been moved to a therefore the police should be arrest- Cookham Wood, Rochester, Kent 

halfway house and should be released ing the hunters instead. ME1 3LU, England. Serving 5.5 years 
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for conspiracy to cause criminal dam- 
age to vehicles owned by people 
linked to HLS. 

Ecodefense 

•Marco Camenisch, Postfach 3143, 
CH-8105 Regensdorf, Switzerland. Serv- 
ing 27 years for using explosives to tar- 
get nuclear facility powerlines and for 
the alleged murder of a Swiss border 
guard. Camenisch reads French, Ger- 
man, Spanish and Italian fluently. He 
can also read some English. 

•Ibai Ederra, Carcel de Pamplona, 
Cl San Roque Apdo 250, 31080 Iru- 
nez Pamplona, Navarra, Spain. Serv- 
ing nearly five years for sabotaging 
machinery at the Itoiz dam construc- 
tion site. 

•Jeffrey "Free" Luers, #13797671, 
OSP, 2605 State St, Salem, OR 97310, 
USA. Serving 22 years and eight 
months for arson at a car dealership 
and for the attempted arson of an 
oil truck. For more ihformation, visit 
www. freef reenow. org. 

•John Wade, #38548-083, FCI Peters- 
burg Low, Satellite Camp, POB 90027, 
Petersburg, VA 23804, USA. Serving 
three years for a series of ELF actions 
against a number of targets including 
McDonald's, Burger King, urban sprawl, 
the construction industry and an SUV 
dealership. 

•Helen Woodson, #03231-045, 
FMC Carswell, Admin Max Unit, POB 
27137, Ft. Worth, TX 76127, USA. 
Serving eight years and 10 months for 
violating her parole by dumping a cup 
of red paint over the security apparatus 
of a federal court and making warn- 
ings ("threats") of weapons of mass 
destruction. In March 2004, Woodson 
completed 20 years for disarming a 
Minuteman II missile silo with a jack- 
hammer, mailing warning letters to 
officials with bullets inside, robbing a 
bank and burning the money. 

Indigenous Resistance 

•Byron Shane of Chubbuck® Clan, 
#07909-051, USP Beaumont, POB 26030, 
Beaumont, Texas, North America. Serv- 
ing 80 years for aggravated assault on 
federal agents, escape and bank robbery. 
Chubbuck funneled money that he stole 
from banks to the Zapatista National Lib- 
eration Army in Chiapas, Mexico. 

•Leonard Peltier, #89637-132, USP 
Lewisburg, POB 1000, Lewisburg, PA 
17837, USA. Peltier, an American In- 
dian Movement activist, is serving life 


in prison after being framed for the 
deaths of two FBI agents killed during 
the 1975 Pine Ridge siege. 

Lecce 5 

The Lecce 5 are awaiting trial, accused 
of damaging gas pumps in opposition to 
the war on Iraq, targeting Benetton in 
support of the Mapuche and damaging 
an ATM at a bank with links to an im- 
migrant-detention facility. 

•Annalisa Capone, Marina Ferrari 
and Cristian Paladini are free on bail. 

•Saverio Pellegrino, Via Prati Nuovi 
7, CAP 27058, Voghera (Pavia), Italy. 

•Salvatore Signore, Casa Circondar- 
iale, Via Lamaccio 1, 67039 Sulmona 
(AQ), Italy. 



Mapuche 

The indigenous Mapuche people in Chile 
are fighting to defend their forests from 
multinational companies. 

•Aniceto Norin Catriman and Pas- 
cual Pichun Paillalao, Carcel de Trai- 
guen — Coronel Gregorio Urrutia N° 
129, Traiguen, IX Region, Chile. Mapu- 
che lonkos (chiefs) serving five years for 
intimidation and "terrorist arson." 

•Victor Ancalaf Llaupe, Complejo Pen- 
itenciario El Manzano Concepcion — Di- 
rection, Camino a Penco N° 450 Casilla 
70, Chile. Mapuche leader serving five 
years for "terrorist arson." 

•Jaime Huenchullan Cayul, Juan Car- 
los Huenulao Tricauko, Florencio Jaime 
Marileo Saravia, Jose Patricio Marileo 
Saravia, Jose Nain Curamil and Patri- 
cia Troncoso Robles, Centro Detention 
Penitentiaria Pedro Aguirre — Cerda N° 
80 y Los Confines s/n°, Angol, IX Region, 
Chile. Huenchullan is awaiting trial, ac- 
cused of theft and intimidation. Huenu- 
lao is awaiting trial, accused of "terrorist 
arson." Troconso and the Marileos are 
serving 10 years for "terrorist arson." 


Nain, a Mapuche leader, is serving five 
years for arson. 

MOVE 

The "MOVE 9," members of an eco- 
revolutionary group, were framed for the 
murder of a cop and sentenced to 30 to 
1 00 years each. 

•Debbie Simms Africa, #006307, 
Janet Holloway Africa, #006308, and 
Janine Philips Africa, #006309, SCI 
Cambridge Springs, 451 Fullerton 
Ave, Cambridge Springs, PA 16403- 
1238, USA. 

•Michael Davis Africa, #AM4973, 
and Charles Simms Africa, #AM4975, 
SCI Grateford, POB 244, Grateford, 
PA 19426-0244, USA. 

•Edward Goodman Africa, #AM4974, 
SCI Mahanoy, 301 Morea Rd, Frack- 
ville, PA 17931, USA. 

•William Philips Africa, #AM4984, and 
Delbert Orr Africa, #AM4985, SCI Dallas, 
Drawer K, Dallas, PA 18612, USA. 

•Mumia Abu-Jamal, #AM8335, SCI 
Greene, 175 Progress Dr, Waynesburg, 
PA 15370, USA. Abu-Jamal, a politi- 
cally active journalist, was framed for 
the murder of a cop in 1981. 

Political Prisoners 

•Jose Perez Gonzalez, #21519-069, 
Federal Prison Camp, POB 725, Edge- 
field, SC 29824-0725, USA. Serving five 
years for conspiracy to destroy federal 
property during a May 2003 celebra- 
tion of the end of the US military 
occupation of Vieques. 

•Robert "Rob los Ricos" Thaxton, 
#12112716, MCCF, 4005 Aumsville 
Hwy, Salem, OR 97301, USA. Serving 
a seven-year mandatory minimum 
sentence for throwing a rock at a cop 
at a 1999 Reclaim the Streets action in 
Eugene, Oregon. 

•Fran Thompson, #1090915 HU 
1C, WERDCC, POB 300, Vandalia, 
MO 63382-0300, USA. Before she was 
given a life sentence in the early 1990s 
for shooting a stalker in self defense, 
Thompson was active in animal rights 
and environmental campaigns. 

Prisoner Support Groups 

•Earth Liberation Prisoners Support 
Network, www.spiritoffreedom.org.uk. 

•North American Earth Libera- 
tion Prisoners Support Network, 
www.ecoprisoners.org. 

•Prison Moratorium Project, 388 
Atlantic Ave, 3rd Floor, Brooklyn, NY 
11217, USA; www.nomoreprisons.org. 
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announce 


Caravan to Indigenous 

Resistance Communities 

May 26-June 6 • Black Mesa, Arizona 

Join the Spring caravan to Black Mesa to support human 
rights. A caravan of work crews from across the western 
states will converge to spend a week with Dine families af- 
fected by coal mining and relocation laws on Black Mesa. 
Hands-on projects will demonstrate how indigenous com- 
munities are actively shaping their futures and assuring 
cultural survival. 

Coordinators for the caravan are located in Prescott, 
Flagstaff, Tuba City and Big Mountain, Arizona, as well as 
in Appalachia, the San Francisco Bay Area and Humboldt 
County, California. 

For more information or to coordinate a work crew in 
your region, contact Black Mesa Indigenous Support, (982) 
773-8056; blackmesais@riseup.net; www.blackmesais.org. 

Volunteers Needed 
for Forest Monitoring 

The Northwest Ecosystem Survey Team (NEST) is a group 
of forest defenders committed to protecting the habitats of 
rare species associated with old-growth and late-successional 
forests. Through identifying and surveying for endangered 
and rare species protected by the Northwest Forest Plan, 
NEST can halt many logging projects on public lands. 

Starting in June and continuing through the Summer, 
NEST will conduct citizen surveys for sensitive species, 
and it needs volunteers of all kinds. Previous climb- 
ing experience is great, but training will also be 
available. 

A typical NEST camp is composed of five to 
10 people who will spend two weeks at each 
timber sale, moving from unit to unit and 
looking for the presence of protected spe- 
cies either in the canopy or on the ground. 

Besides locating protected species, NEST vol- 
unteers encounter all kinds of wildlife and 
get to see some of the most beautiful, 
endangered ecosystems that Cascadia 
has to offer. Equipment and food is 
provided, though volunteers will 
need to bring their own sleeping 
bags and camping gear. 

For more info., contact 
primateliberation@yahoo.com; 
www.cascwild.org. 


Weekend of Resistance 

Against the “Green Scare” 

June 9-11 

Right now, there are more than a dozen people sitting 
in American jails (or on strict bail release) accused of Earth 
and Animal Liberation Front actions. They are facing ri- 
diculous charges and draconian sentences. 

This June, show the world that the voice of truth will 
not be silenced by fear. 

For the past three years, June 11 has been celebrated as 
an international day of solidarity with Jeff "Free" Luers. 
He has repeatedly been overjoyed by the amount of sup- 
port he has received from around the world. 

This year. Free asks you to extend the solidarity that you 
have shown him to these defendants and that foremost in 
your mind be the thought that the state is trying to break 
this struggle with repressive and intimidating arrests and 
sentences. It's not just those in prison being punished, 
with these sentences designed to frighten others into 
compliance. 

Free has called for a weekend of resistance against the 
"Green Scare" and is asking you to demonstrate that you 
can't be intimidated. Celebrate your dissent; give it voice. 
Be loud. Be visible. If you have the ability, organize a re- 
claim the streets party or critical mass. And if you are going 
to host a fundraiser or venue event, please donate all of 
the proceeds to the legal defense of those recently arrested 
who maintain integrity in the face of repression. 

For more information, fliers, graphics and merchandise, 
contact Free's Defense Network, POB 3, Eugene, OR 97440; 
freefreenow@mutualaid.org; www.freefreenow.org. 

3rd Annual World Naked Bike Ride 

June 1 0 

In June, participants in more than 75 cities 
around the world will experience the naked 
joy of the world's largest naked protest 
against oil dependency and car culture 
in the history of humanity. It is time to 
stop indecent exposure to automobile 
emissions, to celebrate the power and 
individuality of the human body, and 
to demonstrate the vulnerability of cy- 
clists on the road. Be there, as bare as you 
dare! Naked bicycle people power! 

For more information, visit wnbr.virishi.net; 
www.worldnakedbikeride.org. 
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merits 


Wild Earth: Resisting Ecocide 

June 15-18- Coast Salish Territory, 

British Columbia, Canada 

A four-day campout featuring workshops, trainings, 
music and visioning for future campaigns, Wild Earth is 
an all-inclusive gathering dedicated to forging alliances 
across boundaries of race, class, gender and age. Included 
as part of Wild Earth will be hands-on trainings in non- 
violence and civil disobedience tactics, tree-climbing, 
blockades, primitive skills and more. Come network with 
activists working for environmental and social justice, 
share skills and learn from others. 

For more information, contact wildearth@resist.ca; 
wildearth.resist.ca. 

Allied Media Conference 

June 23-25 • Bowling Green, Ohio 

How can alternative media go beyond merely "speak- 
ing truth" and actually change the material conditions 
of our world? How do we construct popular media proj- 
ects that effectively build grassroots power and advance 
social justice? 

The Allied Media Conference will bring together some 
of the most innovative and visionary culture producers, 
media workers, artists and activists to probe these and other 
critical questions. Together, participants will share skills and 
ideas while building new networks for action and support. 
With tremendous collective skill, ingenuity and vision, we 
can use media to build new forms of popular power for the 
21st century. 

Now in its eighth year, the Allied Media Conference 
has become an indispensable tool for an under-resourced 
community. Hands-on workshops, group discussions, film 
screenings, artist presentations and a large exhibition hall 
will be featured. Additionally, an entire day for educators 
and young people to learn how to use independent media 
in the classroom will take place with the Symposium on 
Media Literacy. 

For more information, contact Allied Media Confer- 
ence, POB 20128, Toledo, OH 43610; www.amc2006.org. 

Mid-Atlantic Radical Bookfair 

June 30-July 2 • Baltimore, Maryland 

The Mid-Atlantic Bookfair will bring together radical 
and independent publishers, distributors, bookstores and 
authors for a weekend of workshops, panel discussions 
and performances. These events will cover a variety of 
topics ranging from radical approaches for social services 
and anti-war activism to political art and aesthetics. 


The bookfair will take place at Centerstage, one of 
Baltimore's most beloved independent theaters, lo- 
cated near the Mount Vernon district and Red Emma's 
Bookstore Coffeehouse. 

Co-organized by volunteers from the Red Emma's col- 
lective, the Alternative Press Center, Philadelphia's Wood- 
en Shoe Books and a whole host of others, the bookfair 
promises to be an engaging and exciting celebration of 
informed resistance in the Mid-Atlantic region! 

For more information, visit www.redemmas.org. 

Take Direct Action for Climate Justice 

July 15 

This Summer, the Group of Eight (G8) will convene in 
St. Petersburg, Russia, to plot its continued commodifica- 
tion and domination of the planet, this time under the 
euphemistic banner of "energy security." A leaked G8 
communique calls for trillions of dollars in new invest- 
ments in oil, gas and coal production worldwide, as well 
as wide-scale development of nuclear energy. With the po- 
tential for runaway climate change looming on the not- 
so-distant horizon, such business-as-usual neoliberalism 
poses a direct threat to the continuation of life on Earth as 
we know it. Resistance is self defense. 

July 15 will be an international day of action against 
climate change. As government ministers promise more 
tax dollars to the industries destroying our planet and our 
future, people around the world will be taking action to 
shut them down. This is a call for autonomous, decentral- 
ized actions appropriate for your town or bioregion. Use 
this international day of action to support local struggles 
against oil refineries, gas pipelines, strip mines and coal- 
fired power plants. Host teach-ins to spread sustainable 
living skills. Find a weak point in the infrastructure of re- 
source exploitation and throw a literal or symbolic wrench 
in the works. Visit your local polluters, and give 'em hell. 

For more information, visit www.reclaimthecommons.net. 

Eye of the Storm Available 

A 14-minute documentary recently released by the Port- 
land Independent Media Center depicts the realities of po- 
lice surveillance of activists. Using video footage taken by 
the police themselves, Eye of the Storm illustrates how the 
police routinely target, harass, assault and arrest individu- 
als engaged in constitutionally protected acts of protest. 

"The police have stated that activist video footage only 
tells one side of the story," says the narrator. "But this is 
their side of the story. And their side is even more damn- 
ing than ours." 

For more information, visit www.portland.indymedia.org; 
www.indytorrents.org. 
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EARTH FIRST! DIRECTORY 


ARIZONA 

Catalyst Infoshop 

109 N McCormick St, Prescott, AZ 86301 

(928) 443-8525; info@catalystinfoshop.org 

Chuk'shon EF! 

sabthebastards@hotmail.com 

Flagstaff Activist Network 

POB 911, Flagstaff, AZ 86002 

(928) 213-9507; info@flagstaffactivist.org 

Phoenix EF! 

phoenixef@excite.com 

Tucson EF! 

az_earth_flrst@hotmail.com 

CALIFORNIA 

ACT UP SF! 

1884 Market St, San Francisco, CA 94102 
(415) 864-6686; actupsf@hotmail.com 
Direct Action Fund 
POB 210, Canyon, CA 94516 

Free Mind Media 

546 Pacific Ave, Santa Rosa, CA 95404 

info@freemindmedia.org 

Long Haul Infoshop 

3124 Shattuck Ave, Berkeley, CA 94705 

(510) 540-0751; slingshot@tao.ca 


North Coast EF! 

POB 28, Areata, CA 95518 
(707) 825-6598 

Santa Cruz EF! 

POB 344, Santa Cruz, CA 95061 
cruzef@cruzio.com 

Sierra Nevada EF! 

collective@sierranevadaearthfirst.org 
smartMeme Strategy St Training Project 
2940 16th St #216, San Francisco, CA 94103 
info@smartmeme.com 
COLORADO 

Wilderness Study Group 

University of Colorado, Campus Box 207, 

Boulder, CO 80309 

wsg@colorado . edu 

CONNECTICUT 

Environmental Library Fund 

25 Newtown Turnpike, Weston, CT 06883 

(203) 227-2065; remyc@prodigy.net 

FLORIDA 

Jeaga EF! 

(561) 547-6686; jeagaearthfirst@riseup.net 
INDIANA 

Boxcar Books St Community Center 


310A S Washington St, Bloomington, 

IN 47401 

(812) 323-7328; boxcar@boxcarbooks.org 
Roadblock EF! 
roadblockef@y ahoo .com 
KANSAS 

Solidarity! Radical Library 

1109 Massachusetts St, Lawrence, KS 66044 
(785) 865-1374 
MAINE 
Maine EF! 

POB 917, Belfast, ME 04915 

maineef@yahoo. com 

People's Free Space 

POB 4875, Portland, ME 04112 

info@peoplesfreespace.org 

MA SS A CH USE T T S 

Mass Direct Action 

POB 484, Somerset, MA 02726 

massdirectaction@riseup.net 

MINNE SOTA 

Church of Deep Ecology 

POB 16075, St Paul, MN 55116 

(800) 862-7031; 

contact@churchofdeepecology.org 

Forest Ecosystems Action Group 

2441 Lyndale Ave S, Minneapolis, MN 55405 

paarise@mtn.org 

MISSOURI 

Community Arts & Media Project 

POB 63232, St Louis, MO 63163 

mberry@riseup.net 

MONTANA 

Buffalo Field Campaign 

POB 957, West Yellowstone, MT 59758 
(406) 646-0070; buffalo@wildrockies.org 
Wild Rockies EF! 

(406) 961-0171; odinswyrd@yahoo.com 
NEBRASKA 

Environmental Resource Center 

(308) 432-3458; buffalobruce@panhandle.net 

NEW YORK 

Central New York EF! 

POB 37044, Syracuse, NY 13235 

NORTH CAROLINA 

Katuah EF!/Roadkill Faction 

POB 1485, Asheville, NC 28802 

Uwharrie EF! 

bison 1 2@wildmail.com 

OHIO 

Hock-Hocking EF! 

(740) 592-2581; info@eastemforestdefense.org 
The Wire: A Community Resource Center 
21 Kern St, Athens, OH 45701 
(740) 589-5111; thewire@riseup.net 
OREGON 

Blue Mountains Biodiversity Project 

27803 Williams Ln, Fossil, OR 97830 
Cascadia EF! 

POB 10384, Eugene, OR 97440 

ef@cascadiarising.org 

Cascadia Rising! Ecodefense 

POB 12583, Portland, OR 97212 

(503) 493-7495; action@cascadiarising.org 

Green Anarchy 

POB 11331, Eugene, OR 97440 

collective@greenanarchy.org 





PENNSYLVANIA 


EF! Philly 

earthfirstphilly@riseup.net 
Species Traitor/Black and Green 
POB 835, Greensburg, PA 15601 
primalwar@hotmail . com 
RHODE ISLAND 
Ocean State EF! 
oceanstate_ef@riseup.net 
TENNESSEE 
Three Rivers EF! 

POB 16309, Knoxville, TN 37996 

(865) 633-8483; annebonnylives@yahoo.com 

UTAH 

Wild Wasatch EF! 

8790 W 25800 N, Portage, UT 84331 

(435) 866-2137 

VERMONT 

Save the Corporations from Themselves 
169 Main St, Brattleboro, VT 05301 
(802) 254-4847; larrysvt@hotmail.com 


The Evergreen State College 
Environmental Resource Center 

2700 Evergreen Pkwy NW, Cab 320, 

Olympia, WA 98505 

(360) 867-6784; erc@riseup.net 

The Last Wizards 

2103 Harrison Ave #2341, Olympia, 

WA 98502 

james@lastwizards.com 

Olympia EF! 

POB 2640, Olympia, WA 98507 

WISCONSIN 

Madison EF!/Infoshop 

1019 Williamson St #B, Madison, WI 53703 

(608) 262-9036 

WYOMING 

Teewinot EF! 

POB 1588, Wilson, WY 83014 

(307) 690-6961; teewinotef@wildrockies.org 


Some of the benefits of being listed in the EF! directory include: exposure for local and regional campaigns; free 
advertising space in the Journal, merchandise discounts; and bulk copies of the Journal for the price of postage. For more 
information, contact the EF! Journal, POB 3023, Tucson, AZ 85702; (520) 620-6900; collective@earthfirstjournal.org. 


INTERNATIONAL CONTACTS 


EF! Australia 

POB 161, Norseman, WA, 6443, Australia 
efoz@earthfirst .org.au 
EF! OZ-Jervis Bay 

POB 295, Nowra, NSW, 2541, Australia 
BELGIUM 

EF! Belgium Support Group 

belgium2005@groenfront.be 

CANADA 

Elaho EF! 

earth_first@resist.ca 
CZECH REPUBLIC 
Car Busters 

Kratka 26, 100 00 Prague 10, Czech Republic 
420-274-810-849; info@carbusters.org 
EIRE 

An Talamh Glas (Green Earth) 

atgblue@yahoo.com 

EF! Action Update 

12 London Rd, Brighton BN1 4JA, UK 


mail@actionupdate.org.uk 
Leeds EF! c/o CRC 

16 Sholebroke Ave, Leeds LS7 3HB, UK 
0113-262-9365; leedsef@ukf.net 
London EF! 

84B Whitechapel High St, London El 0, UK 

eflondon@ziplip.com 

London Rising Tide 

62 Fieldgate St, London El 1ES, UK 

0770-879-4665; london@risingtide.org.uk 

Manchester EF! 

22a Beswick St, Manchester M4 7HS, UK 
mancef@nematode.freeserve.co.uk 

Road Block 

POB 164, Totnes, TQ9 5WX, UK 

020-7729-6973; office@roadblock.org.uk 

GERMANY 

EF! Germany 

green.rage@web.de 

ISRAEL 

Green Action Israel 

POB 4611, Tel Aviv 61046, Israel 


NETHERLANDS 
ASEED Europe 

Plantage Doklaan 12 A, 1018 CM, 
Amsterdam, Netherlands 
3 1 -20-668-2236; aseedeur@antenna.nl 
Vrienden van GroenFront! 

POB 85069, 3508 AB Utrecht, Netherlands 

netherlands2005@groenfront.nl 

NIGERIA 

Environmental Rescue International 

20 Dawson Rd, by Forestry Junction, Benin 
City, Nigeria 

environmentalrescue@yahoo.co.uk 

RUSSIA 

Ecodefense! 

POB 1477, Kaliningrad, 236000, Russia 

0112-44-84-43 

SOUTH KOREA 

Green Korea United 

1 10-740 #605 Korean Ecumenical Bldg 136-56 
Younji-Dong, Jongro-Gu, Seoul, South Korea 
82-2-747-8500; greenkorea@greenkorea.org 
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The Earth First! Journal currently has an opening for a new member of our editorial staff. It could be 
you! Being a part of the Journal is full of rewards — working on a consensus basis with a tight collective 
to publish a magazine essential to the radical environmental movement. Our new long-term editor 
ideally will have publishing experience, be personally compatible with existing staff, have excellent 
editing skills, be computer literate, have a sense of humor and be able to commit to at least a year and 
a half. As a collective, all of the work is shared, so a motivated, hard-working individual is required! 

We also welcome people with a variety of talents and activist experience to come and work for one 
issue of the Journal as a “short-term” editor. This adds to the diversity of voices and energy in the 
magazine. The waiting list can be long, but it also depends on how flexible your schedule is and when 
you will be available. 

To apply, send your resume with a letter of interest to the Earth First! Journal , POB 3023, Tucson, AZ 
85702. Please forward a writing sample, activist history and the names of some EF! activists who can 
vouch for you. For more information, contact (520) 620-6900; collective@earthfirstjournal.org. 



In dozens of news articles detailing 
numerous underground actions in North 
America, comment has been unavailable 
to counter the interests of the animal 
abusers, who have spoken largely 
unopposed. 


No longer. 


NAALPO members are not 
“spokespersons" for the animal liberation 
movement, but rather a growing group of 
tested, well-spoken professionals and 
activists who provide the media with 
information regarding actions by the 
underground, along with explanations of 
their ideology and philosophy 


For more information, 
contact 


' NORTH AMERICAN 


ANIMAL 


Classic Earth First! T-shirts now in stock! 


Also bike stickers, buttons, zines and more. 


www.peacesupplies.org 


> LIBERATION 
' PRESS OFFICE 

■ jj, ; 21044 Sherman Way #21 1 

Canoga Park, CA 91302 
Ph: (818) 932-9997 Fax: (818) 932.-9998 
j www.AnimalLibPress.org 

animallibpress@yahoo.com 


Subscribe to the Earth First! Journal ...the radical environmental journal 


Name. 


| Address 

I City, State, Zip+4 


O $500 Lifetime Subscription 
O $25 Regular Rate ($22 low income) 
O $40 First Class 
O $40 Anonymous Envelope 


O $40 Surface Mail, International 
O $40 Air Mail, Canada or Mexico 
O $50 Air Mail, International 
(US $, no foreign checks) 


DONATION 


| Email. 


I Tel. Country O $75 Corporate or Law Enforcement Rate j DONATION 

I Email O Send me a free Keep It Wild EF! music compilation with my subscription 

Mail to: Earth First! Journal-subscriptions Credit Card Orders circle one: Visa / MC 

POB 3023, Tucson, AZ 85702 # — Exp, date 
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We are fighting to tip the balance in a struggle 
that extends far beyond protecting these rivers , 
this expanse of wilderness. Protest, like climate 
change, knows no borders.... 
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Daily Planet Publishing - Earth First! 
POB 3023 

Tucson, AZ 85702, USA 

Address Service Requested 



Periodicals 




A red check mark means your subscription has expired. Time to renew. 




Environment & Society Portal 


Suggested citation: Josh, Oskar, Panagioti, and Wednesday, eds., Earth First! 26, no. 5 
(1 July 2006). Republished by the Environment & Society Portal, 
Multimedia Library, http://www.enviromnentandsociety.org/node/7217 


All rights reserved. The user may download, preserve and print this material only for private, 
research or nonprofit educational purposes. The user may not alter, transform, or build upon 
this material. 


The Rachel Carson Center's Environment & Society Portal makes archival materials openly 
accessible for purposes of research and education. Views expressed in these materials 
do not necessarily reflect the views or positions of the Rachel Carson Center or its partners. 


La Otra Campana * Bio Lab Resistance * Six Nations Blockade * Yes Men Interview 




TACTICAL EMBARRASSMENT 



HOW IT WORKS 


> highlight the Seville city govem- 
ent s "planned abandonment" of a 


To 1 

ment's pte 

centuries-old working-class 
neighborhood— a plan whose aim 
was to lower property values and 
make residents leave, thus paving the 
way for gentrification— activists 
planted thousands of altered city logos 
in the dog droppings that were filling 
their neighborhood. Visitors to an 
important conference on "sustainable 
cities" could not help wondering why 
the dty was sponsoring dog shit. 

Cost to dogs: minor. Shortly afterwards, sanitation 
services resumed in the Alameda. More importantly, 
ntrification plan was made more visible to all 
nts, and was shown to be everyone's problem. 

http : //mm . si ndowi ni o . net/f i anb rera 


the 


Fishing for Cease and Desist Letters 
The easiest way to embarrass someone powerful is to 
show how petty they are. Learn to embrace legal threats 
and use them as evidence in the court of public opinion. 


Preparing the Press Release 
Imagine an "objective" newspaper story about the event 
How would it read? Be realistic. Then write that story. 
(Got qualms? This is just what corporations do every 
day to sell products or candidates.) 


By catching powerful entities off- 
guard, you can momentarily 
expose them to public scrutiny. 
This way, everyone sees how 
they work and can figure out 
how to control them. We call this 
tactical embarrassment. 


in a Nutshell : 

Find a target (some entity 
running amok) and think 
of something sure to annov 
them — something that's 
also lots of fun. 


If you're stumped, 
imagine the target 
losing control and 
acting stupidly. 
What would it 
take to make them 
do that? 


Capitalize on the 
target's reaction. 

Write a press release and 
e-mail it to hundreds of 
journalists. 


Joarnilists love 
fun stories, jest 
like everyone 
else. The more 
fan the story, 
the more likely 
it Is to jet 
covered. 


A Few Highlights in 
Embarrassment History: 


In 1967, Yippies threw a hundred one-dollar bills 
from a balcony onto the New York Stock Exchange 
floor. The journalists they'd brought along told 
the world now the brokers, consumed With greed, 
dropped their trading and scrambled around for 
the money. 

Cost to Yippies: $200. Loss to NYSE due to shutdown: 
millions of dollars — not to mention their image. 

http://gatt.org/yippies 


* Anal Aua fin piCT a M Auxin, TX prem nnlHIKr. Jun* SMI 

During George W. Bush's run for President, 
©™ark put up a website at GWBush.com that 
looked just liKe Bush's campaign site, but that 
poked run of Bush and criticized the corporate 
funding of elections. When Bush saw the fake 
website, he got very angry and said some really 
stupid things on TV. 

®™ark e-mailed press releases about Bush's 
behavior to thousands of journalists. The resulting 
press embarrassed the Bush campaign into 
withdrawing their legal threats as well as their 
complaint to the Federal Elections Commission. 

Cost to ®™ark: $0. Bush was shown to be unbelievably 
whiny and capable of stooping very low when annoyed. 

http ://rt*ark . con/bush 


W hen trying to understand 
how a machine works, it 
helps to expose its guts. The same 
can be said of powerful people 
or corporations who work hard 
to make themselves richer— 
regardless of consequence 
for everyone else. 
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We're witnessing the spiral of 
movement evolution. In 1990, 

Earth First! was split between 
flag-burning anti-racists and im- 
migrant-bashing patriots. Sixteen 
years later, EF! is still here, now 
marching side by side with flag- 
waving immigrants. These are con- 
fusing times to be running with 
the EF! tribe. There's uncertainty 
about what we, as a network and as 
a movement, are doing. But clarity 
may be fast approaching. 

When I began short-terming at 
the Journal this Spring, I had just 
finished an amazing trip across 
Mexico, via freight train. I had 
crossed paths with about a hun- 
dred other folks also riding the 
rails north towards the border of 

the US Empire. I had the oppor- Headin' back to the pesadilla Americana 

tunity to speak with people from 

across Mexico, as well as Honduras, Guatemala, El Salvador and Nicaragua. 

Very few seemed to be harboring any illusions about life on the other 
side. People were clear on the racism, discrimination and general void of 
spiritual and cultural values they were heading towards — what some of us 
refer to as the American nightmare, la pesadilla Americana. 

Thoughts of borders and migration were burning in my mind when I 
walked into the EF!J office. But as the reality of life in the Empire sunk 
back in, my fire began cooling, and I started feeling pretty dismal about 
the state of EF!. First off, there was not one article from a US action in 
the last issue but over 1 1 pages dedicated to the Green Scare. Second, the 
Journal staff is rapidly dwindling in size, age, experience and diversity. My 
brain was paralyzed with a feeling of impending doom for EF!. 

I snapped out of it. Articles started trickling in; I began working on a 
long-overdue index of the past 25 years of Journal articles. I met with lo- 
cal Chicano, Mexican and indigenous activists; stories from my Spring in 
Mexico started seeping back in. My brain began to overflow with thoughts 
of where EF! has been and where we're going. 

There may be lines drawn between some of us (and some giant steel 
walls and maybe soon a couple thousand miles of "virtual fence"), but our 
heads and our hearts are not far from each other. The Earth that we all live 
and die on infinitely connects us, and we have so much to learn (start- 
ing with Spanish) from our relations struggling to our south. It's time to 
tighten up these cross-border networks and make our plans to end this 
pinche pesadilla, for good. 

iQue vive La Tierra, siempre estan Primero! 


— PANAGIOTI EVANGELOS NASIOS TSOLKAS 
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by Amanda Womac 

After two years of waiting, Katuah 
Earth First! (KEF!) activists are final- 
ly free of a lawsuit brought against 
them by the National Coal Company 
(NCC) following a small protest in 
August 2004. NCC filed this Strategic 
Lawsuit Against Public Participation 
(SLAPP) in the hope of draining the 
activists’ time and money, and stall- 
ing their opposition to the compa- 
ny's mountaintop removal mine at 
Zeb Mountain, Tennessee. 

Mountaintop removal is a coal-ex- 
traction process favored by mining 
companies in southern Appalachia 
because it's cheap and easy (see EF!f 
November-December 2004). Now, 
coal companies are moving into the 
hills of Tennessee, and they are bring- 
ing the dangerous and environmen- 
tally destructive process with them. 
That's why, on a sunny Sunday in 
August 2004, Debbie Shumate, Chris 
Irwin and I traveled to NCC's office 
in West Knoxville to hold signs and 
raise awareness about the destruc- 
tion of Tennessee's mountains for 
cheap electricity. 

The following Friday, Irwin and I 
received notice of the suit and tem- 
porary restraining orders (TRO) issued 
by NCC because of the "rowdy pro- 
test," "use of bludgeons" and "block- 
ing of traffic." Stunned by such an 
outrageous reaction to what was quite 
frankly a lousy protest, we contacted 
two local lawyers. They agreed to 


work on the TRO, and it was thrown 
out of court almost immediately. 

Soon after, however, Shumate, Ir- 
win, john johnson and I found our- 
selves named in the lawsuit and 
facing paperwork, depositions and 
headaches. With Mountain Justice 
Summer (MJS) around the bend, we 
started working on the lawsuit and 
continued organizing to save the 
mountains of southern Appalachia. 

King Coal has a long history of in- 
timidation in southern Appalachia, 
and NCC — the new kid on the block — 
learned quickly. Over the Summer, 
KEF! could not shake NCC thugs vid- 
eotaping protests and gatherings, at- 
tending public meetings and writing 
down names, taking pictures of activ- 
ists and our cars, and making false ac- 
cusations towards activists about our 
protest behavior during a sharehold- 
ers' meeting. These tactics — coupled 
with a Federal Joint Terrorism Task 
Force investigation, including the FBI 
and the Department of Homeland Se- 
curity — proved to MJS activists that 
we were making headway with our 
campaign. We did not, however, stop 
speaking out for the mountains. 

During the deposition phase of 
the lawsuit, NCC tried to obtain 
our bank statements, computer 
files and nonexistent "membership 
lists." After the TRO was thrown out 
of court and all the random defen- 
dants — such as John Doe, Jane Doe 
and KEF! — were taken off the suit, 
NCC decided to hire an expensive, 


Nashville law firm to continue the 
lawsuit because its in-house lawyer 
was just not cutting it. 

"The lawsuit was a complete mis- 
use of the legal system, designed 
to keep us from exercising our First 
Amendment rights," said Irwin. "It 
never should have been filed.... It was 
brought purely to scare people and to 
create a climate of fear." 

Finally, this May, I received a call 
from our lawyer saying that the law- 
suit had been dropped. Some think it 
was because NCC knew the suit would 
not hold up in court, while others say 
it was because NCC was losing money 
and could not afford the expensive 
lawyers. According to a notice posted 
on NCC's website, the company "spent 
approximately $600,000 during... 2005, 
on security measures and related legal 
fees, largely as a result of the actions of 
some environmental activists." 

Nevertheless, we do not feel like 
this was a victory, just a waste of 
time. Victory will come when people 
descend on southern Appalachia this 
Summer for MJS 2006 and demand an 
end to mountaintop removal, as well 
as a beginning to clean, green energy 
and economic stability in the region. 
So join us for a Summer of protests 
and public hearings; scouting, camp- 
ing, hiking and camaraderie; and 
most of all, victory over King Coal! 

For more information, visit www. 
mountainjusticesummer.org. 

Amanda is an environmental activist 
and journalist based out of Tennessee. 
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Dear EF!J collective, 

I see a friend of mine re- 
ceived an EF!J, and I read it — 
this is a beautiful issue. I love 
it! Keep up the good work. 
Soon Aztlan will be back in 
the hands of the people and 
not that vile corporation in 
Washington's pit of vipers. 
The uncool human sort. 

Because the warriors in 
Mexico are gaining ground. 
At last, it's full steam ahead. 

Love love love, 

— Oso Blanco, 
Byron Shane: of Chubbuck® 
Clan 

Dear SFB, 

As an anarchist thoroughly 
at odds with the US capital- 
ist system, I recently became 
interested in the Socialist 
Labor Party (SLP). In my let- 
ter inquiring about possible 
membership, I mentioned 
my affiliation with Wild Wa- 
satch Earth First! and was in- 
formed that my connection 
with EF! would not be wel- 
comed by the SLP member- 
ship committee. 

Where have we gone wrong, 
when an anarchist group like 
the SLP — which seeks collec- 
tive ownership by the people 
of the factories, mills, mines, 
railroads and all instruments of 
production — is so ill-informed 
about the goals of EF!? 

This corporate-controlled 
government's power is de- 
rived from the fact that many 
splinter groups like EF! and 
SLP, which could truly make 
a difference, choose to foster 
their own individual agendas 
rather than working together 
for the common goal. 

— Seeking Owl 

Dear EF! friends, 

Yes, I have let my sub- 
scription expire. No, it's not 


because you fail in your mis- 
sion to inform and motivate. 
I really liked reading the 
Journal, but it is all so mean- 
ingless now. The corpora- 
tions have won. Capitalism 
is global. The trends are ir- 
reversible; we are headed for 
disaster. This doesn't mean 
that we should roll over and 
die, or stop informing oth- 
ers of the impending col- 
lapse, or that we should stop 
working to save a few more 
species or stop working for 
social justice. 

I am deeply immersed in 
the prison abolition move- 
ment. Not because I think 
this is an achievable goal, 
but — like you — I want to in- 
spire others to think more 
broadly and deeply about 
the systems that create the 
obscenities that rule our 
lives. Mass incarceration, or 
mass biosphere destruction, 
it's the same game. I work on 
systemic problems within the 
prison system, but also on 
the malaise of the incarcer- 
ated. Some of my work could 
be considered nothing more 
than reformist, but these ef- 
forts also cause the beast to 
expend energy. These last 
two issues (malaise and re- 
formism) are things I'm sure 
you struggle with as well. 

This doesn't explain why I 
haven’t renewed. I guess I'm 
just tired of reading the same 
old stuff about valiant but 
futile efforts to stop this ma- 
chine. I might be with you 
yet if there was more seri- 
ous talk about post-/during- 
collapse survival and how 
we might ensure that the 
beast never rises again once 
down, or how when it is on 
its knees, we might apply 
the coup de grace (destroying 
the electrical grid, pipelines, 


dams, powerplants, refiner- 
ies, etc.). But, maybe not. 
I've heard all the talk, and 
I'm tired of analysis. I've 
taken my lumps, chemical 
sprays and arrests from the 
cops. I’m done analyzing 
and preparing. I'm done pos- 
turing and demonstrating. 
I'm done with hope and vi- 
sion. Now it's time to take it 
to 'em, nothing less. 

In the struggle, 

— Frank Van den Bosch 

Dear Shitty Li'l Brains, 

I was flippin' through 
some issues of the Journal 
from the past few years and 
noticed photo after photo 
of actions people had done, 
where there was a gaggle of 
crusty, dirty li'l forest punx. 
And in my interactions with 
various parts of the eco-move- 
ment, I have met quite a few 
older, khaki-wearin', NGO- 
job-havin', former EF!ers and 
am sure there are more than 
those I have met. 

My question to the larger 
movement is this: Why don’t 
old EF!ers come out to the ac- 
tions these younger, punker 
folks put on? Not a forest 
blockade 100 miles from no- 
where, but I'm talkin’ one- 
day or one-afternoon type 
things in the city. Publicity- 
action-type shindigs. Is it a 
lack of communication on 
the part of the kids about 
protests/actions coming up 
or a lack of caring on the ol' 
fogies' part? Perhaps a com- 
bination of the two? 

But my vision is to look 
back on the next two years' 
issues and see khaki-wearing, 
full-o-knowledge older folks 
out there side by side with 
these younger kids, passin' 
on their knowledge and stan- 
din' up for what those kids 


are doin'. Unfortunately, our 
society takes a 40-year-old 
in khakis much more seri- 
ously than an 18-year-old 
who hasn't showered in four 
months. But the passion the 
young folks bring, combined 
with the knowledge and re- 
spectability the older, more 
mainstream-lookin' folks 
bring, could make EF! a more 
powerful force for change. 
And young kids want to 
know where our predecessors 
have gone in their lives, with 
an eye towards our own fu- 
tures and gaining more wis- 
dom in the present. 

So all you old EF!ers, get 
out there and stand behind 
those dirty kids and what 
they are saying. It's not that 
much effort, and you will 
be making a difference in 
where this whole EF! thing 
heads in the future. 

— A Clean Youngin' 

To the EF!J collective, 

Huzzahs for you! Your 
first car-free issue! All right! 
I stand in awe — or actually, I 
cycle in awe. I bike to work 
every day (with very few ex- 
ceptions), and ride to church 
and concerts, occasionally to 
the grocery store — so I know 
that a car can be way more 
convenient, and much more 
destructive and expensive! 

1 am going to pass on the 
good news to others of your 
achievement. In the next 
few years, we will see the end 
of oil and numbers of great 
changes as a result. I hope 
that we can make the transi- 
tion to sustainability without 
too much pain, and such ex- 
amples as yours of just what 
is possible are wonderful! I 
hope that my small example 
will make some impact too. 

— Bob Boyce 
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Dear SFB, 

The recently formed Cen- 
tral New York Earth First! 
(CNYEF!) held an ecodefense 
training on April 23, in Syra- 
cuse, New York. At our first 
public event, we shared skills 
with about 25 attendees. The 
weather forecast called for a 
100-percent chance of rain, 
but nature must have been 
pleased with us that day, and 
we hardly saw a drizzle. The 
authorities had warned us 
that the public parks were 
off limits, knocking 'at our 
doors and, of course, calling 
us a few times to "check up" 
on where we would be hav- 
ing our training. We are sure 
they thought it was going 
to be extreme and radical, 
but really it was some folks 
climbing trees and hanging 
on ropes. 

Since we wanted to spend 
the day teaching and learn- 
ing hands-on skills rather 
than dealing with police ha- 
rassment, we moved to a less 
ideal but more private loca- 
tion. Rather than doing it 
in a national forest or park, 
we hit up the most urban 
area one could possibly get: 
a backyard. So people, you 
don't need a forest to learn 
ecodefense, you just need a 
backyard. 

We on the East Coast want 
to emphasize that issues of eco- 
classism, eco-racism, drink- 
ing-water pollution, sewage, 
trash pick-up and urban parks 
are as important as protect- 
ing old growth. So with this 
urban spin, we taught some 
valuable skills to some eager 
folks. Skills covered included 
knot tying, tree climbing, rap- 
pelling, rigging and travers- 
ing tree-to-tree ziplines, and 
tripod construction. CNYEF! 
trainings will continue and 


expand, both in number of 
skills and in geography. Com- 
ing soon to a city near you! 

—CNYEF! 

Dear SFB, 

I am writing in response 
to T.M. Hoy's letter (see EF!J 
March-April 2006). 

Federal public defenders 
can be more than adequate to 
defend arrested defendants. 
In our current legal situation, 
I know both Chelsea and I 
feel our attorneys have been 
extremely competent. I have 
seen my attorney on the av- 
erage of twice a week for the 
past five months. 

I do agree with T.M. Hoy's 
comments that some public 
defenders can be "worse than 
useless.” As part of support 
work, outside people need to 
help ascertain if defendants 
have good attorneys. Public 
defenders can be fired, and 
new ones can be appointed. 
Support needs to happen as 
soon as possible after people 
are arrested. 

That said, I don't see how 
many options we have in 
cases like this. I don't feel 
our movements can afford 
one $100,000 attorney, never 
mind 15 of them. I've never 
felt that a paid attorney was 
ever an available option to 
myself. 

In Resistance, 

— Darren Thurston 

Smear Snitch fer Brains, 

Peter Young, you're my 
hero! "The Enemy Within" 
is the only no-compromise, 
sensible article I've read in 
the EF!J regarding the snitch 
epidemic plaguing our move- 
ment (see EF!J May-June 
2006). It should be memorized 
and dissected and turned into 
a blueprint for developing 


"security culture" workshops 
and literature. "No one talks, 
everyone walks." 

Jim Flynn, you know I 
love you man, and I loved 
your "Operation Backfire 
Backfires on FBI" piece. I 
think it's the best thing I've 
ever read by you. But you 
did waffle toward the side 
of the apologists with the, 
"They were left with few op- 
tions. I can understand some 
of their decisions," and "I 
don't think any of us on the 
outside can judge..." com- 
ments. Being on "the in- 
side" because I didn’t go out 
like that fuckin' punk Jacob 
Ferguson and because I've 
weathered many an interro- 
gation room without snitch- 
ing, I feel especially entitled 
to judge with fairness. But 
so can all y'all out there. If 
you tell on anybody for any 
reason, even yourself when 
you have codefendants, then 
you are snitching, and you 
shouldn't be trusted. Even 
if you have no codefendants 
and you just tell on yourself, 
you're giving the cops valu- 
able information they can 
use in their investigations to 
bust others. Keep your damn 
mouth shut. 

Which brings me to Free's 
letter. You're a stand-up dude 
and an example to us all of a 
good soldier, but I’ve bit my 
tongue too many times over 
some of your apologetic and 
forgiving comments. "There 
will always be those who 
break, and it is not always 
their fault." Well, whose 
fuckin' fault is it?! We ain’t 
been sent to Abu Ghraib or 
Guantanamo (at least not 
yet), and I'm sure none of us 
have had jumper cables at- 
tached to our genitalia. We 
have no excuse for snitching 


except weakness. I was han- 
gin' out with some of your 
support people just after you 
and Critter got busted, and 
they told me he was gonna 
plea out and tell the cops de- 
tails regarding his role in the 
alleged charges, while you re- 
mained resolute in your defi- 
ance. I told those folks right 
then and there that what 
Critter was doing was wrong 
and that it would help bury 
you at trial. And I know that 
him spilling his guts assisted 
the state in building its case 
against you and getting you 
convicted. There is a big dif- 
ference between that and 
"taking the stand," but in all 
the jails and prisons I've ever 
been in, it's still understood 
as snitching. If it walks like 
a duck, and it quacks like a 
duck.... 

Let's keep it real, 

— JJ Hicks 

Dear EF!, 

Sitchensis' "New Direc- 
tions in Climate Justice" re- 
hashes the old refrain that 
"the oil industry" is pulling 
Bush's strings and is the driv- 
ing force behind the war in 
Iraq (see EF!J May-June 2006). 
This is now being exposed as 
a falsehood on par with the 
excuse of the "war on ter- 
ror." It is becoming clear that 
the Iraq war was motivated 
in large part by the need to 
protect Israel. Consequently, 
the push for war was driven 
by the massively influential 
pro-Israel lobby. 

This has been long-known 
but little-discussed until re- 
cently. In their paper, "The 
Israel Lobby and US Foreign 
Policy," Mearsheimer and 
Walt broke this taboo and 
exposed the real root cause. 

continued on next page 
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continued from previous page 
They write, "Some believe 
that this [Iraq war] was a 'war 
for oil,' but there is hardly 
any direct evidence to sup- 
port this claim. Instead, the 
war was motivated in good 
part by a desire to make Is- 
rael more secure.... There is 
little doubt that Israel and 
the Lobby were key factors 
in the decision to go to war." 
As they point out, the Israel 
Lobby provides 50 to 60 per- 
cent (!) of funding for both (!) 
political parties, and as such, 
the Lobby is highly influen- 
tial not only with respect to 
the Middle East, but as re- 
lates to corporatism, global 
trade and environmental de- 
struction generally. 

So this bit of "news" is im- 
portant for radical environ- 
mentalists: It should put an 
end to the fallacy of a "war 
for oil"; it brings into harsh 
daylight the toxic combina- 
tion of excessive wealth and 
its corrupting influence on 
a powerful military-indus- 
trial state like the US; and 
by exposing the true driv- 
ing force for war, it can sug- 
gest more effective tactics 
for resistance. 

The same wealthy capital- 
ists of the Israel Lobby that 
drove this country into war 
also drive it into energy ex- 
ploitation, globalism and 
eco-destruction worldwide. 
This must be factored in to 
any strategy of Earth defense 
that has a hope of success. 

— Tom Johnson 

Editors' Note: The editorial 
collective is worried by the grow- 
ing popularity of the term "Israel 
Lobby" and its anti-Semitic im- 
plications. The "Lobby" is not 
a real organization but rather a 
catchall for Israel's philosophi- 
cal, rhetorical, financial and 
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political supporters. According to 
John Mearsheimer and Stephen 
Walt, "The core of the Lobby is 
comprised of American Jews who 
make significant effort in their 
daily lives to bend US foreign 
policy so that it advances Israel's 
interests." 

There is a longstanding, anti- 
Semitic tradition (popularized 
by the slanderous forgery The 
Protocols of the Elders of 
Zion) that presents the Jews as 
a foreign and corrupting people 
solely dedicated to manipulat- 
ing world governments. 

In our view, the concept of 
the "Israel Lobby" advances 
this anti-Semitic belief, albeit 
in subtle, indirect language. 
Additionally, Tom's argument 
that the "wealthy capitalists 
of the Israel Lobby" (i.e., the 
Jews) are primarily responsible 
for the Iraq war and ecological 
destruction is not only reminis- 
cent of the Nazis' absurd habit 
of blaming the Jews for Ger- 
many’s domestic and foreign 
ills, but it also ignores the US's 
precedent of vicious militarism 
throughout the world — long be- 
fore the founding of Israel and 
far beyond that country's direct 
sphere of influence. 

Dear EF! Journal, 

Many thanks for forward- 
ing the subscription my 
way... reading the news 
while in federal prison brings 
back many warm memories 
of the spotted owl fights of 
the late '80s and nights in 
the woods alone. 

Speaking of alone, it bears 
reminding that individuals 
acting alone are functional- 
ly impervious to conspiracy 
crime. Obvious, but entirely 
accurate nonetheless. Nearly 
every inmate here on drug 
charges (like me) was done in 
through dealings with other 


two-leggers who went down 
and dragged them along. The 
drug business requires such 
risks, customers and suppli- 
ers being inherent therein. 
Solo direct action does not. 
Just a reminder. 

Peace, 

D. Spink, aka D-dog 

Dear SFB, 

Have the tactics of the op- 
position to big biotech be- 
come too predictable? After 
the Reclaim the Commons 
convergence in Chicago 
from April 8 to 11, this was 
one question that some par- 
ticipants pondered. 

"I suspect some of them 
will be in town, banging 
on drums and dressing up 
as carrots and tomatoes," 
Biotechnology Industry Or- 
ganization (BIO) President 
Jim Greenwood had said to 
Chicago's local CBS News af- 
filiate, a few days before the 
start of our activities coun- 
tering BIO's annual interna- 
tional convention. And sure 
enough, on April 11, there 
we were: a raucous group of 
50 drum-banging, puppet- 
wielding, loudly chanting 
animal rights and anti-GE 
activists, marching as a "Mu- 
tant's Parade" during rush 
hour from Monsanto's for- 
mer Chicago headquarters 
through downtown Chicago 
to the museum where BIO 
held its gala celebration that 
evening. The media yawned, 
BIO delegates smirked, we 
yelled and shook the bar- 
ricades separating us from 
them, and went home as 
darkness fell. 

If success is measured in 
terms of disrupting corporate 
business or in media cover- 
age of our dissent, then our 
Chicago convergence failed. 


But in the less quantifiable 
contexts of internal and 
long-term movement-build- 
ing, significant steps foward 
were taken in Chicago for the 
radical movement against 
genetically engineered ag- 
riculture. Spanish-language 
outreach was a priority, and it 
paid off as Puerto Rico's lead- 
ing anti-GE activist, Carmelo 
Ruiz, drew a large and excit- 
ed audience to his lecture at 
Chicago's Puerto Rican Cul- 
tural Center. Other events — 
including a panel discussion 
on "Genetic Engineering and 
Human Rights," a full day 
of skillshares for sustainable 
living, and a family-friendly 
public festival that featured 
live hip-hop and folk music, 
children’s games and speak- 
ers on food sovereignty from 
local community groups — at- 
tracted hundreds of people. 
The roots of our movement 
grew broader, and new seeds 
were planted — literally, as we 
broke ground on a new Chi- 
cago neighborhood garden! 

Our challenge now is to 
carry this momentum into 
2007 and confront the BIO 
convention in Boston next 
May with massive opposi- 
tion and creative tactics that 
chase biotech profiteers away 
from our cities and farms 
once and for all! With the 
community-led fight against 
Boston University's proposed 
bio-weapons lab still going 
strong, and over 100 towns 
throughout New England 
having passed resolutions 
banning GE seeds, the po- 
tential is enormous for a his- 
toric showdown in Boston. 
Organizing meetings are un- 
derway, and you can connect 
with the resistance at www. 
rtc.revolt.org. 

— Ethan 
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Battle Lines Redrawn 

THE WHALE WARS CONTINUE 


by Peter Hammarstedt 

When I read the head- 
line, "Nissui Surrenders 
to Anti- Whalers," the war 
seemed far away. The whal- 
ing ships continued to kill 
with impunity at the bot- 
tom of the world, far from 
the reach of the Sea Shep- 
herd's chained-up . flag- 
ship, the Farley Mowat. But 
somewhere between a high-seas ramming and a detain- 
ment order, the battlefield had changed (see EF!J March- 
April 2006). Consumer boycott campaigns had quickly 
replaced fast-moving Zodiac inflatables, engaging compa- 
nies directly linked to the Japanese whaling fleet. Gorton's 
Seafood of the US and Sealord of New Zealand were two 
of the first companies to be targeted. Both are subsidiar- 
ies of Nissui, one of the five firms that owned Kyodo Sen- 
paku, operator of Japan's six-ship whaling fleet. Nissui 
alone owned one-third of Kyodo Senpaku's shares. 

In April, no more than two months after the Farley 
Mowats detainment, Nissui announced that it would di- 
vest its shares, and environmentalists around the world 
celebrated. "This decision completely demolishes the com- 
mercial foundation of the Japanese whaling industry," a 
Greenpeace campaign manager cried. "A rare victory for 
the whales," BBC wrote. But amid all of the celebration, 
battle lines were simply being redrawn. For what was lost 
in the buzz of jubilation was that Nissui didn't sell its 
shares; it donated them to so-called "public interest firms." 
In other words, ownership of Kyodo Senpaku was simply 
transferred to public organizations, primarily the govern- 
ment-backed Institute for Cetacean Research. Effectively, 
private interests have been being removed from the whal- 
ing industry and even more control has been given to the 
Japanese Fisheries Agency (JFA). 

While the Nissui victory stands as a testament to the 
international public's disapproval of whaling, little else is 
different. Unless companies like Nissui actively work to 
disassemble the whaling fleet, there is little doubt that, in 
the words of one Japanese official, "efforts to hunt whales 
will be redoubled." Sure, the commercial basis for whaling 
has been undermined, but the commercial future for whale 
meat in Japan — a country where 95 percent of the popula- 
tion has never even tasted whale — was bleak to begin with. 


Long before the consumer 
boycott campaign, unsold 
whale meat rotted in ware- 
houses, and government- 
subsidized food programs 
peddled the toxic meat to 
schoolchildren. 

Maybe we simply 
proved the obvious — that 
the Japanese whaling is- 
sue is one of national 
pride. We're no longer 
going up against corrupt fishing companies but facing 
off against an entire nation. Maybe it's no wonder that 
the media is calling the struggle in Antarctica the "Whale 
Wars." Virtually inexhaustible government funds have 
now created a situation where the fate of the whales re- 
mains to be determined by direct action. Once again, the 
whales’ biggest hope is the tired, rusting hulk detained in 
Cape Town, South Africa. 

When asked about the result of the boycott campaign, 
the director of the JFA replied, "We welcome the move. 
From now on, whaling will be regarded as something 
backed by all of Japan, not just a particular group in the 
private sector." And perhaps it really is that simple — that 
when the captain of the Nisshin Maru steered his vessel on 
a collision course with the Farley Mowat, it wasn't to pro- 
tect Nissui's commercial interests. It was a matter of na- 
tional pride. No one buys Japan's arguments of scientific 
whaling. And few countries support its aim to overturn 
the whaling moratorium — except for the ones that have 
been bought through extensive foreign aid packages, of 
course. Japan is surrounded on all sides; it's getting des- 
perate. The founder of Sea Shepherd once said, "Our vic- 
tories are temporary, but our defeats are permanent." We 
are fighting a war, a war to save life on this planet, where 
losing means the extinction of the largest creatures to 
ever grace our world. It is for this reason that Sea Shep- 
herd has no choice but to return to Antarctica by the end 
of the year. 

For more information, visit www.seashepherd.org. 

Peter is the ships' liaison for the Sea Shepherd Conserva- 
tion Society and former second mate of the Farley Mowat. He 
encourages everyone to help Sea Shepherd raise the necessary 
funds to purchase a vessel that can match the speed of the 
Japanese whaling fleet. With it, he is certain that the fleet can 
be shut down. 



Sea Shepherd's Joel Capolomgo attempting to damage 
the propellers of the Nisshin Maru on January 8 
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Down with Borders, 


BY PANAGIOT1 

We are all migrants. 

The vast majority of people on the 
planet hail from recently migrating 
cultures. This fact has placed borders 
at the core of a global tension that 
has been following civilization since 
its inception. It is a ten- 
sion that has caused past 
empires to crumble, and 
the US is beginning to see 
those same familiar stress 
fractures. Now, Earth 
First! is faced with a ques- 
tion that we have been 
skirting around for 26 
years, a question that all 
past revolutionaries have 
had to ask themselves at 
critical moments in hu- 
man history: Which side 
are we on? 

Over the past several 
months, the US has seen 
some of the largest and 
most widespread mobi- 
lizations of the century. 

In response to the US House of Rep- 
resentatives passing bill HR4437 — 
which would further criminalize 
undocumented immigrants and make 


solidarity work unlawful — an unprec- 
edented wave of protests began in 
Los Angeles, California, in March. 
By April 10, nearly two million peo- 
ple had taken to the streets in more 
than 100 cities and towns around 
the country. On May Day — the in- 
ternational labor holiday and pagan 
cross-quarter day also known as Belt- 
ane — tens of millions of immigrants, 
activists and allies in over 200 cities 
turned out. Several states experienced 


multimillion-dollar losses, including 
an estimated $200 million in Los An- 
geles alone. 

Immigrant communities par- 
ticipated in the massive protests, 
marches, school walkouts and gen- 
eral strikes, as well as an interna- 
tionally recognized boycott of all US 


products. Judging by the massive 
racist backlash, this impressive and 
largely spontaneous display of pop- 
ular power has struck fear into the 


core of the US Empire — more than 
all recent radical environmental, 
global justice and anti-war protests 
combined. 

While some EFIers reported par- 
ticipating in this Spring’s mobiliza- 
tions, one is left wondering: Where 
does the radical ecology movement 
stand on immigration and border 
militarization issues today? What 
do the recent immigrant mobiliza- 
tions mean for Earth First!? 


Another NAFTA Article? 

Since moving to Tucson six years 
ago, the Earth First! Journal has run 
several articles discussing border is- 
sues from ecological and indige- 
nous viewpoints, but they have all 
remained in the realm of rhetoric. 
There have yet to be noticeably effec- 
tive and strategic campaigns 
that challenge the border, 
either directly as a physical 
scar on the land or symboli- 
cally as a cultural barrier 
that stands in the way of a 
bioregional, ecological and 
egalitarian future. 

In these pages, we've read 
repeatedly about the imple- 
mentation of the North 
American Free Trade Agree- 
ment (NAFTA) in 1994 and its 
horrific impacts. A current es- 
timate is that, since '94, more 
than three million campesinos 
have been forced to abandon 
land-based lifestyles and look 
for jobs in maquiladoras or as 
undocumented workers in 
the US. But the massive NAFTA-caused 
displacement is still largely ignored in 
the US. Stephen Johnson of the Heri- 
tage Foundation, a popular right-wing 
think tank, recently wrote in favor of 
NAFTA, stating that "many US cities' 
annual economic output rivals those 
of entire foreign countries. There is no 
reason that resource-rich countries like 
Mexico and others in Latin America 
cannot approach such prosperity. To 
ease the tide of unauthorized migrants, 
US foreign policy must seek to balance 
the equation." This is the kind of blind- 
ness that we are facing or, more accu- 
rately, are failing to face. 

Obviously, the debate surrounding 
immigration and border issues did 
not just appear this Spring. Tension 
has been building for years. In 1996, 
President Clinton signed a sweeping 
immigration enforcement measure into 
law, the Anti-Terrorism and Effective 
Death Penalty Act. One month later, 



Where does the radical ecology movement stand on 
immigration and border militarization issues today? What do 
the recent immigrant mobilizations mean for Earth First!? 


"La Madre Tierra espera el final de esta pesadilla. 
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Up with Spring! 


it was complemented by the Illegal 
Immigration Reform and Immigration 
Responsibility Act. The first phase of 
construction on the border wall soon 
commenced. For ten years, EF! has had 
an opportunity to come to the plate and 
take bold, creative actions against the 
US border wall and all it represents. 

Yet, instead of taking aim at the heart 
of the ecocidal industrialism and ex- 
pressing our solidarity with land-based 
cultures impacted by US policy, EF! has 
focused most of its energy during the 
past ten years on piecemeal forest de- 
fense. The momentum of globalization 
protests began shifting 
that priority in 1999, 
but it has since lost 
steam. Twelve years, of 
NAFTA and ten years 
of wall-building, and 
what do we have to 
show? Not only are we 
losing the overall war 
in defense of wild na- 
ture, but we have failed 
to even strike at one of 
its prime threats. 

This is not a hostile 
critique; it is self-criti- 
cal reflection — a call to 
turn a new page in the 
EF! storybook. 

Earth First!, 

Migration and 
Radical Taboos 

At the 1987 Round River Rendez- 
vous, EF! anti-saint Ed Abbey stuck his 
cowboy boot in his mouth by trashing 
the cultures of Latin America and the 
Caribbean. Abbey introduced his 1988 
collection, One Life at a Time, Please, 
with a clarification that "Immigration 
and Liberal Taboos" — originally called 
"The Closing Door Policy" — was his 
favorite essay in the book. The author 
who had inspired, beyond measure, 
the anti-authoritarian, grassroots envi- 
ronmental movement suggested in the 
essay that "it might be wise for us as 
American citizens to consider calling 


a halt to the mass influx of even more 
millions of hungry, ignorant, unskilled 
and culturally-morally-generically im- 
poverished people." Abbey's words 
earned us a reputation that, even in his 
absence, has been hard to shake. 

Chicano writer and avid Abbey fan 
Luis Alberto Urrea noted, in reference 
to Abbey, "The thing about ghosts 
is, they don't have to stop at putting 
their feet in their mouths. They can 
go ahead and gobble the whole leg, 
jam it in there all the way down till 
they've maneuvered their heads up 
their own asses." 


We've come quite a ways since '87. 
But even today — as much as EF! tries 
to maintain an image of anti-authori- 
tarianism — there are still racists and 
xenophobes, who nevertheless qualify 
as both "radical" and "environmental," 
by some standards. 

We need to keep our eyes peeled, be- 
cause this isn't just a debate on immi- 
gration and borders anymore. A fascist 
tendency is on the rise in this country. 
Be assured, no matter what any schol- 
arly conservation biologist might say, 
racist repression will not be beneficial 
for the environment, and neutrality 
will not be an option. 


Sacking the US Empire 

This is a crucial moment for reassess- 
ing EF!'s perspectives on borders and, 
in a broader sense, on what is happen- 
ing on the other side of the lines. We 
are not just looking for what preserves 
biodiversity, but also what brings 
down the empires that are suffocating 
the planet. Conservative commentator 
Larry Kelley recently noted, "It's chill- 
ing to remember that it was our ances- 
tors' embrace of amnesty [for Germanic 
tribes] that served to bring down the 
Western Roman Empire." Bigots along 
the full spectrum — from underground 
white supremacists to 
conservative public of- 
ficials — have been us- 
ing the Roman Empire 
metaphor to stir fear 
among US citizens, 
who have been see- 
ing the price of their 
privilege come home 
to roost. In many ways, 
it is a completely legiti- 
mate comparison. The 
drastic difference is 
| that their presentation 
relies on glorifying that 
| rotten empire, whereas 
^ we know that things 
have gone from bad to 
worse during the last 
two millennia. Borders 
have always been lab- 
oratories for the genocidal tendencies 
of empires all across the planet. The 
US Empire isn't falling because of any 
"invasion along the border." It's crum- 
bling from being faced with its own 
greed, indifference and precariously 
unsustainable industrial foundation. 
This machine is coming down, and 
it’s our work to ensure that its fall is as 
ecological, liberating and permanent 
as possible. Cross-border solidarity 
and anti-border struggle are a crucial 
part of that effort. 

The Earth is waiting for the end of 
this nightmare. It's time we start pre- 
paring for it. 



Ocean State EF! joins 20,000 people on May Day in Providence, Rhode Island 
as the only environmentalist contingent in the march. 


La gente de maiz, los guardianes, nos preparamos." 

—graffiti on the Nogales border wall 
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Secure Border, Dead Planet 


Five years ago, an EF! Journal con- 
tributor, writing under the name 
Bonnie Abzug, was able to proclaim, 
"Plants and animals know no borders, 
neither shall the human biocentrist!" 
(see EF!J May -June 2001). Today's 
situation along the imaginary line 
that we call "the border" is becoming 
drastically different, with 
very crucial decisions being 
made at this moment. 

This Spring, Chris Simcox, 
leader of the anti-immigrant 
Minuteman Civil Defense 
Corps, declared, "The Ameri- 
can people will exercise their 
God-given rights to protect 
their lives and property by 
initiating construction of 
border fencing along the bor- 
der on private land, unless 
President Bush immediately 
deploys troops along the 
breadth of the southwestern 
border line with Mexico." On 
May 15, President Bush announced a 
plan to deploy 6,000 additional troops 
and agents to the US-Mexico border. 
Two days later, the US Senate voted to 
construct a massive triple wall along 
370 miles of the border. This was insuf- 
ficient for the Minutemen, who began 
their private wall anyway on May 27, 
in Palominas, Arizona. They claim to 
have two volunteer construction com- 
panies and $500,000 in donations to 
finance the project. 


Such walls have clear ecological 
ramifications. "More walls will harm 
wildlife and natural landscapes along 
our fragile southern border," says 
Daniel R. Patterson, a desert ecologist 
with the Center for Biological Diver- 
sity in Tucson, Arizona. "The only 
living things the walls won't stop are 


people. Walls will cut off essential 
wildlife movement corridors and are 
not an ethical solution." 

Along with the environmental 
impacts of increased border milita- 
rization, there are also continued ill 
effects on indigenous communities. 
"We see it as a Berlin wall; they're fol- 
lowing what Berlin did," claims Jose 
Matus, director of Alianza Indigena 
Sin Fronteras (Indigenous Alliance 
Without Borders). "When they started 


doing Operation: Gatekeeper, Hold 
the Line, Safeguard, etc., that pushed 
people crossing over to the south and 
west... through Tohono O'odham 
and Cocopah land. It has created a 
criminal fear. Instead of improving, 
quality of life has gone down." 

According to Stephen Mumme, an 
expert on the borderlands environ- 
ment at Colorado State University, 
our current border policy presents an 
extremely high threat to biodiversity: 
"This ranks right up there with the 
most serious and long-term adverse 
consequences for the environment 
created by humankind — right up there 
with the worst instances of urbaniza- 
tion, the worst instances of damming 
up our rivers." More border walls, mili- 
tarization, low-level aircraft and roads 
will further damage already stressed 
wildlife, such as the cactus ferruginous 
pygmy owl and Sonoran pronghorn 
antelope in Arizona, the flat-tailed 
horned lizard and peninsular bighorn 
sheep in California, and the jaguar 
and Mexican gray wolf in New Mex- 
ico. Places like the Rio Grande River 
and Big Bend National Park in Texas 
are equally threatened. 

Rather than address environmen- 
tal or human-rights concerns, the 
Department of Homeland Security 
has been moving forward with plans 
for a "virtual fence." Their Secure 
Border Initiative Network (SBInet) 
would eventually monitor 2,000 



Sonoran pronghorn antelope, the most endangered of 
the five North American antelope subspecies 


Digging up the Dirt on Eco-Xenophobia 


Now is a good time to take a look at how fascist and racist 
worldviews have overlapped with radical environmentalism 
in the past and still continue to do so. 

Garrett Hardin, the author of the 
IjjkJP 1968 essay, "The Tragedy of the Com- 

f ,ti> mons," criticized groups such as Zero 

» Population Growth for being too liberal 
and scolded governments such as Chi- 
na's for being too mild with population 
control. Hardin was a Eugenics Society 
fellow in 1977 and went on to become 
a founding member of the Federation 
for American Immigration Reform (FAIR) and Califor- 
nians for Population Stabilization. Hardin and his wife, 
who both committed suicide in 2003, had their deaths 


memorialized by Linda Thom of the "white nation- 
alist" group VDare — named for Virginia Dare, sup- 
posedly the first white child born in the New World. 

"I cried, not for them but for me. 
Garrett and Jane got my thinking 
straight on overpopulation. They 
lived what they believed. I have 
never met such environmentally 
conscious people." 

John Tanton can very legiti- 
mately be seen as a founding father 
of the modern anti-immigration 
movement. Tanton serves on the board of FAIR, 
which he founded in 1979. Before becoming fixated 
on population control in the '80s, Tanton was a leader 



Page 10 Earth First! Lughnasadh 2006 



Existing transborder wildlife corridor to be further bisected by new border walls 


miles of the southern US border and 
4,000 miles of the northern border 
through the use of increased tech- 
nology and infrastructure, as well as 
greater numbers of federal officers. 

Some of the planet's nastiest cor- 
porations are competing for SBInet 
contracts. Their main task will be to 
integrate data from satellites, elec- 
tronic sensors, unmanned aircraft 
and video surveillance with new in- 
frastructure, communication software 
and law enforcement components. 
The effort could include ground ra- 
dar, facial-recognition technologies, 
and heat, motion, biological and 
chemical detectors. 


As this comes into public view, we 
can expect claims that SBInet is a win- 
ning solution for the environment 
because it uses lower-impact, techno- 
logical surveillance. This is similar to 
how biotechnology is spun as the eco- 
logical solution to industrial pesticides. 
We should confront this potential PR 
spin. There is no indication that any 
reduction of overall ecological impact 
will follow SBInet. 

The SBInet contract will be awarded 
in September. So mark your calendars. 
That leaves you plenty of time to dry 
clean your finest get-up and comb that 
mop on your head. We're going to an 
awards ceremony! 


Targeting the Border 
Industrial Complex 

The following is a list of the five 
corporations bidding on the $2-bil- 
lion SBI contract. You don't have to 
live on the border (or in the US) to 
have a say in SBInet. 

•Boeing, 100 North Riverside, 
Chicago, IL 60606; (312) 544-2000; 
www.boeing.com. The world's larg- 
est aerospace company, with inter- 
ests in defense. 

•Ericsson, 6300 Legacy Dr, 
Plano, TX 75024; (800) 879-6000; 
www.ericsson.com. A telecom- 
munications contractor with over 
1,000 networks in 140 countries. 

•Lockheed Martin, 6801 
Rockledge Dr, Bethesda, MD 20817; 
(301) 897-6000; www.lockheed- 
martin.com. The world's largest 
defense contractor (by revenue), 
with locations in 45 states. 

•Northrop Grumman, 1840 
Century Park E, Los Angeles, CA 
90067; (310) 553-6262; www. 

northropgrumman.com. A global 
defense company that operates in 
all 50 states and 25 countries. 

•Raytheon, 870 Winter St, 
Waltham, MA 02451; (781) 522- 
3000; www.raytheon.com. An 
industry leader in defense and gov- 
ernment electronics, space, informa- 
tion technology, business aviation 
and special mission aircraft. 



in the National Audubon Society, the Sierra Club and other 
mainstream environmental groups. He founded Support 
US Population Stabalization (SUSPS) in 1998, to push 
the Sierra Club towards an anti-immigration position. 
Tanton has also taken money from the Pioneer Fund, a 
group that once funded eugenics research and is widely 
accused of bankrolling anti-desegregation efforts in the 
South in decades past. 

Ben Zuckerman is a University 
of California-Los Angeles astronomy 
professor and board member of the 
Sea Shepard Conservation Society. He 
served on the Sierra Club board of di- 
rectors from 2002 to 2005. Zuckerman 
is a staunch defender and promoter of 
Tanton, and he serves on the SUSPS 
steering committee. He was one of three board mem- 
bers who pushed for an "immigration-reduction" ballot 
initiative within the Sierra Club. Zuckerman is also the 


current vice president of Californians for Population 
Stabilization. 


Roy Beck is the founder and executive director of 
NumbersUSA, a self-described "pro-immigrant and 
pro-immigration, but anti-over-immigration" organi- 
zation. Beck has been cited by Zuckerman, SUSPS and 
E Magazine as a legitimate expert 
on sprawl. NumbersUSA produces 
moderate-sounding propaganda 
to lure environmentalists into an 
extremely xenophobic movement. 
NumbersUSA shares an office with 
the groups ProEnglish and Evangeli- 
cals for Immigration Reform. Beck's 
website was the first to pop up in a 
recent internet search for the infa- 
mous Ed Abbey essay, "Immigration 
and Liberal Taboos," which evidences the racism and 
xenophobia that EF! was harboring in its early years. 
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Radical Ecology 
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The Zapatistas* Other Campaign Mobilizes 
Anti-Capitalist Resistance Across Mexico 


by Sancho Panza 

In June 2005, Subcomandante Marcos of the Zapatista 
National Liberation Army (EZLN) announced La Otra 
Campana (the Other Campaign), a tour of Mexico that will 
serve as a radical, grassroots alternative to electoral poli- 
tics. Since January, the EZLN-led caravan has been making 
multiple-day stops in nearly all of Mexico's 31 states. 

During one of the tour's first stops, in Tuxtla Gutierrez, 
Chiapas, Marcos — now using the name "Delegate Zero" — 
explained, “La Otra Campana will not give you underwear 
or sodas, like politicians do. It is about working together 
to achieve a better reality. You can take those gifts that 
politicians give you every six years, along with their emp- 
ty promises, but you know you will never see them again. 
At least you can use the underwear and sodas, but politi- 
cians are good for nothing. We don't need them.” 

The EZLN's effort to join forces with other progres- 
sive forces in Mexico is best reflected by its new slogan: 
"Down and to the left." It sums up the Zapatistas' desire to 
help organize city workers, indigenous groups, peasants, 
housewives, students and environmentalists into an anti- 
capitalist, bottom-up movement on the left wing of the 
political spectrum. 

While Earth Firstlers don’t tend to identify with either 
the left or with flag-waving nationalism — as the EZLN 
often does — the ecological, indigenous and direct-action 
components of La Otra Campana make it something that 
EF! can’t overlook. The caravan has been meeting with 
communities across south and central Mexico to listen 
to the country's many voices of grassroots resistance. We 
have a lot to learn from what they have heard. 

Oaxaca Takes on Don Quixote's Struggle 

The caravan spent early February in the state of Oaxa- 
ca, where it met with local farming, ranching and fishing 
communities that are opposing the construction of 2,100 
windmills across more than 400 square miles. The land 


grab for what investors call a clean, quaint source of elec- 
tricity is slated for the Isthmus of Tehuantepec. The wind 
farm is only one of the Plan Puebla Panama (PPP) projects 
in store for Oaxaca. Other PPP projects in the state include 
new highways and oil pipelines connecting ports on both 
oceans, an expanded hydroelectric dam in Jalapa del Mar- 
ques, tourist resorts to replace small fishing communities 
between Salina Cruz and Huatulco, and a new zone for 
maquiladoras (export-only factories). 

Multinational corporations have lined up as brokers to 
buy and resell the power generated by the Oaxaca wind 
park. A participant in La Otra Campana has suggested, 
"Companeros... could make noise in those countries and 
cities where those multinationals are located, to inform 
the public of their plans to destroy our land and culture 
here." Those corporations include: Endesa, Gamesa, 
Iberdrola and Preneal from Spain; Energia del Istmo, as- 
sociated with Electricite de France; Fuerza Eolica, associ- 
ated with Clipper Windpower and USAID; Cader-EHN 
and Eoliatec. 

EZLN Joins Queretaro in Defending Water 

On March 4, La Otra Campana arrived in the state of 
Queretaro. Residents of 63 communities in the municipali- 
ties of Amealco, San Juan del Rio, Pedro Escobedo and Hui- 
milpan have been maintaining an encampment to defend 
the area's most important aquifer. The government wants 
to dig a total of 14 wells here to provide water for indus- 
trial parks near the state capital. Delegate Zero praised the 
camp's work to prevent the extraction of vital liquid for 
the benefit of powerful companies, most of them multi- 
nationals (such as Coca-Cola, Daewoo, John Deere, Kim- 
berly-Clark and Arbill), without regard for the damage that 
will be done to local peasant farmers. 

"If they take the water from here, they are going to take 
other things with it: the trees, the climate," stated Zero. "It 
would be like arriving with a knife and telling you, 'I am 
going to cut out your heart and give you 20,000 pesos for 
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" The true knight-errant, though he may see ten giants that not 
only touch the clouds with their heads but pierce them,.. . must 
not on any account be dismayed by them. On the contrary, he 
must attack and fall upon them with a gallant bearing and a 
fearless heart, and, if possible, vanquish and destroy them. ...” 

— Miguel de Cervantes, Don Quixote 



it.' How much is one's heart 
worth? As soon as they take 
it, everything is going to 
start to die. If they take 
the water, it's not like 
taking a few pears or 
taking a few trees; they 
are taking the heart of 
this land." 


Farmers Resist 
Tourism Mega- 
Project 

In the first week of April, 

500 indigenous peasant farm 
ers from Zirahuen, Michoacan 
received the Zapatista caravan. 

They expressed their determination 
to continue the struggle to defend their 
communal lands against an ambitious tour- 
ism mega-project, which would bring casinos and five-star 
hotels to this indigenous Purepecha community. 

The community opposes this tourism mega-project be- 
cause it does not want Lake Zirahuen to "turn into a septic 
tank,” stated Marcos Paz, former president of the commu- 
nal land association. He also felt that it would be unfair 
for these investors to end up in possession of the natural 
wealth that the indigenous peoples have ancestrally cared 
for, mentioning that the community has reforested the 
area with 970 native trees. 


\ 


The caracol, or snail shell, has become a symbol of 
the Zapatistas' movement for community autonomy. 


On March 14, Alpuyeca 
community members de- 
manded the dosing of 
the dump by blockad- 
ing the federal highway 
between Cuernavaca 
and Alpuyeca with large 
boulders, signs and 
their bodies. After ap- 
proximately 15 hours 
of unmoving traffic, 
state and local authori- 
ties promised to begin the 
necessary steps to close the 
waste site. 

One of the protesters and 
community members, Guadalupe 
Zallego, explained that the blockade 
was necessary to achieve results. "We 
are tired of going to meeting after meeting, 
without arriving at anything, exhausting all the legal op- 
tions and still nothing." This is why they asked for the 
support of La Otra Campafia. 

Environmentalists and EZLN Occupy 
Construction Site 

On April 10, 40 state troopers tried to arrest a small 
group of environmentalists, who had chained them- 
selves to trees in Cuernavaca, Morelos. But the police fled 
soon after, when the EZLN caravan arrived to support the 


Morelos Residents Fight Garbage Dump 

The following week, La Otra Campafia arrived in the 
state of Morelos. It first met with people of Alpuyeca, who 
are suffering from serious health problems. Respiratory 
diseases, breathing problems and skin infections are the 
most visible results of what townspeople say is the con- 
tamination of their water by the Tetlama open-air garbage 
dump. This dump, which is used by the five surrounding 
communities and accrues 1,300 tons of garbage per day, 
has been in use for the last thirty years — too long, accord- 
ing to Paloma Estrada of the Independent Human Rights 
Commission of Morelos. 


protesters. 

The environmentalists were opposing the expiration of 
a court order protecting 200-year-old trees from destruc- 
tion. The trees are located in a small gorge, which devel- 
opers plan to destroy while building a new highway and 
shopping mall. Approximately 300 trees live in the gorge, 
along with raccoons, opossums, iguanas, woodpeckers 
and the endangered red-headed parrot. 

The date of the protest was significant in that April 10 
also marked the 87th anniversary of Emiliano Zapata's 
assassination — a particularly observed event in Morelos, 
Zapata’s home state. 

continued on next page 
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“We are going to live on our 
lands. We have no reason to 


immigrate to the city just to live 
like dogs. Here we were born 
and here we will die, cabrones” 
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continued from previous page 

Parota Dam Incites Militant Response 

The caravan's visit to Guerrero in mid-April was one of 
its rowdiest, which seems appropriate given the tense cli- 
mate surrounding the fight against the Parota Dam (see 
EF!/ November-December 2004). The Council of Commu- 
nal Lands and Communities Opposed to the Parota Dam 
(CECOP) has faced harsh state repression, including the 
assassination of three peasant farmers and threats to ex- 
propriate its members' land. CECOP’s struggle inspired 
Delegate Zero to warn President Vicente Fox that if 
the Mexican army attacks these communities it will A 
be considered aggression against the EZLN. "They ■ 
will only be able to build the dam with a war in the 
Mexican southeast," Zero declared. 

The hydroelectric mega-project, near Acapulco, V, 
would displace 25,000 people, submerge their 
land, and kill countless plants and animals. In 
the face of this threat, Marco Antonio Suastegui, 
a campesino leader and CECOP member, said, "We ^ 

are going to live on our lands. We have no reason ^ 

to immigrate to the city just to live like dogs. Here 
we were born and here we will die, cabrones." 

Local Merchants Displaced by Wal-Mart 

La Otra Campana spent the last week of April in meet- 
ings throughout the state of Mexico. As the caravan was 
preparing to move on to the next stops, violent conflict 
broke out in Texcoco, just south of the capital. On May 


* 




were arrested, and nearly all were beaten. Of the 47 women 
arrested in Atenco, 30 reported sexual abuse. A 53-year-old 
mother, who had gone to a local store to buy a birthday 
present for her son, reported that she was forced to per- 
form oral sex on three police officers to avoid arrest. Many 
officers used prophylactics during the abuse, a strong in- 
dication that they came to Atenco with the intention of 


3, peasant flower vendors involved with People's Front in 
Defense of the Land (FPDT), who had been resisting evic- 
tion from the Texcoco marketplace for several weeks, were 
attacked by state police to prepare for the coming of a new 
commercial center and Wal-Mart store. 

The vendors were dispersed, but they returned to reoc- 
cupy the marketplace, now supported by allies from the 
nearby municipality of Atenco — a community notorious 
for waging a successful anti-airport battle in 2002. Instead 
of selling flowers, the vendors were now armed with ma- 


committing rape. 

"We were under orders to beat anything that moved," 
one anonymous police officer admitted, "but only out of 
sight of the media." 

In various parts of Mexico City, protesters acting in soli- 
darity with the FPDT and the prisoners began to fill the 
streets, blockading the highways leading in and out of the 
capital. Protests have occurred around the world at Wal- 
Marts and Mexican consulates. La Otra Campana has de- 
clared its intention to stay in the state of Mexico until all 


chetes and Molotov cocktails. The police attacked the 
vendors again, this time with tear gas and batons. During 
the confrontation, police arrested 40 people, beat count- 
less others and killed 14-year-old Javier Cortes Santiago. 
Eleven cops were taken hostage by protesters and released 
to the Red Cross that night. 

On May 4, more than 3,500 armed state and federal po- 
lice stormed Texcoco and Atenco. More than 200 people 


prisoners are released and the situation resolved. 

For more information, visit www.narconews.com; 
mexico.indymedia.org; chiapas.indymedia.org. 

This article was compiled from reports by Rene Flores, 
A1 Giordano, Bertha Rodriguez Santos, Amber Howard 
and John Ross. 

Sancho Panza is anxiously longing to return to La Mancha 
and renew the struggle for autonomia on the home front. 
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SIX NATIONS 
WARRIORS RECLAIM 
TRADITIONAL LANDS 



Six Nations security enforce the blockade 


by Skyler Simmons 

By sunrise on April 21, 

Ontario Provincial Police 
(OPP) thought they had 
successfully quelled yet an- 
other indigenous uprising 
in the occupied territories 
currently known as Can- 
ada. But by midmorning, 
the OPP were forced to beat 
a hasty retreat as hundreds 
of people from surrounding 
Six Nations communities 
flooded the quiet town of 
Caledonia to defend their 
ancestral territories. Indig- 
enous protesters set up bar- 
ricades of burning tires and 
vehicles to block access for, as one 
warrior put it, "as long as it takes." 

The standoff began on February 28, 
when warriors from the Six Nations (a 
confederacy composed of the Seneca, 
Cayuga, Onondaga, Oneida, Mohawk 
and Tuscarora nations) occupied a 
130-acre parcel of land slated to be 
cleared for a housing development. 
The occupation effectively stopped 
construction on the planned Douglas 
Creek Estates,. a business venture of 
Henco Industries. 

Canada claims that this land was 
sold to the government in the late 
1800s, despite the fact that the Six 
Nations were given clear title to the 
land in 1784. The agreement with 
Canada clearly states that the land 
was to be leased, not sold, for the con- 
struction of a road. The Six Nations 
currently control only five percent of 
the land that was officially granted to 
them in 1784. Protesters have vowed 
to hold their ground until the land is 
returned to their control. 

There have been several other 
armed confrontations between Six 
Nations warriors and the Canadian 
government, including one in which 


government forces fired approximate- 
ly 60,000 rounds at Native protesters 
fighting for land rights. The current 
occupation, while not without vio- 
lence, has differed from previous Six 
Nations land disputes in that the 
participants have vowed to remain 
unarmed. 

The Ontario government reacted to 
the overt assertion of Native sovereign- 
ty with a bmtal raid on the night of 
April 20. The OPP used tasers, pepper 
spray and bludgeons to evict the occu- 
pation. Within an hour, the police had 
arrested 16 of the indigenous resisters 
and brutalized countless others. 

What the police did not count on 
was the militant response. By morn- 
ing, hundreds of Native protesters reoc- 
cupied the site, blockading a highway 
with an appropriated dump truck and 
piles of burning debris. As the Six Na- 
tions protesters raised their warrior flags 
over the blockade, several other Six 
Nation communities crippled the sur- 
rounding area's critical transportation 
infrastructure. Six Nations warriors also 
raided Henco's on-site office and seized 
computers, architectural reports, equip- 
ment and other sensitive information. 


The company's insurance 
agency has refused to com- 
pensate Henco, because it 
considers the looting an "act 
of insurrection" against the 
government. 

That night, Tyendinaga 
Mohawks seized railways 
and burned a rail bridge. In 
Marysville, Mohawks used 
a bus and burning tires to 
block a highway at a rail 
crossing, shutting down 
both the road and railway. 
The various blockades shut- 
down the main thorough- 
fare in Caledonia, commuter 
rail lines, the main road to 
the Nanticoke hydroelectric 
plant and a major transport route. 

The occupation has received the 
overwhelming support of the clan 
mothers, the traditional leaders of 
the Six Nations' matriarchal soci- 
ety. While many non-Native resi- 
dents have also expressed support, 
there have been many ugly clashes 
between racist Caledonians and the 
Native blockaders. As a good will 
gesture, the Six Nations demonstra- 
tors removed the blockades on May 
22, but soon the OPP attempted to 
evict the protesters. Members of the 
Six Nations reoccupied the road and 
were attacked by residents. The po- 
lice intervened by joining the rac- 
ists in attacking the Natives. That 
evening, an electrical transformer 
was set on fire, leaving thousands of 
Caledonians without power for days 
and causing an estimated $1.5 mil- 
lion in damage. 

The Six Nations are maintaining 
their occupation in Caledonia, while 
negotiating with the government. 

For more information on how to 
donate food, medical supplies and 
money, visit Six Nations Solidarity, 
www.sisis.nativeweb.org. 
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A Response to Michael Donnelly 

by Lyn Highway 

Editors' Note: The following is the most recent installment in the controver- 
sial discussion that began with Billie Pierre's article, “US Renews War on the 
American Indian Movement: The Anna Mae Pictou-Aquash Story/' and con- 
tinued with Michael Donnelly's “John Trudell is a Hero, Not a Snitch" (see EF!J 
January-February 2006 and March-April 2006). The EF!J collective published 
Pierre's defense of John Graham because of Graham's involvement in the al- 
lied struggles of Earth defense and indigenous resistance. We also thought that 
Pierre's article raised an extremely crucial point: the state cannot be trusted to 
fairly arbitrate the disputes of the groups that it exploits and oppresses. 

Many EFlers and American Indian Movement (AIM) veterans focused instead 
on Pierre's unapologetically heavy-handed critique of John Trudell and other AIM 
leaders. In private letters and conversations, people expressed their anger that the 
Journal would publicly "air another movement's dirty laundry." Many worried 
that this would bum bridges of solidarity with indigenous activists. Thus, we 
published Donnelly's response in an attempt to directly address these concerns. 

The EF!J collective would like to introduce this newest article by reminding 
our readers that indigenous activism did not begin or end with AIM. The Native 
Youth Movement (NYM), which supports Graham, is no less of an important 
ally than AIM in our struggle to defend the Earth, and it is equally deserving of 
our respect and consideration. Second, we worry that Pierre's central point about 
the insidiousness and pervasiveness of state repression has been lost in the per- 
sonal attacks. We hope that the following article brings the discussion back to its 
original focus and provides a better understanding of why the Graham trial and 
the cooperation of Trudell are so troubling for many radical anti-authoritarian 
activists. Native and non-Native alike. 


John Trudell's collaboration with 
the US government's prosecution 
of John Graham and Arlo Looking 
Cloud is very real to me. My own fa- 
ther introduced me to Trudell; it was 
his way of showing me that I could 
be proud of myself as a Native person, 
that I could persevere beyond the per- 
sonal tragedies of my own life, and 
that I had to stand up and fight for 
my people. Trudell's betrayal is trea- 
son against the spirit of resistance. 

Michael Donnelly seems to dismiss 
any accusations of collaboration or 


treachery because Trudell is a "not- 
ed activist" — thus, he is outside the 
realm of critique. Donnelly holds up 
Trudell as some kind of activist su- 
perstar in order to deny Trudell’s re- 
sponsibility for his own actions. Yet 
Trudell voluntarily cooperated with 
the US and Canadian court systems' 
prosecution of Graham and Look- 
ing Cloud for the murder of Anna 
Mae Pictou-Aquash. No matter how 
benevolent Donnelly or others may 
think this action was, Trudell pre- 
sented testimony on behalf of the 



prosecution. Trudell is, by all defini- 
tions of the word, a snitch. 


Donnelly idealizes the influence of 
AIM's so-called leadership, and he ig- 
nores the realities of their subsequent 
careers that have veered far from a 
revolutionary path. He uncritically ac- 
cepts the Pictou family's support of the 
extradition, but neglects to mention 
that Pictou-Aquash's own daughter is 
a Canadian federal police officer and 
that much of the family's campaign 
seems based on FBI documents. 

Donnelly bases his article on the 
"higher-ups" theory — the same sce- 
nario that the FBI promotes. Donnelly 
accuses "higher-ups" in AIM of giving 
the order to have Pictou-Aquash killed. 
The proponents of this theory cite, as 
their "evidence," the character flaws of 
AIM's leadership. Dennis Banks, Rus- 
sell Means and the Bellecourts were 
all flawed in their personal lives and 
as leaders of AIM, but this does not in 
any way make them murderers. There 
is nothing but vague innuendo to con- 
nect any of them so-called "higher- 
ups" to Pictou-Aquash's death. 

The "higher-ups" theory also in- 
volves what are referred to as "foot 
soldiers." Allegedly, Graham and 
Looking Cloud were mindless thugs 
who would do anything they were 
told. This theory completely ignores 
the fact that Pictou-Aquash was a 
close friend of Graham; she trusted 
him with her life while she was on 
the run. The "higher-ups" and "foot- 
soldiers" theory presumes that AIM 
had a rigid militaristic hierarchy in 
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place, and was vicious and brutal in 
its approach. AIM may have used mil- 
itant tactics, but it was not a private 
army for Banks or the Bellecourts. 
There was a national level of organi- 
zation, but each individual chapter 
had its own character and direction. 

AIM did not have a policy of execut- 
ing informants or infiltrators. In a Janu- 
ary 2005 article printed in the Vancouver 
Sun, "Who Killed Anna Mae?," journal- 
ist Rex Weyler states, "[AIM] did not 
execute or harm Bemie Morning Gun, 
Virginia 'Blue Dove' DeLuce or any of 
the dozens of informers it uncovered. 
AIM leaders supported Norman Brown, 
the teenager whose mother begged him 
to cooperate in fabricating evidence [in 
Leonard Peltier's trial]." 

Donnelly accuses Billie Pierre of slam- 
ming Peltier with the same scathing 
critique that she levels at Means and 
Robert Robideau. This statement is in- 
dicative of the manipulative nature of 
Donnelly's writing. Pierre upholds Pel- 
tier as one of AIM's last holdouts of in- 
tegrity, juxtaposing Peltier's own words 
with the actions of those who support 
the US government’s case against Gra- 
ham and Looking Cloud: "When we 


they were involved in was over the 
sovereignty of Lakota territory. Gra- 
ham was arrested on unceded Coast 
Salish land, even though the Cana- 
dian court system has no legal "right" 
to function outside of treatied areas. 

Given the advanced state of coloni- 
zation, Native sovereignty can seem 
unattainable. But the case against 
Graham is exactly where the actuality 
of indigenous sovereignty lives. It has 
been very easy for the US government 
to frame this case as a battle between 
an innocent woman and an evil vil- 
lain, getting people to turn a blind 
eye to indigenous sovereignty by ex- 
ploiting and sensationalizing Pictou- 
Aquash's murder, while ignoring or 
rewriting its historical context. 

AIM, like the other powerful insur- 
gent movements of the '70s, fell prey 
to heavy infiltration and open attacks 
by the state's policing forces. The lead- 
ership fell out and sold out. But there 
were thousands of people in AIM who 
never became famous, who lived and 
died for their people. These are the 
people still working in their commu- 
nities. These are the spirits who bring 
us strength to carry on the fight. Their 


The mission of the indigenous resistance movement is to 
regain and protect indigenous sovereignty, and to fight the 
continued hostile occupation of our territories and the 
genocide of our people. The US prosecution of the Pictou- 
Aquash case undermines indigenous sovereignty. 


talk of sovereignty, we must be willing 
to solve our own problems and not go 
running to the oppressor for relief.... We 
have been and still are at odds with the 
most dangerous, well-funded, strongest 
military and political organization in 
the history of the world.” 

AIM was part of a wider movement 
for indigenous liberation that has 
spanned the last 500 years and, in 
fact, continues to this day. The aim of 
the indigenous resistance movement 
is to regain and protect indigenous 
sovereignty, and to fight the contin- 
ued hostile occupation of our territo- 
ries and the genocide of our people. 
The US prosecution of the Pictou- 
Aquash case undermines indigenous 
sovereignty. Graham, Looking Cloud 
and Pictou-Aquash are sovereign in- 
digenous people. The very struggle 


names may never be known outside of 
their communities, but their strength 
will be forever felt by Native people 
rising up against our oppressors. They 
will be remembered despite the antics 
of AIM's so-called leadership. 

The factionalized nature of AIM is a 
red herring to distract people from the 
movement's true nature and the real 
work that AIM did. These so-called 
leaders are not heroes. Superstars only 
dazzle and blind us from seeing the 
real issues that indigenous people face 
today. Real Native solidarity starts on 
the ground, with the people who are 
fighting for the land, our mother. 

Lyn Highway, Anishnabeg, is the co- 
editor of Wii'nimkiikaa (It Will be 
Thundering), a journal of revolutionary 
indigenous resistance. For more informa- 
tion, visit itwillbethundering.resist.ca. 
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Pygmy Owl Delisted 
in Arizona 

On May 15, the US Fish and 
Wildlife Service (USFWS) delist- 
ed the cactus ferruginous pygmy 
owl in Arizona. Now, USFWS is 
poised to remove habitat des- 
ignation from more than one 
million acres in Arizona. The del- 
isting removes federal oversight 
on pending construction, includ- 
ing a massive 4, 000-acre project 
in Mission Peaks, near Phoenix. 
Large amounts of the Sonoran 
Desert's shrinking old-growth, 
ironwood and saguaro habitat, 
which is important for the owl, 
are slated for development. 

The Center for Biological Di- 
versity is seeking a long-term in- 
junction to block the delisting. It 
presented its case in federal court 
on June 1, and is awaiting the 
judge's final decision. 

"Divine Strake" 

Detonation Postponed 

The Pentagon's plan to deto- 
nate 700 tons of explosives was 
postponed indefinitely on May 
25, after the National Nuclear 
Security Administration with- 
drew its earlier finding that the 
detonation would cause "no sig- 
nificant" environmental impact. 
The weapons test, dubbed "Di- 
vine Strake," was set to occur on 
Western Shoshone land in direct 
violation of a recent decision by 
the United Nations Committee 
on the Elimination of Racial Dis- 
crimination. 

James Tegnelia, director of 
the Defense Threat Reduction 
Agency, which was sponsoring 
the test, had stated that the test 
would be "the first time in Ne- 
vada that you'll see a mushroom 
cloud over Las Vegas since we 
stopped testing nuclear weap- 
ons." Opponents of the test, who 
expressed concerns that radioac- 
tive dust from old nuclear tests 
could be disturbed and dispersed 
through the air, had filed a law- 
suit in attempt to stop the test. 
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and anthrax. These pathogens can 
be made airborne, thus allowing 
for rapid transmission. All of the re- 
search conducted would be on our 
fellow animals, locked in cages and 
injected with these deadly patho- 
gens. In addition, a 1994 regulation 
passed by the Boston Public Health 
Commission banned recombinant 
DNA research, making it illegal 
within Boston. BU is now trying to 
change this regulation. 


The amount of communication be- 
tween BU and the Boston community 
regarding this lab has been laughable, 
with representatives of the university 
refusing to attend an informational 
meeting with the Roxbury-based Alter- 
natives for Community and Environ- 
ment and canceling their attendance 
at a BU student forum on NEIDL. This 
is all contrary to BU's claims that, 
"Community outreach is an ongoing 
component of the project." In addi- 
tion, the information about NEIDL 
that BU has released to the public has 
been marred by vague rhetoric and 
blatantly false information. BU's overt 
propaganda-pushing website about the 


lab claims that "there has never been a 
community incident or accidental en- 
vironmental release connected with a 
lab of this kind." 

This is an interesting claim, con- 
sidering that two employees of the 
US Army Medical Research Insti- 
tute of Infectious Diseases at Fort 
Detrick, Maryland, tested positive 
for anthrax in 2002. In September 
2001, anthrax was mailed to a num- 
ber of people, including two US sen- 
ators, and ultimately 
killed five people. This 
anthrax was eventu- 
ally traced back to that 
same Fort Detrick BSL4 
lab, which claims to 
be the safest of all the 
BSL4 labs because of its 
overt connections with 
the military. 

The Fort Detrick lab 
is not the only danger- 
ous operation in exis- 
tence. BU Medical Center 
(BUMC) has also had Its 
fair share of mishaps. In 
January 2005, The Bos- 
ton Globe reported that 
three BUMC research- 
ers had become infected 
with tularemia, a rare 
disease previously found 
only in rabbits. This in- 
formation was kept secret from the 
public, even after two of the three 
researchers were hospitalized with 
the illness. 

Another possible scenario is that a 
delivery van transporting the patho- 
gens to NEIDL could get into an ac- 
cident, and a disease could become 
airborne. Or an employee at the lab 
could steal a pathogen and release 
it, like the anthrax from Fort Det- 
rick. There are 600,000 permanent 
residents in Boston and a further 
1.2 million people who commute to 
and from Boston every day. One in- 
fection could easily spread well be- 
yond the city. 


Activist arrested after occupying the BU president’s office 


by Operation: Over 


Roxbury — one of the oldest neigh- 
borhoods in Boston, Massachusetts — 
is home to a community of powerful 
and determined people in a city that's 
divided by lines of color and class. It 
is also a community in which chil- 
dren have an asthma-related hospi- 
talization rate that is eight times the 
state average. This is because there 
are 15 bus and truck depots, 13 trash 
transfer stations and 
more than 50 identified 
hazardous-waste sites in 
Roxbury. And now, the 
neighborhood is facing 
an even larger environ- 
mental threat: the build- 
ing of a Biosafety Level 
4 (BSL4) facility in the 
middle of one of the 
poorest neighborhoods 
in the Boston area. 

Boston University (BU) 
has been contracted to 
build the National Emerg- 
ing Infectious Diseases 
Laboratory (NEIDL) using 
$128 million of federal 
Department of Homeland 
Security money. In addi- 
tion, BU will be contrib- 
uting $42 million toward 
the project, which will 
be primarily financed through tuition 
money, alumni donations and other 
miscellaneous donors who advance 
BU’s near-corporate status. In spite of 
more than three and a half years of 
community opposition (which BU has 
repeatedly refused to acknowledge), BU 
has gained federal approval and begun 
construction. It plans to complete the 
lab by 2008. Thus far, only the Level 2 
and 3 components of NEIDL have been 
approved, but Level 4 approval is just 
on the horizon. 

NEIDL will be conducting research 
on the world's deadliest pathogens, 
such as Ebola, viral hemorrhagic fever, 
botulism, bubonic plague, tularemia 
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For three years, the coalition op- 
posing the lab has been focusing 
its energies on legal channels, but 
to no avail. Most of the politicians 
representing Boston and Massachu- 
setts — including the majority of city 
councilors, Mayor Thomas Menino, 
and Senators John Kerry and Edward 
Kennedy — support the lab. Because 
of this, the coalition has expanded, 




Banner drop off the BU arts building 


and tactics of direct action are now 
being utilized. 

In February, members of the Bos- 
ton direct-action campaign Opera- 
tion: Over held a noisy, late-night 
rally outside BU President Robert 
Brown's estate and distributed in- 
formation about NEIDL to all of 
his neighbors. Since then, we have 
called for a boycott of BU, urging 
prospective students not to sup- 
port BU with their tuition money. 
To support this boycott, we have 
interrupted campus tours full of 
high-school seniors, giving them 


information about NEIDL and the 
boycott. We have dropped banners, 
staged numerous die-ins and hand- 
ed out thousands of fliers at busy 
areas on BU’s campus and in front 
of the lab construction site. Seven 
members of Operation: Over briefly 
occupied President Brown's office 
in late April, and a week later, three 
other members disrupted Brown's 
inauguration ceremony, resulting 
in one arrest. Now Operation: Over 
is going on a speaking tour at high 
schools around Boston to inform 
young Bostonians about what BU is 
building in their city. 

BU's response to Operation: Over 
has been anything but kind. It started 
when undercover BU police officers 
in unmarked black cars began fol- 
lowing us around campus and taking 
our pictures while we were inter- 
rupting tours. Most of us have since 
been threatened with criminal tres- 
pass charges if we are caught on BU's 
private property. Two graduating BU 
seniors and members of Operation: 
Over were suspended and banned 
from graduation ceremonies, and 
one person has been arrested. BU has 
sent letters to many of our parents, 
explaining our participation in "a de- 
liberate campaign of misinformation 
about BU's ethical and legal research 
activities in the field of infectious dis- 
eases, where responsible physicians 
and researchers seek cures to virulent 
diseases that have thus far eluded the 
international community." 

Despite the repression we've re- 
ceived from BU, we won’t stop our 
direct action. The Level 4 compo- 
nent of this bio lab will not be built. 
We would rather see our bodies in 
front of a bulldozer than submit to 
yet another blatant case of environ- 
mental racism. 

For more information, visit 
www.operationover.freeyouth.net. 

Operation: Over is a Boston-based, 
direct-action campaign dedicated to 
ending the Iraq War. 
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Attack on Dam Opponents 
in Sudan 

On April 22, security forces in 
Merowe, Sudan, fired live am- 
munition into a crowd of Amri 
villagers, who had gathered in a 
local schoolyard to discuss effects 
of the Merowe Dam project. The 
attack killed three and injured 
more than 50. Three villagers 
were arrested and charged with 
"waging war against the state," a 
capital crime in Sudan. 

The dam, designed by Lahmey- 
er International of Germany and 
built by CCMD Consortium of 
China, has already resulted in the 
displacement of 50,000 people 
from the Nile River Valley. Many 
have been resettled to the Nubian 
Desert, where traditional farmers 
are unable to produce crops and 
have been reduced to poverty. 
Merowe Dam is the largest hy- 
dropower project currently under 
construction in Africa. Once com- 
pleted, the dam's reservoir will be 
more than 120 miles long. 

Biotech Breast Milk in 
Rice Powder 

The "biopharm" company 
Ventria has applied for FDA ap- 
proval of its rice protein powder, 
which contains two human pro- 
teins found in breast milk, saliva 
and tears. Although Ventria is 
marketing the powder as a cure 
for diarrhea, the FDA applica- 
tion describes the powder as a 
"medical food" — an attempt to 
circumvent the extensive testing 
required for drugs. 

The Sacramento-based com- 
pany has had its research chased 
out of California and Missouri by 
farmers, environmentalists and 
consumer groups. Ventria has re- 
established its open-air biopharm 
research near Greenville, North 
Carolina. In March, it received 
clearance to expand its operation 
from 70 acres to 335 acres. Envi- 
ronmentalists worry that the GE 
rice could contaminate conven- 
tional crops nearby. 
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Animal Rights Activists Build Alliances in Harlem 


by Win Animal Rights 

A coyote died after being tranquil- 
ized and removed from New York 
City's Central Park. A 300-pound 
black bear was gunned down in New- 
ark, New Jersey, after animal 
control drove it deeper into 
the city instead of moving it 
toward the woods. Yet nature 
is not the only thing being dis- 
placed by urban development. 

To the north of Central Park, 
another territorial dispute is 
beginning to unfold. Colum- 
bia University has announced 
that it will be displacing long- 
term tenants, including low-income 
residents and shopkeepers, from 
homes and businesses in Harlem. 
Initial reports indicated that the 
university needed the space to ex- 
pand student facilities. The truth is 


that Columbia, propelled by greed 
and the lure of government grants, 
is planning to build a biotech labo- 
ratory as part of an 18-acre, $5-bil- 
lion development in the middle, of 
densely populated Harlem. 


Harlem is a community rich in cul- 
ture and history. From Duke Elling- 
ton and Langston Hughes, to Marcus 
Garvey and Malcolm X, this primarily 
black and Puerto Rican community of 
300,000 has long been a fountain of art 


and activism. Harlem has always faced 
significant exploitation from nearby 
wealthy, white neighborhoods, and 
the bio lab project is merely the most 
recent example of this trend. 

According to the Centers for Dis- 
ease Control and Prevention, 
this Biosafety Level 3 Lab (BSL3) 
would house "indigenous or 
exotic agents, which may .cause 
serious or potentially lethal dis- 
ease as a result of exposure by 
inhalation route." This would 
include diseases like hanta vi- 
rus, Ebola, West Nile virus and 
many other deadly organisms. 
In addition to being danger- 
ous to humans, the lab would also 
routinely torture and kill animals. 
Sadly, this problem is not unique 
to New York City. Following 9/11, 
vast amounts of Homeland Security 
resources have been designated for 


Harlem has always faced significant 
exploitation from nearby wealthy, 
white neighborhoods, and the bio 
lab project is merely the most recent 
example of this trend. 




Russian Anarchists Disrupt Government 

Anarchist Ecological Resistance disrupted a regional 
parliament meeting in the central Russian province of 
Perm on April 20. The gas-masked demonstrators rushed 
into the legislature with a deafening siren and shouted, 
"Warning! A chemical attack is in progress!" 

The six anarchists were acting in solidarity with local resi- 
dents, who have been fighting the government's illegal incin- 
eration of missiles. The exhaust fumes from the incineration 
include toxic hydrogen chloride and dioxin. The parliament 
has postponed the hearing on this matter six times. 

Activists Crash Biotech Cocktail Party 

On May 16, activists invaded a cocktail party during 
the Biotechnology Industry Organization's Windhover 
2006 conference in Washington, DC. One of the activ- 
ists blasted an air horn, while another addressed the 
crowd, scolding the pharmaceutical executives for abus- 
ing the patent system to the detriment of human and 
environmental health. Fliers enumerating the protest- 
ers' specific demands were tossed into the air. The activ- 
ists concluded with a chant of "People not Profits!" and 


promptly escaped, carrying the conference's official, in- 
formation-laden schedule and guide. 

The Windhover conference is intended to provide a 
space for executives to negotiate licensing deals. Rep- 
resentatives from Pfizer, Merck, GlaxoSmithKline and 
Johnson & Johnson were in attendance. 

ALF Raid in Solidarity with Peter Young 

In the early morning hours of April 29, the Animal 
Liberation Front (ALF) raided Latzig Mink Ranch in 
Howard Lake, Minnesota — the second such raid in ten 
years. Hundreds of mink were freed, cages were smashed 
and breeding records were destroyed. 

According to the ALF communique, the action was 
carried out in solidarity with animal liberation prisoner 
Peter Young. "To all of those who smirk at the fate of Pe- 
ter and other captured activists, remember this: We have 
broken, closed and burned down more of your farms, 
more of your labs and more of your businesses than you 
have been able to capture activists.... Your attempts at 
scaring us and making an example of our comrades will 
not work.... This is the last warning: Close down your 
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the building of new BSL3s and BSL4s 
across the US. 

On April 27, Win Animal Rights 
(WAR), a coalition of Harlem residents 
led by the Harlem Tenants Council, 
and other human rights, anti-war, en- 
vironmental and animal rights activists 
converged at Columbia. Two hundred 
chanting protesters carried colorful post- 
ers and banners reading, "No Biotech in 
Harlem" and "Save Harlem Children." 
Armed with leaflets detailing the nega- 
tive community impact of building the 
lab, activists canvassed area businesses 
to alert them to the health and safety 
risks associated with the proposed lab. 

The protest ended with a march 
through the campus and a rally on the 
library steps. Coalition members spoke 
to the gathering about Harlem's history, 
the financial motivation of Columbia, 
and the university's continued lack of 
concern and compassion for the health 
and safety of the community. 

This is not the first time that Har- 
lem residents have been victimized 
by Columbia. In 2002, multinational 
pharmaceutical giant GlaxoSmith- 
Kline (GSK) colluded with Incarnation 
Charities and Columbia University 
Medical Center to use HIV-positive 



orphans from Harlem to test experi- 
mental drugs. If their guardians tried 
to withdraw the children from the 
drug programs, Columbia and GSK 
threatened to have the children taken 
from their foster parents' care. Many 
of these economically and socially dis- 
advantaged children suffered devastat- 
ing side effects from the experiments. 

Attempts at researching lab safety 
have been frustrating at best. Page after 
page of official documentation extols 
the virtues of biotech labs and offers 


soothing government platitudes meant 
to relieve any anxiety one might have 
about so many virulent and toxic sub- 
stances moving into Harlem. But there 
is good reason to worry. In September, 
three lab rats infected with bubonic 
plague during government-sponsored 
bio-terrorism research disappeared 
from a New Jersey laboratory. Two 
weeks passed before the news was re- 
ported to the general public. The rats 
were never found. 

Efforts to stop the building of the 
Harlem lab have been legal and peace- 
ful thus far, but one must wonder if 
Columbia will begin to experience the 
kind of resistance taking place against 
Oxford University in the UK. At Oxford, 
massive marches and rallies against the 
building of an animal-testing labora- 
tory have been supplemented by in- 
timidation tactics and costly acts of 
sabotage, which have forced construc- 
tion workers to wear masks and travel 
in unmarked vehicles. It's a situation 
worthy of Columbia's consideration.... 

For more information, visit www. 
war-online.org. 

WAR is dedicated to protecting the Earth 
and to the interwoven struggle for human 
rights, animal rights and social justice. 


businesses, or with bolt cutters, fire and storm, we'll do 
it for you." 

Treesitters Fight Development in UK 

On May 29, activists with Protect Our Woodland set 
up a dozen platforms in the trees of Titnore Wood, in 
West Sussex, UK. The pristine forest of ancient oak, ash, 
birch and willow trees is slated to be razed in order to 
build an 875-home development. 

The property owner instructed police to evict the 
protesters by force. In response, protesters declared 
that they were squatting the forest. In accordance with 
British law, the landlord will now have to go through 
lengthy court proceedings to evict them. Despite the 
continuing threat of illegal eviction, the activists vow 
to continue the treesit until plans for the housing devel- 
opment are scrapped. 

N'Quatqua Blockade Logging in Canada 

More than twenty traditional members of the N'Quatqua 
band of the St’at'imc Nation and their allies constructed 
a blockade from boulders and logs on April 24, to stop 
the planned logging of 200 acres of old-growth forest on 
traditional territory in British Columbia. 

The band's representatives signed a deal with logging 
companies, despite the fact that more than 80 percent 


of the N'Quatqua band voted against the deal. The 
sole shareholder of the N'Quatqua Logging Company 
is Chief Harry O'Donaghey, who stands to profit if the 
logging goes through. 

"[The logging is] a great loss to the community," said 
researcher Mike Morley. "It's a loss for our mule deer 
range, our berry picking and natural food gathering. 
It’s a loss for the area’s wildlife.... Our people are speak- 
ing up for those who can't speak for themselves." 

ELF Strikes Again at New England Landfill 

According to a communique from the Acadian Green 
Brigade (AGB), three pieces of heavy equipment belong- 
ing to Owen Folsom Company were destroyed by fire on 
May 21, in Old Town, Maine. Folsom was targeted by the 
AGB for supplying sand and fill to the controversial Juni- 
per Ridge Landfill, which has been cited as one of the top 
polluters in New England. In September 2005, the land- 
fill was the target of a similar attack that resulted in tens 
of thousands of dollars' worth of damage to more than a 
dozen large machines. 

"The AGB will always hold the sanctity of the Earth over 
that of temporary profit," declared the communique. "Let 
this be a warning to Casella, Plum Creek, liquid natural 
gas and anyone else planning to take advantage of both 
the people of Maine and the land in which we dwell.” 
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Send poems to 
Warrior Poets Society 
POB 14501 
Berkeley, CA 94712-5501 
all rights reserved to the authors 



Turtle 

I work at a tree museum 
So nice to be among like-minded 
Nature-noticing humans. 

Rolling into the research lot 
One morning on my two-wheeler 
I saw the cracked shell 
Of a sparkling turtle stopped in its tracks 
By employee traffic. 

Eyes still open, dying in place 
But I couldn't stop 
Because there was a pick-up truck 
Coming fast: work to do. 

Later someone had scraped it up 
Tossed it aside, away with poor taste 

I wear a turtle pendant 
Absentee vote for Turtle Island 

Every day on my bike 
I, like the turtles, 

Wait patiently, confidently, 

For the end of the oil era. 

— Jenny McBride 


Coyotes 

Two a.m., howling begins 

on the edge of one of the farms left 

in this valley, near the wetland 
a developer has mown. 

Such pure sound pierces the night, 
this bloodletting beneath Orion, 

this ghostly choir of thin cries 

that tremble like Shawmut and Massasoit 

come back to haunt us. 

Then the baying of one hound 

sets another hound baying 

from the far rim of the opposite ridge. 

Porch lights flicker 

on the water of this delirious music, 

and the wild pack in each of us 
rises into song. 

— Wally Swist 
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Sticks of Initials: ANWR Close to Nature 


"And a good place to look 
is going to be ANWR." 

— George W. Bush 

"An-waar" — Could be furniture varnish 
Not words: 


Spider webs flash silver lines 
across dark green shadows. 
Sunlight slants hot promises 
through leafy branches, 
spotlighting insects dancing 
their short lives away. 


"ARCTIC NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE" 
Oilmen do not want people hearing 
"ARCTIC" 

sharp, articulate diction of polar ice and snow 
"...continuous, exulting feeling of immensity" 
writes Robert Marshall in "Arctic Wilderness.” 


I sit swinging my feet 
on a flatbed truck parked 
beside a dirt road, 
listening to the woods, 
inhaling sweet summer morning 
smells. 


"ARCTIC NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE" 

Oilmen do not want Americans 
hearing the rousing sounds of 
"NATIONAL" 

reminded "This is my Land" 

"America the Beautiful" from sea to Beaufort Sea 
from which Polar Bears clumsily emerge for Winter denning 
the greatest number of birthing Polar Bears in America 
nursing on the Refuge's "Coastal Plain." 

"ARCTIC NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE" 

Oilmen do not want children, parents hearing 
"WILDLIFE" 

"Thousands of birds, Mommy?" 

f 

"Yes, dear, hundreds of thousands 

resting, feeding, nesting on the 'Coastal Plain.' 

Three hundred thousand Snow Geese, 

Tundra Swans from all the way across America." 

"And deer?" 

"Yes, child. The deer are caribou. 

One hundred and twenty-nine thousand caribou. 

For three months they journey 

to the Refuge's 'Coastal Plain,' their nursery." 

"Where baby caribou are born?" 

"ARCTIC NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE" 

Oilmen do not want the world hearing 

"REFUGE" 

its "Coastal Plain” 

shore of tundra wetlands 

where minutes after birth the caribou calf 

stands, back arched, legs bent awkwardly 

and puts her small head under her mother's belly. 


A truck pulls up, on its back 
a heavy bulldozer bursting at chains. 
Released, the 'dozer grumbles to life, 
noses down the ramp, 
lumbers into the woods 
pushing brush and brambles, 
ripping evergreens by the roots 
to reveal violated forest floor. 

Diesel fumes and dirt billow. 

Clatters, shrieks and throbs 
kill the early silence. 

The sun clears the treetops. 

Men sweat heavily. 

Behind the behemoth 
crushed fern, bruised spruce, 
uprooted cedar, cleat-chewed 
ground. Smells mingle. 

The 'dozer spreads earth 
like frosting. Contours flatten. 

Where once old logs lay, 
decaying base for lichens, 
lizards and pungent fungi, 
all scattered. 

It departs, 

clanking across the road, 
climbing onto the truck, 
an obedient beast 
tethered with stout chains. 

Dust settles. 

Birds return to warble evening songs. 
We survey the silence, 
walk the curving slash in the woods 
and dream of living close to nature. 


— Maxwell Corydon Wheat, Jr. 


—Jen Eddy 
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An Interview with Yes Men Prankster Andy Bichlbaum 


by Turtle 

If you ask members of the Yes Men 
about the world today, they’ll tell you 
that we live in dark times. But they'll 
take one step further and remind 
you that laughing is important too. 
So often, we are surrounded by such 
serious, overwhelming and utterly 
heart-wrenching tales of the planet's 
destruction that it can be easy to for- 
get that people want to laugh also. 

After Andy Bichlbaum, one of the 
original Yes Men, visited his home- 
town of Tucson, Arizona, earlier this 
year, I realized that the Yes Men are all 
about making people laugh. 

The Yes Men leapt onto the anti- 
globalization stage six years ago, when 
they set up a phony World Trade Or- 
ganization (WTO) website and impersonated the WTO at a 
conference in Salzburg, Austria. Yet their antics span more 
than a decade, with actions ranging from creating a spoof 
website poking fun at George W. Bush's first presidential 
campaign to appearing on BBC World News as a represen- 
tative of Dow Chemical taking full responsibility for the 
1984 chemical disaster in Bhopal, India. 

Rather than "identity theft," where small-time criminals 
impersonate honest people, the Yes Men say they engage 
in "identity correction." They are honest people imper- 
sonating big-time criminals in order to publicly humiliate 
them. They target world leaders and big corporations that 
put profits ahead of everything else. 

Earth First! Journal: You first impersonated the WTO at a con- 
ference that would prove to be a launching point for future Yes 
Men pranks, speaking to a room full of lawyers who specialized 
in free trade issues. What do you remember about that event? 

Andy Bichlbaum: I remember we got this email invita- 
tion, and it was kind of surprising. We didn't really believe 
it, and we didn't know what to do with it exactly. We knew 
somebody should go, but we didn't think of going ourselves. 
We thought it would be a funny, wild thing if somebody 
actually did, but that’s about as far as we went with it. 

Eventually, we decided just to go for it and see what hap- 
pened. It was always in the spirit that we'll do a satire on 
them, we'll provoke them, and we'll see what happens. 
When we got there, we delivered this crazy lecture, and 
nobody reacted. We had intended it as a goofy provoca- 
tion, but there was no reaction, so it turned out to be more 
complicated... and more interesting. 


EF!J: Did you have an emergency escape route planned? 

AB: Each time we do these things, it feels terrifying. We 
definitely talked about what would happen if it got weird. 
In case we had to run out separately, we set up a meeting 
place. But, of course, it never got to that. 

EF!J: What has been your favorite Yes Men action so far? 

AB: I think the London banking conference we did last 
year posing as Dow Chemical was really fun because we 
pursued the people at the conference. This was maybe our 
fifth or sixth thing like this, and we really pursued the bank- 
ers in the audience and talked to them. We taped all of the 
conversations we were having on a little hidden camera, 
and it was really fun to be spying on them. It was also fun 
to be actually figuring out whether they were just being 
polite. They not only congratulated us on the talk, but they 
actually opened up about their own weird practices and 
were really interested in what we had to offer. 

EF!J: How do the Yes Men pick the subjects you focus your 
attention on? 

AB: They're just symbolic and convenient. They're also 
big evildoers. The WTO doesn't really have power in itself; 
it is given power by member nations and the corporations 
that influence those nations. So it's just a body that is 
kind of without enforcement power; it's all just an agree- 
ment that everybody has. But it is a nexus of that power, 
so it's symbolic. 

The WTO meetings in Seattle were actually what made us 
choose it accidentally as a target. We couldn't go to the pro- 
tests, so we set up this website as a kind of second-best thing, 
thinking, "Oh well, it would be much better to be there and 
throw things or whatever, but we can't. So we're going to set 
up this satirical website and make fun of their policies." 

The WTO reacted, and then we publicized their reaction. 
They wrote this press release about the website and called 
it "deplorable." Nobody noticed their press release, and we 
felt bad for them. So we sent the press release to 10,000 
journalists — and then it got noticed. 

The reaction, all of the articles and all of the people link- 
ing to it, is what got us high rankings in Google search 
engines. After that, when people would search for World 
Trade Organization, they would sometimes stumble on our 
site. And so, it was the WTO which did that. 

Then some environmentalist friends contacted us about 
Dow. They were involved in the Bhopal issue, and they 
contacted us after 2001 when Dow bought Union Carbide 
and said, "Hey, here's a target for you. This is some really 
concrete on-the-ground stuff rather than the fast-track 
world trade stuff." 

We set up a website and sent out a press release on be- 
half of Dow saying why the company couldn’t do anything 
about Bhopal because Bhopalis will never be shareholders. 
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Dow reacted really heavy-handedly, and it got our entire 
Internet Service Provider shut down for 24 hours. A bunch 
of articles happened because of that, and our website got 
ranked high in Google. Two years later, the BBC stumbled 
on it and invited us to speak. 

EF!J: Do you feel like you're reaching many people? 

AB: Insofar as we can publicize our actions. Sometimes 
we forget to publicize them, and then we don't reach peo- 
ple. We did a nanotechnology conference in San Francisco, 
and we didn't publicize it because we couldn't figure out 
what it meant when the audience actually took issue with 
what we had to say. So it was a little more complicated. We 
did film it though, and it is going to come out in the new 
film we're making. 

We reach people mostly through press releases, but also 
through film now. I guess press releases probably reach 
more people, but the most that they get out of it is an arti- 
cle then a visit to our website. With a film, we can sit them 
down and make them listen for an hour and a half. 

EFIJ: Do the reactions you get influence how far you take it? 

AB: Well, how far it works. The more they react, the bet- 
ter... to a point. There is a negative feedback mechanism, 
as a climate change scientist might say. If they react really 
heavily, it will be really bad for them, thus they are not go- 
ing to react that badly. So they react a little bit, then they'll 
pull back. 

Meanwhile, they will have given us what we need, which 
is attention. I mean we crave attention; we're emotionally 
bankrupt people. We need attention to publicize it. Like if 
the WTO reacts or George Bush reacts, like when he reacted 
to a website we set up and said, "There ought to be limits to 
freedom." When that sort of thing happens, then journal- 
ists notice. Otherwise, we're just criticizing them. 

By the way, there are actually lots of ways to get invited 
to these conferences. You don't have to just set up a web- 
site. There are other ways to get in. You can visit the con- 
ference websites and usually they have a page for speaking 
opportunities which you can just fill out and ask to speak. 
Sometimes you have to pay to speak, but they don't do any 
ID checks yet. Another way is to do some social engineer- 
ing, as the nerds call it. Pretend to be from one organiza- 
tion, recommend somebody from another organization, 
and then adopt that persona. There are all kinds of ways. 

EFIJ: What's new with the Yes Men these days? Are there any 
future plans you wish to divulge? 


AB: Well, we're very interested in climate change right 
now just because it is the most enormous disaster there is. 
We've been trying to figure out where we are going these 
days, and it seems like we've been steering toward disaster 
more and more. 

With Bhopal, it's a massive disaster, but then immedi- 
ately there was this even bigger disaster that appeared be- 
hind Bhopal, which was the Green Revolution. The Bhopal 
plant was actually put there as part of the modernization 
of agriculture in India. And the people who died were farm- 
ers who had been uprooted from their farms by the Green 
Revolution that had necessitated the Bhopal plant. 

There is an enormous number of farmers who are com- 
mitting suicide in India right now; I think there have been 
10,000 in the last decade. It's generally accepted that this is 
because they get into debt over these new modern products, 
which don't actually perform better than the traditional 
products. And so, they go into debt; they lose their farms. 
There are 700 million Indian farmers, and when times are 
tough, it's a huge number of people who lose their farms. 
So that's kind of the bigger disaster behind the smaller di- 
saster, which was Bhopal. 

And the bigger disaster behind everything is climate 
change right now and where it could go. It's still something 
that people are just not looking straight in the face. People 
talk about how the sea levels could rise or how there might 
be a few more hurricanes. But the film The Day After Tomor- 
row was taken as science fiction, I think, by a lot of people, 
whereas a variation of that sort of sudden climate change 
scenario is entirely possible. 

EFIJ: Do you think that's one of the greatest problems facing 
our world right now? 

AB: Oh yeah. Definitely. 

EFIJ: Why the name the Yes Men? 

AB: Because we agree. We basically figured out that what 
we were doing after that first lecture in Salzburg was agree- 
ing with our audience, following what we perceive their 
ideology to be and taking it to its logical extension. It was 
so much their ideology that they didn't even notice. We 
agree with our audience very forcefully. You know, we're 
also talking about the problem of agreeing with the domi- 
nant ideology, which is completely absurd these days. 
And people who back it, I would say, are by and large just 
yes men. 

continued on page 27 


In one of their better-known actions, the Yes Men represented the WTO and introduced the " Management Leisure Suit " at a textiles conference in August 2001 . 
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McDonald's Interactive Aims 
for Revolution 

At the International Serious Games 
Event in Birmingham, England, on 
June 5, the Yes Men posed as represen- 
tatives of McDonald's Interactive, a 
non-existent division of McDonald's, 
announcing that it was through work- 
ing for a corporation that cares more 
about fattening up its chattel than 
long-term survival. 

"We can no longer stand by while 
McDonald's corporate policies help 
lead the planet to ruin," said Andrew 
Shimery-Wolf, co-director of the for- 
mer Interactive Division, which was 
formed to help the company adapt to 
new market conditions. 

"We began developing a simulation 
of the fast-food industry, for use by 
managers in developing market strate- 
gies." said Division Chief Technology 
Officer Sam Grossman. "When we 
added a climate simulation module, it 
showed those strategies helping lead 
to global calamity. And management 
doesn't seem to care." 

Grossman characterized ordinary 
corporate social responsibility efforts 
as "trivial improvements to a sinking 
ship, serving only to reassure passen- 
gers" and singled out British Petro- 
leum's campaign in particular as just 
a "slightly more polite form of world 
annihilation." 

The audience was clearly energized 
by the speech. According to a McDon- 
ald's Interactive rep- 



Halliburton Solves Global 
Warming Scenarios 

Speaking at a catastrophic loss con- 
ference held at the Ritz-Carlton hotel 
in Amelia Island, Florida, the Yes Men 
represented one of the world's biggest, 
nastiest corporations on May 9. 

Fred Wolf, posing as a representa- 
tive of Halliburton, introduced an ad- 
vanced new technology that will keep 
corporate managers safe, even when 
climate change makes life as we know 
it impossible. 

"The SurvivaBall is designed to pro- 
tect the corporate manager no matter 
what Mother Nature throws his or her 
way," said Wolf. "This technology is 
the only rational response to abrupt 
climate change." 

In order to head off catastrophic cli- 
mate change scenarios, scientists agree 
that we must reduce our carbon emis- 
sions by 70 percent within the next few 
years. But according to Halliburton, 
doing so would seriously undermine 
corporate profits, and thus a more for- 
ward-thinking solution is needed. 

At the conference, Wolf and Dr. 
Northrop Goody, head of Hallibur- 
ton's Emergency Products Develop- 
ment Unit, demonstrated how three 
SurvivaBall mockups would protect 
managers from natural or cultural dis- 
turbances of any intensity or duration. 
The SurvivaBalls would include so- 
phisticated communications systems, 
nutrient gathering capacities, medical 
facilities and a defense infrastructure 
to ensure that the corporate mission is 
not compromised — even when human 
life is rendered impossible by catastro- 
phes or the consequent epidemics and 
armed conflicts. 

"It's essentially a gated community 
for one," said Wolf. 

Conference attendees peppered the 
Halliburton representatives with ques- 
tions. One asked how the device would 
fare against terrorism, another wheth- 
er the array of embedded technologies 
would make the unit too cumbersome, 
and a third raised the issue of cost fea- 
sibility. Wolf and Goody assured the 
audience that these questions and oth- 
ers were being addressed. 


Disaster 


Oil Solves Global Warming 

In early April, the Yes Men posed as 
investigative reporters at a journalism 
conference in Norway and revealed 
their "discovery” that the country, far 
from being enviro-friendly as everyone 
believes, is probably the world's largest 
agent of climate change per capita. 

This is because (a) Norway is the 
world's third largest petroleum export- 
er, and (b) Norway invests the billions 
it makes from petroleum in a wide 
range of oil, automobile, airplane, 
shipping and defense companies, via 
its massive "Petroleum Fund.” (While 
Norway's aid to Pakistan, investments 
in ecological measures and support of 
the Nobel Peace Prize are much better 
known, these are much smaller than 
its aid to Shell, Chevron, Exxon, Hal- 
liburton, etc.) 

The journalists were dumbfounded 
at the April Fools' talk. When the truth 
came out that the "investigators" were 
phony, many of the journalists did ex- 
press surprise that the hypocrisy of a 
supposedly "green” country being so 
heavily invested in oil, pollution and 
war had not received more attention. 

Indian Hijinks 

The pesticide Dursban was banned 
from the US in 2001; that very year, 
Dow opened a Dursban plant in Chi- 
plun, India, where the chemical is still 
legal. Last December, the Yes Men, 
dressed as Dow managers, dropped 
in on the factory for an inspection. 
These "managers" had been told of 
the plant by Bhopal survivors, who 
are angry that Dow is able to launch 
new, harmful ventures in India even 
as it continues to get away with mur- 
der in Bhopal. 

Also in December, the Yes Men vis- 
ited India’s largest agricultural fair and 
learned how companies like Monsanto 
sell their expensive seeds to farmers, 
who are often mined when the crop 
doesn't perform as well as expected. 
Thousands of farmers have committed 
suicide by drinking the pesticide that is 
sold with Monsanto's seeds. 

After speaking to Monsanto repre- 
sentatives to learn their sales tricks, the 




Today, the Yes Men can be found impersonating the likes of Halliburton, Dow, Monsanto and McDonald's. Shown here demonstrating their new "SurvivaBall. 
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EF!J: How does someone become a part of the Yes Men? 

AB: Honestly, we’re a really small group, and we basi- 
cally just encourage people to do their own things. There 
is nothing special about what we're doing; it doesn't take 
rocket scientists to do this. Anybody with actual acting tal- 
ent, for example, would find speaking in front of audiences 
much easier and would probably be able to do it more con- 
vincingly. Some people are much better at worming their 
way into places. So we encourage people that if they have 
an idea for something to go out and do it. 

EF!J: Does using satire help instead of always being serious? 

AB: Using humor helps because it's fun. I think it's im- 
portant to have fun regardless of what you are doing. What 
we do is a blast. It's also nerve-wracking and terrifying, but 
we do it in large part because it's fun. 

Behind all that, we feel it has got some usefulness. We 
don't necessarily feel that this is going to change the world 
any better than anything else we could be doing. It might 
be that if we really devoted ourselves to politics or some- 
thing, we could change the world more. Or becoming law- 
yers and figuring out how to defend the right issues, maybe 
we could make more of a concrete difference. But this is 
what we found we can do, and we enjoy it. 

EF!J: What are some of the most inspiring forms of resistance 
that you've encountered as you've traveled the world? 

AB: I've realized that this isn't a time for half measures 
and socially responsible investing, or getting a Prius and 
feeling okay about yourself. I mean, that's all fine, but a lot 
more needs to happen for things to be better. 

In India, I recently met a lot of activists who were very 
inspiring. In Bhopal, they set up this health clinic; there 
are a couple of people who have been at this clinic for 21 
years. At first, it was a guerrilla clinic, and they were ar- 
rested several times. They were arrested because they were 
treating people the wrong way; they were treating them as 
if they had toxic symptoms, and the treatment was work- 
ing. But the implication was that there were toxic things 


going on, and Union Carbide wanted to convince every- 
body that the effect of the plant leak on people was basi- 
cally like that of teargas. 

The clinic was going against that, and it kept getting shut 
down. Finally, this latest version of the clinic has been there 
for many years now. They're not only treating hundreds of 
people each day, they're also fighting to make sure that 
Dow Chemical itself cleans up the site. They want Dow to 
come and clean it up because they want to set an example 
to corporations and make sure that this kind of thing can 
never happen again. And that's pretty amazing. 

And then there are the farmers in Karnataka who prob- 
ably have been, at times, the most powerful indigenous pro- 
test movement in the world. The farmers in India have shut 
down governments and have changed all kinds of things. 
The ones that we visited use some really funny tactics in 
what they do. They've done these huge laughing protests 
where they surround government buildings or whatever and 
laugh for hours or even days. Once, they caused the govern- 
ment of Karnataka to resign, or they helped anyway. 

EF!J: If the Yes Men could do one thing that you haven't done 
yet, what might that be? 

AB: We would probably find ourselves accidentally mis- 
taken for... George Bush. Yeah. And we would change ev- 
erything. We would find ourselves mistaken for George 
Bush for a good long period of time. Like at least a week, 
and that would be enough, I think. But I'm not sure how 
we'd go about doing that. 

There's this amazing scene in The Great Dictator by Charlie 
Chaplin, at the end, where the Hitler look-a-like is mistak- 
en for Hitler himself. He ends up addressing all of the Nazi 
troops, while he's just this Jewish barber. And everybody 
thinks he's Hitler. He gives this impassioned speech to the 
troops and says something like: "Stop it. We mustn't do this; 
we must live for... love." I forget his speech exactly, though 
it's really nice. And the troops just cheer, drop their arms 
and run away. Of course... the counterpart would be finding 
oneself in the Oval Office and being able to speak as Bush. 


Yes Men successfully sold seeds armed 
against "amoebas and houseflies" and 
demonstrated a pesticide that doesn't 
kill but simply lobotomizes the drink- 
er, making him or her happier with 
whatever happens. 

Dow Promotes Its New 
"Post-Cautionary Principle" 

At a nanotechnology conference 


in San Francisco last November, a 
"Dow representative" urged the sci- 
entists, engineers and entrepre- 
neurs in the audience to hurry 
potentially dangerous nanotech 
products to market before they could 
be tested. 

Citing Dow's record profits despite a 
history of releasing dangerous and of- 
ten lethal products, the representative 


asserted that caution is best deferred 
until after a product is released and 
that testing ought to be performed not 
by the corporation but by the popu- 
lation at large. The audience, to their 
credit, found these ideas disturbing. 

For more information on these and 
other hijinks, visit www.theyesmen.org; 
www.halliburtoncontracts.com; and 
www.mcdonaldsinteractive.com. 
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Pipelines to Africa 


Melted remains of a television at a makeshift electronic waste dump in Nigeria 


by Richard Gutierrez 

I ,agos, Nigeria is in the throes of the high-tech revolution. 
In a country where 60 percent of the population lives below 
the poverty line, it is not surprising to see people owning 
multiple mobile phones. Ikeja Computer Village, Lagos' larg- 
est computer market, now occupies nearly 15 acres (approxi- 
mately nine city blocks), boasts 3,500 member groups and 
claims to be the largest computer association in Africa. 

Lagos, the second largest city in Africa, is a major port 
that funnels commodities to the African interior. Five hun- 
dred containers — representing 400,000 computers — arrive 
in Lagos every day. Port and warehouse authorities confirm 
that 50 percent of this computer equipment comes from 
the US. The rest comes from Germany, Italy and other de- 
veloped nations. During the Basel Action Network’s (BAN) 
recent trip to Lagos, our investigators found computer 
shipments bearing numerous US institutional labels, from 
the City of Houston to the Illinois State Police. 

Sources with both the port authority and the computer 
market confirmed that 75 percent of the so-called "equip- 
ment" that lands in Lagos is junk — non-repairable elec- 
tronics that cannot be sold. 

Highly skilled, enterprising Nigerians do what they can to 
salvage this junk equipment, but unusable parts are thrown 
away. Since there is no hazardous waste recycling infrastruc- 
ture in Nigeria, foreign computer monitors, plastics, wires, 
circuit boards and other components end up piled up in 
swamps, informal landfills and ditches. When a pile becomes 
ungainly, the locals simply bum it to make room for more. 

A Supersized Crisis 

The electronic waste (e-waste) crisis that our society has 
created is the result of the volume and toxicity of the of- 
fending materials, as well as our failure to take responsibility 
for managing these materials appropriately. Studies have es- 
timated that between 1997 and 2007, more than 500 million 
computers will become obsolete in the US alone. The toxics 
that we have effectively stored within these computers in- 
clude approximately six billion pounds of plastic, 1.5 billion 
pounds of lead, three million pounds of cadmium, two mil- 
lion pounds of chromium and 600,000 pounds of mercury. 

These toxics are present in various computer compo- 
nents. For instance, lead — a known endocrine disruptor 


that interferes with children's brain development^-^ per- 
vasive in monitors, televisions and circuit board solder. 
Polyvinyl chloride plastics, mainly found in cable housing, 
comprise the largest volume of plastics used in computers. 
Burning these plastics at low temperatures releases dioxins 
and furans, two of the most deadly persistent organic pol- 
lutants. It is highly likely that cancer-causing polycyclic 
aromatic hydrocarbons are present in the emissions and 
ash produced by burning. Mercury, a potent neurotoxi- 
cant, is found in switches, batteries and backlights on flat- 
screen monitors. Cadmium, chromium, beryllium and 
other toxics are also found in computers. 

Much of the electronic waste produced in the US is 
shipped to developing countries such as China, India and 
Nigeria. Eighty percent of computers in the US collected 
for recycling are exported, and there is a very high chance 
that this waste will find its way to a roadside ditch or 
swamp somewhere in these countries. 

Lessons from Asia 

Recent studies in China and India — where e-waste recy- 
cling operations have existed for nearly a decade — reveal 
that toxics have poisoned the environment in and around 
the areas where e-waste is usually processed or dumped. 
Lead levels in work floors, for instance, were shown to 
be 13 times higher than the US Environmental Protec- 
tion Agency's maximum allowed level of lead in soil for 
adults. Lead in nearby rivers was 2,400 times higher than 
is allowed by World Health Organization Drinking Water 
Guidelines. Studies detected many other toxics, including 
polybrominated diphenyl ethers (PBDEs). Used primarily as 
flame-retardants in electronic products, PBDEs are highly 
persistent, bioaccumulative and capable of interfering with 
normal brain development in animals. 

The impacts of these toxics on the workers, communi- 
ties and ecosystems around these areas have yet to be fully 
documented. Due to the progressive nature of the diseases 
caused by such toxics, it will take years before the conse- 
quences to human and animal life are known. 

Exploiting Poorer Countries and Communities 

The exploitative trade in e-waste will continue to wreak 
havoc in poorer countries unless the primary generators 
of this waste — the so-called "developed nations" — start 
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taking responsibility for their hazardous refuse by man- 
aging such materials within their own borders. But be- 
cause of the high level of poverty in the Third World, 
the general absence of social and political rights, and lax 
environmental standards, waste traders from richer na- 
tions will continuously seek to exploit these iniquitous 
situations. Thus, the need for a strict global ban on all 
forms of hazardous waste trade is vital. 

There is already an international treaty between most 
nations to control trade in hazardous wastes. This UN 
treaty is called the Basel Convention on the Control of 
Transboundary Movements of Hazardous Wastes and 
Their Disposal. However, the US — a prime culprit in the 
ongoing toxic trade — has not only failed to ratify the con- 
vention but has actively worked to undermine it. Within 
its borders, the US has also coddled computer manufac- 
turers, allowing these companies to introduce toxics into 
electronic equipment. Clearly, all of this needs to change. 

Proponents of waste trade argue that the environmen- 
tal degradation now sweeping Nigeria, China and other 
countries is due to the lack of appropriate technology to 


deal with e-waste. Technology is not the answer. Exploi- 
tation occurs because of the social and economic chasm 
that presently separates poorer nations from developed 
ones. Unless equality in rights, freedoms and economic 
opportunities are achieved on both sides of the divide, no 
amount of technology will eliminate exploitation. More- 
over, installing appropriate technology in poorer nations 
will never be an incentive for manufacturers to stop intro- 
ducing toxics into their equipment. In this regard, tech- 
nology would become a license to pollute, rather than a 
real solution. 

Taking Action 

As individuals, activists and computer users, we can make 
a difference in changing the present exploitative practice 
that governments and corporations are perpetuating. 


Boycott the bad guys: The Silicon Valley Toxics Coalition 
(SVTC) researches and documents the environmental re- 
cords of US computer companies. Inform yourself, and if 
you are going to buy a computer, make a conscious decision 
to give your money to a more progressive manufacturer. 

Support socially and environmentally conscious recy- 
cling: BAN has launched a North-America-wide initia- 
tive called the Recycler's Pledge of True Stewardship. The 
pledge initiative establishes the most stringent social- and 
environmental-justice criteria for e-waste recycling. Com- 
panies that qualify for the pledge (aka e-stewards) commit 
to not exporting wastes to developing countries in accor- 
dance with the Basel Convention, to not landfill these 
hazardous wastes and to not use American prison labor in 
dealing with the waste. BAN's website offers a list of the re- 
sponsible e-stewards participating in the pledge program. 

Join the Computer TakeBack Campaign (CTBC): BAN 
and SVTC have joined together with other nonprofits to 
form this coalition. CTBC encourages corporate account- 
ability on e-waste by urging corporations to take back 
their products when the consumer no longer wants them, 
to make products with minimal toxics 
and to recycle products responsibly. 
Additionally, CTBC has successfully 
engaged in very public campaigning to 
get US manufacturers, such as Dell and 
Apple, to change their ways. 

Push for the European Union (EU) 
model to be applied in the US: The EU 
has ratified the Basel Convention and 
completely banned hazardous wastes 
from being exported to developing 
countries from the EU. The EU has also 
mandated that all electronics manu- 
facturers must take back all obsolete 
equipment from consumers and recycle 
it properly. Finally, the EU has required 
toxic input phase-outs in electronics 
sold in the EU, starting in 2007. We 
need to support initiatives that follow 
along these lines, as not all e-waste ini- 
tiatives are equal. 

Nigeria and most of Africa are on the 
cusp of a major development in tech- 
nology and communications. It is im- 
perative that they escape the industrial 
blight that accompanies the high-tech boom. As US con- 
sumers, we can help make a difference. It's as simple as 
making an informed decision before buying a new com- 
puter, as well as knowing how to deal with a computer 
once we decide to dispose of it. In the end, the decision is 
truly ours whether we want to build another waste pipe- 
line or not. 

For more information, contact Basel Action Network, 
c/o Earth Economics, 122 S Jackson, Ste 320, Seattle, WA 
98104; (206) 652-5555; www.ban.org; Silicon Valley Toxics 
Coalition, 760 N 1st St, San Jose, CA95112; (408) 287-6707; 
svtc@svtc.org; www.svtc.org; www.computertakeback.com. 

Richard Gutierrez is part of the Basel Action Network, an 
international nonprofit environmental group fighting to stop 
toxic trade of all kinds and to ensure that international envi- 
ronmental justice is observed worldwide. 



Many children search through refuse piles at Nigerian 
computer markets, hoping to find valuable scrap. 
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— Free Geek — 

Oregon Nonprofit Attacks E-Waste at its Source 


by Pete Forsyth 

Far from the villages of Africa, which 
all too often serve as dumping grounds 
for much of the US's electronic waste, 
an Oregon-based nonprofit has pio- 
neered a novel approach to electronic 
waste (e-waste) management. 

At the Free Geek Community 
Technology Center in Portland, dis- 
carded technology — including more 
than 35,000 PCs over five years and 
500 tons of e-waste in 2005 alone — 
is processed locally, not shipped to a 
distant continent and an unknown 
fate. In the process, Free Geek's dedi- 
cated volunteers generate fully func- 
tional refurbished computers — more 
than 6,500 to date, all running free, 
open-source software — to donate or 
sell for cheap in the local commu- 
nity. It puts equipment many would 
consider "outdated" to good use, 
and it dismantles the rest, disposing 
of it safely. 

In its five-year history, Free Geek 
has developed methods for process- 
ing both treasure and junk responsibly 
and efficiently. Free Geek strives to get 
the best possible use out of every kind 
of donated item. The process is under 
constant refinement as the incoming 
equipment changes and as creative 
minds come up with new uses for it. 

Most of the e-waste that Free Geek 
receives has monetary value and can 
be sold, either as scrap or as part of a 
refurbished system. But some e-waste 
is hazardous, has no value for reuse 
and costs money to dispose of prop- 
erly. Ideally, revenue from selling the 
"good stuff" (like gold, power cords, 
aluminum and refurbished PCs) 
would cover the processing costs for 
the "bad stuff" (like lead, mercury 
and cadmium). 

But the high cost of properly dis- 
posing of one increasingly common 
item — the cathode ray tube (CRT) 
monitor — makes that ideal unat- 
tainable. CRTs contain a great deal 
of lead. If handled improperly, lead 
can seep out of a landfill into the wa- 
ter supply, causing brain damage in 


children. Free Geek is flooded with 
old CRT monitors as many people 
abandon them in favor of newer LCD 
"flat-panel" monitors. 

Processing these donated CRT mon- 
itors represents one of Free Geek's 
highest expenses, and so it is the one 
area where donors are required to pay 
a fee. Dropping off a monitor at Free 
Geek — whether it's working or not — 
costs $10. Sometimes donors are put 
off, especially when dropping off a 
working monitor. But they generally 
come around once they learn about 
the dangers of lead and the challenge 
of disposing of it safely. 

Free Geek founder Oso Martin advo- 
cates a different approach to e-waste 
management. Ideally, makers of com- 
puters and electronics would provide 


funding for responsible disposal at 
the end of their products' life cycles. 
Manufacturers’ sponsorship of local 
grassroots organizations like Free Geek 
would solve the e-waste problem in 
the communities where the waste is 
generated. Unfortunately, companies 
have little incentive to take this ap- 
proach and, thus far, have failed to 
take the lead in developing this kind 
of program. 

Currently there is a big push by lo- 
cal and state governments to require 
a disposal fee to be paid at the time of 
purchase — kind of like a bottle depos- 
it. This is the approach taken in many 


European countries, as well as the 
state of Maine. Free Geek is support- 
ing legislative efforts along those lines 
in Oregon and Washington. If passed, 
such legislation would direct money 
to organizations like Free Geek for 
processing e-waste. Individual donors 
would no longer have to pay a fee 
when dropping off monitors, so Free 
Geek's staff and volunteers could do 
less explaining and more recycling. 

If this kind of legislation sounds 
like an uphill battle, you're right. But 
an uphill battle has never stopped a 
geek. Five years ago, Free Geek's un- 
paid founding members struggled to 
come up with rent. Today, Free Geek 
has 12 paid employees, operates in 
a 15,000-square-foot facility and has 
hundreds of volunteers, who process 


over 40 tons of e-waste per month. 
New Free Geeks have followed Port- 
land's model in Ohio, Indiana, Chica- 
go and Washington, and the Portland 
organization is exploring an expan- 
sion into the suburb of Gresham. 

The Geeks looking forward to hear- 
ing from you! 

For more information, contact Free 
Geek, 1731 SE 10th Ave, Portland, OR 
97214; (503) 232-9350; info@freegeek. 
org; www.freegeek.org. 

Pete Forsyth has been volunteering at 
Free Geek since 2001. His work includes 
recycling, the build program, community 
outreach and legislative advocacy. 
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A swift-footed, razor-clawed, vengeance-seeking 
wolf pack to the 30 to 40 black-clad youths who 

embarked on a spontaneous nighttime rampage through 
Santa Cruz, California, on April 15. An untold number 
of gas-guzzling SUVs were decorated with spray-painted 
messages and left crippled on the asphalt with decommis- 
sioned tires. Police are bereft of suspects or clues, except 
for the statements of a few infuriated victims, who relayed 
that the vandals "were all riding 10-speeds and wearing 
black trench coats." 

This is only the latest in an almost nightly series of van- 
dalism sprees targeting corporate storefronts and oversized 
luxury chariots of the affluent. 

A beer-guzzling, desert-defending, Hayduke-re- 
viving wolf to the mysterious anti-development 
saboteurs who have been attacking sprawl all across 
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intends to destroy the ^ J 

bulldozers raided the 

ers resisted the eviction by 
locking down to concrete barrels 
around the walnut tree. The eviction took 
seven hours and resulted in 45 arrests. 

An over-the-hill, "can't-find-my-way- 
home," torn-to-shreds-by-a- wild-fox poodle to classic 
rockers Eric Clapton and Pink Floyd's Roger Waters 
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dent had transpired 
two hours south in Payson, 
on January 15, where a loader, a track hoe and a 
skid steer were severely damaged, costing developers 
$25,000. The machinery was being used in the construc- 
tion of three new subdivisions and other projects in town. 
Five luxury houses were also burned to the ground in a 
new Tucson subdivision on February 20. In the beginning 
of June, seven more high-price homes were set ablaze right 
outside of the sprawling wasteland of Phoenix. 


An arboreal, urban-land-reclaiming, howling- 
like-a-hippie wolf to 1960s folk singer Joan Baez. 

On May 25, Baez, Julia Butterfly Hill and actress Daryl Han- 
nah took to the largest walnut tree on the 14-acre South 
Central Farm in Los Angeles, California. The three used 
their fame to draw attention to the threatened eviction 


of the farm. The protest was an act of solidarity with the 
350 families — mostly Central American immigrants — who 
are fighting for the land. Although the city gave the land 
to the community of South Central as a concession after 


for headlining a pro-fox-hunting benefit show in the UK, 
on May 20. The benefit — which also featured members of 
The Who and Genesis — was organized by the Countryside 
Alliance, a group that promotes fox hunting as an integral 
part of country life. The alliance ignores the fact that only 
the aristocratic elite enjoys the sport. It hopes to use the 
funds raised at the concert in lobbying efforts against the 
Fox Hunting Act of 2004, which banned the use of dogs 
in fox hunting. Before the ban, hunters would allow their 
hounds to tear cornered foxes to pieces. 

A reality-manufacturing, self-esteem-crushing, 
habitat-trashing poodle to MTV for destroying criti- 
cal leatherback sea turtle nesting grounds to film its new- 
est "reality" show, "The Gauntlet." The show was shot 
at Turtle Beach, on the Caribbean island of Tobago. The 
use of heavy equipment, the 90-person filming crew and 
the redistribution of sand resulted in the destruction of at 
least eight nests containing approximately 400 eggs and 
prevented an untold number of the endangered turtles 
from coming ashore to nest. Leatherback turtles are criti- 
cally endangered in the Atlantic Ocean, according to the 
World Conservation Union. 

A yellow-bellied, head-up-its-green-groomed-ass 
poodle to Business 2.0 Magazine, for encouraging corpora- 
tions to exploit climate change. An article entitled, "Why 
Global Warming is Good for Business," explains that 
while the catastrophic long-term effects of climate change 
are too unpredictable to cash in on, there are short-term 
entrepreneurial possibilities. By offering "guilt reduction" 
to consumers in the form of carbon credits and "green 
alternatives," businesses stand to make big bucks. "A two- 
thirds jump in profits, thanks to climate change? That's a 
far cheerier image of the future... than those poor trapped 
polar bears." 
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Earth First! Evolution 

and the 

2006 Organizers Conference 
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BY MULLET FINGERS 

"One of the top events, if not the best, I've ever been to! We 
went, expecting the general mood would be depressed, over- 
whelmed and paranoid, given the recent events of the Green 
Scare roundups and indictments — surprisingly, it was quite 
the opposite. I saw people approaching future activities with a 
creative, brave and inspired lucidity that was absolutely conta- 
gious and quickly spread throughout the entire event. " 

— Longtime EFler and worker bee from the Beehive Design 
Collective, on the 2006 EF! Organizers' Conference 

It's been clear for several years that Earth First! is in 
need of renewed energy, 
direction and ambition. 

So when Florida EF!ers de- 
cided to host the 2006 Or- 
ganizers' Conference (OC) 
and Winter Rendezvous, 
we got started early. The 
EF! Journal collective sent 
us copies of past OC write- 
ups, which we circulated 
so that we could be on the 
same page in understand- 
ing the historical context 
of the OC. We prioritized 
international participation 
and realized that it takes 
time and money to help people cross borders. Invitations 
in English and Spanish were sent out, and we began rais- 
ing funds for visas and plane tickets. The ol' tactic of an 
EF! road show was used to spread the word across Florida. 
We created a website with details on EF!, the OC and the 
International Winter Rendezvous. 

Invitations and questionnaires went to all the contacts 
in the Journal directory and on the prisoner support pages, 
with follow-up calls made when possible. The Indepen- 
dent Traditional Seminole Nation hosted the International 
Indian Treaty Council Winter Conference the week prior 
to the OC, allowing crossover between the two gather- 
ings and a strengthening of connections between radical 
environmental and indigenous activists. All the individu- 
als on the OC committee extended personal invitations 
to our local connections across south Florida, including 
sympathizers from environmental agencies and trusted 


journalists, to ensure that the event didn't happen within 
a subcultural bubble. A community kitchen was able to 
provide nutritious meals all week long from a combina- 
tion of local organic farm donations, dumpster diving and 
wild food harvesting. All the food scraps and humanure 
from the composting toilets were brought back to town 
for use in local gardens (who says EF! ain't doin' shit!?). 

The Organizers' Conference 

The OC began on February 15 with a bioregional 
roundup, where people from Wild Rockies, Cascadia, 
Katuah, Maine, Arizona, Pennsylvania, New York and 

Florida talked about 
what is going on in their 
respective bioregions. 
Letters from EF! activists 
responding to our ques- 
tionnaires came in from 
Utah, Wisconsin, Eastern 
Oregon, Nebraska and 
various prisons across 
the country. Through- 
out the week, these let- 
ters were read aloud at 
morning circle so that 
voices not in attendance 
could be incorporated 
into discussions. 

The opening session evolved casually into a strategies 
and tactics discussion. The group decided to steer clear of 
the visions and aspirations session that was in the sched- 
ule. Instead, campfire storytelling ensued, passing on the 
oral history of EF! victories and bloopers, bridging the fast 
growing generation/experience gap in the movement. 

The next morning started with a well-facilitated session 
on anti-oppression work within the movement. The par- 
ticipants split into smaller groups to increase the opportu- 
nity for individuals to speak and be heard. Groups came 
back together for discussion focused on racism, sexism 
and homophobia that they had observed or experienced 
in campaigns and at previous gatherings. This workshop 
also resulted in the formation of an ad hoc group to ad- 
dress issues or conflicts that might arise on site. The group 
was later available to address a participant with a history 
of sexual assault. It was a serious oversight not to have 


Participants from Ecuador, 
Guatemala, Venezuela, Puerto Rico 
and US-based activists who work in 
the Caribbean and South America 
shared their stories. Spanish 
became the frequently overheard 
second language of the gathering. 



worked out this role earlier in the planning process, as 
addressing heavy topics requires a trust that is difficult to 
manifest on the spot. 

Several discussions occurred about confronting the 
Green Scare and supporting those who've been arrested. 
These were lead by folks who are in the thick of it out in 
Cascadia. The current status and ominous future of our 
beloved EF! Journal was also hashed out. The previous is- 
sue of the Journal covered much of what was addressed in 
those two sessions (see EF!J May-June 2006). 

The Winter Rendezvous 

The site of the gathering was a beautiful swamp in the 
J.W. Corbett Wildlife Management Area, which is part of 
the Northeastern Everglades Natural Area (NENA). We 
wrapped up and transitioned from the OC agenda to an 
open schedule. Participants from Ecuador, Guatemala, 
Venezuela, Puerto Rico and US-based activists who work 
in the Caribbean and South America shared their stories. 
Spanish became the frequently overheard second language 
of the gathering. 

The "Night to Howl" kicked off on Friday evening with 
an excellent collection of talent, including readings from 
warrior poets who were unable to attend. The night was 
dedicated to Meg Perry, a much loved EFIer from Maine 
who died while doing solidarity work in New Orleans. Po- 
etry gave way to fireside music, starting with the group 
Sobrevivencia from Guatemala, and Hannah Stampe and 
Evan Greer of the Riot Folk collective. Guitars were passed 
around late into the night with people sharing songs from 
across the Americas. For several years, there had been a 
disappointing lull in original music at our gatherings. The 
sudden disappearance of songwriters around the fire was 
like a dying canary in the mine signaling that something 
was wrong. But there is a new generation of radical artists 
and musicians on the rise. 

Saturday was packed with workshops. On Sunday, the 
planning committee cleared the schedule to focus atten- 
tion on two subjects that have been surfacing in EF! cir- 
cles lately: Latin American solidarity and gentrification. 
The Latin American workshop provided background on 
culture and ecology south of the US border and high- 
lighted infrastructure mega-projects on the horizon, of- 
fering a proposal on a strategic direct-action campaign 
to stop them at their source: the US. The Beehive Design 
Collective strengthened the proposal with the presence of 
its massive banners illustrating the effects of these mega- 
projects. 

The gentrification presentation had a similar theme — 
how EF! can pitch in on the fights that are coming straight 
to the doorsteps of urban activists around the world. 
Along with Miami-based anti-poverty and environmen- 
tal justice organizations, there was also a participant from 
the New Orleans Common Ground Collective who gave 
a slide show and spoke about the crossover between radi- 
cal ecology and neighborhood self-determination in the 
aftermath of Hurricane Katrina. 



Conference. m 

Before the crack of dawn on Febru- M 

ary 20, several groups of journalist elves 
wrapped hundreds of spoof newspaper covers 
on the Palm Beach Post throughout Palm Beach 
County. The paper insulted and mocked local politicians, 
biotech scientists, investors, developers, reporters, the Joint 
Terrorism Task Force (JTTF) and, of course, ourselves. 

Next, we held a family picnic at Blowing Rocks, a coast- 
al preserve on Jupiter Island, which is conveniently next 
door to the home of Richard Lerner, president of Scripps 
Biotech Research Institute. Lerner had only recently ac- 
quired the $4-million home and was not there to join our 
little get-together, so several of the 40-or-so picnickers got 
together and wrote a 200-foot-long message in seaweed: 
"Fuck Scripps, Go Manipulate Yourself." If Lerner didn't 
get to see it for himself, the police report should include 
some nice family photos for his mantle. 

The BioFlorida Conference began the following day at 
the Marriot Hotel in West Palm Beach, with Governor Jeb 
Bush as keynote speaker. The remaining post-OC crowd 
joined the local opposition efforts of global justice activ- 
ists, environmentalists, animal rights folks and pissed-off 
residents. In the midst of massive police and JTTF pres- 
ence, security was breached, and a giant banner read- 
ing "No Biotech, No Compromise... Scrap Scripps!" was 
dropped off the hotel roof. No arrests were made, but the 
banner was quickly removed. 

The day ended with a final gathering of traveling EF!ers 
and local activists heading down the street from the hotel 
to the Francis Coffield Community Garden. Mrs. Coffield, 
a Black Seminole activist who started the first officially 
recognized community garden in Palm Beach County, 
came out for the afternoon to offer words of encourage- 
ment and appreciation. 

Our planning committee accomplished what we set out 
to do, giving EF! a kick in the ass that it has been sorely 
needing for years. Let's keep the momentum building! For 
those who missed out, the website established before the 
OC (www.earthfirst2006oc.info) has reflections, follow-up 
articles and photos from the gathering. 

mullet fingers invites y'all to kick off your shoes, drop out of 
school and come trash construction equipment in the remain- 
ing wild swamps of south Florida. He wants the animal libera- 
tionists out there to know that he deeply regrets putting those 
gators in the port-o-potty. 
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a gift 

t ^from the 

heavens 


The Joys and 
Uses of Rainwater 


by Cleo Woelfle-Erskine 

Rainwater Harvesting for Drylands, 
Volume 1: Guiding Principles, by Brad 
Lancaster, Chelsea Green, 2006. 

In the US, massive dams, wells 
and levees have been constructed to 
shield us and our food supply from 
the effects of drought and flood. 
Now urban dwellers blithely turn on 
the tap to distant river water, while 
millions of gallons of pure rainwater 
gather pollutants and flood down 
storm drains. 

For the last century, waterworks and 
groundwater mining have shielded 
industrialized drylands cultures — in- 
cluding most of the US west of the 
Mississippi River — from drought and 
flood, enabling populations to soar 
beyond what rainfall alone could 
sustain. However, all signs point to 
the imminent end of this watery 
hallucination. Natural disasters, eco- 
logical devastation and maintenance 
failures — including hurricanes, glob- 
al warming, destruction of riparian 
zones, contamination of aquifers, 
and crumbling water drains and sew- 
ers — have resulted in a monumental 
and intractable problem. Soon the af- 
fluent will join the billions of people 
who lack access to sufficient clean 
drinking water. 

The solution, Brad Lancaster argues 
in Rainwater Harvesting for Drylands, 
lies in harvesting the rain. 

Permaculture people love bad puns, 
and Harvesting Rainwater is replete 
with the combined wit of Lancaster 
and cohort Brock Dolman. What 
you're left with — after you're done 
groaning — is a genuine and pragmatic 
optimism that arises from the elegant 
utility of the rainwater harvesting 
strategies and principles presented. 

Lancaster has meticulously re- 
searched strategies for capturing the 
rain that falls on roofs, sidewalks, 


streets, gardens and bare soil. Over the 
last decade, he has field-tested most of 
them in his Tucson, Arizona yard. He 
taps the decades of experience of fel- 
low desert permaculture designers, as 
well as international innovators like 
Zephanian Phiri, whose Zimbabwean 
water harvesting, agriculture and land 
restoration experiments Brad uses to 
synthesize the principles behind the 
many strategies he presents. Armed 
with these principles, urban runoff 
is transformed into a free and end- 
lessly useful gift from the heavens. 
By harvesting it, Lancaster argues, we 
can foster community autonomy, dis- 
credit the rationale for expensive and 
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destructive water systems, enhance 
urban biodiversity and quality of 
life, and reconnect the broken flows 
of water through our lives and land- 
scapes — not to mention save money 
on water and grocery bills. 

Brad's specific focus is on urban 
and suburban dwellers who have 
land to work with. In painstaking 
detail, he walks the prospective rain 
harvester through design and con- 
struction of small-scale rainwater 


harvesting systems. Beginning with 
runoff calculations and progress- 
ing through an overview of how to 
site and build swales, catch basins, 
cisterns, downspouts and other 
structures, his design strategies and 
informative illustrations empower 
the reader to use one's own obser- 
vations and labor to change one's 
backyard from a rain-shedding to 
rain-catching landscape. 

While Lancaster does not address 
the political strategies needed to chal- 
lenge the powerful economic and 
political interests that exploit the cur- 
rent water system, he makes a strong 
case for the technical and economic 
feasibility of small-scale urban rain- 
harvesting and food-producing sys- 
tems. Using his backyard, community 
gardens and urban gleaning projects 
as examples, Lancaster promotes 
urban agriculture as an alternative 
to chemical-dependent and water- 
wasting commercial agriculture. Fu- 
ture volumes promise to delve into 
the intricacies of cisterns, greywa- 
ter recycling, ecological sanitation, 
landscape-scale rain-catchment and 
erosion control strategies. 

Encompassing far more material 
than its title suggests, Rainwater Har- 
vesting for Drylands is an essential 
manual for architects, planners and 
landscapers; a valuable introduction 
to the principles of permaculture and 
integrated design for urban dwellers 
concerned about depletion and inse- 
curity of municipal supplies; a dose 
of practical hope for the jaded water 
warrior; and an in-depth treatment of 
urban water concerns and harvesting 
strategies for the permaculture aficio- 
nado. In short, it is an essential book 
for anyone who uses water! 

Cleo Woelfle-Erskine is the author 
of Urban Wilds and the forthcoming 
Dam Nation: Dispatches from the 
Water Underground. 
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Understanding 

Where we Came From 

“Updated” Eco-Warriors is still Very Much About 1 990 


BY ATLATL 

Eco-Warriors: Understanding the Radi- 
cal Environmental Movement, Updated 
Edition, by Rik Scarce, Left Coast 
Press, 2006. 

When I was first becoming active 
in the radical environmental move- 
ment, I read the original version of 
Rik Scarce's Eco-Warriors. I loved it. 

Here, in one book, was a compre- 
hensive overview of the philosophy 
and history of the radical environ- 
mental movement. Since the book 
was more than 10 years out-of-date, 

I knew to seek out other sources for 
current information. 

It might have been kinder to re- 
print Eco-Warriors in its original 
state, because this "updated" ver- 
sion barely deserves the name. In- 
stead of revising his book, Scarce 
has merely added a new concluding 
chapter. Worse still, this chapter has 
substantial holes that give a frus- 
tratingly incomplete picture of the radical environmental 
movement as it is today. 

The first 258 pages are still great, though, if you ignore 
the anachronisms. Scarce starts with one of the best over- 
views of radical environmental philosophy that I have 
ever read, from' deep ecology to no compromise. He then 
devotes a chapter each to Greenpeace, EF!, Sea Shepherd 
and the Animal Liberation Front (ALF), addressing each 
group's history and the role it played in the development 
of the movement. After a brief overview of radical envi- 
ronmentalism outside the US, he devotes four chapters to 
examining a few classic direct actions in depth, one to in- 
terviews with ALF activists, and one to John Seed and the 
international rainforest preservation movement. The final 
unchanged chapter examines the poetry and music of 
the movement in 1990. Scarce has not changed anything 
about this part of the text; instead of correcting errors, he 
has added an "errata" page to the back of the book. 

But for those who have read the original, all the new 
material is in the last chapter — 16 years crammed into 27 
pages. Some of it is quite good; Scarce gives a decent (al- 
beit cursory) history of major EF! and Sea Shepherd cam- 
paigns since 1990, and he does a good job of capturing the 
ongoing internal controversy and discourse over racism 
in the movement. Completed before the recent round of 


"Green Scare" indictments, the new 
chapter still offers a good overview 
of the legal harassment that the 
movement has faced since 1990. 

But a lot is missing. Scarce has ne- 
glected to discuss movement poet- 
ry or music from the past 16 years, 
and there is no mention of EF! in 
the UK — no road wars, no Reclaim 
the Streets, nothing. He devotes 
only a brief paragraph to the Stop 
Huntingdon Animal Cruelty cam- 
paign, a strange oversight in a book 
that includes animal liberation as 
part of the radical environmental 
movement. No mention is made 
of the various "respectable" envi- 
ronmental groups founded by for- 
mer EFiers, even in the discussion 
of how EF! helped radicalize the 
mainstream. 

And what about the most famous 
spin-off of all, the Earth Liberation 
Front (ELF)? Scarce gives the ELF 
more attention than most topics in 
the final chapter, but his analysis is hobbled by his own 
obvious discomfort with ELF tactics and rhetoric. In a few 
short paragraphs, Scarce manages to refer to the ELF as 
"brutal," "vicious" and "ominous." Unsurprisingly, this 
perspective does not lead to a fair assessment of the ELF's 
place within and influence on the wider movement. For 
example, the torching of Vail — which changed the way 
the movement looked at and talked about itself — is given 
only two sentences. 

Scarce never really analyzes the impact of anarchism 
on the movement since 1990, which is probably also due 
to personal bias; the last line of the book states that the 
Earth can only be saved through governmental politics. 
He doesn't mention the strong green anarchy/primitivist 
strain in the movement in recent years, which is really 
an inexcusable omission in a book that is supposed to be 
about understanding the movement. Likewise, he fails to 
take a frank look at the state of EF! today, in terms of par- 
ticipation and effectiveness. 

So should you get this book? If you’ve never read Eco- 
Warriors, do it. A movement needs to know its own his- 
tory, and there's a lot that can be learned from the 1990 
original. If you want to know about the movement since 
then, though, you'd probably be better off sticking with 
the 20th and 25th anniversary issues of the EF! Journal. 
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.Ask tin EF! 


Lawyer 

He's Working on Your Side! 



by Stu Sugarman 

Dear EF! Lawyer, 

What are your feelings on protesting inside or outside of a 
courthouse? I understand that these decisions should be made 
by the defendant on a case-by-case basis, but how do you dis- 
tinguish between the time to be on one's best behavior and the 
time to turn a trial into a circus? 

— Tired of Metal Detectors 

Dear Metal Detectors, 

I'm all for peaceful, noisy protests outside of a court- 
house. They represent a chance for the person on trial to 
get their message across to everyone inside, including the 
judge and the jury, without even saying a word. A deci- 
sion to protest inside a courthouse is almost certainly a 
mistake, however. Protesting in any way that disrupts the 
court’s business will, at the very least, result in the guards 
immediately removing you from the building. If you do 
not leave, you might be arrested for trespassing, disobey- 
ing the guards’ lawful order and disorderly conduct. Such 
arrests would distract from the defendant's message and 
possibly ensure their conviction. 


Essentially, if you're appealing to a judge or jury for ac- 
quittal or leniency, I do not see how unlawfully disrupting 
courthouse business would ever work in your favor. 

Let me tell you about an experience that I had in the 
Summer of '96. Earlier in the year, 64 people had been ar- 
rested during several protests to save Enola Hill — a sacred, 

Native American site within Mt. Hood National Forest. I 
represented a few of the protesters and coordinated the 
efforts of 26 other lawyers in 64 separate trials. During 
the first trial, a friend informed me of a plan to hang 
a large banner from the roof of the courthouse. He 
showed me access points within the building, weak- 
nesses in security and how the plan would be carried 
out. I consulted the lawyer in the trial — the legendary 
James Patrick McHugh, Jr. — regarding the plan, and he im- 
mediately insisted that the protest be abandoned. 

Fortunately, the organizers of the banner drop quickly 
canceled their plans. At trial, the Freddies showed Inter- 
net announcements of the action to the judge. Security 
was intense in the courthouse that day, and everyone 
was now referring to the civil disobedience defendants 
as "terrorists." McHugh, of course, was able to shrug ev- 
erything off by pointing out that there wasn't any shred 
of protest anywhere near the building. The whole thing 
died right there. 

If there had been a protest in or on the courthouse, I 
think the defendant on trial and her message would have 
suffered. Instead, the trial over the $100 fine went on 
for four days and included Native elders from the Warm 
Springs tribe talking poetically and passionately, in their 
dying Native tongue, about the spiritual significance 
of Enola Hill. After the case was done, the exhausted 
prosecutor still had 63 trials to go. Boy, was she miser- 
able! Using McHughs' trial as a model, we made sure 
nothing got done in the Clackamas County Courthouse 
for months. One senior judge — furious that we had shut 
down his courthouse over mere $100 fines — got so angry 
that one day he actually forgot to sentence my client 
after he had just convicted her! 


Do you have a legal question? Contact Stu Sugarman, c/o Walker, Warren and Watkins, 838 SW 1st Ave, Ste S00, 
Portland, OR 97204; quixote516@yahoo.com. Please write "Dear EF! Lawyer" in the subject line. 
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by Jeffrey "Free" Luers 

I'm really sad tonight. The last few days have been dif- 
ficult. I get like this sometimes. Just part of the challenge, 
you know? It's usually not this bad. Most times, I just miss 
what my life once was. 

It's not often that I allow my personal life to extend 
beyond these walls. Your world is not mine. And unless 
you've ever been locked up — years, not days — you could 
never understand my world. 

I often find it strange 
that I don't regret my 
actions. I don't feel sor- 
ry for myself or resent- 
ful. But damn, I sure as 
hell don't want to be 
here anymore. 

Sometimes I wonder 
if my actions were the 
foolish endeavors of 
an idealistic youth. I 
think about the differ- 
ent paths my life could 
have taken. Mostly, I 
dream about what my 
life could be like if I 
could just get out to- 
morrow instead of in 
15 years. Fuck, I think 
about that a lot! I want 
what tomorrow would 
give me. 

I hate feeling like my heart is about to break. I hate wak- 
ing up in the middle of the night, reaching out for her 
only to realize it's just another dream — a memory from 
long ago. 

When I called, she was at work digging in the dirt. I 
counted the concrete sections of wall between the gun 
towers as 1 listened to her sweet voice. There are 12. I 
count them every time I use the phone. 1 don't remember 
when I started doing this, but I've done it for a long time. 
I can't use the phone without counting them. 

As we spoke, I watched a fight without interrupting the 
conversation. Someone got jumped by two other guys. All 
of them got pepper-sprayed. But no gunshots this time. 

The phone call ended. How does a person stay in love 
with a guy in prison? I can't give her a tenth of what she 
deserves, and though it goes unsaid, we both know it. 

A few times a year, we sit across from each other in the 
visiting room. At the best of times, we get lost in each oth- 
er, and I could swear she is the only other person in the 


room. When she kisses me, it's like... well, it's the most 
wonderful thing I know. 

How do you have a relationship when you are separated 
by guns, walls, razor wire and 2,000 miles? You don't. 

We pretend real hard that somehow our love will be 
enough — that every letter, picture, phone call and visit is 
somehow enough to get us through this. She prays that 
by some miracle or act of judicial kindness this will all 
end sooner than later and I will come home. I pray that 
we have the strength to hold on until that day comes. 

The odds are against us. 
Tonight I'm sad because 
that is so very apparent 
to me. 

This place has taken 
more than my liberty. 
It has eaten away at my 
sanity. It has robbed me 
of my happiness. It has 
kept me from express- 
ing and sharing love the 
way love was meant to 
be shared. 

My life could have 
been different. It could 
have been better than 
this. And damn it, I de- 
serve better than this. 
But if my life was differ- 
ent, it would not have as 
much meaning. There is 
power in my pain. There 
is resolve in my loss. My spirit can't be defeated. I can't be 
broken because I'm right. Truth is on my side. 

A journalist recently wrote to me. He said that history 
will judge me kindly and those who oppress me harshly. 
I'm not so sure about that, but history will vindicate me. 
In many ways, it already has. 

I may suffer. My story may not have a happy ending. In 
the end, I might be the loser of this fight. But, I'll never be 
beaten. You can knock me down, but you can't knock the 
fight out of me. 

If these are the years that will define my existence, if 
this becomes the sum total of my life's work, if all I have 
left in the end is my defiance, at least I'll be able to say one 
thing: My spirit never stopped being free. 

Jeffrey "Free" Luers is serving 22 years and eight months for 
an arson at a car dealership and for the attempted arson of an 
oil truck. Write to him at Jeffrey Luers, #13797671, OSP, 2605 
State St, Salem, OR 97310, USA. For more information, visit 
www.freefreenow.org. 
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Prisoners in the Struggle 

Support Them! 

The following list is a small sample of the total number of political prisoners and 
prisoner support groups worldwide. Regulations for mail sent to prisoners vary 
according to individual prisons. Before sending monetary donations, stamps, books 
or packages, ask prisoners what the regulations are. Assume that the authorities 
read everything that you write to a prisoner. When prisoners are awaiting trial, 
it is best not to discuss their cases or related topics. Although many prisoners 
are listed together, they must be written to separately. The EF! Journal offers 
discounted subscriptions for prisoners. Please contact us for more information. 


Prisoner and Legal Updates 

•Jon Ablewhite, TB4885, John Smith, 
TB4887, and Kerry Whitburn, TB4886, 
HMP Lowdham Grange, Lowdham, 
Nottingham NG14 7DA, England. Sen- 
tenced in May to 12 years for conspira- 
cy to blackmail a supplier of guinea pigs 
for vivisection. They have been trans- 
ferred to the above address. 

•Federico Bonamici, Casa di Reclu- 
sione, Via Nuova Poggioreale 177, 
80143 Napoli Poggioreale (NA), Italy. 
On May 4, the Italian police arrested 
Bonamici and nine other members of 
the eco-anarchist group II Silvestre for 
allegedly planning to overthrow the 
state and using explosives to damage 
an electric tower in protest of nuclear 
power. Five of the ten have been placed 
under house arrest, while Bonamici and 
four others have been jailed. 

•Giuseppe Bonamici, Nuova Casa Cir- 
condariale "San Michele," Strada Casale 
50/ A, 15100 Alessandria, Italy. One of 
the new II Silvestre prisoners. 

•Adam Durand, POB 477, Lyons, NY 
14489, USA. Sentenced in May to six 
months for trespassing on a Wegman's 
egg farm to film the cruel treatment of 
battery hens. 

•Garfield Marcus Gabbard, TV4271, 
HMP Moorland (Closed), Bawtry Rd, 
Hatfield Woodhouse, Doncaster, South 
Yorkshire DN7 6BW, England. Sen- 
tenced in May to 21 months for threat- 
ening to kick a security guard, who had 
pulled Gabbard off a car during an anti- 
vivisection protest. 

•Benedetta Galante, Casa Circondar- 
iale, Via E Novelli nl, 82100 Benevento 
(BN), Italy. One of the new II Silvestre 
prisoners. 

•Chelsea Gerlach and Suzanne 
Savoie — who are both awaiting trial for 


their alleged involvement in a series of 
Earth Liberation Front (ELF) actions — 
are cooperating with the government's 
investigation of Nathan Block and Joy- 
anna Zacher. While the extent of their 
cooperation is unknown at this time, 
the Journal condemns any cooperation 
with the authorities and is withdrawing 
its support for Gerlach and Savoie. 

•Silvia Guerini, Casa Circondariale 
Bologna, Via Del Gomito 2, 40127 Bo- 
logna, Italy. One of the new II Silvestre 
prisoners. 

•Jeffrey Hogg, #1065518, Lane Coun- 
ty Jail, 101 W 5th Ave, Eugene, OR 
97401, USA. Jailed in May for refusing 
to testify before a grand jury investigat- 
ing a series of ELF actions in Oregon. 
Hogg can be held for up to 1.5 years or 
until the grand jury adjourns, which- 
ever comes first. 

•Josephine Mayo, PR6508, HMP Pe- 
terborough, Saville Rd, Westwood, Peter- 
borough PE3 7PD, England. Sentenced 
in May to four years for conspiracy to 
blackmail a supplier of guinea pigs for 
vivisection. Mayo pleaded guilty to a 
lesser role in the conspiracy, hence her 
shorter sentence. 

•Costantino Ragusa, Casa Circondar- 
iale Nuovo Complesso, Via Prati Nuovi 
7, 27058 Voghera (PV), Italy. One of the 
new II Silvestre prisoners. 

•Sergio Maria Stefani and Gabriele 
Onofri were arrested in May for alleg- 
edly stealing a car. They are currently 
under house arrest. Italian police have 
previously tried to frame Stefani — a 
well-known activist and former Animal 
Liberation Front (ALF) prisoner — for 
crimes he didn't commit. 

•Lauren Weiner, one of the Auburn 3, 
has signed a plea agreement requiring 
her to testify against Zachary Jenson and 


Eric McDavid. The Journal condemns 
any cooperation with authorities and is 
withdrawing its support for Weiner. 

•On May 24, two animal rights activists 
were arrested in connection with an ALF 
action against a fur store in Sweden. Due 
to the repression of animal rights activ- 
ists in Sweden, the two do not want their 
names released and wish to be identified 
as Kille21 (Boy21) and Kvinna25 (Wom- 
an25). However, letters (in English) can be 
sent to them via this address: c/o Malmo 
djurrattsaktivster (MDA), Box 1053, 221 
04 Lund, Sweden; kille21@gmail.com; 
kvinna25@gmail.com. 

Awaiting Trial or Sentencing 

•Tre Arrow, CS#05850722, Vancou- 
ver Island Regional Correction Center, 
4216 Wilkinson Rd, Victoria, BC V8Z 
5B2, Canada. Appealing extradition to 
the US to stand trial for alleged involve- 
ment in the arson of logging trucks and 
an ELF arson of vehicles owned by a 
sand and gravel company. For more in- 
formation, visit www.trearrow.org. 

•Nathan Block, #1663667, and Joy- 
anna Zacher, #1662550, Lane County 
Jail, 101 W 5th Ave, Eugene, OR 97401, 
USA. Block and Zacher are awaiting trial 
on a number of conspiracy and arson 
charges stemming from their alleged in- 
volvement in a series of ELF actions. 

•Jacob Conroy, Darius Fullmer, Lau- 
ren Gazzola, Joshua Harper, Kevin Jonas 
and Andrew Stepanian are under house 
arrest, awaiting sentencing for their in- 
volvement with Stop Huntingdon Ani- 
mal Cruelty. They face up to ten years 
in prison. For more information, visit 
www.shac7.com. 

•Rod Coronado is currently free 
on bail, awaiting sentencing for 
his role in an Earth First! mountain 
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lion hunt sabotage. He faces up to 
7.5 years in prison. In an unrelated 
incident, Coronado is also awaiting 
trial for allegedly telling people hOw to 
construct an incendiary device during a 
speech he made at a 2003 animal rights 
gathering. For more information, visit 
www.supportrod.org. 

•Matt Crozier is currently free on bail, 
awaiting sentencing for his role in an 
Earth First! mountain lion hunt sabotage. 
He faces up to 7.5 years in prison. For 
more information, visit www.azef.org. 

•Donald Currie, TN4593, HMP Wood- 
hill, Tattenhoe St, Milton Keynes, Bucks 
MK4 4DA, England. Awaiting trial for 
alleged possession of explosives, at- 
tempted criminal damage and arson 
with intent to endanger life in connec- 
tion with a number of actions against 
vivisection suppliers. 

•Manase Furima and Matius Nasira, 
Lembaga Pemasyarakatan Manokwari, J1 
Sabang No 4, Manokwari, Papua, Indo- 
nesia. Awaiting trial for taking part in a 
road blockade to prevent illegal logging. 

•Amanda Cerezo Garda, CP Alicante 
II, Ctra N-330, km 66, 03400, Villena, 
Spain. Awaiting trial for allegedly burn- 
ing a road-construction vehicle. She is 
also accused of sending a letter bomb to 
a neo-Nazi politician. 

•Francesco Gioia, Casa Circondariale, 
Via Maiano 10, 06049 Spoleto (PG), Ita- 
ly. A member of the Italian eco-anarchist 
group II Silvestre, Gioia is awaiting trial 
for allegedly participating in dired ac- 
tion, promoting sabotage and escaping 
house arrest. 

•Zacharyjenson, X-4198632 8E309A, 
and Eric McDavid, X-2972521 7E114A, 
Sacramento County Main Jail, 651 I St, 
Sacramento, CA 95814, USA. Await- 
ing trial for alleged conspiracy to de- 
stroy the US Forestry Service's Institute 
of Forest Genetics, a dam, cell-phone 
towers and power plants. For more in- 
formation, visit www.supportzach.org; 
www.supporteric.org. 

•Daniel McGowan and Jonathan 
Paul are free on bail, awaiting trial for a 
number of conspiracy and arson charg- 
es stemming from their alleged involve- 
ment in a series of ELF actions. For more 
information, visit www.supportdaniel. 
org; www.ecoprisoners.org. 

•Heather Nicholson, NR7271, HMP 
Bronzefield, Woodthorpe Rd, Ashford, 
Middlesex TW15 3JZ, England. Await- 
ing trial for using abusive words and be- 
havior toward a fox hunter. Nicholson is 
currently serving four months for violat- 
ing an "anti-sodal behavior order" that 
forbade her from campaigning against 
Huntingdon Life Sciences (HLS). 


•Darren Thurston, #701415, Mult- 
nomah County Inverness Jail, 11540 NE 
Inverness Dr, Portland, OR 97220, USA. 
Awaiting trial in Oregon and Califor- 
nia for a number of conspiracy and ar- 
son charges stemming from his alleged 
involvement in a series of ELF adions. 
Thurston is also charged with possession 


of a fraudulent green card. For more in- 
formation, visit www.freedarren.org. 

•Briana Waters is free on bail, await- 
ing trail for her alleged involvement in 
a 2001 ELF action against a Washington 
horticulture lab. For more information, 
visit www.supportbriana.org. 

•Peter Daniel Young, #10269-111, FCI 
Victorville Medium II, POB 5700, Adel- 
anto, CA 92301, USA. Awaiting trial for 
alleged involvement in a 1997 mink 
liberation in South Dakota. Young is 
currently serving two years for releas- 
ing mink and foxes from six different 
fur farms. For more information, visit 
www.supportpeter.com. 

Animal Liberation 

•Dave Blenkinsop, EM7899, HMP 
Rye Hill, Onley, Warwickshire CV23 
8AN, England. Serving 10 years for at- 
tacking the managing director of HLS, 
liberating 600 guinea pigs and planting 
incendiary devices under slaughter- 
house vehicles. 

•Joshua Demmitt, #12314-081, FCI 
Safford, POB 9000, Safford, A Z 85548, 
USA. Serving 2.5 years for the ALF arson 
of an animal-testing facility. For more in- 
formation, visit www.supportjosh.org. 

•Sarah Gisborne, LT5393, HMP 
Cookham Wood, Rochester, Kent 
ME1 3LU, England. Serving 5.5 years 


for conspiracy to cause criminal 
damage to vehicles owned by people 
linked to HLS. 

Ecodefense 

•Marco Camenisch, Postfach 3143, 
CH-8105 Regensdorf, Switzerland. 
Serving 27 years for using explosives to 


target nuclear facility powerlines and 
for the alleged murder of a Swiss border 
guard. Camenisch reads French, Ger- 
man, Spanish and Italian fluently. He 
can also read some English. 

•Ibai Ederra, Carcel de Pamplona, 
C/San Roque Apdo 250, 31080 Irufiez, 
Pamplona, Navarra, Spain. Serving 
nearly five years for sabotaging machin- 
ery at the Itoiz dam construction site. 

•Christopher McIntosh, #30512-013, 
USP Hazelton, POB 2000, Bruceton 
Mills, WV 26525, USA. Serving eight 
years for a joint ALF/ELF arson against 
a McDonald's. For more information, 
visit www.supportchris.org. 

•John Wade, #38548-083, FCI Peters- 
burg Low, Satellite Camp, POB 90027, 
Petersburg, VA 23804, USA. Serving 
three years for a series of ELF actions 
against McDonald's, Burger King, urban 
sprawl, the construction industry and a 
SUV dealership. 

•Helen Woodson, #03231-045, 
FMC Carswell, Admin Max Unit, POB 
27137, Ft Worth, TX 76127, USA. Cur- 
rently serving nearly nine years for 
violating her parole by dumping a 
cup of red paint over the security ap- 
paratus of a federal court and making 
warnings ("threats") of weapons of 
mass destruction. In 2004, Woodson 
continued on next page 
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continued from previous page 
completed 20 years for disarming a 
Minuteman II missile silo with a jack- 
hammer, mailing warning letters to 
officials with bullets inside, robbing a 
bank and burning the money. 

Indigenous Resistance 

•Byron Shane of Chubbuck® Clan, 
#07909-051, USP Beaumont, POB 
26030, Beaumont, Texas, North Amer- 
ica. Serving 80 years for aggravated 
assault on federal agents, escape and 
bank robbery. Chubbuck funneled 
money that he stole from banks to the 
Zapatista National Liberation Army in 
Chiapas, Mexico. 

•Leonard Peltier, #89637-132, USP 
Lewisburg, POB 1000, Lewisburg, PA 
17837, USA. Peltier, an American Indi- 
an Movement activist, is serving life in 
prison after being framed for the deaths 
of two FBI agents killed during the 1975 
Pine Ridge siege. For more information, 
visit www.freepeltier.org. 

Lecce 5 

The Lecce 5 are awaiting trial, accused of 
damaging gas pumps in opposition to the 
war on Iraq, targeting Benetton in support 
of the Mapuche and damaging an ATM at 
a bank with links to an immigrant-deten- 
tion facility. 

•Annalisa Capone, Marina Ferrari and 
Cristian Paladini are free on bail. 

•Sa verio Pellegrino, Via Prati Nuovi 7, 
CAP 27058, Voghera (Pavia), Italy. 

•Salvatore Signore, Casa Circondar- 
iale, Via Lamaccio 1, 67039 Sulmona 
(AQ), Italy. 


Mapuche 

The indigenous Mapuche people in Chile 
are fighting to defend their forests from 
multinational companies. On March 13, 
Huenulao, Troncoso and the Marileos be- 
gan a hunger strike, demanding a review 
of their cases. The Chilean government 
conceded to their demands on May 16, but 
soon reneged on its promise. The four pris- 
oners resumed their hunger strike, growing 
gravely ill. As a result, the Chilean Minis- 
try of Justice has ordered that the strikers 
be force fed, if necessary. For more informa- 
tion, visit www.mapuche-nation.org. 

•Aniceto Norin Catriman and Pascual 
Pichun Paillalao, Carcel de Traiguen — 
Coronel Gregorio Urrutia N° 129, Trai- 
guen, IX Region, Chile. Mapuche lonkos 
(chiefs) serving five years for intimida- 
tion and "terrorist arson." 

•Victor Ancalaf Llaupe, Complejo 
Penitenciario El Manzano Concep- 
cion — Direction, Camino a Penco N° 
450 Casilla 70, Chile. Mapuche leader 
serving five years for "terrorist arson." 

•Jaime Huenchullan Cayul, Juan Car- 
los Huenulao Tricauko, Florencio Jaime 
Marileo Saravia, Jose Patricio Marileo 
Saravia, Jose Nain Curamil and Patri- 
cia Troncoso Robles, Centro Detention 
Penitenciaria Pedro Aguirre — Cerda 
N° 80 y Los Confines s/n°, Angol, IX 
Region, Chile. Huenchullan is awaiting 
trial, accused of theft and intimidation. 
Huenulao is awaiting trial, accused of 
"terrorist arson." Troconso and the Mar- 
ileos are serving 10 years for "terrorist 
arson." Nain, a Mapuche leader, is serv- 
ing five years for arson. 


MOVE 

The "MOVE 9," members of an eco-revo- 
lutionary group, were framed for the mur- 
der of a cop and sentenced to 30 to 100 
years each. For more information, visit 
www.onamove.com. 

•Debbie Simms Africa, #006307, Janet 
Holloway Africa, #006308, and Janine 
Philips Africa, #006309, SCI Cambridge 
Springs, 451 Fullerton Ave, Cambridge 
Springs, PA 16403-1238, USA. 

•Michael Davis Africa, #AM4973, and 
Charles Simms Africa, #AM4975, SCI 
Graterford, POB 244, Graterford, PA 
19426-0244, USA. 

•Edward Goodman Africa, #AM4974, 
SCI Mahanoy, 301 Morea Rd, Frackville, 
PA 17931, USA. 

•William Philips Africa, #AM4984, and 
Delbert Orr Africa, #AM4985, SCI Dallas, 
Drawer K, Dallas, PA 18612, USA. - 

•Mumia Abu-Jamal, #AM8335, SCI 
Greene, 175 Progress Dr, Waynesburg, 
PA 15370, USA. Abu-Jamal, a politically 
active journalist, was framed for the 
murder of a cop in 1981. 

Political Prisoners 

•Jose Perez Gonzalez, #21519-069, 
Federal Prison Camp, POB 725, Edge- 
field, SC 29824-0725, USA. Serving five 
years for conspiracy to destroy federal 
property during a May 2003 celebration 
of the end of the US military occupa- 
tion of Vieques. 

•Robert "Rob los Ricos" Thaxton, 
#12112716, MCCF, 4005 Aumsville 
Hwy, Salem, OR 97301, USA. Sched- 
uled for release on June 29, after serv- 
ing a seven-year mandatory minimum 
sentence for throwing a rock at a cop 
at a 1999 Reclaim the Streets action in 
Eugene, Oregon. 

•Fran Thompson, #1090915 HU 1C, 
WERDCC, POB 300, Vandalia, MO 
63382-0300, USA. Before she was giv- 
en a life sentence in the early 1990s 
for shooting a stalker in self-defense, 
Thompson was active in animal rights 
and environmental campaigns. 

Prisoner Support Groups 

•Earth Liberation Prisoners Support 
Network, www.spiritoffreedom.org.uk. 

•North American Earth Libera- 
tion Prisoners Support Network, 
www.ecoprisoners.org. 

•Prison Moratorium Project, 388 At- 
lantic Ave, 3rd Floor, Brooklyn, NY 
11217, USA; www.nomoreprisons.org. 

•Jericho Movement, POB 
340084, Jamaica, NY 11434, USA; 
info@thejerichomovement.com; www. 
thejerichomovement.org. 
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Jungle Missing 


by Seed 

I first met Jungle in 1997, at an EF! 
action camp in Humboldt County, 
California — the gathering that birthed, 
among other things, the two-year 
treesit in the ancient redwood Luna. 
Jungle stayed in Humboldt, dedicating 
his existence to forest defense. Jungle is 
a dedicated lover of Gaia and devotee 
of the redwood forests. He has also 
vanished — almost without a trace. 

Jungle was last seen by a friend in 
Areata, California, in early March. 
Since then, no one (including his 
parents, with whom he is close) has 
seen or heard from him. He has not 
accessed his bank account or used his 
cell phone since February. 

Jungle camps in the forest and 
treetops. He tends to stay in a tree 
for only two or three days at a time. 
His connection with trees often calls 
him back when treesits are in danger. 
Jungle is a champion bike competitor 
and only uses his bike, public 
transportation and occasional rides 
from friends to get around. His bike 
and some new camping and climbing 
gear were found in his storage unit. His 
back-up harness was found hanging 


in the lower branches of a redwood 
tree. Prior to vanishing, he was pretty 
freaked out — sad and agitated over 
the state of the world, and wondering 
what he should do next. He suffers 
from intense anxiety and depressed 
discouragement at times. His friends, 
however, strongly believe that he has 
not committed suicide. 

Maybe Jungle has moved on to 
another place or campaign without 
telling us. Over the years, he has 
mused about going to various 
places — India, Romania, the American 
Midwest and Moab, Utah. However, 
Jungle is a serious creature of habit. 
It's unlike him to be out of touch with 
his parents and friends for so long. We 
hope he is sojourning somewhere, but 
we are concerned for his wellbeing. 
We worry that he's hurt or disoriented, 
and needs help. Please keep an eye 
out, and if you are so inclined, say a 
prayer for him. We love Jungle and 
miss him. We hope that wherever he 
is, he is helped and loved. We hope to 
Goddess that he's OK. 

If you see Jungle, please make sure 
he's OK and suggest that he call home. 
To reach us, call (707) 476-9112 or 
(707) 442-TREE. 



Description 

•Birth name: John Poschman 

•47 years old 

•5'10"; lean and muscular; good 
physical condition 

•Brown curly hair; huge dreadlock 
to waist in back, matted into one 
solid piece 

•Beard and mustache with reddish 
highlights 

•Attire: Outdoor wear or cycling 
clothes in dark colors, often a 
windbreaker and army surplus wool 
pants; around his waist, a length 
of climbing rope with carabineers 
clipped to it 


Long-term Editors Needed 


The Earth First! Journal 
currently has openings 
for new members of our 
editorial staff. Being 
a part of the Journal is 
full of rewards — work- 
ing on a consensus basis 
with a tight collective to 
publish a magazine es- 
sential to the radical environmental movement. Our new 
long-term editors ideally will have publishing experience, 
be personally compatible with existing staff, have excel- 
lent editing skills, be computer literate, have a sense of 
humor and be able to commit to at least a year and a half. 


As a collective, all of the work is shared, so motivated, 
hard-working individuals are required! 

We also welcome people with a variety of talents and 
activist experience to come and work for one issue of the 
Journal as a "short-term" editor. This adds to the diversity 
of voices and energy in the magazine. The waiting list can 
be long, but it also depends on how flexible your schedule 
is and when you will be available. 

To apply, send your resume with a letter of interest 
to the Earth First! Journal, POB 3023, Tucson, AZ 85702. 
Please forward a writing sample, activist history and the 
names of some EF! activists who can vouch for you. 

For more information, contact (520) 620-6900; minetta 
@earthfirstjournal.org. 
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announcements 


UK EF! Summer Gathering 

August 16-20 
Wales, UK 

This Summer, people involved in radical ecological di- 
rect action in the UK — and those who want to become in- 
volved — will get together for five days to talk, share skills, 
learn, play, live outside, strategize, hang out and laugh. 
Attendees will also put non-hierarchal, low-impact living 
into action. 

Dozens of workshops will focus on the state of the 
movement, how to connect with other local and global 
resistance movements, networking and planning cam- 
paigns, climbing, self-defense, wild food foraging and 
protest safety. Evening events will include films, speak- 
ers, comedy, an open mic night and ceilidh (a traditional 
Gaelic social dance). 

The site will include room for tents, a quiet camping 
area, compost toilets, running water, spaces for sponta- 
neous workshops and discussions, a healing space and a 
distro area. Attendees can either provide their own food 
or purchase vegan meal tickets from the Anarchist Teapot 
Kitchen. Childcare will be available. 

For more information, contact EF! Summer Gather- 
ing 2006, 38 Wells Rd, Colchester COl 2YW, England; 
efgathering@aktivix.org; www.earthfirstgathering.org.uk. 

Camp for Climate Action 

August 26-September 4 
Northern England 

This camp will provide a place for people concerned 
about issues of sustainability and climate change to get 
together, share ideas, strategize and plan action against 
the destructive fossil-fuel economy. 

The camp will include a mix of workshops, discus- 
sions and trainings, including: the science and ecology 
of climate change, peak oil, the political and economic 
structure of the fossil-fuel industry, permaculture, bicycle 
projects, small-scale sustainable energy alternatives, com- 
munity transformation, current grassroots resistance to 
oil extraction, climate justice, effective solidarity, creative 
education and outreach, movement building and direct 
action skills. 

Organizers are expecting hundreds of attendees, and 
they need as much help with planning and preparation 
as possible. The camp will be organized into a number of 
smaller, autonomous, self-sufficient neighborhoods. Folks 
interested in hosting one of these neighborhoods are en- 
couraged to attend local planning meetings. 

Location to be announced. 

For more information, contact Camp for Climate 
Action, c/o Oxford Action Resource Center, Box 10, 
EOCC, 44B Princes St, Oxford 0X4 1HU, England; 
info@climatecamp.org.uk; www.climatecamp.org.uk. 


Fourth Annual Green and Black 
Anarchist Gathering 

August 4-13 

Northern Arizona or New Mexico 

The Black and Green Network is facilitating a week- 
long gathering focused on rewilding — physically, 
mentally and spiritually. This year, the gathering 
is heading to the Southwest. The goal is to help 
bring people into a wild environment and to break 
down the barriers between ourselves and our 
world. The gathering will provide an introduc- 
tion to the various strands of anti-civilization 
thought, with an emphasis on primitive skills, 
collective experience and developing strategies 
for resistance. 

Bring your knowledge and experience to share 
with others. The organizers are hoping to hear 
from potential workshop instructors, 
discussion facilitators and anyone s 

with ideas for good group activities. 

Folks are also encouraged to help out 

with fundraising or organizing physical resources for the 

gathering, and to be relatively self-reliant. 

The exact location of the gathering will be announced 
on the website and on a toll-free voicemail one week 
before the gathering. 

For more information, contact Feral Visions, c/o 
Green Anarchy, POB 11331, Eugene, OR 97440; (866) 
460-2945 (toll free); feralvisions@greenanarchy.org; 
www.greenanarchy.org. 



Twin Oaks Communities 
Conference 
August 18-20 
Louisa, Virginia 

This conference is a networking and learning opportu- 
nity for anyone interested or involved in cooperative or 
communal lifestyles. Attendees are expected from many 
communities: large, small, spiritual, secular, tightly com- 
munal, loosely cooperative and so on. Organizers welcome 
people looking for a community, as well as those just inter- 
ested in the idea of cooperative living. The conference will 
be lightly structured, with workshops and sharing circles, 
but also lots of time to network and play together. 

The gathering site is somewhat rustic, with showers, 
picnic tables and a kitchen. Tent sites are available in the 
woods nearby. While Twin Oaks will provide some food, 
attendees should bring food to share. Childcare will be 
cooperative. No pets, please. 

For more information, contact Twin Oaks Community 
Conference, 138 Twin Oaks Rd, Louisa, Virginia 23093; (540) 
894-5126; conference@twinoaks.org; www.twinoaks.org. 
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tirelessly 


"Endgame embodies Jensen’s finest 
work to date ... it simply MUST be read 

— Ward Churchill 


“[In Endgame] Derrick Jensen, as always, is eloquent in 
his use of language, profound in his examination of the 
way we live, and impossible to ignore if we care about 
human society and the natural world.” 

— Howard Zinn 


"[Endgame] forcefully, lovingly, despairingly, and 
tirelessly describes how human civilization — with its 
global capitalism, plutocracy, and oil-based economy- 

is destroying planet earth Jensen’s assertive, 

aphoristic style demands reader response.” 

— Utne Magazine* 


ORIGINAL TRADE PAPERBACK 
$18.95 
528 PAGES 


‘Having long laid waste our own sanity, and having long 
forgotten what it feels like to be free, most of us have 
no idea what it's like to live in the real world . . . 

It’s hard to convince yourself to fight for something 
you may not believe has ever existed.” 

— from Endgame 


Available at fine bookstores everywhere or from Seven Stories Press: 800-596-7437. 
College professors, visit our website for our policy on free examination copies: 
www.sevenstories.com/textbook. 


ORIGINAL TRADE PAPERBACK 
$18.95 
496 PAGES 


SEVEN STORIES PRESS 

140 Watts Street 
New York, NY 10013 
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Primal Tear 

a novel by Kelpie Wilson 


Primal Tears is an ecological 
thriller about an endangered 
species breeding program 
gone wrong. Sage, a hybrid 
creature half human, half 
bonobo chimpanzee, has 
trouble fitting into society, 
but her existence may hold 
the key to solving one 
of the greatest problems 
facing the human race. 


“Primal Tears is a novel of tremendous power. Passionate and 
erotic, at times tenderly lyrical, it confronts head-on, without 
flinching, brutal environmental and feminist politics." 

— Kate Wilhelm, author of The Unbidden Truth 


Get your autographed copy for just $1 4. Send a check or money order 
to the Earth First! Journal, PO Box 3023, Tucson, AZ 85702. 
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SUPPORT 

DANIEL 

MCGOWAN 


Environmental and 
social justice activist 
Daniel McGowan is 
lacing life in prison as 
part of the government 
crackdown on 
environmental 
activists. He needs 
your support. Find out 
howto help by visiting 
our site, 

www.supportdaniel.org 


www.supportdaniel.org 


We are now accepting 
submissions tor 
publication and 
distribution!!! 


Fighting For Freedom, 
the thought-provoking 
new book by Edgey 
Wildchlld, is currently 
available on our site!! 


Planting Seeds Press Collective 

www.PlantingSeedsPress.com 


Subscribe to the Earth First! Journal ...the radical environmental journal 


Name 

Address 

City, State, Zip+4 


O $500 Lifetime Subscription 
O $25 Regular Rate ($22 low income) 
O $40 First Class 
O $40 Anonymous Envelope 


O $40 Surface Mail, International 
O $40 Air Mail, Canada or Mexico 
O $50 Air Mail, International 
(US $, no foreign checks) 

$ DONATION 


d Country O $75 Corporate or Law Enforcement Rate j DONATION 

mail O Send me a free Keep It Wild EF! music compilation with my subscription 

Mail to: Earth First! Journal-subscriptions Credit Card Orders circle one: Visa / MC 

POB 3023, Tucson, AZ 85702 # Ex P- date 


Credit Card Orders 


circle one: Visa / MC 
Exp. date 
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50+FREE 

WORKSHOPS 

RENEWABLE ENERGY 
NATURAL BUILDING 
PERMACULTURE 
SUSTAINABLE LIVING 

$00 

ORGANIC FOOD 
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WWW.AKPRESS.ORG 

674-# 23rd ST OAKLAND CA 94612 510.208.1700 


MENTION THIS EARTH FIRST' AD MID GET Ifft OFF YOUR ENTIRE ORDER. 


IGNITING A REVOLUTION 

Voices in Defense of the Earth 

by Steven Best & Anthony J. Nocella II 


“Can extralegal means justify an 
end? The future of terrestrial life 
itself may depend on whether 
or not serious debate on that 
very point is put back on the 
public agenda. Igniting a Revolution 
threatens to do just that ” 

— Chris Hannah. Propagandhi 


/ ridiculously affordable 
subscriptions available at 
www.clamormagazine.org 


photo by Ian Teh • ianteh.com 


... an unabashed celebration of 
self-determination, creativity, and shit-stirring. 


“This volume will interest any 
reader who wishes to hear 
direc tly from some of the 
leading intellectuals, activists 
and prisoners involved in these 
movements. 

Bron Taylor, from the preface 


MORE THAN 50 
DIFFERENT STYLES 


Igniting a Revolution presents the many voices of revolutionary 
environmentalism. In 40 essays by both academics and activ- 
ists (some currently behind bars), this book raises the stakes of 
the most crucial debate of the 21" century. A volatile blend ot 
engaged intellectual research and unabashed militance. it sheds 
new Tight on the most recent, and most radical, forms of envi- 
ronmental insurgency. Includes work by Marilyn Buck, Robert 
Jensen, John Zerzan, Ashanti Alston, Jeffrey “Free" I.uers, 
Derrick Jensen, Ann Hansen, and many more. 


w/UMT&e 

WomPl 


www.peacesupplies.org 


PRESS 


PRESS 
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EARTH FIRST! DIRECTORY 


ARIZONA 

Catalyst Infoshop 

109 N McCormick St, Prescott, AZ 86301 

(928) 443-8525; info@catalystinfoshop.org 

Chuk'shon EF! 

sabthebastards@hotmail.com 

Flagstaff Activist Network 

POB 911, Flagstaff, AZ 86002 

(928) 213-9507; info@flagstaffactivist.org 

Phoenix EF! 

phoenixef@excite.com 

Tucson EF! 

az_earth_first@hotmail.com 

CALIFORNIA 

ACT UP! San Francisco 

1884 Market St, San Francisco, CA 94102 

(415) 864-6686; actupsf@hotmail.com 

Direct Action Fund 

POB 210, Canyon, CA 94516 

Free Mind Media 

546 Pacific Ave, Santa Rosa, CA 95404 

info@freemindmedia.org 

Long Haul Infoshop 

3124 Shattuck Ave, Berkeley, CA 94705 

(510) 540-0751; slingshot@tao.ca 

North Coast EF! 


POB 28, Areata, CA 95518 
(707) 825-6598 

Santa Cruz EF! 

POB 344, Santa Cruz, CA 95061 

cruzef@cruzio.com 

Sierra Nevada EF! 

935 F St, Fresno, CA 93706 

collective@sierranevadaearthfirst.org 

smartMeme Strategy & Training Project 

2940 16th St #216, San Francisco, CA 94103 

info@smartmeme.com 

COLORADO 

Wilderness Study Group 

University of Colorado, Campus Box 207, 

Boulder, CO 80309 

wsg@colorado.edu 

CONNECTICUT 

Environmental Library Fund 

25 Newtown Tpke, Weston, CT 06883 

(203) 227-2065; remyc@prodigy.net 

FLORIDA 

Jeaga EF! 

POB 961, Lake Worth, FL 33460 

(561) 547-6686; jeagaearthfirst@riseup.net 

INDIANA 

Boxcar Books & Community Center 


310A S Washington St, Bloomington, 

IN 47401 

(812) 339-8710; boxcar@boxcarbooks.org 
KANSAS 

Solidarity! Radical Library 

1109 Massachusetts St, Lawrence, KS 66044 
(785) 865-1374 
MAINE 
Maine EF! 

POB 917, Belfast, ME 04915 

maineef@yahoo.com 

People's Free Space 

POB 4875, Portland, ME 04112 

info@peoplesfreespace.org 

MASSACHUSETTS 

Mass Direct Action 

POB 484, Somerset, MA 02726 

massdirectaction@riseup.net 

MINNESOTA 

Church of Deep Ecology 

POB 16075, St Paul, MN 55116 

(800) 862-7031; 

contact@churchofdeepecology.org 

Forest Ecosystems Action Group 

2441 Lyndale Ave S, Minneapolis, MN 55405 

paarise@mtn.org 

MISSOURI 

Community Arts & Media Project 
POB 63232, St Louis, MO 63163 
mberry@riseup.net 
MONTANA 

Buffalo Field Campaign 

POB 957, West Yellowstone, MT 59758 
(406) 646-0070; buffalo@wildrockies.org 

Wild Rockies EF! 

(406) 961-0171; odinswyrd@yahoo.com 
NEBRASKA 

Environmental Resource Center 

(308) 432-3458; buffalobruce@panhandle.net 

NEW YORK 

Central New York EF! 

POB 35463, Syracuse, NY 13235 

(585) 802-8330; cnyearthfirst@riseup.net 

NORTH CAROLINA 

Katuah EF!/Roadkill Faction 

POB 1485, Asheville, NC 28802 

Uwharrie EF! 

bison 1 2@wildmail .com 

OHIO 

Hock-Hocking EF! 

(740) 592-2581; info@eastemforestdefense.org 
The Wire: A Community Resource Center 
21 Kem St, Athens, OH 45701 
(740) 589-5111; thewire@riseup.net 
QREGQM 

Blue Mountains Biodiversity Project 

27803 Williams Ln, Fossil, OR 97830 
Cascadia EF! 

POB 10384, Eugene, OR 97440 
ef@cascadiarising.org 
Cascadia Rising! Ecodefense 
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POB 12583, Portland, OR 97212 

(503) 493-7495; action@cascadiarising.org 

Green Anarchy 

POB 11331, Eugene, OR 97440 

collective@greenanarchy.org 

PENNSYLVANIA 

EF! Philly 

earthfirstphilly@riseup.net 

Species Traitor/Black and Green 

POB 835, Greensburg, PA 15601 

primalwar@hotmail.com 

RHODE ISLAND 

Ocean State EF! 

oceanstate_ef@riseup.net 

TENNESSEE 

Three Rivers EF! 

POB 16309, Knoxville, TN 37996 

(865) 633-8483; annebonnylives@yahoo.com 

UTAH 

Wild Wasatch EF! 

8790 W 25800 N, Portage, UT 84331 

(435) 866-2137 

VERMONT 

Save the Corporations from Themselves 
169 Main St, Brattleboro, VT 05301 
(802) 254-4847; larrysvt@hotmail.com 
WASHINGTON 
The Evergreen State College 
Environmental Resource Center 
2700 Evergreen Pkwy NW,' Cab 320, 

Olympia, WA 98505 

(360) 867-6784; erc@riseup.net 

The Last Wizards 

j ames@lastwizards .com 

WISCONSIN 

Madison EF!/Infoshop 

1019 Williamson St #B, Madison, WI 53703 

(608) 262-9036 

WYOMING 

Teewinot EF! 

POB 1329, Jackson, WY 83001 

(307) 690-6961; teewinotef@wildrockies.org 



Some of the benefits of being listed in the EF! directory include: exposure for local and regional campaigns; free 
advertising space in the Journal; merchandise discounts; and bulk copies of the Journal for the price of postage. For more 
information, contact the EF! Journal, POB 3023, Tucson, A Z 85702; (520) 620-6900; collective@earthfirstjournal.org. 


INTERNATIONAL CONTACTS 


AUSTRALIA 
EF! Australia 

POB 161, Norseman, WA, 6443, Australia 

efoz@earthfirst.org.au 

EF! OZ-Jervis Bay 

POB 295, Nowra, NSW, 2541, Australia 

EF! Belgium Support Group 

belgium2005@groenfront.be 

CANADA 

Elaho EF! 

earth_first@resist.ca 
CZECH REPUBLIC 
Car Busters 

Kratka 26, 100 00 Prague 10, Czech Republic 
420-274-810-849; info@carbusters.org 
EIRE 

An Talamh Glas (Green Earth) 

atgblue@yahoo.com 

ENGLAND 

EF! Action Update 

12 London Rd, Brighton BN1 4JA, UK 


mail@actionupdate.org.uk 
Leeds EF! c/o CRC 

16 Sholebroke Ave, Leeds LS7 3HB, UK 
0113-262-9365; leedsef@ukf.net 

London EF! 

84B Whitechapel High St, London El 0, UK 

eflondon@ziplip.com 

London Rising Tide 

62 Fieldgate St, London El 1 ES, UK 

0770-879-4665; london@risingtide.org.uk 

Manchester EF! 

22a Beswick St, Manchester M4 7HS, UK 
mancef@nematode .freeser ve xo . uk 

Road Block 

POB 164, Totnes, TQ9 5WX, UK 

020-7729-6973; office@roadblock.org.uk 

GERMANY 

EF! Germany 

green.rage@web.de 

ISRAEL 

Green Action Israel 

POB 4611, Tel Aviv 61046, Israel 


NETHERLANDS 
ASEED Europe 

Plantage Doklaan 12 A, 1018 CM, 
Amsterdam, Netherlands 
31-20-668-2236; aseedeur@antenna.nl 
Vrienden van GroenFront! 

POB 85069, 3508 AB Utrecht, Netherlands 

netherlands2005@groenfront.nl 

NIGERIA 

Environmental Rescue International 

20 Dawson Rd, by Forestry Junction, Benin 
City, Nigeria 

environmentalrescue@yahoo.co.uk 

RUSSIA 

Ecodefense! 

POB 1477, Kaliningrad, 236000, Russia 

0112-44-84-43 

SOUTH KOREA 

Green Korea United 

110-740 #605 Korean Ecumenical Bldg 136-56 
Younji-Dong, Jongro-Gu, Seoul, South Korea 
82-2-747-8500; greenkorea@greenkorea.org 
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58 Arrested at 

Watts Bar Nuke Plant 


by Della-Mae Hellbender 

The military (though non-violent) style of this whole 
action made it seem as though it were planned out by 
Zapatista Subcomandante Marcos. Affinity cell blocks 
were off into the woods in the very early a.m. hours, 
well-equipped with super glue, spray paint and yarn. 
Cellular phone and walkie-talkie communications had 
been established. Supporters from the Rendezvous site 
were on their way. Lockdown folks and their support- 
ers — with five 55-gallon, 400-pound cement-filled steel 
drums and a tripod that takes 25 people to lift — were 
nervously waiting for the word. 

Shortly before 5 a.m., the word came: "Lemonade East 
Close the Door," "Choo-Choo West Close the Door," 
"Lemonheads South Close the Door." The two road en- 
trances inside Watts Bar Nuclear Facility were shut down 
by dead tree limbs, boulders and human bodies. 

By a freak "coincidence," two cars were involved 
in an accident about half a mile west of the entrance 
to Watts Bar Nuclear Facility, moments after the lock- 
down crew drove by. Simultaneously, two more cars 
were having mechanical difficulties about half a mile 
east of the entrance to the plant. Between the ac- 
cident and the mechanical difficulties, it was im- 
possible for anyone to drive into the facility for 
about 15 minutes. /// 

The road blockade crew moved in. As they 
moved in to set up, three unidentified cars 
pulled up. "Who the hell are they?" some- /( 
one yelled. "Media," someone else re- 
plied. A television station, a newspaper 
and a private film documentary crew 
had been notified about the action 
by our people. They didn't know 
what the action was gonna be 
until the moment they showed 
up. I would not recommend 
this tactic when carrying out 
a high-security action un- 
less you have a very strong 
sense of trust with the me- 
dia you are setting up with. 



On the other hand, they did get awesome footage that 
they showed on the news. - .. 

Barrels came smashing out of trucks, and the tripod was 
set on the ground. In 15 minutes, the tripod was up, the 
barrels set in place and people locked in, I was the last per- 
son to get locked in, because my bike lock kept sticking. 
As I glanced over my shoulder one last time up the road 
toward the facility, I saw about 20 people with their arms 
locked together standing in the middle of the road, lit 
up by Tennessee Valley Authority (TVA) security vehicle. 
They were holding up the security a few more minutes to 
ensure we were locked in. As I locked in there was a howl, 
and they all scattered into the surrounding woods. It was 
fucking beautiful. 

Almost immediately after the barrel/tripod crew were set 
up, TVA security vehicles, cops and our supporters started 
pouring in. Rendezvous supporters had made it around all 
the broken-down vehicles and other police security 
before the soon-to-be-seven-mile traffic jam ensued. 
We later learned that the Rendezvous support cara- 
van had also eluded an attempted police interception 
after local cops were tipped off by a restaurant employ- 
ee at the caravan meeting site. 

Chanting, drumming, howling, sign altering, 
lemon throwing, singing and other merriment com- 
menced. Soon after the initial lockdown, we began 
to hear that people were being arrested. Some of 
the folks who were in a broken down vehicle and 
someone walking on the highway were arrested; 
the air was getting thick with tension. The cops 
needed donuts. Where the hell was that affinity 
group that was supposed to hit the Krispy Kreme 
dumpster? We sang, more cops showed up. We 
chanted, more cops showed up. We juggled 
lemons, more cops showed up. Police from two 
counties, one city, state and TVA security 
were finally all on hand.... 

For the rest of the Watts Bar story, check 
out the Lughnasadh 1994 issue of the 
Earth First! Journal. Back issues of the 
EF! Journal are available for five dollars 
each. Order our near-complete, 26-year set 
for $5 00. 
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The Earth First! Journal invites you to 
enter our T-Shirt Design Contest! 

Design entries should spark interest, provoke thought, 
inspire action, capture the spirit of Earth First! and, most 
importantly, look totally badass! 

The winner will receive a free, one-year subscription to the 
Journal and a handful of shirts featuring your design. You'll also 
experience the pride of seeing your artwork on the inside back 
cover of the Journal and worn by EF!ers all over the world. 
Deadline is November 1, 2006. 

Quit yer hawin' and get drawin'! 



Guidelines 

• No more than three entries per person 

• Design will be placed on front of shirt 

• No more than two colors per design 

• If you would like mailed entry returned, please 
include a self-addressed, stamped envelope 

• Digital entries should be high resolution (300 
dpi) and allow us to access each color separately 
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uestions, 
Reflections, 
: Cider 
® Wine 


Mabon falls on the autumnal equinox. Not unlike 
the other pagan holidays at this time of year, it is 
an occasion to feast on the bountiful autumn harvest. 
But Mabon is also an opportunity to reflect on the past 
year, the busy Summer, and what came out of our work 
and play. As the year winds down, we'll plant ourselves like 
seeds, hole up for Winter and get active again in a few months. 

But while we're slurping cider and devouring squash, we may pon- 
der the past year.... 

For me, this included leaving a life that was comfortable — yet not wholly 
fulfilling— to go on an epic journey. I hoped to answer some of the questions 
that I had been asking myself for years: What do I love to do? What do I 
want from life? What the hell are we going to do about this fucked-up world 
and the destruction of our very own mother, the planet Earth? A month-long 
hitchhiking trip — culminating in the Katuah EF! Rendezvous — evolved into 
quitting my old job at the food co-op, traveling 2,500 miles to Tucson and 
short-terming at the Journal. Some of my more obvious questions have been 
answered: I realized that 1 love creating a meaningful publication that pro- 
vides a forum for our communities. I also discovered that there are many ways 
to throw the proverbial monkey wrench into the gears of the machine. We 
just need to keep (un)plugging away; we've shaken the system's foundations 
before, and we'll shake them harder next time. 

But there are so many other things that I am proud to have accomplished, 
things that can only make it easier for me to go further next year: being happy 
as an independent, single womin; getting over a jumpy nervousness when 
chillin' with my insect friends; and learning to listen to the heartbeat of the 
Earth — my own heart, our heart. We all struggle to find the right path for heal- 
ing the world. Do we dive into a revolutionary movement? An anti-corporate 
campaign? Do we disable the paving machine? Do we live as hedonists, un- 
school ourselves, write poetry, lock down, plant gardens, liberate food, spread 
the word? The answer is any of these, all of these and more. The only rule is 
to remember that we, as living beings, draw our passion, inspiration and life 
force from the living world around us: every plant and creature we are near; 
the subtle life of the rocks, soil, sky and water; and, of course, each other. We 
cannot give up, because if we do — regardless of the survival of these human- 
shaped vessels — our spirit, the spirit of the Earth, will perish instantly. 

So, when I sip the mulled harvest wine this Autumn, I will drink to life. 

— Sophie 
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We’ve all seen it, wherever we / j // (k /i 7 I development sites, and two sub- 

ive: urban sprawl. It overtakes i ft / ! urban houses under construction 

wetlands, forests, fields and any S j\l j If \ were burned down. As always, 

3ther remaining natural places mil f Mf J & 1 no living beings were hurt dur- 

DUtside cities, and it turns them \ \jtf- / jgr /J % | </ q / ing the actions, 

nto paved Wal-Mart parking jgmMm ^ yjl y . Ir ■%,_ \JjS The communiques and mes- 

ots or chartreuse suburban M \ip, sages left by the saboteurs ex- 
awns. The citizens try lobbying, I mk ytm. I ; 1 y S ttlTuff plained why these sites had 

3ut it seems that there’s no one \!\vflL^E / ft} jjjtfU been targeted. One stated, " The 

who can stand in the way of the . 1 /A mum/ day-to-day lives most of us live 

aulldozer. Or is there? j » BWm Jfljjjfft are killing our sweet Mother 

Some of us might read Green J . WT ‘ Earth, which we all need to sur- 

Scare updates and wonder if iff .y ft vive. We must stand up together 

anyone will continue to use E;1 \sK //JA-% and halt the process of develop- 

sabotage — considered one of the K Vf ^ // M f ment before it gets too far out of 

greatest crimes against capital- m W I / hand.... Let us rise up and fight 

ists. Others are not wondering, \i W ' «/ the machines that destroy the 

especially not a group of elves t I §\Jf jjF W y-\ 1 planet. We do not need to fight 
acting in Ontario, Canada. They Ml \ each other. Working as one, we 

are using sabotage to hit the Jpp\ - NWf | J 'JaBFJjEmX y f \,l \ can live lives of love and har- 

parasitic but oh-so-lucrative ur- rfjHILj/ * R | / Mf J mony for all humans, animals, 

ban sprawl developments where j / J0L f yXGBFjljjlrMi > \ 1 I / // / ' plants and the planet." 

it hurts. If we could see the de- If jifv Sk \ fiTf ¥ Vl'// Another ELF communique, 

velopers as the monsters they I imVwjkMW * Is/ f I k! from an action taken just after 

really are, they’d be bleeding s / i \ A * yj| ' 1 / 1 1 the Group of Eight (G8) summit, 

green-dollar monster guts all |¥ v lk V jsl wflL I v I \ read, "Resistance is self-defense, 

over their bulldozed construe- The G8 agenda promotes petro- 

In June and July alone, the /n^ ^ T im t rit y’ that pollutes our land and 

Earth Liberation Front (ELF) has yj|| jfm jf ; If | IP ’ Mil -? atmosphere, exploits communi- 

claimed or been credited with /Vjt ' \ \ l\ J. /. /f \f& ' ”* ties everywhere and scorches the 

responsibility for six separate ac- ^ /y \ f i ' fife J / ^ *A V \ Earth’s climate. Its recipe for ca- 
tions in Ontario. The Anarchist ’ * ‘ tastrophe must be met with our 

Fire Brigade (AFB) has claimed global resistance! On July 18, six 

one. All of the actions took place outside the cities of quarts of gas were put to use. Stop development now!" 
Guelph, Toronto, London and Brantford. The actions The communique from the AFB quoted the articulate 
targeted urban sprawl development sites, from upscale lyrics of David Rovics’ "Song for the ELF": 
condominiums and houses to a future Home Depot and "You can go to Senate hearings/Wait til they call your 
Toyota dealership. Higher-ups associated with the targets name/My hat is off to anyone/With the will to play that 
reported that the damage done to each of the sites had game/But if you want to know the truth/What warms my 
cost them tens or even hundreds of thousands of dol- aching heart/Is to see the masked avengers/Come to tear the 
lars — except one. What were the expressions on the To- road apart/There are so many things of beauty/In this world 
ronto condominium developers' faces when they heard to see/A wild, running river/Or an old-growth redwood tree/ 
that two million dollars in damage had been dealt to their But in such an ugly situation/So sinister and dire/There's 
construction company's machines by elusive saboteurs? nothing quite so lovely/ As a development on fire." 

So, how did the elves do it? Stealth, security, organiza- Sopaipilla likes learning the names of the pretty weeds that 
tion... and lots of gravel, dirt and cement powder. The latter take over abandoned sprawl sites. When in nature, she enjoys 
three materials were poured into the construction vehicles' splashing in creeks and watching thunderstorms. When sur- 
fuel and oil tanks, while many of the machines' wires were rounded by concrete, she experiments with spray paint. 
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Dear SFB, 

I am extremely dismayed 
by the printing of the arti- 
cles naming John Trudell as 
a snitch in your Brigid and 
Lughnasadh issues (see EF!] 
January -February and July- 
August 2006). 

Assuming you are familiar 
with the concept of move- 
ment solidarity, what the fuck 
were you thinking? Do you 
not want solidarity with the 
American Indian Movement 
(AIM)? You suggest that soli- 
darity with the Native Youth 
Movement (NYM) is just as 
important. I would strongly 
disagree, simply by the ages 
of the movements, not to 
mention the power and vis- 
ibility of them. Did NYM ever 
take over Alcatraz and force 
the federal government into 
negotiations? Did NYM ever 
have its members shot and 
killed? No. Not that NYM 
does not deserve respect, 
but AIM has been around 
and been respected by many 
activists — including many 
EFlers — for longer than EF! 
and NYM have even existed. 

Regardless, I do not think 
either of the articles should 
have been printed. The sub- 
ject matter is too controver- 
sial to be explored in the 


EF!J. Maybe in some 
Native publications, 
but it is not something 
for the EF!J. 

Obviously, you dis- 
agree. I attribute this to 
your lack of experience. 
But in my opinion, the 
long-term EF!J collective 
owes John Trudell, AIM 
and Michael Donnelly 
an apology. Not that 
I think that a simple 
apology will repair the 
damage you have done 
to two movements that 
have been in solidarity for 
over 25 years, but it is a start 
at reparations. 

Sincerely, 

— Jim Flynn, e x-EF!J editor 
Dear SFB, 

As always, thanks for the 
latest issue of the EF!]. I keep 
praying that some day I'll 
read within its pages that 
we've won. And of course, I'll 
keep struggling until then. 

In response to JJ Hicks' 
letter (see EF!] July-August 
2006), I appreciate the com- 
pliment and criticism. I pride 
myself on being too radical 
for the liberals and too con- 
servative for the radicals. 
But, the fact that I am com- 
passionate should never be 
misinterpreted as apologetic 
or weak. 

Some of these people that 
have turned traitor are for- 
mer friends. I feel their be- 
trayal very strongly, and 
there is no confusion in my 
heart about what I'd like to 
see happen to them. 

As for my statement about 
things sometimes not being 
a person's fault, most activ- 
ists are privileged enough 
to never have known brutal 
interrogation techniques. 
Maybe that hasn't happened 


yet. But it will. We've no idea 
what kind of pressure these 
people were put under, only 
that they broke. We know 
Bill Rodgers took his own 
life as a result of his arrest. 
So there was pressure, real or 
imagined. 

Your misinformation 
about my co-defendant Crit- 
ter demonstrates to me that 
you don't research your facts. 
And that is just as harmful as 
snitching, when you falsely 
accuse someone. I was there 
when Critter’s deal was nego- 
tiated. He conferenced with 
me before taking it. He never 
debriefed, he never told, and 
he stood up like a warrior. 
He and I might not get along 
so well anymore, but I have 
nothing but respect and love 
for that guy. And I'll have 
words with anyone who calls 
him a snitch because he got 
less time than me. 

Next time JJ, check with 
someone's co-defendants and 
check the paperwork before 
you smear someone's name. 
And Journal staff, I know 
you don't censor people, but 
you know my case history, 
and you should know better 
than to print false info on a 
fellow activist. 

— Jeffrey "Free" Luers 

Dear Shit fer Brains, 

Some people have raised 
concerns with me about a 
few sentences in an article I 
wrote about the US govern- 
ment's attack on Arizona 
EF! and the Earth and ani- 
mal liberation movements 
(see EF!f March-April 2006). 
The most controversial line 
was, "More than war, racism 
or even imperialism, the 
global economy depends on 
the exploitation of nonhu- 
man life." 


I was dismayed to learn 
that some people interpreted 
this to mean that struggles 
against racism, war or im- 
perialism are less important 
than struggles for animals 
or ecosystems. That was not 
my intention, and I have al- 
ways been an advocate of a 
more holistic approach in 
which anti-racism and Earth 
defense are inextricably 
connected (see EF!] Novem- 
ber-December 2005). In the 
Arizona EF! article, I glossed 
over this admittedly com- 
plex point because I assumed 
that I was writing solely for 
an EF! audience. I would like 
to clarify it here. 

First of all, I meant that 
no form of oppression can 
occur in the absence of the 
oppression of the Earth. Race 
and class hierarchies cannot 
be constructed in a society 
where everyone has easy ac- 
cess to land and the ability to 
provide their own food. Only 
when humans are discon- 
nected from the Earth (and 
"resource scarcity" is created) 
can both be exploited. Geno- 
cide and ecocide are neces- 
sary precursors to all other 
forms of oppression. 

More to the point, racism 
and imperialism are isolated 
concepts in the public mind 
and could hypothetically be 
eliminated without seriously 
challenging the modern way 
of life. This is, of course, a 
fallacy, but at this point in 
the article I was referring 
to the danger posed by the 
Earth/animal liberation mes- 
sage. For much of the main- 
stream, racism means only 
overt discrimination, and it 
is easy to imagine life with- 
out it. There is no way, how- 
ever, to imagine the modern 
economy without animal 
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slaves. This is why, I posited, 
the state considers the Earth 
and animal liberation move- 
ments to be particularly dan- 
gerous. By saying that it is 
wrong to exploit any form 
of life, we force listeners to 
reconsider the nature of the 
entire society. 

I realize, to my embar- 
rassment, that I did get 
carried away with absolut- 
ist words like "only" and 
"alone," but the last thing I 
wanted to do was invalidate 
other radical movements 
and struggles. Arizona EF! 
has always worked hard to 
tear down the barriers be- 
tween "environmentalism" 
and "anti-racism," whether 
by defending sacred indig- 
enous land or standing al- 
most alone in formulating 
a radical response to local 
border vigilantes. The last 
thing we want or need is 
more divisions. 

Hasta la Victoria, 

— Ben Pachano 

Dear SFB, 

Lots of talk lately about 
the snitch problem and what 
to do about it. The fact is 
people will do almost any- 
thing to stay out of prison, 
and great pressure is placed 
on them to inform on oth- 
ers. They don't even have 
to tell the truth — lies will do 
quite nicely for the FBI, if it 
leads to movement paranoia 
and division. 

We'd like to draw atten- 
tion to a long time EFIer ar- 
rested on non-Earth-defense 
charges, heavily pressured by 
the FBI and US Forest Service 
(USFS) to snitch, and didn't. 

On September 11, 2001, 
JJ Hicks (aka "Scout") was 
spotted by a freddy near a 
small pot patch outside the 
USFS boundary. JJ was never 
one to give up, and so began 
a truly great escape story, 
known locally as the case of 
the "Nude Fugitive." 


JJ eluded cops that were 
on foot, horse, car and he- 
licopter. He finally escaped 
by floating down the river 
to an undisclosed location. 
JJ managed to stay free for a 
year and a half, but sadly, too 
many folks knew where he 
was, and a scumbag turned 
him in for the reward. 

He was placed in solitary, 
and due to his association 
with Katuah EF!, he was in- 
terrogated by the FBI and 
USFS, who were hoping to 
make him snitch. When 
they searched his place they 
found some guns, so they 
threatened him with ca- 
reer criminal status and life 
in jail, then threatened his 
pregnant girlfriend. They of- 
fered him an easy ride if he'd 
help "bring down the Earth 
Liberation Front (ELF)." His 
lawyer urged him to cooper- 
ate; JJ could've just made up 
some lies about fellow activ- 
ists but didn't. All he did was 
confirm that he knew his fel- 
low EFIers. 

He's now serving a six-year 
term and needs more support. 
Please write him at Thomas 
W. "JJ" Hicks, #18231058, 
FCI McKean, POB 8000, 
Bradford, PA 16701. Books 
and magazines must be sent 
straight from the publisher. 
He also needs money for 
phone cards, stamps and 
commissary. Send US Postal 
Service money orders only, 
with his full name and num- 
ber, to Federal Bureau of 
Prisons, POB 474701, Des 
Moines, IA 50947-0001. 

For more information, 
contact nudefugitive@yahoo. 
com; www.myspace.com/ 
nudefugitive. 

Please support prisoners, 
not just the ones listed in the 
Journal. Defeat snitch culture! 

— Corey and Bill 

Ona Move! 

To all at the Earth First! 
Journal collective: I want to 



/O 300 



send my revolutionary 
greeting of Ona Move! for 
myself and the MOVE 
family, and our sincere 
appreciation for all y'all 
do in defense of Mama 
and support of those who 
love and protect and work 
and live in harmony with 
Her. Thanks much! 

I truly appreciate your 
efforts in making sure 
that my family and I re- 
ceive your publication. 

Its vivid photos and con- 
tent are always a source 
of motivation for me and a 
useful tool for me to use in 
showing those around me 
the all serious need for people 
to change their ways of liv- 
ing, to get away from this 
reform world system's train- 
ing, or they will not survive! 
We know that Mama-Life will 
always be forever. It is "man" 
who will no longer exist or 
live as he knows it to be. 

Anyway, I wanted to 
send you this painting of a 
"treespiker" as a small show 
of appreciation from the 
MOVE Organization and my- 
self for all you do. Your work 
is of the utmost importance, 
for nothing is more important 
than the Force that keeps you 
alivel Which is why we in 
MOVE have committed our 
lives to this cause. Long Live 
Mama Forever! 

Again, I just wanted to send 
you all this token of thanks 
for all the work you do and 
for your continued support 
of those of us on the inside 
and your unbending defense 
of Life/Nature/Mama. 

To all the Earth First! Jour- 
nal collective, take care, stay 
strong by staying active and 
committed to the work of 
Life. You can be sure that 
we in MOVE will be forever 
doing the same. Long Live 
Mama Forever! 

Ona Move! 

Yours in life, 

— Phil Africa 


Editors, 

So far, none of the defen- 
dants in the ELF arrests have 
to my knowledge invoked 
the necessity defense, but 
the defense of necessity was 
raised repeatedly in ELF press 
releases. Before we judge their 
actions, let's first look at the 
three essential elements for a 
provable case of necessity as 
recognized for centuries un- 
der common law and today 
under the Geneva Conven- 
tion. There has to be an im- 
minent and irreparable harm 
being done. Only a bonehead 
would argue that the ELF did 
not meet this test. The sec- 
ond element is that all other 
legal options have been tried 
and exhausted. Well, I don't 
know about the ELF, but those 
arrested certainly meet this 
test if anyone living does. On 
to number three, they must 
have a reasonable chance 
of succeeding. This is what 
is being argued today, and 
if anyone says the Vail fire 
was unsuccessful they have a 
right to say that. But if they 
believe, as I do, since number 
one and number two are un- 
assailably provable, you also 
have to entertain the idea 
that the Vail fire was success- 
ful, like the Boston Tea Party, 
which did not even affect the 
price of tea in the colonies. 
This gives them three out of 
three. Patriots, I say! 

— Mike Roselle 
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Anatomy of a Power Plant Blockade 



by Coal Dust 

It's 11:30 at night — only five and 
a half hours before we have to drag 
our sleep-deprived asses out of bed 
to shut down one of the dirtiest 
coal power plants in the Southeast, 
and things aren't looking so good. 
During our last practice run, one of 
the tripod's legs snapped, and the 
resulting fall has mangled the pod 
and nearly maimed us. Shouts, pro- 
fanities and general blasphemy fill 
the air. What the hell are we going 
to do? 

Fortunately, we Earth Firstlers are 
a resilient bunch, and soon enough 
we have a pretty decent contingen- 
cy plan: We'll just wave a coal truck 
onto the only bridge that accesses the 
plant and commandeer it, while the 


to the different affinity groups. It's 
time to roll. A-Team, consisting of 
the pod-hanging crew and the truck- 
commandeering posse, heads out to 
the first rendezvous point, Hardee's. 
A-Team chills at this fine eating es- 
tablishment, while an advanced 
scout and distraction crew — armed 
with fireworks and air horns, just in 
case — is deployed to the power plant. 
Meanwhile, B-Team, which consists 
of worker liaisons, soft blockaders and 
cable lockers, is busy rallying the rest 
of the masses — otherwise known as C- 
Team — to a nearby rendezvous point. 
When that task is accomplished, they 
send an emissary to Hardee's to loudly 
order a cup of coffee. That's A-Team's 
signal to mobilize for action. 

We pile into the A-Team van (actu- 
ally a truck), and our small caravan 


This is where things start to get a bit 
surreal. Our cars roll up to thd bridge, 
and we hop out and get down to busi- 
ness. But wait... there appears to be 
a security truck on the bridge! Well 
shit, what do we do now? Amazingly, 
the security guard — perhaps sensing 
his powerlessness in the situation — 
just keeps rolling off the premises 
and out of our way without saying a 
word. After this initial confusion, a 
crew headed by the one and only B.A. 
Baracus gets to work stretching a rope 
across the bridge and hanging it over 
the side — a three-story drop. There 
is a small platform at the end of the 
rope, and within a minute, Baracus 
has rappelled down to the platform 
and made himself comfortable. 

Meanwhile, two other folks are lock- 
ing steel cables across the bridge on 



other half of the blockade is being set 
up. Sounds good, hasta mananal 
Now it's dark and early on a fine 
Monday morning — a beautiful day to 
raise some hell in southern Appala- 
chia. We all meet up at the parking lot 
to gather our gear and wits. Patriotic 
magnets cover up animal liberation 
and Earth First! bumper stickers, and 
synchronized watches are distributed 


of trouble is on its way. We get to our 
hidden staging spot about a mile from 
the power plant entrance. As arranged, 
B-Team drives past us five minutes 
later and does a U-tum. It's time for 
action. A-Team and B-Team are now 
a bona fide six-car caravan of whoop- 
ass that's swiftly approaching the only 
entrance to American Electric Power's 
(AEP) filthy Clinch River Power Plant. 


both sides of the hanging platform to 
ensure that no wingnuts try to drive 
their vehicle through Baracus' only 
support line. 

The first half of the blockade is in 
place; the other half is up to fate. 
And sure enough, like clockwork, an 
unsuspecting truck overloaded with 
coal comes around the bend. Will 
our plan work? Well fuck, it's worth 
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a shot. Murdoch, our traffic control- 
ler, stands in the middle of the bridge 
wearing an orange vest and holding 
a flag — actually a torn red T-shirt at- 
tached to a small branch that was con- 
structed on the spot about a minute 
before. Using his advanced Jedi skills, 
Murdoch starts waving the truck onto 
the bridge. Amazingly, the trucker 
takes the bait and follows Murdoch's 
instructions — despite the fact that the 
bridge has numerous cables and ropes 
stretched across it, and the 20 people 
already on site are clearly up to no 
good (especially the three individu- 
als lurking to the side in black masks). 
With the truck in position, the rest 
of the posse gets to work. Face locks 
himself to the bumper, while Hanni- 
bal clambers on top of the trailer and 
finds a secure place to lock down — but 
not before unfurling an Earth First! 
banner, of course. Meanwhile, a more 
mobile affinity group busts out handy 
valve-stem removers and lets the air 
out of the eight rear tires, ensuring 
that this most unlucky truck will be 
going nowhere. 

Once again, our timing is magnifi- 
cent, and the rest of the crowd rolls in 
just as we are putting the final touch- 
es on the blockade. The crowd of ap- 
proximately 75 EFlers starts chanting, 
"King Coal, off with his head!" and 
holding banners reading, "There are 
no jobs on a dead planet," and "The 
beauty of the mountains runs deeper 
than a coal seam." Dust masks are 


distributed, and arms are linked 
across the bridge entrance to shield 
those who are locked down. 

Soon enough, coal trucks are pil- 
ing up on the approaching roads, a 
few workers are scratching their hard 
hats, and an eerie calm fills the air. 
The worker liaisons do an excellent 
job explaining what's going on to the 
truckers, who mainly just chill out in 


their trucks and wait to see what will 
happen. A collection is taken up, and 
$100 is offered to the driver whose 
truck has been commandeered (for 
lost wages). He refuses it twice, re- 
marking, "You should just put it to- 
ward your next cause!" 

Eventually some county cops show 
up and aren't really sure what to make 
of the situation. For the next several 
hours, there is a steady influx of vari- 
ous state and county cops, more head 
scratching and no attempt to disman- 
tle the blockade — even though some 
of these locks could be snipped by a 
bolt cutter. Eventually one of the al- 
pha cops candidly asks our police li- 
aison, "Well, what do you think we 
should do?" You know you're in good 
shape when the cops are asking the 
protesters for advice. 

The situation continues to get more 
bizarre. A few cops videotape and 
photograph us from every angle pos- 
sible, while others are directing news 
crews to where they can get the best 
shots of the blockade. Still other cops 
are giving us advice on how to look 
better for the media and telling us, 
"Get ready, 'cause there's going to 
be a news van here in two minutes." 
At some point a separate crew man- 
ages to paint "No MTR" (out of coal 
sludge) on AEP's front entrance sign, 
without anyone noticing. 

Finally the cops — after five hours 
of taking pictures and twiddling their 
thumbs — offer us a deal: Dismantle the 


blockade, and nobody will be arrested. 
The folks in the various lockdowns con- 
fer with each other and agree that the 
benefits of walking free outweigh the 
gains made by holding the blockade. 
Besides, it will probably take the cops 
at least a few more hours to figure out 
how to move the disabled coal truck. 

With that said, Baracus rappels 
down to a police boat, which delivers 


him safely to shore. Hannibal unlocks 
himself, but Face refuses, insisting 
that the cops should cut him out. The 
cops oblige, and soon enough he is 
cut free. While all this is going on, a 
rather impressive convoy of about 30 
state-trooper squad cars, two armored 
riot vehicles, a SWAT team and a bomb 
squad delivered via helicopter swarms 
onto the scene. Fortunately for us, the 
deal remains in place, and everyone 
walks unfettered past the seemingly 
endless pig parade. Oh yeah, they 
let us keep all the locks, cables and 
climbing gear too. Thanks y'all. 

Coal Dust has a fear of flying just like 
B. A — because of the fuel consumption. 

American Electric 
Power’s Clinch River 
Coal Power Plant 

American Electric Power's aging 
Clinch River Power Plant is one 
of the dirtiest coal plants in the 
Southeast. It releases more than 
four million pounds of carbon di- 
oxide annually, as well as hundreds 
of pounds of mercury, lead, arsenic 
and other heavy metals. The plant 
is responsible for 59 "premature" 
deaths per year, according to the 
Environmental Protection Agency. 

We also targeted this plant to 
highlight the connection between 
coal consumption and the destruc- 
tion of Appalachia by mountaintop 
removal (MTR) mining. The county 
adjacent to the Clinch River plant 
currently has 41,000 acres of moun- 
tains permitted for MTR and other 
forms of strip-mining. Southern 
Appalachia has already seen more 
than 800 square miles of mountains 
flattened and at least 1 ,200 miles of 
streams buried due to MTR. 

Although the coal industry is one 
of the main employers in south- 
western Virginia, the blockade was 
surprisingly well- received. One lo- 
cal even told us that he wished he 
had known about the action ahead 
of time so that he could have locked 
down as well! 

Katuah Earth First! would like to 
thank everyone who came to the 
rendezvous and the action for their 
support and solidarity in our fight 
to topple King Coal. 




by Jenny Weber 

The Weld Valley is one of many wilderness areas 
in southern Tasmania, Australia, that are slated for 
destruction to produce wood chips for export, pulping or 
power. But residents are putting up a hell of a fight. For 
more than five years, the valley has been a site of direct- 
action, ecological resistance to a proposed logging road, 
which would enable the felling of nearly 5,000 acres of 
pristine, ancient eucalyptus forest. In January 2005, forest 
defenders established a blockade that eventually helped 
win a six-month moratorium on road construction by 
Forestry Tasmania — a government business enterprise that 
manages 3.7 million acres of the state's public forests. 

When that moratorium expired in September 2005, 
activists returned to Camp Weld, where they remain 
one year later. The camp is a constantly evolving entity; 
activists and artists have built a fort, treesits, monopods, 
tripods, dragons, living quarters, artistic sculptures and 
the Weld Ark, a magnificent full-size, road-blocking pirate 
ship! More than 50 people helped defend the camp during 
the Summer of 2005-2006, and over the last 18 months, the 
Weld blockade has attracted activists, artists, researchers, 
media and travelers from more than 20 countries. It's a 
powerful local response to a state-wide problem. 

Loggers: The Real Tasmanian Devils 

Tasmania, the wild southern island, is Australia's 
poorest and smallest state. It is a place where government 
and its corporate friends are in the throes of industrial 
colonization, where forestry rights for 20 years are sold 
to Malaysian logging companies at today's prices, where 
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Activist Warrick Jordan blockades a road to stop logging in Denison Forest, 
which borders Weld Valley in southern Tasmania. 

the wholesale destruction of ecosystems and grave loss 
of habitat continue to rob Tasmania of its world heritage 
values. Tasmania is the only state in Australia that clearcuts 
rainforest; most other states are phasing out native forest 
logging altogether. 

Tasmania also exports more wood chips than all other 
states combined, even though the demand for the export 
is falling as Indonesia and South America become sources 
of cheaper wood chips. Thus, a new wood-fired power 
station and pulp mill have been proposed in order to prop 
up the terminally ailing Tasmanian wood-chip industry. 
Gunns Ltd., the largest logging company in Australia and 
the largest hardwood wood-chip exporter in the world, has 
proposed a pulp mill for northeast Tasmania, demanding 
30-year access to Tasmania's native forests in return. If 
this proposal is approved, it will mean that Gunns' level of 
wood-chipping in Tasmania will leap from the current five 
million tons per year to nearly eight million tons per year. 

Gunns is already decimating Tasmania's native forests 
and raking in the profits. To add insult to injury, in some 
forests, only 30 percent of the trees are removed to chip 
mills. The remaining 70 percent of the felled vegetation 
is considered waste and firebombed with a napalm-like 
substance. Smoke from a recent "regeneration burn" in 
northeast Tasmania was so thick that schools and major 
highways were forced to close. And now, this kind of total 
destruction is threatening to engulf the Weld Valley. 

A Precious Ecology 

The Weld River flows wild and undisturbed for 30 miles 
from the Tasmanian Wilderness World Heritage Area — a 
region recognized by the United Nations to include some 



of the "most important and significant natural habitats 
for in situ conservation of biological diversity." The 
Weld Valley has been recognized by numerous national 
and international experts as possessing the same natural 
significance and the same need for protection as the 
adjacent world heritage area. The temperate rainforest — 
replete with myrtle-beech, sassafras, leatherwood, celery- 
top pine, eucalyptus and many other plant species — is 
situated in valleys with large creeks and small river 
systems. Some of these species are not found anywhere 
else in the world and date back to the prehistoric 
supercontinent of Gondwana. The region also contains 
one of the largest karst areas (i.e., eroded limestone 
containing fissures, sinkholes, caverns and underground 
streams) in Tasmania, including Australia's deepest cave. 
Another cave presents evidence of human occupation in 
the Weld Valley as early as 20,000 
years ago, at the height of the 
last ice age — the southern-most 
evidence of human presence 
during that era. 

The Weld Valley and the 
surrounding forests are also 
home to many threatened animal 
species. The Tasmanian wedge- 
tailed eagle — Australia's largest 
bird of prey — is an iconic and 
critically endangered subspecies 
with fewer than 1,000 individuals 
left in the wild. Nevertheless, 

Forestry Tasmania continues to log 
near crucial nesting sites, leaving 
just a small and insufficient 25- 
acre buffer. Current practices 
provide a patchwork landscape 
for an eagle whose territory 
should span an area as large as 20 
to 750 square miles, depending 
upon the availability of food. 

In 2004, a Forestry Tasmania- 
commissioned study modelled 
the future of the Tasmanian 
wedge-tailed eagle over the next 
200 years. The study concluded 
that the eagle faces an extinction 
risk of 62 percent from human- 
induced causes, excluding logging. With logging factored 
in, the likelihood of extinction exceeds 90 percent. The 
Weld Valley and similar old-growth wilderness areas are 
critical habitat for this majestic eagle. 

Turning Anger into Action 

The high conservation value of the Weld Valley and 
the surrounding old-growth forests has spurred the local 
community into action against Forestry Tasmania and 
Gunns Ltd. The campaign to protect the southern forests, 
including the Weld Valley, is spearheaded by the local 
Huon Valley Environment Center (HVEC). The anger 
of the Tasmanian community regarding ongoing forest 
destruction has resulted in increased frontline ecodefense, 
as demonstrated by the formation and escalating activities 
of direct-action groups, such as Save the Weld Action 


Group and the Forest Defense Unit. Fourteen forest- 
defense actions have occurred in southern Tasmania's 
Weld, Picton, Denison and Styx forests since February. 
In the Styx Valley, a treesitter occupied a 250-foot-tall 
eucalyptus tree for 50 days, until he was arrested and 
removed via police helicopter. 

Direct action has also spread to Hobart, the state 
capital. On May 18, 20 activists occupied Forestry 
Tasmania's headquarters in order to draw attention to 
the clearcutting of the Weld and Styx valleys, and to 
highlight the plight of the Tasmanian wedge-tailed eagle. 
The atrium of the headquarters is designed to look like 
an indoor rainforest. Activists made this rainforest more 
realistic by playing a loop of eagle calls and revving 
chainsaws over a sound system. Four people locked 
down to various points around the atrium, including 

the top of a 65-foot-tall elevator 
shaft and a walkway at the top 
of atrium. After four hours, 
five people were arrested on 
trespassing charges. 

Currently, Gunns is suing 
20 defendants, including 
environmentalists, community 
members, a dentist, a doctor, a 
senator, a member of parliament, 
HVEC and the Wilderness Society. 
The company is seeking $5 
million in damages, claiming that 
the defendants have conspired to 
defame its character and impair 
its business. The Gunns lawsuit is 
an attempt to silence the debate 
about the destruction of forests. 
The state government claims to 
be protecting both the forests 
and jobs. Meanwhile, the federal 
government has left the forests 
to fend for themselves, claiming 
to have solved the debate in 
Tasmania. 

On the ground, activists are 
not convinced. Napalm clouds 
from recent regeneration burns 
burst through our sunny days. 
Logging companies race to 
clearcut the forests surrounding wedge-tailed eagle nest 
sites before breeding season starts. Wood-fired power 
stations and native-forest pulp mills funded by the state 
government continue through the planning stages. Help 
stop the destruction! 

For more information, contact Huon Valley 
Environmental Centre, 3/17 Wilmot Rd, Huonville, 
Tasmania, Australia 7109; 03 6264 1286; centre@huon. 
org; www.huon.org/weldvalley; www.gunns20.org; 
www. forestdefenceunit.org. 

Jenny is a longtime forest activist and mother who works 
for the protection of Tasmania's ancient southern forests. 
She is also a founding member of the Huon Valley Envi- 
ronment Center, Jenny currently lives with her daughter 
and partner on a 1.5-square-mile private wildlife reserve in 
southern Tasmania. 



Jai Critchley builds treesit platforms in the Eucalyptus 
canopy of Weld Valley, Tasmania. 
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G8’S “ENERGY SECURITY” MET 


by Rising Tide North America 

On July 15-17, the Group of Eight (G8) — which com- 
prises the world's eight richest industrialized nations — met 
in St. Petersburg, Russia, to further consolidate its power 
and influence around the world. This year's focus was the 
suspiciously benign-sounding theme of "energy security." 
Though the G8 countries make up only 15 percent of the 
world's population, they 
use about 45 percent of the 
world's fossil fuels. With 
the threat of dwindling oil 
supplies in the air, the focus 
of this meeting was indeed 
energy security — that is, se- 
curing the world's remain- 
ing fossil fuel reserves into 
the hands of the world's 
richest nations and their 
corporate allies. 

While it appears that no 
concrete plan came out 
of the G8, the gang did is- 
sue a statement promising 
to invest heavily in fossil 
fuel infrastructure projects, 
open up "closed markets" 
to private investors and 
encourage more intensive 
exploration of any remain- 
ing oil reserves. The only 
time that G8 leaders even 
attempted to address global 
warming was in their com- 
mitment to greatly expand 
the nuclear power complex. 

As the Gang of Eight 
plotted the further expan- 
sion of its oil empire — and with it a nightmarish scenario 
of cataclysmic climate change — people around the world 
were weaving a different story of what our future should 
look like. In an international day of action against climate 
change and the G8, dozens of protests took place across the 
globe to demand a world free of fossil fuels, nuclear power 
and other bullshit "solutions" to our current climate crisis. 

Critical Mass 

Critical Mass bike rides seemed to be a common theme 
as protestors confronted car culture by demonstrating a 
people-powered alternative. 

Washington, DC: A Critical Mass ride dropped by oil- 
man/Vice President Dick Cheney's house and then con- 
tinued to the home of Energy Secretary Samuel Bodman, 
where a lively protest took place. 

Amsterdam, Netherlands: Bicyclists reclaimed a few of the 
city's busiest highways, ending their ride at a Shell office 


to show solidarity with activists currently fighting a Shell 
pipeline in Ireland. 

Auckland, New Zealand: There were five simultaneous 
banner drops demanding climate justice, as Critical Mass 
riders took over the business district. 

Critical Mass bike rides also occurred in Paris, France; Man- 
chester and Gloucester, UK; and Asheville, North Carolina. A 
Reclaim the Streets action for climate justice was reported in 

Brisbane, Australia. 


Russian Resistance 

St. Petersburg: The en- 
trance of a hotel and a 
main thoroughfare used 
by G8 summit participants 
was blockaded in a pro- 
test against G8's support 
for nuclear energy and the 
commercialization of edu- 
cation. About 30 people 
were arrested. 

Participants in the Rus- 
sian Social Forum — which 
was held on July 13-15 — 
were not allowed to have a 
march, although they had 
requested permission weeks 
before. Police blocked them 
at St. Petersburg's Kirov 
Stadium, where the social 
forum was held, and pre- 
vented them from taking 
| to the streets. About 150 
| activists held a rally behind 
closed gates, facing lines of 
riot police, who outnum- 
bered the activists. 
Additionally, thirteen en- 
vironmental activists were arrested after staging an anti- 
nuclear protest in St. Petersburg. Organizers from the 
Norwegian environmental group Bellona said the activists 
were roughed up by police at the demonstration against 
the storage of nuclear waste in Russia. 

In the Belly of the Beast 

Davis, California: At the Department of Agriculture 
building, protesters rallied against the biotech-sponsored 
"Monsanto Bill," which would block local communities 
from their constitutional right to vote on whether or 
not genetically modified crops can be grown in their 
voting district. 

Lawrence, Kansas: A Carnival Against Capital featured 
food, face painting, and live punk, folk and hip-hop music. 

Augusta, Maine: On July 15, a truckload of construction 
and demolition debris was dumped in Governor Baldacci's 
driveway by the Maine Toxic Avengers, bringing attention 



A march in Moscow three days before the G8 summit 
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WITH PROTESTS WORLDWIDE 


to his continued support for the importation, dumping, 
and burning of toxic construction and demolition debris. 

Europe Makes Noise 

Oxfordshire, UK: On July 18, activists from Reclaim Power, 
a climate change pressure group, occupied a lighting tower 
at Didcot Power Station. Three climbers scaled the tower 
and unfurled a 50-foot-long banner reading, "Climate 
Crime." They remained there for several hours to highlight 
the role of coal-fired power plants in climate change. 

London, UK: On July 15, a banner reading "C02" was 
unfurled, and leaflets were dis- 
tributed outside the office of 
Tulchan Communications, a 
public-relations firm. Tulchan 
represents the Drax Group, 
which owns and runs the UK's 
dirtiest coal-fired power plant. 

Hamburg, Germany: A Reclaim 
the Streets Day was 'organized 
under the slogan: "We are not 
going to demand anything. We 
are not going to ask for any- 
thing. We are going to take. 

We are going to occupy." The 
festivities ended when police 
forces arrested 70 participants. 

Straslund, Germany: On July 
13, about 1,500 people from 
the peace, anti-globalization 
and anti-fascist movements ral- 
lied against US President George 
Bush and German Chancellor 
Angela Merkel's pre-G8 meet- 
ing in Straslund. 

Madrid, Spain: Activists from 
Global Action Madrid symbolically hanged straw effigies 
representing G8 leaders to denounce their criminal treat- 
ment of indebted countries. 

Around the World 

Gao, Mali: The fifth edition of the People's Forum — a 
popular convergence to educate, exchange, communicate, 
organize and elaborate alternatives to neoliberal globaliza- 
tion — was attended by several hundred people. This three- 
day gathering raised awareness of the problems faced by 
poor people in western Africa, including the neocolonial 
plunder of the natural and energy resources of the South- 
ern Hemisphere. 

Manila, Philippines: An anarchist festival celebrated the 
70th anniversary of the Spanish Revolution and mobilized 
resistance to the Philippine president's annual State of the 
Nation address. 

Maracaibo, Venezuela: A full week of activities against 
coal mining in the indigenous territory of the Sierra 
de Perija — including film screenings, eco-games, mural 


painting and art exhibitions — culminated in a protest and 
rally on July 15. 

There were innumerable other creative protests through- 
out the weekend, and Russian embassies everywhere were 
also getting lots of heat. 

Rising Tide North America (RTNA) is inspired by the 
actions that took place in response to the G8's diaboli- 
cal plans to perpetuate and accelerate the Earth's climate 
crisis. While the protests may not have made an impact 
on the G8's policies, there is no doubt that these actions 
helped further the fight against climate change in the 

communities in which they 
happened. We believe that 
real solutions to the Earth's 
climate crisis will come from 
empowered communities, not 
politicians or corporations. 

After a number of produc- 
tive meetings and workshops 
at this year's EF! Round River 
Rendezvous, RTNA continues 
to grow as we focus our strat- 
egy for bringing down the fos- 
sil fuel empire. We are sending 
two of our secret agents over- 
seas to the UK Camp for Cli- 
mate Action, where we hope to 
| learn a thing or two from our 
| British friends and build stron- 
s ger ties with the international 
| Rising Tide network. RTNA is 
3 building links with Mexican 
activists in preparation for the 
G8+5 meetings (the G8 plus the 
"emerging" countries of Brazil, 
India, China, South Africa and 
Mexico) on climate change that will be held in Mexico 
City on October 3-4. The focus of these meetings will be 
on developing carbon-trading, not drastically reducing 
global carbon dioxide emissions. 

Looking a little further ahead, RTNA is in the beginning 
stages of organizing a cross-country road show for Spring 
2007. The road show will build momentum for a national 
direct action Climate Convergence that Summer. We are 
continuing in our efforts to build links with and give sup- 
port to communities resisting fossil fuel extraction, as well 
as those beginning to feel the impacts of climate change. 
This includes doing support work with communities in 
Black Mesa and southern Appalachia who are resisting coal 
mining, as well as networking with activists doing emer- 
gency response and solidarity work for climate disasters. 

If you are interested in setting up a gig for our Spring 
road show, donating money or looking for other ways 
you can combat climate change, please contact Rising 
Tide North America, contact@risingtidenorthamerica.org; 
www. risingtidenorthamerica.org. 



The banner dropped by Reclaim Power amid the 


Didcot Power Plant's towering smokestacks 
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BY ERIN 

Canada is home to one of North 
America's longest undammed rivers, 
the Athabasca. It flows northward 
through Alberta for 955 miles, from 
Jasper National Park to Wood Buf- 
falo National Park. As 
the Athabasca River ap- 
proaches Wood Buffalo, 
it passes the McClel- 
land Wetland Complex. 

This complex contains 
12 sink holes, McClel- 
land Lake and an an- 
cient bog that is home 
to various rare plants, 
including five carnivo- 
rous species. However, 
the growing interest 
in oil sands mining 
poses a serious threat 
to the survival of this 
ecosystem. This area was protected 
from such devastation until the 
late 1990s, when Syncrude — the 
world's largest oil sands compa- 
ny — squeezed its greasy, greedy fin- 
gers around the neck of Alberta's 
politicians. Now, 50 percent of the 
McClelland complex could be de- 
stroyed to extract oil sands. 

Oil sands — considered an "alterna- 
tive" to petroleum — are extracted by 
strip-mining large amounts of land, 
leaving gaping holes in the Earth. The 
sand underneath contains bitumen, 
a thick substance that can be turned 
into oil. First, the sand is treated 
with water and caustic soda to make 
it into a sludge-like mate- 
rial. It is then mixed with 
hot water, and the bitu- 
men is skimmed off the 
top. Because it is still so 
thick, the bitumen has to 
be mixed with liquid or 
gas petroleum, and the 
resulting substance is up- 
graded to crude oil. This 
process not only wreaks 


havoc on the local environment, it also 
produces millions of pounds of green- 
house gases, uses a lot of water and, 
most importantly, doesn't bring us any 
closer to the end of oil dependency. 

In the last century, water levels in 
the Athabasca River have decreased 



The free-flowing Athabasca River is threatened by oil sands mining. 


by 20 percent. Oil sands extraction 
and processing is exacerbating this 
problem. Each day, between two and 
five million gallons of water are used 
to produce one million barrels of 
crude oil. While current operations 
use 92 billion gallons of water every 
year, this volume will only increase as 
oil sands production becomes more 
widespread. Most of the water used 
for these operations comes from the 
Athabasca River, and this removal 
will have life-threatening effects on 
the fish that inhabit these waters. 
Due to the combined effects of global 
warming and the oil sands industry, 
the river is at risk of drying up in the 


OIL ^AND^PRODU CL MILLIONS OF 
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Fall. With water levels naturally lower 
in the Winter, fish populations may 
barely survive, if at all. 

The water used for oil sands pro- 
duction is too contaminated to be re- 
leased back into the ecosystem, so it 
ends up in toxic ponds. In an attempt 
to recycle some of this 
water, oil sands compa- 
nies have developed an- 
other way to extract the 
oil. It is a process called 
steam-assisted gravity 
drainage, an "in situ" 
method that processes 
the oil sands in their 
original location prior 
to extraction. Most of 
the sands suitable for 
oil extraction — up to 
90 percent — lie too far 
beneath the surface 
to mine. To solve this 
problem, the in situ method imple- 
ments long drills that pump steam into 
an upper hole to melt the tar, which 
then travels to a lower hole, where the 
bitumen is pumped to the surface. This 
process does not decrease the environ- 
mental impact of oil sands mining but 
merely hides it underground in deep 
wells or landfills. These in situ opera- 
tions may not rip up the landscape, but 
they do create an equally devastating 
puzzle of roads, test holes and pipes. 

As climate chaos increases through- 
out the world, it is counterproductive 
to invest millions of dollars into oil 
sands mining projects. The process of 
extracting this oil emits three times as 
many greenhouse gases as 
conventional oil produc- 
tion. In 2002, under the 
Kyoto Protocol, Canada 
promised to cut green- 
house gas emissions six 
percent by 2012. Since 
1990, however, emissions 
have increased 35 per- 
cent. Governments and 
corporations claim that 
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The result of Syncrude's oil sands operation 


they are devising new technologies 
to reduce greenhouse gas emissions, 
but their "alternatives" still won't be 
enough to reverse the major damage 
that they have inflicted on the envi- 
ronment thus far. 

Companies involved in oil sands 
mining emphasize the measures they 
are taking to reclaim the lands that 
they have so viciously destroyed. 
For example, what was an oil sands 
mine 20 years ago outside Edmon- 
ton, Alberta, is now a picturesque 
landscape, scattered with young trees 
and populated by wild bison. How- 
ever, the water there is so unsuitable 
for waterfowl that propane-powered 
cannons are set off every few seconds 
to scare away any birds that might 
attempt to land in the contaminat- 
ed wetlands. Two of the largest oil 
sands companies, Syncrude and Sun- 
cor, have claimed that 20 percent of 
the land they have mined has been 
restored. They claim that the boreal 
ecosystems that were destroyed have 
been restored in a mere 20 years. In 
reality, it will take 300 years for these 
forests to become healthy again; the 
wetlands may never return. To add 
fuel to the fire, last Fall, the Alberta 
government released the Mineable 
Oil Sands Strategy (MOSS), which 
stated that thousands of miles of bo- 
real forests and wetlands were only 
useful for extracting oil. Because of 
public protest, MOSS is undergoing a 
one-year review. 


To the naked eye, Alberta's wilder- 
ness still seems awe-inspiring, with 
its lush green forests, white-capped 
mountains, glacier-fed lakes and riv- 
ers, and its native flora and fauna. 
The terrifying reality is that Alberta's 
410,000 square miles — inhabited by 
only three million people — is steadily 
succumbing to the mercy of those 
who want to exploit it for financial 
gain. Logging, gas development and 
now the rise of oil sands mining has 
reduced Alberta's natural forests to 
40 percent of their original range. 
The areas that still remain are littered 
with industrial activities. The cari- 
bou, grizzly bear, lynx, martin and 
other species that call this land home 
are very sensitive to human interfer- 
ence. The devastation that further oil 
sands mining will create is unfathom- 
able. Drastic measures must be taken 
to ensure the survival of this precious 
ecosystem. We must not let greed and 
corruption rob us of the irreplaceable 
biodiversity that makes up the re- 
maining Canadian wilderness. 

For more information, contact 
The Pembina Institute, POB 7558, 
Drayton, Alberta, T7A 1S7 Canada; 
www.oilsandswatch.org 

This is erin's first article for the Earth 
First! Journal. She has family living in 
Alberta, Canada. Currently she is living 
in California at Yosemite National Park 
but will soon return to live in Tucson. 
Erin enjoys dogs and the outdoors above 
all else in this world. 


Mining with Cyanide in 
Romania 

Gabriel Resources, a Canadian 
mining company, is poised to 
create Europe's largest open-pit 
gold mine in Rosia Montana, Ro- 
mania. After millennia of min- 
ing, all that remains is gold dust, 
which can be obtained only by 
violently excavating the area and 
using toxic cyanide to isolate the 
precious metal. Not only would 
the mine destroy a Roman ruin 
and displace more than 2,000 
residents, it would also pulverize 
the Rosia Montana Valley and 
transform the Corna Valley into 
a dammed cyanide storage pond. 
In total, the project would gen- 
erate nearly 200 million tons of 
cyanide waste. 

On July 18, Greenpeace activ- 
ists chained themselves to the 
entrance of the Romanian envi- 
ronmental ministry in Bucharest, 
to draw attention to the highly 
controversial project. 

The Buzz on 
GM Mosquitoes 

Researchers at Brazil's Rene Ra- 
chou Research Center have suc- 
cessfully introduced an enzyme 
into mosquitoes in order to pre- 
vent the insects from spreading 
malaria. The enzyme — a com- 
ponent of bee venom — prevents 
the parasite that causes malaria 
from leaving the mosquito's in- 
testines. So far, only the species 
of mosquito that causes malaria 
in chickens has been genetically 
modified. Eventually, scientists 
hope to engineer the mosquito 
species that transmits the disease 
among humans, breed the trans- 
genic insect and release it into the 
wild so that it can replace natural 
mosquito populations. 

Gabriel Fernandes, coordina- 
tor of the Campaign for a Trans- 
genic-Free Brazil, suggests that 
the engineered mosquitoes may 
pose a greater risk than geneti- 
cally modified plants because the 
insects are highly mobile. 
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AGAINST 

THE 

CURRENT 

The Plastic Sea 


by Captain Paul Watson 

On the beach of San Juan Island, 
Washington, Allison Lance walks her 
dogs every morning. She carries a 
plastic bag in her hand to collect the 
bits and pieces of plastic debris she 
picks up. Each morning she fills the 
bag, but by the next morning there is 
always another bag to be filled. Joey 
Racano does the same in Hunting- 
ton Beach, California. The harvest 
of plastic waste is never- 
ending. Allison and Joey's 
beaches — and practically all 
beaches around the world — 
are similarly cursed. 

In June, a UN Environ- 
ment Program report es- 
timated that there are an 
average of 46,000 pieces of 
plastic debris floating on 
or near the surface of every 
square mile of ocean. 

We live in a plastic con- 
venience culture; virtually 
every human being on this 
planet uses plastic materials directly 
and indirectly every day. Our babies 
begin life on Earth by using some 210 
million pounds of plastic diapers each 
year; we give them plastic milk bot- 
tles, plastic toys and food from plas- 
tic jars — paying with a plastic credit 
card. Even avoiding those babies by 
using contraceptives results in the 
mass disposal of billions of latex con- 
doms, diaphragms and birth control 
pill containers each year. 


Every year, we eat and drink from 
34 billion newly manufactured bot- 
tles and containers. We patronize 
fast-food restaurants and buy prod- 
ucts that consume another 14 billion 
pounds of plastic. In total, humans 
produce an estimated 60 billion tons 
of plastic material every year. Each of 
us uses an average of 190 pounds of 
plastic annually: bottled water, fast- 
food packaging, furniture, syringes, 
computers, packing materials, garbage 


bags and much more. When you con- 
sider that this plastic does not biode- 
grade and remains in our ecosystems 
permanently, we are looking at an in- 
credibly high volume of plastic trash 
that has been accumulating since the 
mid-20th century. 

Where does it go? There are only 
three places it can go: our earth, our 
air and our oceans. All the plastic 
that has ever been produced has been 
buried in landfills, incinerated, or 


dumped into lakes, rivers and oceans. 
When incinerated, the plastics dis- 
perse non-biodegradable pollutants, 
many of which inevitably find their 
way into marine ecosystems as micro- 
scopic particles. 

Back in 1991, my ship, the Sea Shep- 
herd, was anchored in the harbor of 
Port of Spain, Trinidad. It began to 
rain a hard, steady downpour. A few 
hours later, the entire surface area of 
the harbor was dirty white, as if an 
ice floe had entered this 
tropical port. The "floe" 
consisted of styrofoam, 
plastic bottles and as- 
sorted plastic materials, 
as far as the eye could see. 
It had come down from 
the streets, gutters and 
streams into the harbor. 
And, of course, it was all 
washing out to sea, dis- 
persed by wind and tide. 

What happened to it af- 
ter that? The sun and the 
brine broke it down into 
little pellets of styrofoam and little 
pieces of plastic — each an insidious, 
floating, deadly mine set adrift in an 
ocean of life. And over the years these 
little nodules have drifted. There is no 
place in the oceans where a fine trawl 
will not reveal the plastic nodules. 
Studies by Captain Charles Moore 
and the Algalita Foundation found 
that even in the middle of the Pa- 
cific Ocean, plastic nodules outweigh 
plankton by a ratio of six to one. 


There are an average of 
46,000 pieces of plastic 
debris floating on or near 
the surface of every 
square mile of ocean. 
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Similar studies in the Atlantic have 
revealed the same ratio. The simple 
fact is that when you drop a styro- 
foam cup onto the street, you're caus- 
ing more damage than you would by 
dropping a stick of dynamite into the 
ocean. You set in motion an invasion 
of thousands of killer plastibots that 
will cause death and destruction for 
centuries to come. 

We give this global threat very 
little thought at all. It is out of sight 
of land-dwelling humanity and thus 
out of mind. The only industry that 
seems concerned about plastic pollu- 
tion is the marine insurance business. 
The intake of plastics into the cool- 
ing systems of engines is one of the 
leading causes of maritime engine 
failures. Last year, Japanese insurance 
companies paid $50 million in claims 
involving plastic-related engine and 
propeller damage. 

Drifting in our seas are tens of thou- 
sands of miles of monofilament drift 
nets and lines. This same netting en- 
snares ship propellers, sea lions and 
turtles. Over the years, my crew has 
retrieved hundreds of floating mono- 
filament nets from the sea. All of 
them contained the rotting corpses of 
fish and birds. 

In a well-documented beach clean 
up in Orange County, California, 
volunteers collected 106 million 
items, weighing 13 tons. The debris 
included preproduction plastic pel- 
lets, foamed plastics and hard plas- 
tics; plastic constituted 99 percent 


of the total material collected. Most 
abundant were preproduction plastic 
pellets, the bulk of which originated 
from transport losses. Approximately 
one quadrillion of these pellets — or 
60 billion pounds — are manufactured 
annually in the US alone. Plastic nod- 
ules are lost routinely in both the 
shipping and manufacturing stages, 
spilling from shipboard containers 
or from trucks onto streets and into 
storm drains. 

Oil spills occur every day in our 
oceans, and major spills occur approx- 
imately every two weeks somewhere 
in the world's marine ecosystems. Al- 
though these oil spills are notorious 
killers of marine wildlife, their deadly 
impact is confined to relatively small 
geographic areas, and the impact is 
reduced with time. The Exxon Valdez 
spill, for example, was confined to 
Alaska's Prince William Sound, and 
although the impact on wildlife was 
felt for many years, the ecosystem is 
slowly recovering. Yet this other kind 
of petrochemical spill, in the form of 
solid plastics, is more invasive and 
permanent. This type of spill is cumu- 
lative. The spillage is never cleaned 
up and removed, but accumulates 
perpetually. 

I don't think that I am exaggerating 
when I say that the spillage of plastic 
resin pellets poses a significant and 
unappreciated threat to the survival 
of sea life. The oceans are becoming 
plasticized. This threat becomes more 
continued on next page 


IWC Endorses Commercial 
Whaling 

On June 18, the International 
Whaling Commission (IWC) ad- 
opted the St. Kitts and Nevis Dec- 
laration, which asserts the IWC's 
desire to resume commercial 
whaling. Although the IWC's pro- 
whaling faction did not achieve 
the two-thirds majority necessary 
to overturn the 1982 whaling 
moratorium, its success in passing 
the declaration (by 33 votes to 32) 
signals a clear shift in the IWC's 
intentions. Many of the pro-whal- 
ing votes were secured through 
Japan's documented policy of brib- 
ing poorer IWC member-nations 
in exchange for their support. 

Surely the most bizarre of the 
declaration's assertions is that 
"scientific research has shown 
that whales consume huge quan- 
tities of fish, making the issue 
a matter of food security for 
coastal nations." The IWC is try- 
ing to execute whales for deplet- 
ing worldwide fish populations, 
when humans are the primary 
culprits of overfishing. 

UK Animal Experimenta- 
tion Reaches 14-Year High 

In 2005, the annual number of 
experiments performed on ani- 
mals in the UK rose to approxi- 
mately 2.9 million — the highest 
since 1992. Nearly 60,000 more 
procedures were carried out than 
in 2004 — a 1.5 percent increase. 
85 percent of the experiments 
were performed on mice, rats, 
rabbits and other rodents. More 
than 4,600 of the procedures 
involved primates — an increase 
of 11 percent. 33 percent of all 
procedures involved genetically 
modified animals — up from eight 
percent in 1995. Only 40 percent 
of the experiments employed 
some form of anesthesia. 

Activists greeted the depressing 
news from the UK Home Office 
with a mock funeral procession 
of mourning animals led by a 
Tony Blair look-alike. 
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continued from previous page 
lethal each year as the cumulative 
amount increases. The impact of this 
spillage contributes to more casualties 
than all of the world's oil spills, yet we 
know very little about the problem. 
In fact, the public does not even rec- 
ognize that plastic resin pellet spillage 
is a problem at all. 

Plastic pellets also pose an addi- 
tional threat: They act as a transport 


medium for toxic chemicals. Many of 
these pellets contain polychlorinated 
biphenyls (PCBs). The chemicals were 
either absorbed by the pellets from 
ambient seawater or used in the man- 
ufacture of plastics prior to the 1970s. 
The transfer of PCBs from ingested 
pellets into birds was conclusively 
proven and documented in the fatty 
tissues of great shearwaters. Studies 
have shown that 75 percent of all 


shearwaters examined contained in- 
gested plastic. 

Of the world's 312 species of sea- 
birds, some 111 species, or 36 per- 
cent, are known to commonly and 
mistakenly ingest plastic. In Hawaii, 
16 of the 18 resident seabird species 
are plastic ingestors, and 70 percent 
of this ingestion is of floating plastic 
resin pellets. Seabirds in Alaska have 
been found to have stomachs entirely 
filled with indigestible plastic. Pen- 
guins on South African beaches have 
suffered high chick mortality from 
eating plastic regurgitated by the par- 
ents, and 90 percent of blue petrel 
chicks examined on South Africa's 
remote Marion Island had plastic par- 
ticles in their stomachs. It is' a global 
problem, and for seabirds there. are no 
safe places. 

For most people, the ocean is a big 
toilet. The belief is that garbage, sew- 
age and plastics are dispersed and tak- 
en away. Unfortunately, nothing is 
really ever "taken away"; it is simply 
perpetually circulated. The oceans 
are pulsating with powerful cur- 
rents, which keep plastic debris in 
constant circulation. As a result, de- 
bris travels in what are called gyres, 
which concentrate the garbage in 



First Nations and Anti-Logging Protesters 
Blockade Highway 


On July 13, about 100 protesters — including members 
of the Grassy Narrows First Nation, the Rainforest Ac- 
tion Network and ForestEthics — shut down Trans-Canada 
Highway 17, near Kenora, Ontario. The blockade, which 
included a 30-foot-tall tripod and protesters locked to a 
logging truck, successfully prevented Weyerhauser from 
transporting trees cut on Grassy Narrows traditional ter- 
ritory to a nearby timber mill. Police made no arrests or 
attempts to remove the blockade, which was peacefully 
disbanded after 12 hours. 

In retaliation, approximately 50 Ontario Provincial 
Police (OPP) officers blocked access to the Grassy Nar- 
rows support camp on July 15. At highway checkpoints, 
the OPP arrested nearly a dozen Six Nations and non- 
Native supporters. Numerous others were detained or 
issued citations. 

The July 13 blockade w r as just the latest action in a 
decade-long struggle against Weyerhauser and Abitibi's 
logging of Grassy Narrows territory without community 



consent. Since December 2002, the Grassy Narrows First 
Nation has maintained the longest-running indigenous 
blockade against logging in Canadian history. While this 
has stopped loggers from accessing old growth, younger 
areas of the forest continue to be cut. 

Saboteurs Trash Development in Illinois 

On June 3, saboteurs attacked the future site of a 1 10- 
acre development in Mokena, Illinois, causing hundreds 
of thousands of dollars in damage. They smashed the 
windows of three bulldozers, three diggers and a pickup 
truck, poured grease inside several of the vehicles, and 
spray-painted "No more new houses" and "Fuck Mokena" 
around the site. 

Sabotage of the planned, 146-home subdivision began 
last Fall, after developers cut down hundreds of mature 
oak trees, some of which were more than 200 years old. 
On September 22, workers discovered the phrase "Fuck 
you, tree killer" spray-painted on tree-removal machines. 
In the early Spring, someone went for a joyride on a bull- 
dozer, and in May, a portable toilet was hooked to a ve- 
hicle and dragged around the construction site. 
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areas where currents meet. For ex- 
ample, one of the largest of these 
movements in the Atlantic is called 
the Central Gyre, and it moves in a 
clockwise circular pattern driven by 
the Gulf Stream. The Central Gyre 
concentrates heavily in the northern 
Sargasso Sea, a place that is also host 
to numerous spawning 
fish species. 

The number of float- 
ing plastic pellets found 
in the Sargasso Sea has 
been measured in excess 
of 9,000 parts per square 
mile. The same density 
has been found in the wa- 
ters off the southern coast 
of Africa. This study found 
that plastic pollution had 
increased in South African 
waters by 190 percent since 1989. 

Birds, turtles and fish mistake the 
tiny nodules for fisfi eggs. Garbage 
bags, plastic soda rings and styrofoam 
particles are regularly eaten by sea 
turtles. A floating garbage bag looks 
like a jellyfish to a turtle. The plastic 
clogs the turtle's intestines, robbing 
the animal of vital nutrients. This 
has been the cause of untold losses 
of turtles to starvation. All seven of 


the world's sea turtle species suffer 
mortality from both plastic ingestion 
and plastic entanglement. One turtle 
found dead off Hawaii carried over 
1,000 pieces of plastic in its stomach 
and intestines. And recently, a land- 
based turtle rescued from a Florida 
waterway was unable to submerge 


due to the amount of styrofoam 
trapped in its body, making it perma- 
nently buoyant. 

The amount of plastic pellets 
present on beaches is astonishingly 
high. In New Zealand, one beach 
was found to contain more than 
80,000 pellets per square yard. Thus, 
it is not so far-fetched to suggest that 
people are literally sunbathing on 
plastic beaches. I have stopped my 


ship in mid-ocean and found flip- 
flops, suntan oil bottles, plastic soda 
bottles, garbage bags and even large 
industrial plastic sheets. In each 
place sampled, we have also found 
plastic pellets. 

Once, on the bottom of the Medi- 
terranean, off the coast of France, I 
witnessed a scene that ap- 
palled me. The entire bot- 
tom was made of plastic. 
Bottles and plastic bags 
swayed with the tide, re- 
placing the sea grasses 
and algae. It was especial- 
ly sad to see one little fish 
scurry to take cover from 
me in a sunken automo- 
bile tire. 

Brushing aside a drift- 
ing plastic bag, I spied a 
flicker of red on the bottom. What 
I found was a plastic face staring 
up at me with a great big smile and 
two enormous plastic ears. It was 
the decapitated head of a Mickey 
Mouse doll. 

It's a plastic sea out there. 

Captain Paul Watson is the founder 
of the Sea Shepherd Conservation So- 
ciety and a founding director of the 
Greenpeace Foundation. 


One turtle found dead off 
Hawaii carried over 1 ,000 
pieces of plastic in its 
stomach and intestines. 


ALF Liberates Goats from Military Research 
Lab in UK 

In July, the Ariimal Liberation Front (ALF) rescued nine 
goats from the QinetiQ Center for Human Sciences in the 
UK, and placed the animals in safe and caring homes. Qi- 
netiQ studies decompression sickness, which can occur in 
divers who surface too quickly, by placing goats in a hy- 
perbaric chamber and subjecting them to intense pressure 
variations. According to the ALF communique, "Every 
year dozens of goats are killed [by QinetiQ] in decompres- 
sion and recompression experiments.... The animals are 
used over and over, until the ordeal becomes too much 
and they die." 

QinetiQ, a defense technology corporation with ties to 
the British Ministry of Defense and the Carlyle Group, 
claims such experiments proved "useful" during the Kursk 
submarine disaster in 2001. This is a hollow rationaliza- 
tion, considering that all 118 people aboard the Kursk 
died. Other countries, such as France, use computer simu- 
lations and human trials to more accurately study decom- 
pression sickness. 

The ALF dedicated this action to Gari Allen, a former 
ALF prisoner who died in July. 


Sea Shepherd Flagship Escapes Detention in 
South Africa 

On June 15, the Sea Shepherd Conservation Society's 
(SSCS) flagship, the Farley Mowat, escaped from Cape 
Town, South Africa, after being detained there for nearly 
six months. 

When the Farley Mowat arrived in Table Bay Harbor on 
January 24, it was immediately detained by the South Af- 
rican Maritime Safety Authority (SAMSA) on the grounds 
that the ship did not have the proper commercial certifi- 
cation. The Farley Mowat, however, is registered as a pri- 
vate yacht, not a commercial vessel, and therefore had no 
way of obtaining the required documentation. SSCS spent 
months fighting this legal catch-22 in court. However, 
once it became clear that the Farley Mowat would not be 
allowed to leave, the crew decided to sneak out of Cape 
Town under cover of night. 

The Farley Mowat docked in South Africa at the end of 
last Winter's campaign against Japanese whaling in the 
Antarctic Whale Sanctuary. While detained, SSCS discov- 
ered that whale meat is illegally transferred between ships 
in Cape Town harbor — an indication that SAMSA's deten- 
tion order was politically motivated. 
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Losing Avalon, rinding Avalon 

When I heard of his reported death 

I was convinced it was murder 

another suffocation torture 

the victims with hoods over their heads 

in Guantanamo Bay, Iraq, Afghanistan. 

All I could see was his face 

looking at me so calmly 

in the desert Spring 

outside the info shop Catalyst 

where he made a home 

for Love and overt purpose. 

For two nights 
I woke up continuously, 
every time seeing his face — 
the second night I asked him 
again, again, again 
how it happened, 
his soul's departure — 
until he told me so calmly, 
mentioning the plastic bag, 
not confused, not surprised. 

I couldn't remember in the morning 

exactly what he said 

but I awoke 

from the third night 

thinking about the living, 

what to do for them, 

organizing, not despairing 

yet with the weight 

of memory against forgetting. 

For many suicides 

are still political murders 

as the system takes us by the throat 

and shakes us like helpless prey 

leering at us demonically, 

a crazed vampire, 

sucking out our spirit, 

using overwhelming force 

overtaking us in a frenzy 

of sterile consumption, 

reducing Society 

to mesmerized spectators. 


We must remember the Avalon 
he always set before us — 
that misty isle across the lake 
where knights were tamed 
wounds were healed 
harmony reigned 
under the gentle wise eyes 
of the magical matriarchy. 

That Avalon still awaits us 
if we find the strength to focus 
the stillness inside to center 
the buoyancy of spirit 
to row across the waters, 
follow the wild animal trails 
through the woods 
— as Avalon guided us 
on his night hikes — 
the courage to lose ourselves 
in the mists of risks 
to find what is worthwhile 
to commit ourselves fully 
as he did — to the Wild. 

— Karen Coulter 
2/7/06 around dusk 
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Endgame Poem 


To a Rattlesnake 


No one in Olympia in their right mind 
is out in the woods today, 
beneath these buckets of hard rain. 

I, unhindered by a right mind, 
am thoroughly blissfully drenched, 
though thoughtful as I carry the weight 
of reading Derrick's newest book. 

Not only are we going to crash, he says, 
the end of so-called civilization, 
but conscience requires of us 
that we fight like a mother bear 
to make it happen sooner. 

I really don't know what to do — 
but I've yet to get to volume two. 

He writes about our fine friend Jen, 
better known as Remedy, 
whose year-long symbiosis 
with a giant coastal redwood 
brought her joy and fear and fame, 
then years of swimming upstream 
in a polluted river of litigation. 

The ancient being she defended 
stands mutilated, a limbless pole, 

(though still alive and occupied) 
on the edge of another clearcut ruin. 

Now there's a Green Scare nightmare, 
and people I used to see downtown 
are in Eugene in jail cell hell, 
threatened with life sentences 
for killing trucks and tree farms. 

Jesus Christ with a monkey wrench, 
things are getting heavy now. 

As my cloddish monster boots 
stumble down the soggy trail, 

I watch for salamanders. 

This can be my epitaph: 

At Least He Watched For Salamanders. 

Derrick will visit our bookstore 
and I'll tell the good folks there: 

"Thanks for coming to Orca Books, 
and please turn off the damn cell phones. 
Better yet, and I'm sure Derrick agrees, 
put 'em on the floor and stomp on 'em. 
And now let's have a nice welcome 
for our friend Derrick Jensen." 

— Craig Oare 


My dear rattlesnake, how I appreciate thee! 

While strolling down this june moonlit forest lane 
our paths crossed and you rattled, 

"GET BACK!" 


I obeyed, being the guest in your home. 

Satisfied, your authority established, you went on. 

And that was that. 

How nobler and kinder than so many other humans I've known; 
Your honesty and mercy impresses me more than they, 
who will call you a friend just to lure you in to their trap, 
to use you, then discard you and/or give you a bum rap. 

I'd trust a rattlesnake before I would most any woman or man. 

At least I know where you're at. 

Your spirit is pure. 

Your intent is good. 

And that, my dear friend, is that. 


— Van Kelly 
1998 



Rotting Orange 


On the flight I take out an orange 
A brown spot covers part of it 
I cut it out and try to eat it 
but the orange is rotten to the core 


Later the plane flies over my childhood home 
Where once we played in fields and woods 
there are now suburbs and malls and highways 
The brown spot spreading from the city 
I want to cut it all out — 

but I too am part of it.... 


— Dwight Worker 

Send Poems to: 

Warrior Poets Society, 

POB IT^OI, Berkeley, CA^T/12-^01 
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Action in 



Laurel Sutherlin of the Oxygen Collective is suspended in a pod which blocks 
logging at the Mike's Gulch timber sale in the Siskiyou National Forest. This 
timber sale is the first incursion into an inventoried roadless area since the 
Roadless Rule was passed in 2001. 

Laurel was arrested hours later after a contracted climber lowered the pod 
(with Laurel in it) to waiting police. 

The predawn road blockade on the "Green Bridge" — which crosses the Il- 
linois River — followed years of lawsuits, rallies, public comment periods and 
actions, which have resulted in over 100 arrests. The most notable of these 
was a blockade on the same bridge in March 2005 (see EF!J May-June 2005). 


Support the South Central 10 

In recent months, activists from vandalism. One woman has been If you live in the Los Angeles area, 


around the country converged at 
the 14-acre South Central Farm, in 
Los Angeles, California, in order to 
help local residents defend their food 
security and sovereignty (see EF!J 
January-February 2006). Sadly, the 
farmers and their supporters were 
evicted from this inner-city oasis on 
June 13. 

On July 5, a number of activists 
placed their bodies in front of bull- 
dozers in an attempt to prevent the 
destruction of the farm. Ten activ- 
ists were arrested and charged with 
vandalism and trespassing. Three 
of them are facing particularly se- 
rious charges, including felony 


charged with assaulting a police of- 
ficer (for allegedly throwing a milk 
crate at a cop). Their trials began in 
late August and will likely continue 
through October. 

So far, the South Central 10 have 
not been receiving sufficient sup- 
port. According to one of the de- 
fendants, "The farm leadership and 
the supporters have disavowed the 
actions... taken on July 5, and are 
refusing to provide information, 
housing or any other form of sup- 
port." Moreover, the South Central 
10 are being represented by public 
defenders, who are frequently over- 
burdened. 


please help the South Central 10 by 
providing them with housing for the 
duration of their trials, helping them 
look for better lawyers, and organizing 
and attending rallies on court dates. 
Folks everywhere are encouraged to 
donate money and organize fundrais- 
ing events in order to help the defen- 
dants afford competent counsel, gas, 
food and other basic expenses during 
their trials. Finally, please call the Los 
Angeles district attorney at (213) 974- 
3512, and ask that the charges be re- 
duced or dropped completely. 

If you would like to help support the 
South Central 10, contact (916) 607- 
9141; eireannach_99@yahoo.cojn. 
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Root 
/ Force 

|N Demolishing Colonialism 
At Its Foundations 


The Problem 

The Earth is dying. No — the Earth is being killed. We are 
losing cultural and biological diversity at rates unheard of 
in the history of our species — and despite all our efforts, 
these rates are only accelerating. 

The Earth is being murdered by a global system that tor- 
tures and kills every human or nonhuman that it cannot 
dominate. This system kills hundreds of thousands of civil- 
ians each year in wars for oil and water. It tortures millions 
of nonhuman animals a year in laboratories and factory 
farms. It destroys indigenous communities, dispossesses 
small farmers, enslaves workers in fields and factories, and 
poisons every living thing with chemicals and radiation. 

War has been declared, and we are all losing. These are 
not opinions; these are well-known, well-documented 
truths. The question is: What are we going to do about it? 

From Defensive to Offensive 

Up to this point, resistance within the Empire's core 
(especially the US) has been overwhelmingly defensive in 
nature, focused on stopping a particular timber sale or de- 
velopment, the expansion of a particular corporation or 
the exploitation of a particular community. While this ap- 
proach has delivered some important victories, it has also 
left a significant gap in our efforts. 

No struggle — whether war or fistfight, physical or so- 
cial — can be won by someone who is always on the defen- 
sive. Consider: Even if we save all of the world's remaining 
wilderness, the chemical industry will still ultimately poi- 
son everything that lives. Communities around the world 
can throw back corporate invasion after corporate inva- 
sion, but another attack will always be just around the 
corner. If we intend to ever do more than win a few scat- 
tered victories while our world dies around us, we must 
take the offensive against the system that has created the 
need for all our struggles. 

Whatever we call this system — "neoliberalism," "capi- 
talism," "the state" or even "civilization" — it must be 
destroyed. As residents of the First World, we have an impor- 
tant advantage in this task: the same privilege that shields 


us from the brunt of the system's violence also provides 
us with access to its inner workings. That's the purpose of 
the Root Force campaign — to seek out and exploit strategic 
weak points in the system, thus hastening its collapse. 

Make no mistake — this is not about reform. This is not 
about making the system kinder and gentler; it's about 
burying it forever. This is revolution. This is war. 

Attacking the System's Weak Points 

If you want to bring the system down, the first thing 
to do is identify a significant weakness, such as: the US 
economy is entirely dependent upon imports. First World 
economies are founded on colonialism; without a con- 
stant influx of cheap labor and raw materials from around 
the world, the lights would go out, the factories would 
shut down, and the system would collapse. Cheap labor, 
of course, means forcing people into poverty and keeping 
them there; cheap materials means turning living ecosys- 
tems into dams, mines and two-by-fours. Historically and 
in the modern day, the US's favored source of pillage and 
slaves has always been Latin America. Constrict the flow 
from the south, and the entire system will feel the pinch. 

We can do this. The political and business leaders of the 
continent recognize this weakness. That's why a major 
focus of every American government is expanding the 
infrastructure of "trade" to accelerate the extraction and 
transport of resources to the wealthy North (e.g., projects 
like the Plan Puebla Panama). On one level, this means 
more megadams, electrical and communication grids, 
ports and superhighways. On another level, it means 
punching these projects into relatively untouched ecolo- 
gies and dislocating the sustainable, Earth-based cultures 
that live there — forcing the people into wage slavery and 
enabling the logging, mining and all-out destruction of 
some of the most biodiverse spots on the globe. 

The unstated reason for the push behind these projects is 
that as resources start to run out around the world, the US 
will need to import an ever-increasing volume of raw mate- 
rials just to sustain its consumer lifestyle. Prevent this from 




happening, and we are not just defending this hemisphere's 
most important reservoirs of cultural and ecological diver- 
sity; we are undermining the foundations of the whole sys- 
tem. That's the purpose of the Root Force campaign. 

Root Force: Demolishing Colonialism at its 
Foundations 

The system is a vast, interconnected machine and is 
therefore highly vulnerable. Pressure applied at one stra- 
tegic point is felt everywhere. For this reason, Root Force 
targets a small number of specific infrastructure projects 
at a time. Usually, these projects are already facing fierce 
resistance from local affected communities, to which we 
add our own brand of pressure: Every company that has 
anything to do with these colonial projects is a target of 
Root Force. Whether investors, construction companies, 
public relations firms or "unrelated" companies owned by 
someone who is spearheading these genocidal projects, all 
collaborators will be held accountable. 

Root Force publicizes information about these collabo- 
rators, and that's where you come in: We need autono- 
mous affinity groups around the US to step up and take 
action, finding creative ways to pressure each of these 
companies and their key employees. If a company pulls 
out of the project, we'll back off. Until then, diversity of 
tactics and no compromise are the buzzwords. Flood 
them with letters and faxes, driving home the message 
that their behavior is unacceptable. Take direct action and 
cost them the money that they value more than lives. Or 
use psychological warfare and take the accountability di- 
rectly to the key employees, the architects of genocide. 
Shame them to their neighbors; confront them with their 
crimes; deprive them of any rest or sanctuary. 

We need it all. We need to overwhelm them and raise 
the costs of business until we drive away all the sources of 
funding for these ecocidal projects. When one project is 
cancelled, we'll to go on to the next, and the next. As we 
do this, the entire system will feel the pinch. 

This is a strategy that has worked particularly well for 
the anti-vivisection movement, with impacts felt even 
by the pharmaceutical and construction industries. It has 
also been used to great effect by the anti-apartheid move- 
ment, ACT UP and others. By uniting to take down one 
target at a time and attacking the weak points inherent in 
global capitalism, a disparate and unfocused movement 
can become a serious powerhouse. 

Bringing the War Home 

It's long past time for people in the First World to rise up 
and say "NO" to the genocide and ecocide that are waged 
to sustain this way of life. Peasants are massacred and in- 
digenous lifeways are eradicated in Latin America to pro- 
vide cars, toilet paper and soybeans for North Americans. 
Hundreds of species a day are driven extinct, and the politi- 
cians, business leaders and media personalities claim that 
it's being done for us. But we don't want this world. We want 
a world where all beings — human and nonhuman — have 
lives of freedom and dignity, where we live in harmony 
with the Earth and not in a state of constant war. "We want 
a world where many worlds fit," where people are free to not 
be consumers, workers or Europeans. And isn't it long past 



time for privileged North Americans to stand up and de- 
fend the right of indigenous people to remain indigenous? 

There is something powerful in that message. There is 
power in saying that we, the supposed beneficiaries of this 
system, will no longer tolerate it. There is power in not 
just "dropping out," but striking back. And that is some- 
thing that, ultimately, the system cannot endure. 

On April 17, 2006, Subcomandante Marcos of the Zap- 
atista National Liberation Army said, "What we are pre- 
paring is an uprising... but one that will not end simply 
with putting in another [government] that is not oppress- 
ing us. Rather, it will not end until we have destroyed the 
system that keeps us in misery; the system that wants to 
dispossess us of our land; the system that expels us from 
our country to seek work on another side; the system that 
wants to destroy nature; and the system that wants to kill 
us as we are — as Indian people, as farmers." 

On the other side of an imaginary line, we are also pre- 
paring an uprising. Or maybe it's the same uprising, be- 
cause after all it's the same system. And we, too, will not 
rest until the forces of colonialism have been destroyed. 
Until no one can commit genocide at work, then go home 
and pretend that everything is OK. Until we have demol- 
ished the system that is killing not just Latin America, but 
ourselves and everything we love. 

That's what Root Force means. We're the forces of na- 
ture, of history, and we're demolishing colonialism at 
its foundations. All around the country, all around the 
world, we'll turn the forces of destruction back, until this 
whole sick system has no option left but to crumble and 
leave us free. 



What is Globalized Infrastructure ? 

The PPP, URSA and Colonialist Alphabet Soup 


"The neoliberal globalization of capitalism is based on 
exploitation, plunder, contempt and repression for those 
who resist it — in other words , the same as before, only now 
globalized 

— Zapatista National Liberation Army, "Sixth 
Declaration from the Lacandon Jungle" 


What Is Infrastructure? 

The word "infrastructure" describes the physical basis 
of an economy — the transportation, electrical and com- 
munications networks required for 
the extraction and movement of re- 
sources. Specific examples of infra- 
structure include highways, railways, 
ports, dams, mines, oil and gas pipe- 
lines, power plants, power lines and 
telecommunications cables. Until this 
groundwork is laid, industrial produc- 
tion is simply impossible. 

Infrastructure Projects in the 
Americas 

Expanding "international trade in- 
frastructure" is one of the top priori- 
ties for business and political leaders 
throughout the Americas. The best- 
known example is a megaproject 
called the Plan Puebla Panama (PPP), 
introduced in 2001 . Originally, the PPP 
included a variety of highways, ports, 
dams and other projects throughout 
southern Mexico and Central America. 

Widespread popular resistance, however, forced the region's 
governments to backtrack on their rhetoric. The most con- 
troversial projects, including all dams, were officially re- 
moved from the plan. But this was a change on paper only, 
as none of the "removed" projects actually lost their fund- 
ing or government endorsement. In 2003, Mexican officials 
were instructed to stop making public statements about the 
PPP, and the projects continue in relative secrecy. 

In South America, every country — from the US-backed, 
fascist state of Colombia to "revolutionary, socialist" Ven- 
ezuela — is involved in the South American Regional Infra- 
structure Integration Initiative (IIRSA), nearly identical to 
the PPP in concept and design. Throughout the Americas, 
similar projects are under way, although not necessar- 
ily under the umbrella of a megaproject like the PPP or 
IIRSA. Yet no matter how individual projects are classified, 
they are all part of a stated plan to integrate the Americas 
into one massive transportation, electrical and commu- 
nications network. Together, these projects will provide 


the infrastructure necessary for the Central American Free 
Trade Agreement (CAFTA) and, eventually, the Free Trade 
Area of the Americas (FTAA). 

Infrastructure as Colonialism 

These globalized infrastructure 
projects are colonialism, plain and 
simple, designed to guarantee a sup- 
ply of cheap materials and labor to 
the wealthy North at the expense 
of local communities. By no coin- 
cidence, they are overwhelmingly 
slated for territories of indigenous 
or campesino (subsistence farmer) 
peoples. 

These territories hold two powerful 
attractions for modern colonialists, 
just as they always have. First of all, 
Earth-based cultures tend to live in 
highly biodiverse areas, where there 
are still "resources" to be exploited 
(intact forests for lumber; intact land 
above oil or minerals; intact, un- 
dammed rivers). The second advan- 
tage is just as important: If members 
of traditional societies can be forced off their land by high- 
ways, dams or other such projects, they instantly become 
a cheap work force. 

The PPP is explicit in this second goal, incorporating a 
massive belt of maquiladoras (export-oriented sweatshops) 
in southern Mexico, in order to "exploit the competitive 
advantage" offered by the region's crushing poverty. The 
IIRSA likewise encourages the creation of industrial and 
agricultural zones dependent on cheap labor. 

Of course, none of the benefits of these projects will flow 
to local communities. To give just one example, the power 
generated by PPP-associated dams is to be integrated into 
a massive Mexican/Central American grid and then sold 
to the southwestern US. 

These goals have been explicitly stated time and again 
by the corporate/government architects of these plans. 
Cheap labor, cheap resources, benefits flowing to the 
wealthy and powerful — it's the classic blueprint of colo- 
nial exploitation. 



La Parota Dam 

Campesin@s blockade construction , 
CFE murders organizers and 
EZLN threatens war 


La Parota, a 765-megawatt hydroelectric dam slated 
for the Papagayo River in Guerrero, Mexico, is a classic 
infrastructure expansion project in all the worst ways. 
Ecological devastation, massive dislocation and cultural 
disruption, and the imprisonment and murder of those 
who resist — all so the wealthy can have more electricity. 

In 2003, Mexico's Federal Electric Commission (CFE) 
officially proposed the construction of La Parota on the 
Papagayo. This river flows southwest down through the 
Sierra Madre del Sur mountain range, joining with the 
Omilan River and then con- 
tinuing to the Pacific Ocean. 

The construction of La Parota, 
which is expected to cost the 
Mexican people US$800 mil- 
lion, would submerge 43,000 
acres of forest and farmland 
along the banks of the Papa- 
gayo, displacing at least 25,000 
campesinas and campesinos from 
the Communal Lands of Caca- 
huetepec. Like all large dams, 

La Parota would decrease down- 
stream water quality and dry out 
nearby watersheds. Furthermore, the loss of nutrient-filled 
water from upstream would degrade soil and increase its sa- 
linity. Fisheries would be destroyed, and the incidence of wa- 
terborne diseases such as malaria would likely increase. 

Large dams are also significant contributors to global 
warming. As the tremendous biomass of a tropical forest 
decays beneath a reservoir, it gives off greenhouse gases. 
Dams in tropical regions have been shown to produce 
anywhere from two to 40 times as much carbon dioxide as 
an equivalent coal-fired plant. 

Finally, communities downstream of dams are at risk of 
catastrophic flooding should the dam spill over or burst — 
a particular concern with La Parota, which would be built 
above the San Andreas Fault. 

The plants and animals that cannot tolerate these and 
other environmental changes will be forced to relocate or 
die, just like the campesin@s. And while the CFE claims 
that it will provide dislocated farmers with new land, this 
land would be in a different ecology and of poorer quality. 
Most of the folks who are forced off of their land will end 
up in the cities, having lost the means to provide food 
and water for themselves, and forced to work in maquila- 
doras. Widespread depression and suicide have inevitably 
resulted from similar "relocations." 

The reason for this blatant genocide and ecocide? Electric- 
ity generated from La Parota would be incorporated into an 
international energy grid and used to power factory-centers, 


maquiladora corridors, tourist cities (such as Acapulco, 19 
miles from the proposed site) and the southwestern US. Wa- 
ter from the reservoir would be diverted from downstream 
communities to Acapulco. 

The CFE made no attempt to include the campesin@s in 
the decision-making process regarding La Parota. In July 
2003, without seeking permission, the commission sent in 
machinery to build two tunnels to divert the flow of the Pa- 
pagayo River. Farmers from multiple communities organized 
road blockades and encampments to keep CFE equipment 

out of the area. The ongoing 
roadblocks have been largely 
successful, and the CFE has 
been forced to pull out most of 
its equipment. In October 2003, 
protests against La Parota were 
staged in local communities, 
Acapulco and Chilpancingo, 
the state capital — where they 
were 30,000 strong. The pro- 
testers' message was clear: "We 
are ready to die for the land." 

In the face of growing resis- 
tance, the CFE was forced to 
change its tactics. In April 2004, it held an assembly in 
which it bribed locals to vote in favor of the dam. Some 
of these people had been convinced that the dam would 
bring jobs to the area — a myth that is gaining some sup- 
port and turning locals against each other. With the help 
of 1,500 police and federal agents, the CFE was also able to 
scare away many who wanted to vote against the dam. 

In June 2004, construction equipment was brought in 
by force, and police escorted engineers and laborers to the 
dam site. On July 27, undercover police and soldiers, who 
were monitoring one of the blockades, arrested and beat 
a leader in the struggle against La Parota, along with his 
sister. The following day, another organizer was arrested. 
They were released in August following an international 
support campaign. 

That same month, locals banded together to form the 
Council of Ejidos and Communities in Opposition to La 
Parota Dam (CECOP), joining forces with the national Move- 
ment of Persons and Communities Affected by Dams and in 
Defense of Rivers (the ejido is a form of communal landhold- 
ing established after the Mexican Revolution). Meanwhile, 
campesin@s and researchers from across Mexico challenged 
the CFE's environmental impact statement in court. 

Because of legal challenges and massive resistance, the 
building of La Parota has technically been suspended. Flow- 
ever, the government's suspension does not mean much. 
In April 2006, three community leaders were murdered 







by dam supporters. Some locals believe that the CFE 
is paying people to assassinate key movement leaders. 
Regardless, it is certainly dividing people and inciting 
them to harm one another. The people directly oppos- 
ing La Parota are facing intimidation, imprisonment 
and death. It seems that the CFE is only biding its time, 
waiting for the resistance to die down, so that the dam 
can go forward. 

On April 16, 2006, the Zapatista National Liberation 
Army upped the stakes in the struggle, threatening 
armed resistance in solidarity with CECOP. Speaking in 
Aguacaliente, Guerrero, Subcomandante Marcos said, 

"We bring a very simple message from... the indigenous 
commanders who represent the Zapatista communities 
in the mountains of the Mexican Southeast.... In simple 
words, our commitment is that they will only be able to 
build this dam with a war in the Mexican Southeast." 

The privatization of nature is nothing new. Throughout 
the world, the powerful gain more power by dominating 
the Earth and its inhabitants, turning life into a commod- 
ity. The construction of La Parota would privatize the wa- 
ter that flows through the Papagayo River; the water that 


once gave life to the surrounding land, creatures and peo- 
ple would become a commodity for the powerful and their 
armies. The people who live with the Papagayo River are 
ready to die to protect it. What are we willing to do to bring 
an end to an empire of enslavement and murder? 


Infrastructure Expansion, 

Migration and 

Radical Border Solutions 


In the past few years, public atten- 
tion in the US has increasingly fo- 
cused on the issue of so-called “illegal 
immigration." In April 2005, a vigi- 
lante group called the Minuteman 
Project undertook armed patrols of 
the Arizona-Mexico border, allegedly 
to help capture undocumented mi- 
grants. A year later, the mainstream 
was shaken when millions of im- 
migrants and their supporters (one 
million in Los Angeles alone) took 
to the streets in protest of new bills 
that would further criminalize immi- 
grants and militarize the US-Mexico 
border. Liberal pundits declared the 
birth of a new civil rights move- 
ment, while those on the right began 
to mutter about the possibility of a 
coming culture or race war. 

Liberal solutions have predictably 
failed to address the root causes of 
migration or the sources of racist 
injustice. Amnesty and legalization 
will undeniably make life better for 
migrants currently living in the US, 


but they will do nothing to prevent 
yet more indigenas and latinos from 
being driven from their homes, and 
they will do nothing to change the 
US economy's dependence on cheap 
migrant labor. 

A truly radical analysis of migration 
must acknowledge that most migrants 
would prefer to stay home, but des- 
perate circumstances force them to 
risk their lives in the hopes of finding 
work in the US. It must recognize the 
effect of treaties like the North Ameri- 
can Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA), 
which forces hundreds of thousands of 
campesin@s off their land every year by 
dumping cheap, subsidized, US corn 
on the Mexican market (according to 
some estimates, migration across the 
US's southern border has tripled since 
NAFTA went into effect in 1994). It 
must take into account the way that 
CAFTA will exacerbate the problem, 
and it must acknowledge the role of 
infrastructure projects like the PPP in 
facilitating these trade agreements. 


Infrastructure projects, in and of 
themselves, also dislocate millions 
of people every year. The World 
Commission on Dams estimates 
that those directly displaced by dam 
construction in the last 60 years 
number 40-80 million worldwide. 
In Latin America, these disloca- 
tions inevitably feed northward 
migration. 

A truly radical solution to the 
plight of migrants in US society 
must address the underlying causes 
of this migration. It must not only 
defend the safety of those who 
choose to migrate, it also must de- 
fend the right of indigenous and 
campesin peoples to preserve their 
lands and cultures — to live at home, 
with dignity, if that is their wish. It 
must address the racist, colonialist 
economy that demands cheap labor 
and forces migrants and people of 
color into these roles. Attacking the 
infrastructure of this colonialism 
might be a good place to start. 


El Anillo Periferico 

Keystone of the PPP 


Just as the PPP lays the foundations necessary for CAFTA 
and eventually the FTAA, the entire PPP hinges on San 
Salvador's Anillo Periferico highway. According to Action 
for Community and Ecology in the Rainforests of Central 
America, the Anillo Periferico is the "critical node around 
which... the entire PPP network [gravitates]." 

The city of San Salvador, capital of 
El Salvador, occupies a critical posi- 
tion in American geography. The Cen- 
tral American isthmus is a bottleneck 
through which all commerce between 
South and North must pass. The sim- 
plest way to move land cargo across 
Central America is the Pan-American 
Highway, which passes right through 
San Salvador. Currently, such cargo 
loads must travel through the center of 
the city, leading to the kinds of delays 
familiar to anyone who has ever driven 
through a major urban center. Hence 
the plan for a highway bypass: the 
Anillo Periferico, or Peripheral Ring. 

As a part of the PPP, the Anillo 
Periferico was initially conceived in 2001 as a project of 
the Salvadoran government, with US$1 billion in fund- 
ing from the Inter- American Development Bank (IDB). It 
would be 7 lanes wide, running a 44-mile (70-kilometer) 
circuit around the city. The government has promised 
that the highway would reduce traffic and gas use in the 


city, as well as increasing the accessibility from one part of 
the city to another. This happy picture is a lie, of course, 
and as that lie became apparent, the government's plans 
quickly began to unravel. 

The first problem with the story is that the Anillo Peri- 
ferico, as planned, would not encircle the San Salvador 
metropolitan area; rather, it would 
circle the urban center, punching 
directly through densely populated 
communities at the city's outskirts. 
In the past few decades, hundreds of 
thousands of rural inhabitants have 
migrated to El Salvador's cities be- 
cause of poverty and war; estimates 
suggest that up to one in three Salva- 
dorans was displaced by the country's 
12-year civil war. Now tens of thou- 
sands of these same families stand to 
be dislocated by the Anillo Periferi- 
co. Inhabitants of the communities 
that are not destroyed will be cut off 
from relatives in other villages and 
from the city center where many of 
them work. In fact, even a study by the government's Sal- 
vadoran Fund for Pre-Investment Studies predicted that 
the highway would actually make transportation into and 
out of the city more difficult. 

But can't people just use the new highway to get 
around? In fact, the Anillo Periferico will have precisely 



Some Architects of Infrastructure Expansion 

in Latin America 


Inter-American Development 
Bank (IDB/IADB) 

The IDB (or BID, in Spanish) is 
composed of 47 member countries 
from across the world, with those 
of the Global North being the lend- 
ers, and those in Latin America and 
the Caribbean being forced into 
debt. The IDB operates by lending 
impoverished countries money to 
build infrastructure projects such as 
roads and dams; repaying the debt 
incurred by these projects then forc- 
es the borrowing countries to cut 
social programs. In case after case, 
IDB projects have led to the priva- 
tization of social services, land and 



water; the destruction of ecosystems; 
the militarization of borders; and the 
virtual enslavement of 
low- wage factory workers. 

The IDB is the primary 
financial institution be- 
hind the planning, financ- 
ing and execution of the 
PPP. It has been called 
the "World Bank of Latin 
America"; however, even 
the World Bank's dismal 
environmental and hu- 
manitarian standards are 
more stringent than those of the IDB. 

A list of everyone who works at the 


While that might be a fun and prof- 
itable project for someone living in 
the Washington, DC 
area, the rest of you will 
have to make do with 
just one sample terrorist: 

Guillermo Calvo, chief 
economist and research 
department manager, 
(202) 623-2843. Calvo 
is also the current presi- 
dent of the International 
Economic Association. 
Guillermo Calvo He was senior advisor 
in the Research Department of the 
International Monetary Fund from 


IDB could easily fill dozens of pages. 1988-1994. He has testified before 



zero benefit for those San Salvadorans without personal 
vehicles — more than 80 percent. Only one of the road's 
stated purposes is accurate: to transport maquiladora- 
assembled goods through Central America to markets 
in the North and South. Those who stand to be affected 
by the highway agree; when surveyed, 93 percent could 
think of no personal benefit from the project. 

It is not only the neighborhoods in the highway's path 
that stand to be harmed by its construction. El Salvador has 
already lost 98 percent of its forest cover, making it the sec- 
ond most deforested country in the Americas. Yet 80,000 
trees are to be clearcut in order to make way for the Anillo 
Periferico, some in protected ecological areas such as El Es- 
pino Reserve. This cutting is taking place on the slopes of 
the San Salvador Volcano, with a further 30 feet (10 meters) 
of soil to be excavated for construction. The communities 
on the volcano's slopes already live under constant threat 
of landslides, which are exacerbated by deforestation. 

Trees and other vegetation hold soil together even in the 
torrential rains that visit the tropics every Summer; when 
this cover is removed, catastrophe results. In 1998, mud- 
slides and floods accounted for the majority of the 18,000 
deaths caused by Hurricane Mitch in Central America; 
aerial surveys found that the vast majority of slides oc- 
curred on deforested slopes, while very few occurred on 
slopes that retained their forest cover. Increased flooding 
and erosion also stand to degrade the aquifers that all life 
in the region depends on; deforested slopes are less absor- 
bent, leading, to a steady and inevitable depletion of the 
area's water recharge zones. 

Resistance to the Anillo Periferico has been fierce from 
the beginning. More than 39 communities have declared 
themselves opposed to the project and lodged complaints 
with the Ministry of Public Works (MOP). Many of these 
communities have banded together to form the Association 
of Communities Affected by the Anillo Periferico (ACAP), 


which has organized popular mobilizations against a va- 
riety of the national and international institutions push- 
ing the project. In October, 2002, El Salvador was paralyzed 
when 28,000 protesters against the Anillo Periferico blocked 
highways, bridges and border crossings nationwide. 

The government and the IDB were quickly forced into 
damage-control mode. Originally, the highway was to be 
built in four major stages, with a completion date of 2012. 
In 2002, however — the same year that the eastern portion 
was supposed to be completed — the IDB cut funding for 
the project, handing it off to the less transparent Central 
American Economic Integration Bank (BCIE). Immediate- 
ly, the IDB began to insist that the Anillo Periferico was no 
longer part of the PPP. 

Work on the eastern portion was completed in 2004. 
The revised construction schedule has the western portion 
slated for 2006-2008, the southern for 2010-2012 and the 
northern for 2013-2015. However, roadwork on the south- 
ern portion began in April 2004. Because the government 
is no longer willing to identify specific constructions as 
part of the Anillo Periferico, it is difficult to determine if 
the work underway is part of the highway proper or is 
"just" a connecting road. 

Construction in the west also began in September 2005. 
When road-building crews first arrived for work, they were 
confronted by a blockade of machete-wielding protesters. 
Unfortunately, the crews managed to bypass the block- 
ades and resume work. 

Nonetheless, the bulk of the highway remains unbuilt, 
and resistance is still strong. The MOP appears to be leav- 
ing the most controversial sections of the highway for last, 
but these are also the weak links that can cause the "ring" 
to remain incomplete. A plethora of multinational com- 
panies are already up to their elbows in this project; stra- 
tegic pressure from the North could still cause the whole 
thing to fail. 


the US Congress on "the 1994 Mexi- 
can crisis." Zapatistas, anyone? 

The headquarters of the Inter- 
American Development Bank are 
located at 1300 New York Ave 
NW, Washington, DC 20577, USA; 
www.iadb.org. 

Central American Economic 
Integration Bank (BCIE) 

The BCIE is a regional develop- 
ment bank in the vein of the World 
Bank or IDB, with an exclusive focus 
on Central America. It is the largest 
financial institution in the area; the 
IDB has jokingly referred to it as 
"our ATM in the region." Sixty per- 
cent of the bank's portfolio is direct- 
ed toward infrastructure projects, 
approximately $1.6 billion. 

In recent years, the BCIE has 
rapidly taken on a role as the IDB's 


junior partner in funding PPP-re- 
lated projects. Because the BCIE is 
even less transparent than the IDB 
and has virtually no environmental 
or social standards for the projects 
it finances, it has increasingly taken 
over funding for the most contro- 
versial and destructive projects from 
the IDB. 

BCIE, Edificio Sede, Bulevar Suyapa, 
Aptdo Postal 772, Tegucigalpa, Hon- 
duras; (504) 240-2243; (504) 240- 
2185 (fax). 

Mexico's Federal Electricity 
Commission (CEE) 

The CFE is a loosely regulated fed- 
eral entity responsible for the cre- 
ation, maintenance, expansion and 
oversight of all electricity produced 
in Mexico. The Mexican Constitu- 
tion explicitly states, "Electricity as a 


public service [is] the exclusive do- 
main of the state. Private contracts 
will not be awarded in this arena." 
Nevertheless, the CFE has been 
steadily facilitating the privatiza- 
tion of Mexico’s electricity. 

The CFE uses its position in the 
federal government to wield ex- 
traordinary power. It has gone so 
far as offering to fully finance lo- 
cal politicians' campaigns in ex- 
change for their endorsement of 
controversial projects. 

Comision Federal de Electricidad, 
2a. Secc. Del Bosque De Chapulte- 
pec — Museo Technologico, Miguel 
Hidalgo, Miguel Hidalgo, DF, Mex- 
ico; www.cfe.gob.mx. 

Ing. Alfredo Elias, AYUB, General 
Director, 5229-4400 x90000, 90001, 
90002, 90003 (phone); 5533-5321 
(fax); alfredo.elias@cfe.gob.mx. 



Get Involved with Root Force! 


Take Direct Action 

Root Force is a decentral- 
ized campaign founded on 
affinity groups taking auton- 
omous action, and it needs 
your creativity and passion. 
There is almost certainly a 
Root Force target near you, 
happily getting away with 
murder. You don't need any 
centralized body's permis- 
sion to take action, and you 
don’t need to check in. Just 
take direct action against any 
Root Force target, whether 
at their main office, one of 
their chain stores or at the 
CEO's vacation home! 

No one can tell you what 
action to take, because only you and your affinity group 
know what your skills, interests and unique advantages 
are. But when planning direct actions, here are a few 
things to consider: 

Get Creative: Blockades and other classic direct-action 
tactics are great, but there's a lot more that can be done. 
Remember that at the other end of every direct action is 
a person whose ways you want to change. What is the 
best way to reach them? It might be simply to cost them 
money, along with a witty or militant message making 
it clear why the action has been taken. It might be more 
psychological: in other campaigns, activists have visited 
the bad guys at home or at church; wanted posters have 
been handed out to their neighbors; people's water has 
been shut off and the valve sealed with concrete; mortuar- 
ies have inexplicably sent coffins to pick up living people's 
bodies; embarrassing magazine subscriptions have started 
arriving at people's offices... the possibilities are endless! 

Don't Get Caught. Jail sentences for even minor acts of civil 
disobedience are skyrocketing. Before doing any direct ac- 
tion, seriously consider whether you're willing to face prison 
time rather than testify against a comrade. If the answer is 
no, stick to legal actions! Also, try to think of ways to do your 
action without getting arrested. Maybe instead of taking 
over someone's office, you could do a lightning raid — charg- 
ing inside wearing masks, screwing up the computers with 
magnets or just by pulling out all the cables, then scattering! 
For literature about security culture, contact us. 


Use the Media, Don't Get Used: Be smart with your com- 
muniques and press releases; make sure that communi- 
ques about covert actions are sent untraceably. Be sure 
to make the link between your action and the particular 
project being targeted (e.g., La Parota or the Anillo Peri- 
ferico). It's unnecessary, however — and may bring more 
law-enforcement pressure — to claim that you took an ac- 
tion in order to bring down the system. Likewise, there is 
no need to claim your actions as "Root Force" actions. The 
larger Root Force strategy can function even if targets are 
ignorant of it. 

Nevertheless, we encourage everyone to send a short 
summary of their actions to the contact address below. A 
diary of actions will be posted on the Root Force website 
as a source of ideas, inspiration and amusement. 

For the most up-to-date information on current Root 
Force targets, visit www.rootforce.org. To receive email 
alerts and updates on new targets, email us and ask to 
be put on our listserv. Information on targets can also be 
mailed via the US Postal Service. 

The Root Force Road Show 

Root Force Road Shows travel the country periodi- 
cally, doing presentations for colleges, community orga- 
nizations or just groups of friends, to build momentum 
around the revolutionary Root Force strategy. Inspiring 
musicians, witty puppet shows and fiery speeches are just 
some of the treats you're in for when the Root Force Road 
Show rolls into town! For upcoming tour dates or to book 
a road show stop, just contact us! 

Root Force Merchandise 

We have Root Force merchandise like T-shirts and patch- 
es, as well as other great resources (CDs, DVDs, posters, 
books, etc.) that we sell or recommend. For lists and prices 
of Root Force merchandise, visit the website or contact us. 

Join the Uprising! 

With your participation, the Root Force campaign can 
be a potent tool to help bring this system down. But it 
needs you. Research and road shows are not enough: To 
make this strategy work, we need action. We need you. 
The whole planet needs you. 

It's time to make "solidarity" and "revolution" more 
than just empty words. It’s time to renounce a First- World 
privilege founded on genocide and extinction. It's time to 
bring the war home. 



Root Force: Demolishing 



Colonialism At Its 

OUNDATIONS 


Root Force, PO Box 
1302, Tucson, AZ 85702; 
info@rootforce*org; 
www.rootforce.org. 




is Spanish for 
Insatiable 



GOLD-DIGGERS PREPARE TO MOVE GLACIERS IN SEARCH OF PROFIT 


BY Pippi THE Rat 

Are you cheering the pace of climate change? Can't get rid 
of those retreating glaciers fast enough? Then the Toronto- 
based Barick Gold Mining Corporation has a gift for you. 

These insatiable gold-diggers have located the mother lode: 
1.5 million pounds of gold, the largest untapped source on 
the planet. However, this deposit is hidden beneath three 
glaciers in the San Felix Valley, a fragile oasis in Chile's Atac- 
ama Desert. So Barick is proposing to remove the three gla- 
ciers to get at the gold in the Pascua Lama Mine. 

Nobody's ever attempted to remove glaciers before — 
although global warming is doing an admirable job with- 
out any additional assistance. In a process dubbed "ice 
relocation," Barick wants to chip the ice into manageable 
chunks, truck it off-site and create a fourth glacier. 

Barick estimates the project will cost $1.5 billion over 20 
years. That's a hefty price tag for controversial, untested 
technology, but the fact that the price of gold has more than 
doubled in the past five years provides a clear incentive. 

The glaciers feed two pristine rivers that provide the 
only water for the farmers of the Huasco Valley. And the 
Barick gold mine would use toxic sodium cyanide to ex- 
tract the precious metal — a common practice that pres- 
ents huge risks. 

"Around the world, the primary impacts of gold mining 
are usually on water," says Radhika Sarin, the international 
campaign coordinator for Earthworks, a Washington, DC- 
based mining watchdog group. "Mining requires large 
amounts of water and... contaminates the quality of the 
groundwater. It essentially pollutes for life." 

Last year, more than a thousand people protested Pascua 
Lama, in Santiago, Chile’s capital, and the northern city of 
Vallenar. When demonstrators tried to deliver a petition 
with more than 18,000 signatures to the presidential pal- 
ace, they were met with police violence. 


At a world mining conference in Santiago, Igor Gonza- 
les, the President of Barick Gold South America, told re- 
porters that the project’s remaining details were on track 
for final approval. "The biggest challenges we are facing 
by far, in both South America and Africa, are 'social' in 
nature," he said. 

But Denver-based Newmont Mining Corporation learned 
a few lessons about underestimating "social" challenges in 
2004, when local opposition to a Peruvian mine forced 
them to abandon the project. 

Deb Whittmer, Newmont's vice president of commu- 
nications, is clear on why that campaign was successful. 
"They were not just blockading the new exploration; they 
were blockading the road to our existing operation, which 
was the largest gold mine in Latin America. That cost us a 
lot of money and was very effective. 

"It was a very big deal," she admits. "We just can’t oper- 
ate in the old ways. You might have the legal right to go 
into an area, but if you don't have the social license to op- 
erate, you're not going to be successful. You'll get stopped 
in your tracks.” 

But in Chile, far from listening to local opinion, Barick 
is attempting to create it. It has purchased television ads 
highlighting the alleged social benefits of the mine and 
portraying the project as environmentally benign. Mean- 
while, the Ministry of the Interior has imposed a ban on a 
group of farmers who want to make a televised appeal to 
save their valley and homes. 

The locals in the San Felix Valley — and anyone else op- 
posed to this monstrosity — might take a cue from Peru- 
vian mining activists and start targeting Barick where it 
will hurt the most. 

Pippi the Rat climbs mountains, teaches womens self-defense 
and has worked as a journalist from southeast Alaska to south- 
east Asia. She's constantly amazed by the destructive powers of 
human greed. 
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how Earth First! 

got its gVOOVC back 


by Dennis Fritzinger 

I knew I couldn't miss this year's Round River Rendez- 
vous — I've missed a few in the past — after reading the pre- 
rondy write-up in the Journal. And I wasn't disappointed; 
not only was the site awesome, there were also no mosqui- 
toes to speak of. There were no-see-ums, though, and tim- 
ber rattlers and copperheads — there were a few encounters, 
but nobody got bitten. Days ranged from hot and muggy 
to cool and rainy, and at night 60 degrees even felt cold. 

The Rondy committee hadn't organized a kitchen be- 
yond bringing equipment, but Scott arrived out of nowhere 
and immediately took over, getting plenty of kitchen help 
and donations of food, and everything ran smoothly from 
then on. Way to go, Scott! 

Shitters were a problem, since the committee had nixed 
the idea of renting porta-potties (too expensive) and in- 
stead settled on a plastic-bucket-and-toilet-seat arrange- 
ment (with sawdust to cover the poop and hand sanitizer 
to clean the hands). Unfortunately, the Freddies didn't 
like this solution, and we had some uncomfortable meet- 
ings with them until everything was resolved. 

Morning circles were laid back and usually ended late, 
but we still managed to get most of the workshops in, even 
if some had to be rescheduled. Workshops ranged from the 
Earth First! Journal to Deep Ecology and everything in be- 
tween, including the annual Warrior Poets meeting. There 
were plant walks, gender circles, rope climbing and even 
beer making. The highlight of the Journal meeting came 
when several people committed to short-terming, starting 
with this issue. A collective wave of relief went over those 
present — especially Josh and Oskar, who had been faced 
with putting out the Journal entirely by themselves. 

This year's rally was something special — the best one 
we've had in a long time. Unlike many in recent memo- 
ry — which were more like talent shows — this one really ral- 
lied. There were musicians, poets, crazy impromptu skits, 
speeches and a tight structure. We did it all without a sound 
system, which makes me think that maybe my insisting on 
one in the past was the wrong way to go. We had the rally 
in a meadow near the parking area/welcome table. Except 
for the chiggers that I picked up there, it was an ideal spot — 
easily accessible to any locals who wanted to come and eas- 
ily within reach of cars to get more beer or food from. 

This was the best Earth First! Rendezvous I've been to in 
a long time. The number of Katuahns who pitched in to 
make the Rondy happen — and the number of locals who 
dropped by to visit and tell us about their experiences 
with the coal industry — was awesome. While small by EF! 
standards (175-200 people in all), it still really rocked! I 
can think of a number of reasons. 


First, Katuah EF! has been together for a long time, and 
folks are used to working together. Second, Katuah EF!ers 
are very focused, spending much of their time fighting 
mountaintop removal (MTR) mining, the signal issue in 
southern Appalachia. Their enthusiasm was very infec- 
tious. Third, they invited many locals who are long-time 
opponents of MTR — and who have roots in the area going 
back generations — to come speak to us and fill us ifi on 
whaUs going on. The locals were knowledgeable and In- 
spiring, and they clearly deserve our help. 

Larry Bush led a tour at an MTR site. We walked aroupd, 
looking at the devastated mountain, the pond filled with 
poisonous green water, the dirt sprayed with a mixture of 
weed seeds and green dye (so the company could say it 
had "reclaimed" the site), the crumbling shale and sand- 
stone and the odd pieces of coal sticking out of the dirt. 



This mine site had once looked like our campsite: 
lush, mixed hardwood forest with ferns everywhere, club 
moss, rhododendrons, tulip poplars, white oaks, thou- 
sands of American chestnut saplings, blueberries, poison 
ivy, sassafras, ginseng, chicory, Queen Anne's lace, hot- 
pink pea flowers and, of course, invasive kudzu. Now the 
mine site looked like Vietnam did after Rome plows and 
defoliant got through with it. It was as if the spot where 
we camped was the "before" photo, and the coalfield was 
the "after" photo. 

It's the "before" that we are trying to preserve. 

Dennis Fritzinger edits the Journal's poetry page and lives in 
Berkeley, California. 
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The State of 
the Journal 

A Report from the 2006 Round River Rendezvous 


by the EF!J Editorial Collective 

Putting together a magazine like the 
Earth First! Journal is never easy, but 
during the past few years the editorial 
collective has struggled with a num- 
ber of growing problems: a shrinking 
subscription base, declining merchan- 
dise sales, waning contributions from 
writers and artists, a frustrating lack 
of funds, an often inconsistent pool 
of short-term editor ap- 
plicants, a dwindling 
long-term editorial 
staff, and an overall 
shortage of movement 
participation and sup- 
port. Recognizing that 
the future of the Jour- 
nal depends upon the 
movement's response 
to these urgent con- 
cerns, the editorial col- 
lective arrived at the 
2006 Round River Ren- 
dezvous (RRR) on a mis- 
sion to devise concrete, 
practical and lasting 
solutions to these prob- 
lems. What follows is 
a summary of the EF! 

Journal discussion that 
occurred at the RRR. 

Staffing 

The editorial collective addressed 
staffing first, as all our other con- 
cerns can be traced back to this one 
problem. Before the RRR, multiple 
people had committed to working on 
this issue of the Journal as short-term 
editors, only to drop out at the last 
minute. We arrived at the RRR with 
two long-termers, zero short-termers 
and a genuine concern about wheth- 
er or not we would be able to put out 
this issue. Thus we emphasized our 


need for immediate short-term help. 
(Thankfully, someone at the RRR vol- 
unteered to return with us to Tucson, 
Arizona, and work on this issue of the 
Journal.) We also made it clear that it's 
important for the Journal to have a 
consistent level of movement partici- 
pation throughout the year. 

Ideally, the collective should con- 
sist of four long-term editors, plus 
one or two different short-termers 


each issue. Since January 2006, each 
issue has been produced by only two 
long-termers — Oskar and Josh — and 
two short- termers. Turtle, who had 
been an editor since the Journal 
moved to Tucson in 2001, has scaled 
back her responsibilities over the past 
year, and she is now involved only 
in a volunteer and support capac- 
ity. Volunteers who had handled ac- 
counting, taxes and distribution — all 
crucial and complicated tasks — have 
also left. 


The result is that a skeleton crew 
of two editors is now responsible for 
a wide range of duties that had once 
been handled by a half-dozen people: 
training short-termers and volunteers, 
soliciting and writing content, editing, 
layout, data entry, accounting, mass 
mailings, distribution management 
and more. With Journal production 
obviously taking priority, the collec- 
tive has been forced to neglect fund- 
raising, subscription 
boosting, merchandise 
sales, market analysis 
and other complicated 
tasks that are integral 
to the long-term stabil- 
ity and success of the 
Journal. We're left treat- 
ing the symptoms but 
ignoring the illness. 

Obviously, this is 
far from ideal, and it 
produces a very nasty 
feedback loop: Hav- 
ing fewer editors leads 
to more responsibility, 
which leads to more 
stress, which leads to 
burnout, which leads 
to fewer editors. Oskar 
has already exceeded 
his original commit- 
ment to the Journal and 
would like to transition to a volunteer 
role as soon as possible. Josh intends 
to stick around until 2008. However, 
neither can leave until replacements 
are found, and this kind of uncertain- 
ty makes the job even more stressful. 

Thus, the editorial collective em- 
phasized that our top priority is find- 
ing at least two new long-term editors 
within the next six months. Having 
a full collective would distribute the 
workload more fairly and efficiently, 
continued on next page 
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continued from previous page 
allow us to address areas of concern 
and undertake improvement projects, 
and permit editors to depart when 
their commitments are fulfilled. 

Location 

A number of people expressed con- 
cern that the Journal's location in 
Tucson might be contributing to our 
staffing problem. Could the extreme- 
ly hot Summers be deterring people? 
Would relocating the Journal help? If 
so, how would the current editorial 
collective feel about moving the Jour- 
nal in the near future? The collective 
explained that our primary concern 
is the health of the Journal. If moving 
the Journal would solve its problems, 
we would support the move. How- 
ever, choosing a new location and 
preparing for the move are compli- 
cated and difficult tasks, and the cur- 
rent collective would not endorse a 
move unless we felt that it was being 
handled responsibly. 


Presently, there are very few active 
EF! groups capable of adopting the 
Journal, which would severely limit 
the options. The Journal would need 
a community base strong enough to 
support it, without sapping energy 
from EF! campaigns or competing 
with other radical publications for at- 
tention. Should an EF! group decide 
that it wants the Journal, a formal re- 
location proposal would need to be 
presented at the next national gath- 
ering, discussed further and approved 
by consensus at the following RRR. 

But the process wouldn't stop there. 
Affordable and reliable infrastruc- 
ture — including office space, bank 
and post office accounts, a printer 
and other vendors — would have to be 
researched and acquired, funds raised 
and an official transition plan formu- 
lated. Most importantly, a transition 
team composed of incoming and out- 
going editors would work together in 
Tucson, relocate the office together 
and continue to produce the Journal 
in the new location until the new col- 
lective was prepared to assume full 


responsibility. This transition process 
alone can take up to a year. 

For these reasons, the Journal is not 
going anywhere until Summer 2008 
at the very earliest. We told folks at 
the RRR that while a move might of- 
fer a long-term solution to some of 
the Journal's problems, it does not ad- 
dress any of our immediate concerns. 
Whether the Journal stays in Tucson 
or moves elsewhere in two years, the 
collective still needs more long-term 
editors now. 

Subscriptions 

A shrinking subscriber base is an- 
other major concern that the collec- 
tive has not had time to sufficiently 
address. Of the approximately 6,t)00 
copies of the Journal printed each is- 
sue, about 900 are sent to paying, 
single-copy subscribers. (The remain- 
ing copies are sent out to EF! groups 
and other contacts, distributors, 
contributors and prisoners; used for 
tabling and outreach; or kept in our 


back issues archive.) The number of 
current subscribers is a fraction of 
what it was 10 or 15 years ago. This 
is a major problem for the Journal, 
considering that subscriptions gen- 
erate the majority of our income. So, 
selling new subscriptions is a crucial 
task. EF! groups and other contacts 
can keep five dollars from each $25 
subscription they sell while tabling — 
a great way to fund both local orga- 
nizing and the Journal ! 

Unfortunately, current subscription 
rates in areas with EF! groups are rarely 
much higher than areas without them. 
Oregon is the second-largest subscriber 
base in the country, with 88 subscrip- 
tions (eight percent of total subscrib- 
ers). Yet this is a very small number, 
considering Cascadia's long EF! legacy. 
The subscription rates in other regions 
with EF! groups are even more alarm- 
ing: Florida has 36 subs (3 percent of 
the national total), North Carolina has 
18 (2 percent), Maine has 15 (1 per- 
cent) and Tennessee has 6 (less than 
one percent). Clearly, there is much 
work that can be done by local groups 


to boost these numbers. While the edi- 
torial collective should certainly take 
a leadership role in sub-boosting, this 
is yet another project that we do not 
currently have the personnel to effec- 
tively address. 

Distribution 

Most copies of the Journal are 
shipped to our distributors. Two hun- 
dred copies are sent directly to 20 
small distributors (bookstores, info- 
shops, food co-ops, etc.), while ap- 
proximately 3,000 copies are sent to 
eight large distributors, which then 
ship the magazine to numerous book- 
stores and newsstands throughout 
the US and Canada. While this helps 
to provide the Journal and the EF! 
movement with significant visibility, 
the substantial discounts and credits 
demanded by large distributors assure 
that we receive only a fraction of the 
cover price for each copy sold. 

For these reasons, we encouraged 
everyone at the RRR who regularly 
buys the Journal at bookstores, info- 
shops or newsstands to subscribe in- 
stead. And if you bought this copy at 
one of those places, we encourage you 
to do the same! We'll receive all the 
money you send us, not some minis- 
cule percentage. 

Distribution represents yet another 
area that is not receiving sufficient at- 
tention. We would like to perform a 
detailed distribution analysis to iden- 
tify small bookstores, markets and 
infoshops that might be willing to 
receive the Journal directly from us, 
rather than through corporate dis- 
tributors. We'd like to calculate each 
distributor's return rate in order to 
decide whether or not they're actu- 
ally selling enough copies to make 
it worth our while. And if they're 
requesting more copies than they 
can possibly sell, we'd like to reduce 
the number they receive in order to 
preserve our financial and natural 
resources. Once again, these tasks 
cannot be undertaken without more 
long-term editorial help. 

Survey Results 

This Spring, the collective sent a 
survey to about 80 former editors, 
long-time EF! organizers and con- 
tacts — those most qualified to make 
informed suggestions about the fu- 
ture of the Journal. We received 24 
responses and presented the results 


Our top five needs in descending order: 
long-term editors, short-term editors, 
subscription sales, article and artwork 
contributions, and fundraising. 
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at the RRR. Asked whether or not the 
Journal should stay at six issues per 
year or switch to four issues, 71 per- 
cent said stay at six issues, 21 percent 
supported four issues, four percent 
proposed a return to eight issues, and 
four percent ab- 
stained. Presented 
with a hypotheti- 
cal proposal to 
make the Journal 
a quarterly maga- 
zine (more like 
the now-defunct 
British publication 
Do or Die) and to 
start producing a 
monthly news tab- 
loid, 58 percent re- 
jected this idea, 29 
percent asked us to 
research it further, 
four percent sup- 
ported it, and eight 
percent abstained. 

With regard to 
newsstand sales, 71 
percent said they 
are important, 13 
percent said they don't matter, and 
17 percent abstained. Ninety-two per- 
cent supported the idea of including 
more ads from "green" businesses if 
it would help the Journal financially, 
four percent said no to more ads, 
while four percent abstained. Finally, 
58 percent said that it is important 
for the Journal to sell merchandise, 
29 percent said merchandise is unim- 
portant, and 12 percent abstained. 

Overall, the survey results suggest- 
ed that the Journal should continue 
what we're already doing: producing 
six issues per year, distributing the 
Journal to bookstores and newsstands, 
increasing our ad sales to boost our 
income and selling merchandise. It 
is this last responsibility that has be- 
come particularly difficult in recent 
years and thus required additional at- 
tention at the RRR. 

Merchandise 

As the editorial collective has scaled 
back, merchandise was one of the 
first areas to be deemed nonessential. 
While the Journal's three standard EF! 
T-shirt designs are still popular, the 
books and music currently offered are 
not. Finding, producing and market- 
ing new music, books, pins, stickers, 
apparel and other paraphernalia takes 


time and money, both of which are 
in short supply at the moment. Given 
that merchandise is considered vi- 
ta! by most people and has the po- 
tential to generate significant funds 
if handled properly, a proposal was 


presented and approved at the RRR 
to indefinitely transfer management 
of merchandise from the Journal to 
Maine EF! (MEF!). 

While some of the details are still 
being worked out, this is the plan so 
far: The Journal will continue to sell 
the three T-shirt designs and Ecode- 
fense. All our remaining books, mu- 
sic, bumper stickers and unused shirt 
designs will be given to MEF! in lieu 
of startup capital. MEF! will gradu- 
ally expand its selection, produce a 
merchandise catalog and a website 
for online sales, and receive free ad- 
vertising space in the Journal. Even- 
tually, if merchandise sales produce 
enough profit, MEF! will donate some 
of this to the Journal. Like the Journal, 
MEFl's merchandise distro will serve 
as a public face of EF! and will there- 
fore remain accountable to the move- 
ment. The Journal feels confident that 
this model will finally grant merchan- 
dise the attention that it deserves. 

The Path Ahead 

As the Journal discussion wrapped 
up, the collective listed our top five 
needs in descending order: long-term 
editors, short-term editors, subscrip- 
tion sales, article and artwork contri- 
butions, and fundraising. Everyone 


responded very positively and en- 
ergetically. A number of people ex- 
pressed interest in short-terming 
during the coming months, and a few 
are interested in possibly staying on 
as long-term editors. This is a great 
start, but we still need 
to find more short- 
termers for next 
Spring, Summer and 
beyond. And we still 
encourage folks who 
might be interested 
in long-terming to 
contact us. 

Others voiced in- 
terest in doing out- 
reach and selling 
subscriptions. If you 
care about the Jour- 
nal, please subscribe 
right away! Con- 
vince your family, 
friends, local libraries 
and activist groups 
to subscribe. And 
EF! groups and other 
contacts should con- 
sider it a responsibil- 
ity to sell subscriptions while tabling 
and doing outreach. 

We can't put out the Journal with- 
out article contributions from y'all. If 
you don't tell us about your project, 
campaign or action, we won't know 
about it. What makes the Journal so 
great is that the articles are written 
by the people who know their sub- 
jects best, but this non-hierarchical 
system won't work without your ac- 
tive participation. 

Finally, fundraising for the Journal 
is something that everyone can do. 
Organize a sponsored bike ride, all- 
you-can-eat dessert party, keg party, 
movie screening, DIY-skill raffle, art 
auction, poetry slam, open-mic night 
or dance-a-thon and donate the pro- 
ceeds to the Journal. Be imaginative 
and have fun! 

Thanks to the genuine interest, ded- 
ication and generosity of everyone at 
the RRR, the Journal collective left 
Virginia with more than $1,000 — an 
amazing haul! More importantly, we 
accomplished many of our goals and 
outlined a path for achieving the rest. 
While we're not on solid ground yet, 
the amazing gestures of support that 
greeted us at the RRR have given us 
renewed hope and excitement for the 
future. Thanks everybody! 
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BY PANAGIOTI 

Those of us who have held on to the Earth First! ban- 
ner through the years have long boasted of the effective- 
ness of our decentralized, action-based style. The loose 
network that makes up what we call the "EF! movement" 
is one of the longest standing radical activist endeavors 
of the past several decades. The Earth First! Journal — our 
voice in the world — is possibly the most accountable and 
activist-driven publication out on the shelves today. What 
other magazine that makes it onto newsstands across the 
US has two annual public gatherings that shape its con- 
tent and direction. 

Despite numerous internal squabbles and several waves 
of state repression, EF! has held on. That is something we 
can all be inspired by. However, success and effectiveness 
in defending Mother Earth will take more than simply 
holding on. EF! needs to continue growing and evolving. 
Although action is the glue that holds this network to- 
gether — like Gerrard Winstanley said, "If thou dost not 
act, thou dost nothing" — it's also essential to feel that you 
share some common outlook and vision with the people 
around you. At the 2006 Organizers' Conference, there 
was an unfortunate avoidance of the scheduled theory 
and vision dialogue, but it's something that can't be put 
off for too much longer. If we desire to grow and thrive 
as a community of resistance, we need to work on in- 
ternal understanding. Below are some thoughts on that 
evolution. 

Throughout the history of the EF! movement, our three 
unifying principles have been clear and simple: a biocentric 
worldview (that means humans ain't at the top of the lad- 
der); a no-compromise stance against ecological destruc- 
tion (which applies to our ecodefense, not our ego-defense); 
and a confrontational, creative direct-action approach to 
defending the wild. While it has been the simplicity and 
straight-forwardness of these principles that have made 
EF! appealing to many of us, a lot has happened since 
EF! began. This invites a reassessment and renewal of our 
shared visions, goals, priorities and actions. 
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This is not a rant advocating some new rigid structure, a 
lefty-commie takeover or a total EF! overhaul; for the most 
part, it's an attempt to solidify a few changes of perspec- 
tive that have already become pretty commonplace in our 
circles. There are some potentially controversial elements 
here, but they should be nothing new to anyone who has 
been paying attention to EF! and radical environmental- 
ism in general for the past few years. 

Earth First! Has No Use for Misanthropy 

We are opposed to a lot of things in human societies: 
industry, capital, authority, racism, patriarchy, etc. We are 
against human civilization, yeah. But anti-human? What's 
the point? 

Misanthropy is the "white guilt" of radical ecology. 
While it may reflect a deep and legitimate frustration with 
the human species, it is not helpful or beneficial for the 
goal of creating a holistic resistance movement that will 
take on industrial civilization and help restore the damage 
we've done. Vasectomies, voluntary human extinction, 
sure — go for it. Do what feels right for you, but don’t get 
consumed in genocidal fantasies of depopulation. Col- 
lapse is likely to come whether we like it or not, and it will 
be a nice time to have plenty of close friends to weather 
the transition with. Our mission should be to defend, re- 
store and rewild the Earth — ourselves included. 

Earth First! Is Not a Science-based Movement 

While many of us in EF! are drawn toward a scientific 
approach to ecology, that is not the backbone of the EF! 
movement. We are not focused on environmental science 
or conservation biology. Instead, EF! is attacking the root 
of the planet's biological crisis: the human disconnection 
from wild nature and the disconnection from each other 
that results from it. Our support is directed, for example, 
toward campesinos fighting for a land-based lifestyle or a 
community defending their neighborhood, as much as 
it is toward biologists sounding the alarm about climate 
change or the loss of biodiversity. People are moved to ac- 
tion by things that are real to them — things they can see, 



If thou dost not act, 
thou dost nothing 

— Gerrard Winstanley 


feel and smell. Academic studies will never be the driving 
force behind a successful resistance movement in defense 
of the planet. 

Earth First! Is Not Ideologically Nonviolent 

While nonviolence is an ethic that we have been car- 
rying around for some time, it is not a tactic that serves 
us as a movement. For the most part, it is nothing more 
than our failed attempt to protect ourselves from media 
slander and political backlash. Adopting nonviolence has 
never been consented on at an EF! gathering, yet some- 
how it made it into our movement's primer. While EF! 
clearly does not emphasize or utilize violence, this broad 
movement does recognize the need for a full range of 
tactics in defending the land. It's not that we need to 
adopt a pro-violence policy; we should just avoid the 
subject altogether in reference to ecodefense. It tends 
to muddle our messages (rarely in our favor), and when 
nonviolence is construed as being in our favor, it reeks 
of moralistic elitism. 

EF! has been in solidarity with warriors around the 
world who are resisting by any means necessary. We are 
not in a position to pass judgment on any form of struggle 
that is motivated by a sincere love for the Earth. However, 
this may not-always be clear and simple to discern. It will 
require plenty of investigation and intuition so that we 
do not stand in blind solidarity with insincere actions or 
corrupt, authoritarian movements. But it is a challenge 
worthy of the effort. 

Earth First! Is in Solidarity with Migrating 
People 

While EF! does not focus energy on human issues, we 
obviously interact with other humans. EF! has a troubling 
past of affiliations with pro-border, anti-immigrant big- 
otry. It's time to shake free of that, once and for all, and 
stand in solidarity with immigrants and migrating peo- 
ple worldwide. They are very often experiencing a forced 
displacement at the hands of globalization, and they of- 
ten have deeper connections to the land because of their 
Earth-based cultures. We have a lot to learn from the ex- 
periences of those in migration, and we have a lot to gain 
from expressing our support for their plight and strength- 
ening our relationships with immigration activists. 


Besides, government-imposed borders have no place in 
our vision of a bioregional future. Duh. 

Earth First! Favors Ecological Autonomy 

EF! has been inspired by the permaculture movement's 
steps toward healing our relationship with the planet. We 
have also been increasingly shaped by the ideas and ac- 
tions of anarchist and autonomous movements, both past 
and present. EF! is in favor of decentralized, small-scale, 
egalitarian communities that strive to (re)connect to their 
bioregions and make strides toward recovering the wild 
nature inside us all. This is not just some utopian fantasy. 
People are nurturing these communities here and now, in 
the hearts of cities and in the mountains, some new and 
some existing for several millennia old, all over the world. 

Discussion of these points will allow EF! to evolve to- 
wards a more current manifestation of the radical envi- 
ronmental perspective. Specifically, we must create a space 
that guides us toward strengthened ties with urban com- 
munities and indigenous resistance, and that allows more 
space for the growing strain of the "green anarchy" folks 
involved in EF!. 

We are already feeling the effects of movement disinte- 
gration. It's not that the radical environmental movement 
is disappearing. On the contrary, ecological resistance has 
kept a steady pace around the world. The need for such a 
well-established and networked movement has clearly not 
expired, but EF! is nevertheless at risk of slipping toward 
the direction of irrelevancy. Anyone who has been to our 
biannual gatherings in the past several years knows this to 
be true. Our energy had been waning, but the need for us 
has never been greater. 

There is plenty more to be said about our vision for Earth 
First!. Maybe this will help get that discussion moving. 

This article was presented during a discussion at this year's 
Round River Rendezvous and was amended slightly follow- 
ing that gathering. Its author hopes to see further dialogue 
on these subjects in these pages and at the 2007 Organizers' 
Conference. 

Editors' Note: The editorial collective strongly supports the 
idea of an ongoing discussion about the future of EF!, includ- 
ing lively and productive responses to the suggestions raised 
here. With your help, we hope to publish a counterpoint to this 
article in the next issue of the Journal. 
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Throw Monkey from the Train 

In June, a wild monkey boarded a train in a 
New Delhi, India rail station and frightened 
some passengers by scowling at them. After 
three stops, the monkey got off the train and 
continued on its way. In order to prevent any 
peats of this episode, the Delhi Metro Rail Corpora- 
tion has hired a trained professional to take care of 
the problem. 

The professional is a langur monkey, who will 
patrol the stations that have had monkey board- 
ing problems in the past and scare away any other 
monkeys. The monkey has been trained since he was 
three months old, and his owner is paid $150 a month 
for the monkey's services. The rail corporation has 
happily stated that since the monkey was hired, there 
have been no reported incidents of sneering monkeys 
scaring commuters. 

A Puuurrrrrrr-fect Feast 

In recent years, residents of Sanjing, China, caught and 
killed the snakes that had been living throughout their vil- 
lage. As a result of the snakes being eradicated, there was 
a rat infestation. So in April, the village spent more than 
$1,500 to purchase 200 cats, which were released to patrol 
250 acres of land for rats. To reward the cats for the plenti- 
ful harvest predicted for this year, the villagers presented 
the felines with a heaping banquet of fish. 

Planted Evidence 

In April 2005, Sebastopol meadowfoam — a federally 
protected endangered species of plant — was found grow- 
ing in a grassy field in Sebastopol, California. The field 
had been slated for a 20-acre housing development to be 
built sometime during the following year. Unfortunately, 
state wildlife officials concluded that the meadowfoam 
had been planted there on purpose to block the develop- 
ment and ordered the plants to be dug up. 

This Spring, the tiny white flowers surprised everyone 
and reappeared in the same spot, holding up the con- 
struction of 145 proposed houses and apartments. This 
begs the question: Is the plant native to that field, or 
was it transplanted there by some creative conservation- 
ists? The controversy — dubbed "Foamgate" by local resi- 
dents — was enough to derail the development. However, 
some residents are working with the developers to reach 
a compromise. 

One Ant, Two Ant, Red Ant, New Ant 

There are black ants, red ants, fire ants and... swimming 
ants? Scientists in North Queensland, Australia, have re- 
cently discovered a species of ant that can live, swim and 


navigate underwater. A researcher found the ants living 
in submerged mangroves while he was filming insects liv- 
ing there. The ants nest in the mangroves and hide in air 
pockets, which they then use to swim to the surface. 

Out of This World Vegetables 

Just when you thought genetically modified plants 
couldn't get any more alien.... In July, China announced 
a plan to produce superplants by blasting seeds into outer 
space, thus exposing them to cosmic radiation and mi- 
crogravity. Chinese scientists have used this technique 
in the past to produce tomato and green pepper harvests 
that were up to 20 percent bigger. They also claim the veg- 
etables have higher vitamin content. China hopes that 
superplants will solve its looming food crisis — the result 
of rapid industrialization and an exploding population of 
1.3 billion. 

A New Ally in the War on Nuclear Power 

Those of us opposed to nuclear power have found some 
unexpected allies in our fight. In July, a nuclear power 
plant in Japan was forced to decrease its energy output 
to between 60 and 70 percent of capacity, after a filter 
in a seawater cooling system was blocked by a mass of 
jellyfish. After three hours, the jellyfish were removed, 
and the plant's output returned to normal. Giant jellyfish 
have cost Japan's coastal industries thousands of dollars 
in damage and lost revenue. However, this was the first 
time that the nuclear plant had to lower its output be- 
cause of jellyfish. 
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THE CASE AGAINST 



On May 4, a police operation in Pisa, 
Italy, resulted in the arrest of 1 1 mem- 
bers of the eco-anarchist group II Sil- 
vestre (The Woodland). All have been 
charged with "subversive conspiracy" 
to overthrow the state and with using 
explosives. Some have been charged 
with the bombing of a power line on 
September 5, 2005, in San Giuliano 
Terme, near Pisa. The power line car- 
ried electricity into Italy from a French 
nuclear power plant. Five of the de- 
fendants are being held in high-se- 
curity prisons as they await trial. Five 
are under house arrest, and another is 
restricted to his hometown. 

II Silvestre was formed in 1998, to 
fight for the Earth and all its inhabit- 
ants in a radical and non-hierarchical 
way. Members of the group publish 
a quarterly green anarchist journal 
called Terra Selvaggia ( Wild Earth). 
II Silvestre has been engaged in the 
struggle against genetically modified 
organisms, led the anti-vivisection 
movement with grassroots campaign- 
ing, supported eco-prisoners, and 
published books and zines on many 
issues. Although nearly every Pisan 
organizer has been arrested, the II Sil- 
vestre office in central Pisa has stayed 
open thanks to the support of activ- 
ists from many different cities. 

Of course, the growing support for 
radical activism in Italy has led to po- 
lice repression and numerous investi- 
gations. II Silvestre activists have been 
investigated in relation to Animal Lib- 
eration Front actions, eco-sabotages, 
and made-up conspiracies for anarchist 
or ecological causes. The May arrests are 
merely the government's most recent 
attempt to persecute this movement. 


In 2003, a communist-oriented di- 
rect-action group called the Revolu- 
tionary Offensive Cells (COR) claimed 
numerous sabotage actions, including 
the arson of right-wing politicians' 
homes, a carabinieri (militarized po- 
lice) barracks and a right-wing work- 
ers' union. Terra Selvaggia received 
and published a COR communique 
following one of the actions. As a re- 
sult, the 11 Silvestre office/infoshop 
was raided in June 2004. Some ac- 
tivists were arrested and accused of 
the COR actions, even though there 
was no evidence linking them to this 
group — not to mention the fact that 
their anarchist ideas are incompatible 
with COR’s communist platform. 

The trial, which finally took place 
this July, was a farce. In the absence 
of any solid evidence, prosecutors 
instead scared the jury with carica- 
tures of dangerous revolutionaries 
and terrorists. Five of the defendants 
were acquitted of all charges; the 
remaining six — William Frediani, 
Benedetta Galante, Francesco Gioia, 
Leonardo Landi, Alessio Perondi and 
Constantino Ragusa — were found 
guilty and given sentences rang- 
ing from three and a half years to 
six years in prison. Frediani, Landi 
and Perondi are free as they appeal 
the decision. The others are in pris- 
on, awaiting trial for the September 
2005 anti-nuclear action. 

Please show your support for these 
dedicated radical activists. Many are 
under restrictive hour arrest or have 
been sent to prisons far from their 
families. They have been denied ac- 
cess to healthy food and have had 
their mail censored. 


For more information, contact Sen- 
zagabbie, senzagabbie@yahoo.it; Earth 
Liberation Prisoners Support Network, 
www.spiritoffreedom.org.uk. 

This article was written by a friend of 
the II Silvestre prisoners. He is active in 
Italy's grassroots animal and Earth lib- 
eration struggles. 

Prisoners 

•Federico Bonamici, Casa di Reclu- 
sione, Via Nuova Poggioreale 177, 
80143 Napoli Poggioreale (NA), Italy. 
Awaiting trial in relation to the Sep- 
tember 2005 anti-nuclear sabotage. 

•Giuseppe Bonamici, Nuova Casa 
Circondariale "San Michele," Strada 
Casale 50/A, 15100 Alessandria, Italy. 
Awaiting trial in relation to the Sep- 
tember 2005 anti-nuclear sabotage. 

•Benedetta Galante, Casa Circondar- 
iale, Via E Novelli 1, 82100 Benevento 
(BN), Italy. Serving 3.5 years for COR 
actions and awaiting trial in relation 
to the September 2005 anti-nuclear 
sabotage. 

•Francesco Gioia, Casa Circondar- 
iale, Via Maiano 10, 06049, Spoleto 
(PG), Italy. Serving more than five 
years for COR actions and awaiting 
trial in relation to the September 2005 
anti-nuclear sabotage. 

•Silvia Guerini, Carcere "La Doz- 
za," Via Del Gomito 2, 40127 Bolo- 
gna, Italy. Awaiting trial in relation 
to the September 2005 anti-nuclear 
sabotage. 

•Costantino Ragusa, Casa Circond- 
ariale Nuovo Complesso, Via Prati 
Nuovi 7, 27058 Voghera (PV), Italy. 
Serving five years for COR actions and 
awaiting trial in relation to the Sep- 
tember 2005 anti-nuclear sabotage. 
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Six Plead Guilty to Arsons and Conspiracy 


by the Civil Rights Outreach Committee 

Recent months have seen further troubling develop- 
ments in "Operation Backfire," the FBI's ongoing attempt 
to persecute environmental and animal rights activists 
under the guise of fighting terrorism. This "Green Scare" 
began with the arrests of six people on December 7, and 
gradually mushroomed to include a 65-count conspiracy 
indictment against more than a dozen individuals (see 
EF!f May-June 2006). All are accused of participating in a 
series of Earth Liberation Front (ELF) and Animal Libera- 
tion Front (ALF) actions in the Pacific Northwest between 
1996 and 2001. As intended, the threat of decades-long 
prison sentences shattered the spirits of some of the de- 
fendants. Bill "Avalon" Rodgers committed suicide in his 
jail cell on December 22; Stanislas Meyerhoff and Kendall 
Tankersley immediately agreed to cooperate with the FBI's 
investigation. 

Plea Deals Aplenty 

Fast forward to July. Without any public notice, for- 
mal change-of-plea hearings were held on July 20 and 
21. Chelsea Gerlach, Suzanne Savoie, Darren Thurston, 
Kevin Tubbs, Meyerhoff and Tankersley all pleaded 
guilty to a reduced number of conspiracy, arson and at- 
tempted arson charges. (When Meyerhoff entered the 
courtroom, he waved and smiled at the federal pros- 
ecutors, who returned the gestures.) The US attorney's 
office recommended the following sentences: 15 years 
and eight months for Meyerhoff; 14 years for Tubbs; 10 
years for Gerlach; five years and three months for Savoie; 
four years and three months for Tankersley; and three 
years and one month for Thurston. All six agreed to tes- 
tify against others charged in the case and to cooperate 
with the government's ongoing investigation of similar 
ELF and ALF actions. These plea agreement and recom- 
mended terms of imprisonment are contingent upon the 
defendants' continued and complete cooperation for the 
rest of their lives. All six are scheduled for formal sentenc- 
ing on December 14. 


At the request of the cooperating defendants' attorneys, all 
of the plea petitions, cooperation agreements and even the 
transcripts of the public court hearing were sealed, making 
them unavailable for public scrutiny, for the time being. The 
government announced that it would pursue upward en- 
hancement of sentences for the six defendants taking pleas, 
arguing that the federal terrorism enhancement guidelines 
apply to their sentences. This enhancement — normally only 
utilized in cases where human lives were lost — carries up to 
an additional 30-year sentence. 

During the plea hearings, the government seemed espe- 
cially keen on connecting the ELF and ALF to broader envi- 
ronmental efforts and movements. Prosecutors emphasized 
that the Vail arson followed unsuccessful litigation and 
grassroots campaigning against ski resort development in 
the area, and they alleged that Meyerhoff and other defen- 
dants attended an Earth First! party immediately after per- 
forming one sabotage. The government also stressed that 
these defendants used the term "direct action" in reference 
to the arson incidents. Gerlach and Meyerhoff both swore 
in court that the late Bill Rodgers was solely responsible for 
the Vail arson. And for the first time, the state hinted at its 
intention to prosecute additional ELF arsons that allegedly 
occurred in eastern Michigan and Phoenix, Arizona. 

Lacey Phillabaum — a former EF! Journal editor and an 
unindicted cooperating witness in this case — is expected 
to enter a guilty plea in Seattle, Washington, in exchange 
for her cooperation. Jen Kolar, another unindicted coop- 
erating witness, is also expected to enter a plea in the near 
future. Without the information provided by uncharged 
informants like Phillabaum, Kolar and particularly Jacob 
Ferguson — as well as the parroted statements made by the 
cooperating defendants thus far — there would be no fed- 
eral case. The informants' statements all vastly contradict 
each other, and they have changed and evolved as the 
government changes the story. No hard evidence exists 
linking the defendants to the ELF actions. Yet in spite of 
this, Nathan Block, Daniel McGowan and Joyanna Zacher 
each face a 30-year mandatory minimum sentence and 
maximums of life plus 300 to 1,015 years! 


Non-Cooperating Defendants 

Although some prisoners are listed together, they must written to separately. See page 40 for additional guidelines. 
•Nathan Block, #1663667, and Joyanna Zacher, #1662550, Lane County Jail, 101 W 5th Ave, Eugene, OR 97401; 
supportersofnathanandjoyanna@gmail.com. 

•Jeff Hogg, #1065518, 1901 NE F St, Grants Pass, OR 97526. 

•Daniel McGowan, released on bail; www.supportdaniel.org. 

•Jonathan Paul, released on bail; www.ecoprisoners.org. 

•Briana Waters, released on bail; www.supportbriana.org. 
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Misuse of Grand Juries 

On March 21, Camilo Stephenson was subpoenaed to 
a Denver, Colorado grand jury and questioned about the 
1998 Vail ski resort fire. He denied any knowledge of any 
ELF incidents. Burke Morris was called before a grand jury 
in Denver on May 18, and Jeff Hogg was subpoenaed to 
testify in front of a federal grand jury in Eugene, Oregon, 
on the same day. Morris answered limited questions about 
his personal life but denied any knowledge of the ELF ac- 
tions. Hogg refused to testify before the grand jury and 
was jailed for contempt of court. He has been in jail ever 
since and could remain there for another seven months if 
the grand jury is extended. 

On June 27, Jim Dawson received a subpoena to appear 
before a grand jury in Seattle. He consented to be ques- 
tioned by the FBI in lieu of his scheduled grand jury ap- 
pearance. His partner, Heather Moore, had earlier agreed 
to be voluntarily questioned about her community by the 
feds. The extent of their disclosures to the government is 
unknown at this time. As a result of their voluntary coop- 
eration, additional subpoenas are possible. 

The fact that the feds are continuing to subpoena people 
would normally lead one to believe that the government is 


back many years. The discovery hearing was postponed 
for three weeks. 

Engdall then proposed a motion to postpone the Octo- 
ber 31 trial to a later date, since the US attorney's office 
would need time to subpoena witnesses from five federal 
districts to testify at trial. The hearing for that motion was 
scheduled for October 3 1 . 

The government continues to monitor and scrutinize 
online sources, such as Indymedia websites. Many of the 
court filings include voluminous pages printed from Indy- 
media comment sections, personal email communications 
and other documents that make it obvious that the govern- 
ment continues to spy on political groups and their activi- 
ties. There is nothing illegal about doing prisoner support 
or discussing current events, but the feds persist in manipu- 
lating and misrepresenting these communications to their 
own benefit. Be careful of what you post on the Internet. 

Support Information 

Don't forget to write to and support the non-cooperat- 
ing defendants. Talk to your family, friends and neighbors 
about the Green Scare cases. If you have information about 
any of the cooperating witnesses, background or history, 



photos courtesy Family and Fnends of Damei McGowan Visual Resistance presented, "If They Come for You in the Morning," at New York City's 

ABC No Rio in July. Proceeds from the art benefit went to Daniel McGowan's legal fund. 


searching for additional defendants in these cases. Grand 
juries are intended only to decide whether or not to bring 
indictments. In this case, they are being used to gather evi- 
dence — an illegal use of a grand jury. 

The Latest 

On August 22, there was a status hearing on the upcom- 
ing trial. The first order of business was a continuance for 
the upcoming discovery hearing, in which defendants' at- 
torneys will ask the court to release the FBI's surveillance 
evidence, including intelligence gathered by the National 
Security Agency. The US attorney’s office has been danc- 
ing around the release of this surveillance, which could go 


and if you are willing to share this information with the 
non-cooperating defendants' attorneys, please contact Lau- 
ren Regan at lregan@cldc.org. Your opinion or anecdote 
could save a brave person from many years in jail. 

For more information, contact the Civil Liberties De- 
fense Center, 259 E 5th Ave, Ste 300A, Eugene, OR 97401; 
(541) 687-9180; info@cldc.org; www.cldc.org. 

The Civil Rights Outreach Committee (CROC) is a media 
working group that monitors the mainstream press surround- 
ing the Green Scare, produces its own proactive media and 
assists the defendants in their attempt to get a fair trial. To 
contact CROC or to make a donation to our work, write to 
civilrightsoutreach@gmail.com. 
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Prisoners in the Struggle 

Support Them! 

The following list is a small sample of the total number of political prisoners and prisoner support groups 
worldwide. Regulations for mail sent to prisoners vary according to individual prisons. Before sending monetary 
donations, stamps, books or packages, ask prisoners what the regulations are. Assume that the authorities read 
everything that you write to a prisoner. When prisoners are awaiting trial, it is best not to discuss their cases or 
related topics. Although many prisoners are listed together, they must be written to separately. The EF! Journal 
offers discounted subscriptions for prisoners. Please contact us for more information. 


Prisoner and Legal Updates 

•Fadalla Idris Alajaimy, Mohamed 
Ahmed Alajaimy and Ali Mohamed Al- 
hassen Massad were arrested on April 
22, at an anti-dam meeting in Marawi, 
Sudan. Security forces attacked the un- 
armed Amri tribespeople with machine 
guns and heavy artillery, killing three 
and injuring more than 50. Massad and 
the Alajaimys have been charged with as- 
sault, criminal mischief and waging war 
against the state. If convicted, they face 
the death penalty. Their current address- 
es are unknown. For more information, 
contact the Sudan Organization Against 
Torture, Argo House, Kilburn Park Rd, 
London NW6 5LF, UK; info@soatsudan. 
org; www.soatsudan.org. 

•Natasha Avery, NR 8987, UKDS HMP 
Bronzefield, Woodthorpe Rd, Ashford, 
Middlesex TW15 3JZ, UK. Sentenced 
in July to 16 months for using abusive 
words and behavior toward a fox hunter. 

•Rodney Coronado, #03895000, CCA 
Central Arizona Detention Center, POB 
6300, Florence, AZ 85232, USA. In Au- 
gust, Coronado was sentenced to eight 
months in prison and three years of 
supervised release, and was ordered to 
pay more than $100 in restitution for 
his role in a 2004 Earth First! mountain 
lion hunt sabotage. In July, Coronado 
was charged with violating federal wild- 
life laws that make it illegal to possess 
eagle feathers. While registered and 
permitted Native Americans are exempt 
from these laws, Coronado — a Yaqui — 
has not enrolled as a member of the 
Pascua Yaqui Tribe for political reasons. 
Coronado is also awaiting trial for al- 
legedly telling people how to construct 
an incendiary device during a speech 
he made at an animal rights gathering 
in August 2003. For more information, 
visit www.supportrod.org. 

•Matt Crozier was sentenced in Au- 
gust to three years probation and 100 
hours of community service, and was 
fined $1,000 for his role in a 2004 Earth 
First! mountain lion hunt sabotage. He 


was also ordered not to associate with 
the Animal Liberation Front (ALF), 
Earth Liberation Front (ELF), EF! or sim- 
ilar groups that "encourage violence." 

•Donald Currie, TN4593, HMP Wood- 
hill, Tattenhoe St, Milton Keynes, Bucks 
MK4 4DA, UK. Currie has pleaded guilty 
to arson and possession of explosives in 
connection with a number of ALF ac- 
tions against vivisection suppliers. Sen- 
tencing is scheduled for September 28. 

•Adam Durand has been granted a 
stay of sentence and released on bail, 
pending his appeal. In May, Durand 
was sentenced to six months for tres- 
passing on a Wegman's egg farm to film 
the cruel treatment of battery hens. 

•Amanda Cerezo Garda, who had 
been awaiting trial since 2003 for al- 
legedly burning a road-construction 
vehicle and sending a letter bomb to a 
neo-Nazi politician, has been awarded 
"conditional freedom" and released 
from prison. 

•Zachary Jenson, one of the Auburn 
3, has signed a plea agreement requiring 
him to testify against Eric McDavid. The 
Journal condemns any cooperation with 
authorities against other prisoners and 
is withdrawing its support from Jenson. 

•Jeffrey "Free" Luers, #13797671, OSP, 
2605 State St, Salem, OR 97310, USA. 
On August 20, Luers was released from 
solitary segregation, where he had been 
held for more than one month after 
his urinalysis results were deemed "too 
clean.” Although subsequent drug tests 
have been negative, he has lost phone 
and visitor privileges until at least Sep- 
tember 5. Luers is serving 22 years and 
eight months for arson at an SUV deal- 
ership and for attempted arson of an oil 
tmck. For more information, visit www. 
freefreenow.org. 

•Heather Nicholson was sentenced 
in July to 16 months for using abusive 
words and behavior toward a fox hunt- 
er. She was released on August 11, hav- 
ing already served most of her sentence 
while awaiting trial. 


•Robert "Rob los Ricos" Thaxton was 
released on June 29, after serving seven 
years for throwing a rock at a cop dur- 
ing a 1999 Reclaim the Streets action in 
Eugene, Oregon. 

•Daniel Wadham, TF5524, HMP 
Rochester, 1 Fort Rd, Rochester, Kent 
ME1 3QS, UK. Sentenced in July to 12 
months for using abusive words and be- 
havior toward a fox hunter. 

Awaiting Trial or Sentencing 

•Tre Arrow, CS#05850722, Vancou- 
ver Island Regional Correction Center, 
4216 Wilkinson Rd, Victoria, BC V8Z 
5B2, Canada. Appealing extradition to 
the US to stand trial for alleged involve- 
ment in the arsons of logging trucks 
and vehicles owned by a sand and grav- 
el company. For more information, visit 
www.trearrow.org. 

•Jacob Conroy, Darius Fullmer, Lau- 
ren Gazzola, Joshua Harper, Kevin Jonas 
and Andrew Stepanian are under house 
arrest, awaiting sentencing for their in- 
volvement with Stop Huntingdon Ani- 
mal Cruelty. They face up to ten years 
in prison. For more information, visit 
www.shac7.com. 

•Manase Furima and Matius Nasira, 
Lembaga Pemasyarakatan Manokwari, J1 
Sabang No 4, Manokwari, Papua, Indo- 
nesia. Awaiting trial for taking part in a 
road blockade to prevent illegal logging. 

•Eric McDavid, X-2972521 4E231A, 
Sacramento County Main Jail, 651 I St, 
Sacramento, CA 95814, USA. Awaiting 
trial for alleged conspiracy to destroy 
the US Forestry Service's Institute of 
Forest Genetics, a dam, cell-phone tow- 
ers and power plants. Both of McDavid's 
former co-defendants, Zachary Jenson 
and Lauren Weiner, have agreed to tes- 
tify against him. For more information, 
visit www.supporteric.org. 

•Peter Daniel Young, #10269-111, FCI 
Victorville Medium II, POB 5700, Adel- 
anto, CA 92301, USA. Awaiting trial for 
alleged involvement in a 1997 mink 
liberation in South Dakota. Young is 
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currently serving two years for releas- 
ing mink and foxes from six different 
fur farms. For more information, visit 
www.supportpeter.com. 

Animal Liberation 

•Jon Ablewhite, TB4885, John Smith, 
TB4887, and Kerry Whitburn, TB4886, 
HMP Lowdham Grange, Lowdham, 
Nottingham NG14 7DA, UK. Serving 12 
years for conspiracy to blackmail a sup- 
plier of guinea pigs for vivisection. 

•Dave Blenkinsop, EM7899, HMP Rye 
Hill, Onley, Warwickshire CV23 8AN, 
UK. Serving 10 years for attacking the 
managing director of Huntingdon Life 
Sciences (HLS), liberating 600 guinea 
pigs and planting incendiary devices 
under slaughterhouse vehicles. 

•Joshua Demmitt, #12314-081, FCI 
Safford, POB 9000, Safford, AZ 85548, 
USA. Serving 2.5 years for the ALF arson 
of an animal-testing facility. For more in- 
formation, visit www.supportjosh.org. 

•Garfield Marcus Gabbard, TV4271, 
HMP Moorland (Closed), Bawtry Rd, 
Hatfield Woodhouse, Doncaster, South 
Yorkshire DN7 6BW, UK. Serving 21 
months for threatening to kick a secu- 
rity guard, who had pulled Gabbard off 
a car during an anti-vivisection protest. 

•Sarah Gisborne, LT5393, HMP 
Cookham Wood, Rochester, Kent ME1 
3LU, UK. Serving 5.5 years for conspira- 
cy to cause criminal damage to vehicles 
owned by people linked to HLS. 

•Josephine Mayo, PR6508, HMP Pe- 
terborough, Saville Rd, Westwood, Pe- 
terborough PE3 7PD, UK. Serving four 
years for conspiracy to blackmail a sup- 
plier of guinea pigs for vivisection. 

Ecodefense 

•Marco Camenisch, Postfach 3143, 
CH-8105 Regensdorf, Switzerland. Serv- 
ing 27 years for using explosives to tar- 
get nuclear facility powerlines and for 
the alleged murder of a Swiss border 
guard. Camenisch reads French, Ger- 
man, Spanish and Italian fluently. He 
can also read some English. 

•Ibai Ederra, Carcel de Pamplona, 
C/San Roque Apdo 250, 31080 Irunez, 
Pamplona, Navarra, Spain. Serving 
nearly five years for sabotaging machin- 
ery at the Itoiz dam construction site. 

•Christopher McIntosh, #30512-013, 
USP Hazelton, POB 2000, Bruceton 
Mills, WV 26525, USA. Serving eight 
years for a joint ALF/ELF arson against 
a McDonald's. For more information, 
visit www.supportchris.org. 

•John Wade, #38548-083, FCI Peters- 
burg Low, Satellite Camp, POB 90027, 
Petersburg, VA 23804, USA. Serving 


three years for a series of ELF actions 
against McDonald's, Burger King, urban 
sprawl, the construction industry and 
an SUV dealership. 

•Helen Woodson, #03231-045, FMC 
Carswell, Admin Max Unit, POB 27137, 
Ft Worth, TX 76127, USA. Currently 
serving nearly nine years for violating 
her parole by dumping a cup of red paint 
over the security apparatus of a federal 
court and making warnings ("threats") 
of weapons of mass destruction. In 2004, 
Woodson completed 20 years for dis- 
arming a Minuteman II missile silo with 
a jackhammer, mailing warning letters 
to officials with bullets inside, robbing a 
bank and burning the money. 

Indigenous Resistance 

•Byron Shane of Chubbuck® Clan, 
#07909-051, USP Beaumont, POB 
26030, Beaumont, Texas, North Amer- 
ica. Serving 80 years for aggravated 
assault on federal agents, escape and 
bank robbery. Chubbuck tunneled 
money that he stole from banks to the 
Zapatista National Liberation Army in 
Chiapas, Mexico. 

•Leonard Peltier, #89637-132, USP 
Lewisburg, POB 1000, Lewisburg, PA 
17837, USA. Peltier, an American Indi- 
an Movement activist, is serving life in 
prison after being framed for the deaths 
of two FBI agents killed during the 1975 
Pine Ridge siege. For more information, 
visit www.freepeltier.org. 

Lecce 5 

The Lecce 5 are awaiting trial, accused of 
damaging gas pumps in opposition to the 
war on Iraq, targeting Benetton in support 
of the Mapuche and damaging an ATM at 
a bank with links to an immigrant-deten- 
tion facility. Four of the defendants are un- 
der house arrest. 

•Salvatore Signore, Casa Circondar- 
iale, Via Lamaccio 1, 67039 Sulmona 
(AQ), Italy. 

Mapuche 

The indigenous Mapuche people in Chile 
are fighting to defend their forests from 
multinational companies. For more infor- 
mation, visit www.mapuche-nation.org. 

•Aniceto Norin Catriman and Pascual 
Pichun Paillalao, Carcel de Traiguen — 
Coronel Gregorio Urrutia N° 129, Trai- 
guen, IX Region, Chile. Mapuche lonkos 
(chiefs) serving five years for intimida- 
tion and "terrorist arson." 

•Victor Ancalaf Llaupe, Complejo 
Penitenciario El Manzano Concep- 
cion — Direction, Camino a Penco N° 
450 Casilla 70, Chile. Mapuche leader 
serving five years for "terrorist arson." 


•Jaime Huenchullan Cayul, Juan Car- 
los Huenulao Tricauko, Florencio Jaime 
Marileo Saravia, Jose Patricio Marileo 
Saravia, Jose Nain Curamil and Patri- 
cia Troncoso Robles, Centro Detention 
Penitenciaria Pedro Aguirre — Cerda 
N° 80 y Los Confines s/n°, Angol, IX 
Region, Chile. Huenchullan is awaiting 
trial, accused of theft and intimidation. 
Huenulao is awaiting trial, accused of 
"terrorist arson." Troconso and the Mar- 
ileos are serving 10 years for "terrorist 
arson." Nain, a Mapuche leader, is serv- 
ing five years for arson. 

MOVE 

The MOVE 9, members of an eco-revolu- 
tionary group, were framed for the murder 
of a cop and sentenced to 30 to 100 years 
each. For more information, visit www. 
onamove.com. 

•Debbie Simms Africa, #006307, Janet 
Holloway Africa, #006308, and Janine 
Philips Africa, #006309, SCI Cambridge 
Springs, 451 Fullerton Ave, Cambridge 
Springs, PA 16403-1238, USA. 

•Michael Davis Africa, #AM4973, and 
Charles Simms Africa, #AM4975, SCI 
Graterford, POB 244, Graterford, PA 
19426-0244, USA. 

•Edward Goodman Africa, #AM4974, 
SCI Mahanoy, 301 Morea Rd, Frackville, 
PA 17931, USA. 

•William Philips Africa, #AM4984, 
and Delbert Orr Africa, #AM4985, SCI 
Dallas, Follies Rd, Drawer K, Dallas, PA 
18612-0286, USA. 

•Mumia Abu-Jamal, #AM8335, SCI 
Greene, 175 Progress Dr, Waynesburg, 
PA 15370, USA. Abu-Jamal, a politically 
active journalist, was framed for the 
murder of a cop in 1981. 

Political Prisoners 

•Jose Perez Gonzalez, #21519-069, 
FCI Yazoo City Medium, POB 5888, 
Yazoo City, MS 39194-5888, USA. Serv- 
ing five years for conspiracy to destroy 
federal property during a May 2003 cel- 
ebration of the end of the US military 
occupation of Vieques. 

•Fran Thompson, #1090915 HU 1C, 
WERDCC, POB 300, 1101 E Hwy 54, 
Vandalia, MO 63382-0300, USA. Before 
she was given a life sentence in the early 
1990s for shooting a stalker in self-de- 
fense, Thompson was active in animal 
rights and environmental campaigns. 

Prisoner Support Groups 

•Earth Liberation Prisoners Support 
Network, www.spiritoffreedom.org.uk. 

•North American Earth Liberation 
Prisoners Support Network, www.eco- 
prisoners.org. 
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announcements 


Philly Zine Fest 

September 24 • West Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania 

The goal of the Philly Zine Fest is the embrace of written 
and verbal communication without constraints. At the 
fest, be prepared for everything from personal experienc- 
es, to artistic talent, to first-hand politics. Please note that 
the fest is not a "conference"; there will be no superstars 
or "special guest" appearances. Workshops and speakers 
will be focused on the topic, not the person giving the 
information. 

For more information, contact phillyzinefest@yahoo. 
com; www.philadelphiazinefest.com. 


Third Annual Madison 
Zine Fest 

October 21 • Madison, Wisconsin 

The Madison Zine Fest (MZF), an annual event celebrating 
zines, will be held at the University of Wisconsin-Madison, 
in conjunction with the Wisconsin Book Festival. Organizers 
aim to expand the zine community, increase individual and 
institutional awareness of zines, and encourage the creation 
of independent media and alternative publishing. The MZF 
will include workshops, panel discussions, a zine fair and 
zine readings. Admission is free and open to the public. 

For more information, contact madzinefest@yahoo. 
com; www.madisonzinefest.org. 


Earthbound Gathering 


September 22-25 • 

"Greetings! We would like to invite you to the Earth- 
bound Gathering. We seek to bring together Native and 
non-Native people who share concerns about the Earth, to 
create a space to make and strengthen such connections, 
and to address many of the issues that can make organiz- 
ing between Native and non-Native communities painful 
and difficult. Last year's gathering was a resounding suc- 
cess, and we seek to continue building these relationships 
and creating new ones. 

"We have seen and experienced strength in coalitions 
between Native people defending their homelands and 
traditions, and non-Natives who feel a strong connection 
to the Earth and a drive to defend her. We have also seen 
similar coalitions fail due to ignorance, lack of cross-cultural 
understanding or basic disrespect. We wish to study these 
situations in the hopes of learning from them. 

"We are aware of some things that have repeatedly pre- 
vented coalitions from forming in the past and would 
like to address them as part of our planning. For one, 
Earthbound is firmly drug- and alcohol-free. We hope 
to provide travel stipends for elders, youth or others 
who need it. Also, we have seen that the dominant cul- 
ture and its members consistently lack listening skills. 
We expect everyone present to have a basic respect for 
one another and to strive to really listen. We would like 
each person who attends to be interested in healing and 
seeking mutual understanding across the lines of race 
and other distinctions. If you feel that there are other 
common barriers that we should be addressing, please 
let us know. 


Eveleth, Minnesota 

"We hope that an uncommon spirit of honesty and 
healing will again animate this gathering, so that we can 
discover common ground in our struggles to live in bal- 
ance with the Earth and resist the destructive forces that 
threaten us all. We believe in our hearts that we can sup- 
port each other in new ways, not only to make a new 
world, but also to save the old. 

"Topics to be addressed during the gathering include: 
racism, cultural appropriation and white guilt; cultural 
genocide information and experience-sharing; strong co- 
alitions created in the past; current resistance campaigns; 
life in the US and the struggle for cultural identity; tech- 
niques for reconnecting with one another, the Earth and 
ourselves; youth in activism and coalition; and tradition- 
al/Earth-based skills and crafts. 

"Earthbound will be held at YMCA Camp Warren, 3726 
Miller Trunk Rd, Eveleth, Minnesota, on September 22-25. 
It will be free to all. Meals will be provided, but please plan 
to bring bedding, toiletries and camping gear. Some cab- 
ins are available; please contact us in advance if you need 
this kind of shelter. 

"If you want to help organize, give input or criticism, 
present a workshop, donate resources, fundraise or ask 
questions, please contact us. Please pass this message 
along to anyone you think might be interested. Hope to 
see you this Fall!" 

— The Earthbound Collective 

For more information, contact the Earthbound Col- 
lective, POB 490, Finland, MN 55603; (800) 619-3772; 
earthboundmn.livejournal.com. 



The Doohickey Project 

September-December 

The Doohickey Project is a group of friends struggling to 
reclaim knowledge and control over their bodies. They are 
planning a cross-country tour this Fall to initiate a forum 
for womyn and transgendered people to discuss sexual 
health. The Doohickey Project will begin its tour in late 
September, starting in the Northwest and moving clock- 
wise through the US. The project will stop in a number of 
cities and towns along the way. 

The Doohickey Project wants to do this tour because 
the dominant health care programs in the US function 
within a system of white supremacy, strict class divisions, 
assumed heterosexuality, an enforced gender binary, capi- 
talism and specialized knowledge. Mainstream culture 
thrives off of our alienation from our bodies and our de- 
pendence upon doctors. Everyone should be able to share 
experiences, knowledge and resources freely. Reproductive 
struggles are linked to all other struggles! 

Possible workshop and discussion topics include: sexual 
anatomy/physiology and self-exams; menstruation; fer- 
tility awareness, birth control choices and abortion op- 
tions (herbal, menstrual extraction and clinical); herbs 
and pregnancy; sexually transmitted infections; and trans 
health care. 

For more information and tour dates, contact 
doohickey@riseup.net. 

World Carfree Day 

September 22 

Every year, people from all over the world gather to cele- 
brate the fall of the automobile and to illustrate alternative 
forms of transportation. The official World Carfree Day is 
September 22, but many places hold activities all week or 
on the weekend. Last year there were an estimated 1,500 
events in 40 countries. Let's make World Carfree Day 2006 
the biggest event ever! 

For more information, visit www.worldcarfree.net/wcfd. 



Buffalo Field Campaign 
Road Shows 

August 23-September 20 • West Coast 
September 3-20 • Southwest 
October-TBA • East Coast 

This Fall, representatives of the Buffalo Field Campaign 
(BFC) will embark on their annual, bicoastal road show to 
gain support for their work protecting the continent's last 
wild buffalo. 

Mike Mease, BFC's co-founder and campaign coordi- 
nator, and BFC volunteer Jesse Crocker will travel the 
West Coast from mid-August until mid-September, giving 
presentations in communities from Olympia to Malibu. 
Scheduled events include a series of benefits with Oglala 
Lakota/Pascua Yaqui musician Good Shield. 

Josh Osher, BFC's research and policy coordinator, will 
embark on the Southwest and Beyond tour in early Sep- 
tember. Events in Colorado, New Mexico and Utah are al- 
ready scheduled, and more stops are being added. 

Dan Brister, BFC's project director, and Stephany Seay, 
BFC's media coordinator, will take to the road in Octo- 
ber, traveling from North Carolina to Vermont, visiting 
colleges, cafes and community centers. BFC still has open 
dates for the East Coast road show and encourages you to 
help organize an event in your community! 

For more information, contact BFC, POB 95 7, West Yellow- 
stone, MT 59758; (406) 646-0070; bfc-media@wildrockies. 
org; www.buffalofieldcampaign.org. 

Mexico Solidarity 
Network Tours 

September-December 

The Mexico Solidarity Network is proud to announce a 
series of forums addressing globalization, US trade poli- 
cies, immigrant policies and femicides. Each forum will 
include speakers directly affected by the issues being dis- 
cussed. The tours will travel to the Midwest, East Coast 
and West Coast. Universities and community-based orga- 
nizations interested in hosting one of the tours are invited 
to contact the network. 

Three separate tours are planned: "The Politics of Im- 
migration Today: Addressing Root Causes and Prevent- 
ing Further Criminalization" (October 1-November 4); 
"Justice for Women on the Border: Stop the Femicide!" 
(September 24-October 28); and "Women Confronting 
Globalization: Cultural Resistance, Alternative Economy 
and Human Rights" (October 29-December 15). 

For more information, contact the Mexico Solidarity Net- 
work, 4834 North Springfield, Chicago, IL 60625; (773) 583- 
7728; msn@mexicosolidarity.org; www.mexicosolidarity.org. 
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Asheville Global Report 

News from the Front Lines 

Winner of ten 
Project Censored awards 

**' ;• *** n ,1 

r * ■ 

M I •*. 4 ' v 

* ? t <1 

‘ * m t% f \ 

StihsmlH' !nr\tcikl> t!clivt*r\: 
si\ months lor SJO 
Oik* tear lor S60 
Or \isii ii\ online a! aj»rnc\\s.or<» 

Vshetille (.lohal Report is a lawxcmpl 
501(e)(3) nonprofit or^ani/alion. 


For a free sample issue, clip this ad and send to: 
AGR, PO Box 1504, Asheville, NC 28802 

Name: 

Address: 



$100-1/8 PAGE 
(3.5" wide x 2.25" high) 

$200 - 1/4 PAGE 
(3.5" wide x 4.75" high) 

$350 - 1/2 PAGE 
(7.25" wide x 4.75" high) 

$650 - FULL PAGE 
(7.25" wide x 9.75" high) 

$1,200 - FULL PAGE - color 
(8.375" wide x 11" high) 


Advertise in the Earth First! Journal 


‘purchase three ads, get the fourth ad free 

*all ads must be prepaid 

‘high resolution, digital formats are highly 
recommended: pdf, eps, tif, or 
an indesign file with graphics 
and fonts attached. 





*for upcoming deadlines, more 
information, or to reserve 
space, contact (520) 620-6900; 
collective@earthfirst j ournal . org. 


Fair Trade & 

Union Made 
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Design & Printing 





ridiculously affordable 
subscriptions available at 
www.clamormagazine.org 
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... an unabashed celebration of 
self-determination, creativity, and shit-stirring. 


Subscribe to the Earth First! Journal ...the radical environmental journal 


Address . 


City, State, Zip+4 . 


O $500 Lifetime Subscription 
O $25 Regular Rate ($22 low income) 
O HO First Class 
O $40 Anonymous Envelope 


O $40 Surface Mail, International 
O $40 Air Mail, Canada or Mexico 
O $50 Air Mail, International 
(US $, no foreign checks) 


4 Country O $75 Corporate or Law Enforcement Rate ^ DONATION 

■nail Q Send me a free Keep It Wild EF! music compilation with my subscription 

Mail: Earth First! Journal-subscriptions \~Z ... „ , „ . . . ... 
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POB 3023, Tucson, AZ 85702 „ „ , . 
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Online: www.earthhrstjournal.org 


Credit Card Orders 
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WWW.EARTHFIRSTJOURNAL.ORG 


The Earth First! Journal is excited to announce 
the long-awaited launch of our brand new 
website. Featuring selected articles from each 
issue, a directory of Earth First! contacts, 
background information on Earth First! in 
English and Spanish, and an opportunity to 
subscribe, donate, or buy merchandise online. 
Check it out at www.earthfirstjournal.org. 


SUBSCRIBE ONLINE TODAY 


...and don't forget to enter the Journal's t-shirt design contest! 

Entries should spark interest, provoke thought, inspire action, 
capture the spirit of Earth First!, and, most importantly, look 
totally badass! The winner will receive a one-year subscription to 
the Journal and a handful of t-shirts featuring their design. 

Deadline is November 1, 2006. 

For more info, and contest guidelines, contact: (520) 620-6900; 
ponderosa@earthfirstjoumal.org. Send entries to: Earth First! Journal, 
POB 3023, Tucson, AZ 85702. 
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ARIZONA 

Catalyst Infoshop 

109 N McCormick St, Prescott, AZ 86301 

(928) 443-8525; info@catalystinfoshop.org 

Chuk'shon EF! 

sabthebastards@hotmail.com 

Flagstaff Activist Network 

POB 911, Flagstaff, AZ 86002 

(928) 213-9507; info@flagstaffactivist.org 

Phoenix EF! 

phoenixef@excite.com 

Tucson EF! 

az_earth_first@hotmail.com 

CALIFORNIA 

ACT UP! San Francisco 

1884 Market St, San Francisco, CA 94102 

(415) 864-6686; actupsf@hotmail.com 

Direct Action Fund 

POB 210, Canyon, CA 94516 

Free Mind Media 

546 Pacific Ave, Santa Rosa, CA 95404 

info@freemindmedia.org 

Long Haul Infoshop 

3124 Shattuck Ave, Berkeley, CA 94705 

(510) 540-0751; s!ingshot@tao.ca 

North Coast EF! 

POB 28, Areata, CA 95518 
(707) 825-6598 
Santa Cruz EF! 

POB 344, Santa Cruz, CA 95061 

cruzef@cruzio.com 

Sierra Nevada EF! 

935 F St, Fresno, CA 93706 
collective@sierranevadaearthfirst.org 
smartMeme Strategy & Training Project 
2940 16th St #216, San Francisco, CA 94103 


Wilderness Study Group 

University of Colorado, Campus Box 207, 

Boulder, CO 80309 

wsg@colorado.edu 

CONNECTICUT 

Environmental Library Fund 

25 Newtown Tpke, Weston, CT 06883 

(203) 227-2065; remyc@prodigy.net 

FLORIDA 

Jeaga EF! 

POB 961, Lake Worth, FL 33460 

(561) 547-6686; jeagaearthfirst@riseup.net 

INDIANA 

Boxcar Books & Community Center 
310A S Washington St, Bloomington, 

IN 47401 

(812) 339-8710; boxcar@boxcarbooks.org 

KANSAS 

Solidarity! Radical Library 

1109 Massachusetts St, Lawrence, KS 66044 

(785) 865-1374 

MAINE 

Maine EF! 

POB 917, Belfast, ME 04915 

maineef@yahoo.com 

People's Free Space 

POB 4875, Portland, ME 04112 

info@peoplesfreespace.org 

MASSACHUSETTS 

Mass Direct Action 

POB 484, Somerset, MA 02726 

massdirectaction@riseup.net 

MINNESOTA 

Church of Deep Ecology 

POB 16075, St Paul, MN 551 16 

(800) 862-7031; 

contact@churchofdeepecology.org 


Forest Ecosystems Action Group 

2441 Lyndale Ave S, Minneapolis, MN 55405 

paarise@mtn.org 

MISSOURI 

Community Arts & Media Project 

POB 63232, St Louis, MO 63163 

mberry@riseup.net 

MONTANA 

Buffalo Field Campaign 

POB 957, West Yellowstone, MT 59758 
(406) 646-0070; buffalo@wildrockies.org 
Wild Rockies EF! 

(406) 961-0171; odinswyrd@yahoo.com 

NEB RA SKA 

Environmental Resource Center 

(308) 432-3458; buffalobruce@panhandle.net 

Central New York EF! 

POB 35463, Syracuse, NY 13235 

(585) 802-8330; cnyearthfirst@riseup.net 

NORTH CAROLINA 

Katuah EF!/Roadkill Faction 

POB 1485, Asheville, NC 28802 

Uwharrie EF! 

bison 1 2@wildmail .com 

OHIO 

Hock-Hocking EF! 

(740) 592-2581; info@eastemforestdefense.org 
The Wire: A Community Resource Center 
21 Kern St, Athens, OH 45701 
(740) 589-5111; thewire@riseup.net 
OREGON 

Blue Mountains Biodiversity Project 

27803 Williams Ln, Fossil, OR 97830 
Cascadia EF! 

POB 10384, Eugene, OR 97440 
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ef@cascadiarising.org ' 

Cascadia Rising! Ecodefense 

POB 12583, Portland, OR 97212 

(503) 493-7495; action@cascadiarising.org 

Green Anarchy 

POB 11331, Eugene, OR 97440 

collective@greenanarchy.org 

PENNSYLVANIA 

EF! Philly 

earthfirstphilly@riseup.net 
Species Traitor/Black and Green 
POB 835, Greensburg, PA 15601 
primalwar@hotmail.com 

Ocean State EF! 


oceanstate_ef@riseup . net 

TENNESSEE 

Three Rivers EF! 

POB 16309, Knoxville, TN 37996 

(865) 633-8483; annebonnylives@yahoo.com 

UTAH 

Wild Wasatch EF! 

8790 W 25800 N, Portage, UT 84331 

(435) 866-2137 

VERMONT 

Save the Corporations from Themselves 
169 Main St, Brattleboro, VT 05301 
(802) 254-4847; larrysvt@hotmail.com 
WASHINGTON 
The Evergreen State College 
Environmental Resource Center 
2700 Evergreen Pkwy NW, Cab 320, 

Olympia, WA 98505 
(360) 867-6784; erc@riseup.net 
The Last Wizards 
james@lastwizards.com 


WISCONSIN 

Madison EF!/Infoshop 

1019 Williamson St #B, Madison, WI 53703 

(608) 262-9036 

WYOMING 

Teewinot EF! 

POB 1329, Jackson, WY 83001 

(307) 690-6961; teewinotef@wildrockies.org 

Some of the benefits of being listed 
in the EF! directory include: exposure 
for local and regional campaigns; 
free advertising space in the Journal ; 
merchandise discounts; and bulk 
copies of the Journal for the price 
of postage. For more information, 
contact the EF! Journal, POB 3023, 
Tucson, AZ 85702; (520) 620-6900; 
collective@earthfirstjournal.org. 




artwork by the Street Art Workers' new series of posters called "Land & Globalization" 

www.streetartworkers.org 



INTERNATIONAL CONTACTS 


AUSTRALIA 
EF! Australia 

POB 161, Norseman, WA, 6443, Australia 

efoz@earthfirst.org.au 

EF! OZ-Jervis Bay 

POB 295, Nowra, NSW, 2541, Australia 
BELGIUM 

EF! Belgium Support Group 

belgium2005@groenfront.be 

CANADA 

Elaho EF! 

earth_first@resist.ca 
CZECH REPUBLIC 
Car Busters 

Kratka 26, 100 00 Prague 10, Czech Republic 
420-274-810-849; info@carbusters.org 
EIRE 

An Talamh Glas (Green Earth) 

atgblue@yahoo.com 

ENGLAND 

EF! Action Update 

12 London Rd, Brighton BN1 4JA, UK 


mail@actionupdate .org.uk 
Leeds EF! c/o CRC 

16 Sholebroke Ave, Leeds LS7 3HB, UK 
0113-262-9365; leedsef@ukf.net 
London EF! 

84B Whitechapel High St, London El 0, UK 

eflondon@ziplip.com 

London Rising Tide 

62 Fieldgate St, London El 1ES, UK 

0770-879-4665; london@risingtide.org.uk 

Manchester EF! 

22a Beswick St, Manchester M4 7HS, UK 
mancef@nematode . f reeserve .co.uk 

Road Block 

POB 164, Totnes, TQ9 5WX, UK 

020-7729-6973; office@roadblock.org.uk 

GERMANY 

EF! Germany 

green .rage@web.de 

ISRAEL 

Green Action Israel 

POB 4611, Tel Aviv 61046, Israel 


NETHERLANDS 
ASEED Europe 

Plantage Doklaan 12 A, 1018 CM, 
Amsterdam, Netherlands 
31-20-668-2236; aseedeur@antenna.nl 
Vrienden van GroenFront! 

POB 85069, 3508 AB Utrecht, Netherlands 

netherlands2005@groenfront.nl 

NIGERIA 

Environmental Rescue International 

20 Dawson Rd, by Forestry Junction, Benin 
City, Nigeria 

environmentalrescue@yahoo.co.uk 

RUSSIA 

Ecodefense! 

POB 1477, Kaliningrad, 236000, Russia 

0112-44-84-43 

SOUTH KOREA 

Green Korea United 

110-740 #605 Korean Ecumenical Bldg 136-56 
Younji-Dong, Jongro-Gu, Seoul, South Korea 
82-2-747-8500; greenkorea@greenkorea.org 
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Murray Bookchin 

J Pioneering Social Ecologist Dies at 85 


by Brian Tokar and Chaia Heller 

Murray Bookchin, the visionary social 
theorist and activist, died on July 30, 
in his home in Burlington, Vermont. 

Throughout a prolific career of writing, 
teaching, and political and environmen- 
tal activism that spanned half a century, 

Bookchin forged a new ecological and 
social outlook. Inspired by dialectical 
philosophy and anti-authoritarian revo- 
lutionary movements. 

During the 1950s and 1960s, Book- 
chin built upon the legacies of utopian 
social philosophy and critical theory, 
linking contemporary ecological and 
urban crises to problems of capitalism 
and social hierarchy. Beginning in the 
mid-1960s, he pioneered a new political and philosophi- 
cal synthesis — termed "social ecology" — that sought to 
reclaim local political power from the centralized state by 
means of direct popular democracy. He would go on to 
co-found the Institute for Social Ecology in 1974. 

Bookchin was the first to articulate many core princi- 
ples that have become common wisdom among today's 
eco-radicals. In 1964, he was the first to link ecological 
thought to the revolutionary tradition in the West. He 
was also the first to relate problems of industrial agri- 
culture, the rise of environmental illnesses, and urban 
pollution and overcrowding to the perpetual crises of 
capitalism. While Marxists were still celebrating the "civi- 
lizing" discipline of the industrial workplace, Bookchin 
saw that ecological sanity required an entirely new tech- 
nology and a profound decentralization of both urban 
spaces and political power. 

The utopian dimension of Bookchin's social ecology 
has inspired many generations of activists: the pioneering 
urban ecology movements of the 1960s; the back-to-the- 
land, anti-nuclear and sustainable technology movements 
of the 1970s; the pioneers of Green politics and organic 
farming in the early 1980s; and the anti-authoritarian 
global justice movement that came of age on the streets 
of Seattle in 1999. 

Bookchin also turned his sharp critical gaze on pres- 
ent-day social movements, challenging their limitations, 
while attempting to grasp their underlying revolutionary 
potential. In the 1980s, he guided many radical ecologists 
to re-examine their tendency toward misanthropy, which 
had led some in the movement to attack immigrants, ur- 
ban dwellers and even AIDS victims — ignoring the racism 
and social inequities underlying such positions. 


It was for this reason that Bookchin 
turned his pen on the problems he 
saw as underlying deep ecology dur- 
ing those years. "Deep ecology," wrote 
Bookchin in 1987, "has virtually no 
real sense that our ecological problems 
have their ultimate roots in society and 
in social problems. It preaches a gospel 
of a kind of 'original sin' that accurses 
a vague species called humanity — as 
though people of color were equatable 
with whites, women with men, the 
Third World with the First, the poor 
with the rich, and the exploited with 
their exploiters.” 

In the 1990s, Bookchin's writings 
helped open a dialogue that pro- 
foundly changed the radical ecology 
movement for the better. Bookchin's critique of the mis- 
anthropic cult of the lone "eco-warrior" within Earth 
First! helped create space for the emergence of a new 
consciousness rooted in feminism, respect for working 
people and urban issues, and active solidarity with the 
ecological struggles of nonindustrial peoples and city- 
dwellers alike. Today, most Earth Firstlers understand 
that a profound social revolution is necessary to overturn 
the forces of capitalism, greed and empire that continue 
to ravage our health, our communities and the integrity 
of the natural world. 

Bookchin was one of the last true visionaries. He came 
from a time when people believed revolution to be not only 
possible but inevitable. The utopian vision he proposed 
was not a lofty unattainable one, but a way of reorganiz- 
ing society by drawing from the best of the leftist tradition 
that still remains dormant in communities throughout the 
world. At a time when the anti-authoritarian movement is 
filled with charismatic critics capable only of articulating 
the source and dimensions of the problem, Bookchin was 
a man who dedicated his life to envisioning the solution 
as well. May his love for humanity and for the rest of the 
natural world live on in our own attempts to remake this 
world through our intelligence, creativity and courage in 
the days to come. 

Brian Tokar directs the Biotechnology Project at the Institute 
for Social Ecology (www.social-ecology.org), and has authored 
and edited several books, including Earth for Sale and Rede- 
signing Life? 

Chaia Heller has been associated with the Institute for Social 
Ecology for more than 20 years. She's the author of Ecology 
of Everyday Life, and teaches the anthropology of science and 
technology at Mount Holyoke College. 
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Do you really think we 
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350 exhibits: 

green careers/education 
green finances 
social justice 
eco-fashion . 
natural health and body 
green media 
community action- 
green technology 
natural home and garden 
deep ecology- 
green business practices 
fair trade 
renewable energy- 
conserwation/recycling- 
indigenous goods 
organic food/agriculture 
natural foods 
conversation cafe 


60 speakers: 

amy goodman 

democracy now! 

jim hightower 

let's stop beating around the bush 

alice walker 

visionary activist 

greg palast 

armed madhouse 

dr. helen caldicott 

nuclear power is not the answer 

dr. david Suzuki 

leader in sustainable ecology 

cindy sheehan 

peace activist 

SPEAKERS VARY BY CITY 



SUSTAINABLE ECONOMY E C O LO G I C A t B A L A N C E SO C I A L J U S Tl C E 


You want to be green, but you have questions. 

Are there really only 23,000 lions left? Will renewable energy help 
improve biodiversity? How do I tell if a company is honestly green? 


At Green Festival you’ll find real answers, great food, live entertainment 
and a deeper shade of green. 

Live well, do good. 


06 OCT 14 15 

Washington dc 

Washington convention center 


06 NOV 10 11 12 

san francisco 

concourse exhibition center 


07 APR 21 22 

Chicago 

mccormick place/lakeside 


877 727 2179 www.greenfestivals.org 

exhibit space available 
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I'm sitting on the porch of the Journal house. Old-timey music is stream- 
ing from inside where two short termers are reading layed-out pages and 
another is taking a nap. Last night we ate dinner together with pumpkin pie 
for dessert. Sure there were some pages we were reading on the table, but 
we were mostly just enjoying our time together. After all, we aren't about to 
trade friendship and good communication for efficiency. 

The daily life at our little magazine. Little magazine? Sure the Journal has 
been honored by Project Censored in its Top 25 Censored Stories of the Year 
numerous times. The Journal is also carried in mainstream bookstores. But 
we're still just a bunch of folks working together, eating together and sharing 
good times together. 

The biggest thing that threatens our happiness is a force from the outside; 
the biggest stress for any independently-published magazine: finances. 

You see it in most publications these days. Pleas for donations, fundraising 
drives, editorials about the hardships of being an independently-published... 
you get the idea. Often people try to find quick explanations for this problem. 
The most usual answer is the rise of the Internet. 

I'm not sure what to tell you about this problem. I can tell you that in my 
heart a printed publication still holds weight over a website. I can put maga- 
zines in my pack, take off hiking, and share it with people I may meet. I can 
even part with my copy of the Journal, and give someone else reading material 
for their long bus ride home. 

And come on, after the collapse, (I know some of you will like this one) we'll 
have Earth First! Journals as a reminder of which corporations screwed us over 
(make sure not to give that Hurwitz guy any venison around the fire). 

When it all boils down, my favorite reason for supporting the Journal is 
because of what we publish. Few other magazines (with our size or longevity) 
look at actions for the Earth in a positive light. What other magazine describes 
the reasons why an individual would take such risks to protect life? Be them 
campesin@s from the mountains of southern Mexico, climate campaigners in 
the UK, or hillbillies in Katuah. 

We're typing away here at the office (when not making Harry Potter jokes) 
supporting you while you're scouting out that proposed logging road. And 
even if you aren't out there sneaking around in the forest, and even if you tell 
all your friends you think what the elves do at night doesn't help, we know 
that deep down in your heart you cheer every time you see a logging truck 
on fire. 

In short, we, just like many other independent publications, are in constant 
need of your support. We want you to support us because you feel we are 
supporting you: a symbiotic relationship. As a trade for your support (be it fi- 
nancial or other) we'll try to give you a good mix of news, perspective, humor 
and networking. 

Finally, as I transition away from long-terming and toward super volunteer- 
ism at the Journal, I want to thank all of you who have made my time here 
valuable and enjoyable. I've appreciated your calls of support, pats on the 
back at gatherings and constructive criticism. Thank you. 

— Oskar Pawpaw 
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by Wednesday 

The situation in the coal-rich Di- 
najpur district of northern Bangla- 
desh has changed from tragedy to 
exuberant victory. 

On August 26, 70,000 people 
marched through the streets of the 
small mining town of Phulbari in 
protest of the nation's first proposed 
open-pit coal mine. The mine would 
displace up to 40,000 people and de- 
stroy a 3,200-acre forest. Opponents 
of the project claim that it would also 
pollute rivers, destroy biodiversity on 
farmlands and ruin .historic and reli- 
gious archaeological sites. 

The target of the popular rage was 
the headquarters of Asia Energy Cor- 
poration (AEC), a British firm that is 
spearheading the mining project. As 
the crowd rushed the energy com- 
pany's offices, riot police opened fire 
with live ammunition and tear gas. 
Police sources claim that demonstra- 
tors were armed with rocks, sticks and 
even bows and arrows. By the time se- 
curity forces cleared the streets, they 
had shot hundreds of live rounds 
and 50 tear gas canisters. "It was a 
hell of a scene, with hundreds of gun- 
shooting police confronting nearly 
20,000 protesters in the hours of 
battle," one witness told Reuters. Lo- 
cal hospitals reported that six people 
were killed by the police and more 
than 100 were injured. 

In response to the repression, a 
coalition of groups supporting the 
families fighting the mine declared 
a general strike in the northern dis- 
tricts of Dinajpur, Thakurgaon and 
Panchagarh. Authorities announced 
a ban on all protests or gatherings at 
the mine site. For his part, AEC's CEO 
Gary Lye issued a statement denying 
that the Phulbari project would harm 
the environment and saying it would 
benefit local people. 

The first day of the strike saw clashes 
in every participating district, where 
all business was halted and violence 
peaked again in Phulbari. Thousands 
of angry protesters burned six homes 


belonging to officials of 
AEC, gathering around a 
flaming effigy of the Ban- 
gladeshi Energy Advisor 
Mahmudur Rahman. 

The following day, 
the opposition party 
in Parliament, a major 
union and the nation's 
largest student organiza- 
tion called for a national 
general strike, bringing 
Bangladesh to a total 
standstill. Schools were 
paralyzed, stores and 
offices closed, and the 
ports were shut down. 

That same day, riot- 
ers finally reached AEC’s 
headquarters in Phulbari 
and ransacked and loot- 
ed the building. Protest- 
ers also cut off all road 
and railway access to and 
from Dinajpur with piles of burning 
tires and fallen trees. 

By the end of the day, the police 
had lost all control of the town and 
demonstrators armed with sticks pa- 
trolled the roads, making sure no 
one got in or out. A policeman was 
mortally wounded during clashes on 
August 30. 

The rebels announced that they 
would end the strike once the gov- 
ernment agreed to a five-point list of 
demands: the closing of Asia Energy's 
offices; a government declaration 
banning all coal mining in the dis- 
trict; monetary compensation for the 
families of the slain protesters and free 
medical assistance to those injured; 
an end to any prosecution of those 
detained during the riots; and finally, 
the arrest and imprisonment of the 
officers responsible for the deaths. 

Officials pleaded with the people, 
asking them to hand Phulbari over to 
the police and give the government 
time to meet the five demands, but 
the demonstrators responded by cut- 
ting telephone lines and burning a 
rice mill that had been donated to the 
town by AEC as a good-will gesture. 


The government finally gave in, 
announcing that it would cancel 
AEC’s contract and declaring a mora- 
torium on all coal mining in the na- 
tion. The government also agreed to 
compensate the families of the dead. 

"No coal mine or other project will 
be allowed at Phulbari against the 
interests of local people," promised 
Abdul Mannan Bhuiyan, minister of 
local government and rural develop- 
ment and secretary-general of the rul- 
ing Bangladesh Nationalist Party. 

Residents of Phulbari celebrated 
the victory, while a second general 
strike was called for September 10 in 
solidarity with the families of those 
killed by police. During the strike, ac- 
tivists in Dhaka, the capital, clashed 
with police, torching a police van and 
several other cars to show the govern- 
ment that they had not forgotten its 
brutality. 

AEC's stocks took a plunge in the 
London stock exchange, decreas- 
ing by 59 percent and losing about 
$150 million. 

Wednesday lives in southern Appala- 
chia and hopes that Massey Energy Com- 
pany meets a fate similar to AEC. 
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Dear Beer Butt Bong for 
Brains, 

As fun and bonding as 
it was to drink beer from 
a friend's ass crack at the 
Round River Rendezvous 
rowdy fire, there was also 
something in the experience 
worthy of critique and reflec- 
tion. At first thought, I wrote 
off the small conflict that 
arose from our frat-house 
antics. But in reflecting on 
that night around the fire, as 
someone who participated in 
the activity, I can see how we 
contributed to yet another 
male-dominated fire circle. I 
think it can be said that na- 
ked rowdiness has long been 
a part of the EF! culture’s 
fireside entertainment, and 
I hope that it stays a part of 
it. But I also want to recog- 
nize the folks with the cour- 
age to voice their frustrations 
with the male-domination 
that has often accompanied 
it. Although defensiveness 
is often my first response to 
criticism, I've learned that I 
grow with every challenge. 
And I think the movement 
does too. I also want to send 
a message out to other peo- 
ple with dicks. It's a simple 
and fairly obvious message, 
but one that can be hard to 
hear for some of us: We need 
to be more conscious of how 
much the presence of male 
energy perpetuates the pa- 
triarchy that EF! has quite 
a reputation of harboring. 
Nothing against beer, dicks 
or butt cracks; I happen to be 
a fan of all three. I'm just say- 
ing that we need to be more 
sensitive to the inner dynam- 
ics of our gatherings. 

Sincerely, 

— a Floridian 

Dear Editor Friends, 

I noticed on your subscrip- 
tion page that you claim not 
to be "entirely luddites," but 
I am entirely Luddite and 
I believe it is a good thing. 



I would like to say to Earth 
First! readers: When some- 
body calls you a Luddite, 
intending to put you down 
as an ignorant and obtuse 
detractor of progress and the 
common good, do not crum- 
ble and back down! Wear the 
label proudly. 

Luddites were early 19th 
century English men and 
women, displaced from the 
land to the factories by the en- 
closure movement, and then 
displaced from the factories 
into abject poverty because 
of new machinery. Scorned 
when they begged for mercy 
and food, Luddites finally at- 
tacked the factory machinery 
itself, symbol and source of 
their dehumanization. Their 
brave attack on the capital- 
ists' industrial revolution was 
brutally put down by death 
and deportment, but we may 
remember them as fellow 
activists, murdered for their 
desperate bid to return to a 
land-based life. 

The Luddites, named for 
their leader Ned Ludd, were 
not "against progress." 
Technology, machinery, 
efficiency, ownership and 
the plunder of resources are 
not the hallmarks of prog- 
ress. Health, joy, kindness 
and survival are the hall- 
marks of progress. We who 
value people above profit, 
and our garden Earth above 
even our individual selves, 
must be vigilant not to ac- 
cept the hidden messages 
of the dominant and domi- 
nating culture. Hold fast to 
the values of Luddism and 
do not be swayed by name- 
calling or the perversion of 
human ideals. 

Best wishes, 

— Lilly 

Dear Editors, 

So in Mingo County, West 
Virginia, we had a house and 
seven organizers this Moun- 
tain Justice Summer (MJS). 



We spent the first week in- 
troducing the organizers to 
the local leaders (this whole 
thing was officially an Ohio 
Valley Environmental Co- 
alition (OVEC) project by 
the way, though it's MJS 
as well). The goals of the 
projects were to expand the 
local base of resistance, en- 
gage local folks in a radical 
assessment of the situation 
and develop young folks as 
community organizers. 

The second week, we did 
intensive listening projects 
and talked to approximately 
100 people, and of these we 
got a handful of good folks. 
We followed up with 30 or 
40 percent, and from that it 
boiled down to just the 10 or 
so who are now active, a big 
success in my book. 

In one holler we found 
people with extremely poi- 
sonous water. It smelled and 
looked like the water in Rawl, 
where the folks have dealt 
with sludge injection ruining 
their water for a while. These 
folks wanted to meet with the 
folks in Rawl to learn about 
how they had organized and 
initiated a lawsuit. 

We later discovered that 
the Department of Environ- 
mental Protection keeps a list 
of everyone who's ever called 
in a complaint, so instead of 
just going door to door, we 
got that list and called those 
folks, making our outreach 
altogether more efficient. 

We also did some research 
into mapping the sludge 
injections and trained a lo- 
cal person or two on how 
to do this. 

So here's a measurable vic- 
tory that's more to the credit 
of OVEC's previous organiz- 
ing than MJS necessarily — in 
August, the judge ordered that 
Massey Energy Co. has to pro- 
vide bottled water to everyone 
in the three communities that 
are engaged in the lawsuit 
over their poisonous water. 



Also, at one point, the last 
day before I left, actually, an 
old preacher man who gave 
us office space in his church 
was showing me the EF! 
power-plant blockade on the 
Internet and saying, "This 
is what we gotta do! These 
people are serious! Like the 
union used to be!" and so on. 
Also people really revere Ed 
Wiley out there. At one point 
a woman told me, "I'm going 
to be the next Ed Wiley." 

I want the broader EF! com- 
munity to understand the 
importance and effectiveness 
of slow-moving community 
organizing work. 

Peace, 

— Willie 

Hello, 

I am not sure if this email 
address is the correct forum 
for me to write this, but I'm 
here in the coffee shop typ- 
ing, so why the hell not. I 
am reading a book called 
Coyotes and Town Dogs. It is 
about Earth First!. I wanted 
to read it after visiting trees- 
its in Humboldt county, and 
the book eventually led me 
to your website. Along with 
other disturbing trends, I 
noticed one of your back is- 
sues covered community ac- 
tion against building a new 
airport runway at London's 
Heathrow airport. I agree that 
air travel and airports are an 
environmental travesty but 
what I find particularly de- 
pressing is that there appears 
to be no alternative in sight. 
How do I go places without 
airports? In this short life, I 
can go to India if I want to, 

I can go to Spain, I can go to 
Australia, because of airports. 

I would not give up my trav- 
els for anything, yet I also 
don't want to be a part of the 
human disease, you know? 
Airplanes have allowed me 
an intimacy with parts of the 
planet far from where I was 
born and have made me a 
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much more conscious person 
and in some ways, more of 
an environmentalist. What's 
a person to do? 

Sincerely looking for an 
answer, 

— Lindsey 

Dear shit ter brains, 

So let me get this straight. 
Y'all will send a free subscrip- 
tion to prisoners, including 
white supremacists, child 
molesters, rapists or murder- 
ers... but you won't send a 
free subscription to any of 
the cooperating defendants 
who have been rounded up in 
"Operation Backfire?" What 
the fuck? Whether or not 
you agree with the choices 
that these folks made when 
faced with life sentences, you 
do seem to cheer for the ac- 
tions they have admitted to 


Poo. Love op a Dog 


be in nature. And we came to appreci- 
ate beauty through our shared experi- 
ences, be it traipsing around southern 
Arizona's sky islands, spending weeks 
camped out at the ocean, or in do- 
ing crazy things like biking across the 
country. 

A year and a half ago, Ellen was diag- 
nosed with osteosarcoma — an aggres- 
sive form of bone cancer which no one 
survives. It was only ever a question of 
how long she would have left. 

Yet Ellen continued to have much 
energy and vitality, a display of what 
an amazing individual she was. After 
she got sick, Ellen never once com- 
plained. Meanwhile, I decreased my 
hours at the Journal and eventually 
did quit so that she and I could make 
the most of every moment we had 
left together. 

Those moments are gone now; El- 
len died in September, just after her 
ninth birthday. Reminders of her re- 
main everywhere, and her spirit stays 
with all of those who loved her. 

Turtle misses the enjoyable quirks of 
Ellen's personality and enthusiasm most 
of all, and she is truly grateful for the 
adventures they had together. 



by Turtle 

Soon after I started working at the 
Earth First! Journal, I almost quit. My 
being hired as an editor meant that 
my best friend, Ellen, would be tag- 
ging along, and not everyone was 
happy about that prospect. I told my 
co-workers it was both of us or neither 
and that they'd just have to adjust if 
their lunch mysteriously disappeared 
(and that I'd replace it). You see, Ellen 
in her younger years was part canine 
and part monster. For those not used 
to being around a dog with so much 
spunk, and with a mischievous streak, 
it took a little time for everyone to 


come to understand one 
another. But with time, 
we all became friends, 
Ellen and I stayed, and 
she would warm herself 
around everyone's heart. 

I can't count how many 
times future long-term 
editors, short termers and 
volunteers would pro- 
nounce their fear of dogs 
when they first saw El- 
len at the front door. Yet 
once she came to know 
them — either by hanging 
out with them on the couch or by 
luring them away from their desks 
to play with her — there was a mu- 
tual pledge of devotion. Ellen just 
wanted affection and to have fun. 
And with these simple desires, she 
helped keep things in perspective 
for anyone who forgot what's really 
important in our lives. 

For as much time as Ellen spent in 
the office, she also loved the desert, 
mountains, and just about any place 
with water. I would watch her come 
alive as we explored wild places to- 
gether. We taught each other how to 


participating in. I think it's 
fucked that you won't even 
send them a copy of the Jour- 
nal, but you'll send one to a 
child molester. 

— Starfish 

Editors's Note: The Journal 
only gives away free subscrip- 
tions to prisoners on our pris- 
oner page. Any other prisoner, 
including those who cooperate 
with the government, are wel- 
come to subscribe. 

Dear SFB, 

I'm compelled to write with 
congratulations on your recent 
Mabon issue. The "Evolving 
Earth First!" and the "Remem- 
bering Murray Bookchin" ar- 
ticles are profound statements 
of a real understanding of to- 
day's revolutionary dynamic. 

Of course the ecological is- 
sues of the day are important, 


but as you seem to recognize, 
ecology is inexorably inter- 
twined with social relations. 
A shit-hole society with old- 
growth trees is just that, a 
shit-hole society. Add capital- 
ism/consumerism to the shit- 
hole society and the shining 
old-growth trees are only so 
many board-feet dollars on 
the hoof. Welcome to Ameri- 
ca, "Duh!" 

It's OK to concentrate on 
Earth first if the efforts are 
within a greater common 
strategy to choke the life out of 
capital/consumerism. Yuppies 
and the upwardly mobile are 
antithetical to the real revolu- 
tion, the only revolution, of 
which ecology must be a driv- 
ing force but not the only driv- 
ing force. If you're not willing 
to fight capital you're not will- 
ing to stop ecological disaster. 


On an unrelated note, 
I see that my good friend 
Jeff Luers is struggling with 
compassion and informants. 
There can be no condescen- 
sion towards informants; 
this is an age-old tenet of 
the revolutionary (see above 
dynamic analysis), harsh but 
both strategically and tacti- 
cally necessary. 

— Brian McCarvill 

Dear Earth First, 

In my city, NYC, in some 
areas, one third of all chil- 
dren have asthma; I beg 
you, please put photos of 
bikes on the cover of your 
great magazine. Give us cy- 
cling issues. Bikes, bikes and 
more bikes. 

— Eugene 
Brooklyn, NY 
Friend of Time's Up! 
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by Abigail and Julian 

In late August, two of us from Rising 
Tide North America (RTNA) traveled 
to the UK to attend the Camp 
for Climate Action, meet our 
British comrades face to face 
and, under the looming shad- 
ow of the Drax power station, 
collectively plot our strategy 
for manifesting an interna- 
tional uprising against the fos- 
sil-fuel industry. There were 
loads of amazing people, fun 
British words to be learned, 
an impressive array of sustain- 
able infrastructure and more 
than 130 workshops covering 
everything from climate jus- 
tice solidarity work to building 
your own wind turbine. 

The Climate Camp 

The site for the camp was 
a squatted field in Megawatt 
Valley near Leeds, England. 

This valley is home to three 
large power plants, the biggest 
being "Drax the Destroyer" — 
the largest power plant in the 
UK, responsible for produc- 
ing seven to 10 percent of the 
grid's energy. The location 
was kept secret until it was occupied a 
couple of days before the camp start- 
ed. For months, the Climate Camp 
had been publicly declaring its inten- 
tion to shut down the coal-fired Drax 
power station, and the camp was set 
up just a couple of miles from Drax's 
12 massive cooling towers. Taking the 
field was a substantial action in itself, 
involving a good mass of people and 
a two-tiered tripod. The farmer who 
owned the land was apparently a bit 
bewildered when an eco-village sud- 
denly sprang up in his usually quiet 
field, but he wasn't too upset about 
it — and due to the Brits’ squatting 


laws, the squat was actually declared 
legal and the police weren't allowed 
in (though that didn't stop them 
from trying)! 


The camp's structure was loosely 
modeled after the protest camp at 
last year's G8 summit in Gleneagles, 
Scotland: People camped in several 
"neighborhoods" around the cen- 
ter of the camp, each one represent- 
ing a different geographical location 
(London, Nottingham, Scotland, etc). 
Each neighborhood ran its own com- 
munal kitchen and sent two repre- 
sentatives to a spokescouncil every 
morning to make decisions affect- 
ing the whole camp (most meetings 
were dominated by the ever-present 
issue of how to deal with the police 
and their constant stop-and-searches 


of anyone walking outside the camp 
boundary). The communal space in 
the center of camp was comprised of 
workshop spaces, a kids' space, a bar, 
an Indymedia tent and a bike 
tent. There were also spaces 
for well-being, legal help and 
general information. The set- 
up seemed to work well in 
fostering community amongst 
neighborhoods while enabling 
a democratic and participatory 
decision-making process. Alco- 
hol was plentiful and allowed 
everywhere on site; there was 
a bar open each night selling 
organic beer, cider and liquor. 
Infrastructure included com- 
posting toilets, hay-bale pissers, 
graywater systems connected 
to an impressive water system 
of pipes, hoses and spigots run- 
ning throughout the camp, and 
wind and solar powered sound 
systems and computers, 
f 

| Propaganda Battles 

k The camp generated loads of 
f national media coverage over 
the course of the week. One of 
the more bizarre examples was 
when the front page of The 
Independent featured a photo 
from the mass action at Drax along- 
side one of Arnold Schwarzenegger, 
with the headline "The Green Revo- 
lution." It was refreshing to be in a 
country where the media and the 
general public agree that climate 
change is a huge problem and that 
things need to change. 

The ideological battle that UK ac- 
tivists face is more against rampant 
greenwashing — the notion that green 
capitalism, carbon trading and other 
market-based carbon-offset schemes 
will save us from global warming. But 
micro-reductions are not only insig- 
nificant — considering that numerous 



The two-tiered tripod used to help secure the camp. 


Page 6 Earth First! Samhain/Yule 2006 



feedback loops (trapped methane in 
the Siberian permafrost and shrink- 
ing Arctic ice to name just two) are 
causing climate change to occur 
much faster than expected — they 
are actually quite damaging, because 
they reassure the public that every- 
thing is under control when, in fact, 
we all need to be making drastic life- 
style changes. One London-based ac- 
tivist emphasized that we only have 
about 10 years to cut our global emis- 
sions by 75 percent if we are to avert 
catastrophic climate change, and that 
business-friendly "solutions" like car- 
bon offsets are Teally the equivalent of 
bailing out the Titanic with a thimble. 

Resistance Rising 

UK activists have also been 
tackling the specific causes of 
climate change. A major fo- 
cus right now is the aviation 
industry, the fastest grow- 
ing source of carbon emis- 
sions. Jet fuel is not taxed in 
the UK, so airlines offer super 
cheap flights around Europe. 
Non-governmental organiza- 
tions are working to establish 
stricter aviation emissions 
regulations (not just capping 
them at Kyoto levels) and are 
encouraging people to fly less. 
Meanwhile, autonomous di- 
rect-action groups throughout the UK 
are setting their sights on airport ex- 
pansion as a long-term project. One of 
these groups, Plane Stupid, occupied 
a Nottingham East Midlands taxiway 
a week after the climate camp. This 
is an area that hasn't been explored 
much in the US but is worth pursu- 
ing; one-fifth of all flying in the world 
is on domestic US flights. 

Rising Tide UK has also been or- 
ganizing a series of actions on other 
climate related issues, often incorpo- 
rating street theater and huge, glossy 


banners targeting oil companies' gre- 
enwashing (specifically BP and Shell). 
A lot of their "fluffy" actions (as op- 
posed to "spiky") are about celebrat- 
ing life and having fun while taking 
action against the death machine. 
Also, focusing on environmental jus- 
tice, they try to show the destruction 
that First World countries export to 
the Global South — and bring home 
the struggles for social justice that im- 
perialistic resource barons (and carbon 
offset companies) have sparked all 
over the world. Part of this work in- 
volves avoiding the pitfall of allowing 
climate change to be framed as an "en- 
vironmental" issue, which automati- 
cally limits how it is discussed. 


London Rising Tide has also been 
sponsoring an art installation called 
Art Not Oil, a three-year-old exhibition 
that started in a squatted space and now 
travels the country. They're also plan- 
ning to establish urban permaculture 
gardens called (com)mutiny gardens. 

Aside from doing amazing work, 
the UK Rising Tide folks are also 
downright lovely people. It was great 
getting to know them over the course 
of the camp, strategizing over tea and 
cider, and working with them during 
the action. 


We did a workshop on RTNA, which 
was quite well-received. We talked 
about the origins, strategy and proj- 
ects of the group, as well as moun- 
taintop removal and the Green Scare. 
Everyone we spoke with was eager to 
hear about how we organize in the US 
and about the political climate here. 
Folks had heard about the Green 
Scare, but it didn't seem like its full 
implications for the movement had 
percolated across the ocean. 

The Battle of Drax 

It had been announced in the me- 
dia, on posters, in people's email, and 
by word of mouth: We were going to 
shut down Drax on August 31. When 
the day rolled around, we were 
about 500-strong — not quite 
the thousands that camp orga- 
nizers had hoped for, but still a 
good, determined bunch. There 
was a Clandestine Insurgent 
Rebel Clown Army, a samba 
band, a kids' bloc, the Bicycol- 
ogy bike tour, a giant ostrich 
puppet (a theme for the camp), 
a block of people in white haz- 
ard suits and self-motivated af- 
finity groups from all over the 
UK. There had been a block- 
ade at a nuclear plant a couple 
days before the mass action, 
and when the camp awoke on 
that morning, we were greeted with 
news that there had already been an 
early-morning blockade at one of the 
other two power plants in Megawatt 
Valley. 

We broke into different groups, 
some going with the kids' bloc down 
the road, some going with the hazard 
suits through the fields, others blaz- 
ing their own trail. Between us and 
Drax were a number of fields, some 
with livestock, some with horses, 
some with greenhouses and some 
unattended. Next to the camp was a 
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nature preserve, where a temporary 
cop shop had been set up for police 
forces from as far away as London. 
The police tried to contain the crowd, 
but people slipped by in small groups, 
running through fields, jumping over 
ditches, climbing through brambles 
and barbed wire, and playing cat-and- 
mouse with cops in neon yellow vests 
and funny hats. Finally, a critical mass 
of people made it to Drax's perimeter 
fence and proceeded to mull around 
for a bit, listening to the samba band 
and contemplating the long line of 
police between us 
and the fence. 

There was not 
much advanced co- 
ordination among 
affinity groups, but 
people self-organized 
and took initiative. 

Before this mass of 
people had arrived, 
a few groups made 
it through the fence 
and onto the sprawl- 
ing power plant site 
to climb towers and 
equipment. Some- 
one locked down to 
a fire escape; another 
locked onto the coal 
conveyor belt for four hours. Other 
affinity groups made it through the 
fence, only to be beaten, gassed, pep- 
per sprayed and nicked (arrested). 

Meanwhile, Bicycology was biking 
around, blasting tunes from pedal- 
powered speakers. The kids' bloc 
made it to the main intersection in 
the nearest town and was detained by 
police, with the prized ostrich puppet 
being arrested for suspicious behav- 
ior. Rebel clowns roamed the streets, 
passing information along and play- 
ing mysterious games with groups of 
police. There were two instances of 
angry farmers using tractors to try 
to run over protesters (they were 
not successful) but in general, locals 
were supportive and no complaints 
were filed. 

The day of action succeeded in strik- 
ing fear into the heart of Drax, with 
employees using secret, pre-arranged 
knocking codes before entering each 
others' offices. No trains were running 
in the days leading up to the action 
(the plant gets all of its coal by rail), 
and for six hours, no coal got into the 


plant due to safety regulations. The 
action at Drax also put coal on the ra- 
dar in the UK in a way that it hadn't 
been before. While Drax is the largest 
plant in the UK, it also has modern 
scrubbers and is the most efficient; 
consequently, the plant had previ- 
ously enjoyed a fairly greenwashed 
image. The climate camp action 
helped debunk the logic that equates 
efficient coal burning with sustain- 
ability, and brought the focus back to 
carbon dioxide as the major cause of 
global climate change. 


As a con, the action might have 
been more successful if there had 
been more planning. The widely pub- 
licized call to shut down the plant 
attracted a massive amount of press, 
but also massive numbers of police 
and high expectations. Having the 
action on Thursday in the middle of 
the camp also may have cut down 
on numbers, and took energy away 
from the workshops happening on 
Friday and Saturday, when everyone 
was recovering. 

The Future is Unwritten — 
Inaction is the Tragedy 

All in all, the Climate Camp was 
a huge success. It drew a wide vari- 
ety of people (or at least wider than 
the young, white, anarcho-punk 
inclined crowd that dominates EF! 
gatherings in the US), leading to a 
healthy debate on various issues, 
strategies and tactics. 

We came away from the camp 
feeling part of a truly global move- 
ment, as well as feeling the urgency 
of this overwhelming issue of climate 


change. We all understand how the 
extraction and burning of fossil fuels 
has made possible the rapid growth 
of consumer capitalism (and all the 
genocide and ecocide that has come 
with it). Now, as colonialism spins 
on, there are new displacements of 
communities, new disruptions of bio- 
regions and new assaults on indige- 
nous sovereignty being undertaken in 
the name of stopping climate change. 
Genetically modified tree plantations, 
claiming to "offset carbon emissions," 
produce more perfect trees for the 
chip mills. Monocul- 
ture soy plantations, 
promising (hat we 
can use biofuels to 
keep all our machines 
running even in the 
age of ecological col- 
lapse, are displacing 
indigenous commu- 
nities and wreaking 
havoc on local eco- 
systems. 

There is a growing, 
multi-billion-dollar 
market in carbon 
offset schemes, help- 
ing people, business- 
es and governments 
appease their First 
World guilt while not for a moment 
interfering with the machinery that 
is destroying the Earth. If the regular 
people of the First World put their 
faith in these market-based "solu- 
tions" to climate change, it may well 
be too late by the time they realize 
what a scam they've bought into. 

As EFlers and other radicals, we 
must make it clear that the system 
that has created this shit is not go- 
ing to fix it. The struggle for social 
justice, for sustainability, for equal- 
ity, must be a struggle against capi- 
talism. Those of us living in the 
US have more opportunities than 
anyone else in the world to hit the 
Earth-destroying machine where it's 
most vulnerable — from inside the 
belly of the beast. These opportuni- 
ties abound; they're all around us 
everyday. The key is to not get over- 
whelmed by the enormity of it all; 
choose your battles and go forth. 
The time to act is now. 

For more information about Ris- 
ing Tide North America, visit www. 
risingtidenorthamerica.org. 



The kids' bloc starting off towards Drax on the main day of action. 
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Biking for Climate J 

CYCLISTS REMEMBER HURRICANE KAT 


artwork by the Beehive Collective 


by Rising Tide North America 

On August 25, cyclists in 32 cities in the US and Can- 
ada marked the anniversary of Hurricane Katrina. From 
Los Angeles to Toronto, an estimated 2,500 riders hit the 
streets to remind the public about the plight of Katrina 
survivors while fundraising for advocacy groups. The 
ride drew attention to the links 
between fossil fuels, car culture, 
climate change and destructive 
hurricanes. 

In San Francisco, hundreds 
of riders staged a "follow the 
flood line" route, placing stickers 
around the city to mark the an- 
ticipated 15-foot increase in sea 
levels from the melting of the ice 
caps. Although the subject matter 
was serious, rides across the conti- 
nent featured riders in Mardi Gras 
costumes, signs depicting cray- 
fish and alligators on bikes, and 
zydeco and brass-band music. 

"We aren’t here to just remind 
people about the ongoing suffer- 
ing in the Gulf Coast," said Anna 
Sloan, a Critical Mass rider in 
Chicago. "We are riding also to promote something posi- 
tive: bikes as a sustainable alternative to oil." 

Virtually all of the rides went off without problems or 
conflicts with police, although in Portland, Oregon, police 
dispersed the parade of cyclists into many small groups. 
In Asheville, North Carolina, more than 100 riders partici- 
pated and brought traffic to a standstill as they rode onto 
US Interstate 26. "Some might say what we did today was 
drastic," said one cyclist, who was arrested at the end of the 
ride. "What could be more drastic than the potential deaths 
of tens of thousands of people and massive extinction due 
to fossil-fueled climate change? We need to be taking ex- 
treme actions every day in order to preserve our planet." 

Juggling signs reading "More Cars = More Climate 
Change = More Hurricanes" and "No More Katrinas!" 
riders spoke with drivers and pedestrians about the inter- 
section of race, class and environmental issues. Sporting 
"gas-free" bicycles, the riders highlighted the need to hold 
the oil industry accountable for the ongoing hardship in 
the Gulf Coast. 


When Katrina hit, disregard for safety and an over- 
grown industry prompted a simultaneous oil and pet- 
rochemical spill of epic proportions. More than eight 
million gallons of crude oil poured into dozens of areas 
around southern Louisiana, including one million gal- 
lons in a residential neighborhood in St. Bernard Parish 
(see EF!J March- April 2006). Massive quantities of neu- 
rotoxins, corrosives and car- 
cinogenic chemicals such as 
ammonia, formaldehyde and 
cyanide were spilled from petro- 
chemical plants. 

Some of those same plants 
have been exposing people to 
toxic waste for years, leading 
to the creation of the infamous 
"Cancer Alley" in southeastern 
Louisiana. The human popula- 
tion in the area — predominately 
people of color — suffers the high- 
est cancer rates in the US from 
the petrochemical industry's ter- 
rible pollution of the land, air, 
and water. 

The August 25 ride was orga- 
nized as a collaborative effort 
between the national climate 
change action group Rising Tide North America and the 
Critical Mass cyclist movement. The demand of the ride 
was for "climate justice” — that society's poor and vulnera- 
ble should not disproportionately suffer the consequences 
of climate change. 

Activists chose August 25, the anniversary of when 
Katrina reached hurricane strength, in order to draw 
attention to recent studies linking global warming to 
increased hurricane intensity. A recent study by the 
National Center of Atmospheric Research found that 
global warming accounted for half of the extra hurri- 
cane-fueling warmth in the waters of the tropical North 
Atlantic in 2005. Natural cycles were found to be only 
a minor factor. 

The ride served as a reminder that the 2005 hurricane 
season made the effects of climate change real. We must 
take action now to address this problem or Katrina will be 
just the beginning. 

For more information, write contact@risingtidenorth 
america.org; www.risingtidenorthamerica.org. 
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Katuah Earth First! 

regional roundup 

Katuah Earth First! (KEF!) has been busy since y'all left our 
bioregion after the Round River Rendezvous. We've been 
keeping up the heat on King Coal, bike riding for climate 
justice, and raising hell over logging in our national forests. 


Fighting King Coal 

At the beginning of August, we headed down to the 
National Governors' Association meeting in Charleston, 
South Carolina, where governors from across the nation 
gathered to wine and dine. Well, we had a different plan 
for them: We would expose the southern Appalachian 
governors for their criminal complicity in the destruction 
of our mountains through mountaintop removal (MTR) 
coal mining. 

For the first action, our friends at Coal River Mountain 
Watch did a little activist outsourcing and hired a plane 
to fly an enormous banner reading, "Joe Manchin, Stop 
Destroying My Mountains — God" over the governors' 
exclusive golf outing on a private island. Manchin is the 
governor of West Virginia, where MTR mining has already 
flattened more than 500 square miles of mountains. 

Later that evening, as the governors came to Charles- 
ton's historic district for a night of refreshments and 
entertainment, KEF! and Mountain Justice Summer 
activists showed up to greet them with a large ban- 
ner reading, "End the Destruction of Appalachia, Stop 
Mountaintop Removal." 

The following day, folks got up bright and early to join 
in on the governors' 5K fun-run, sporting spiffy "Stop 
Mountaintop Removal" shirts. Well, it turned out to be 
more of a fun-run-with-the-cops for our team, but the 
message still got across. 

In the afternoon, demonstrators rallied outside the gov- 
ernors' opening press conference at the Charleston Coun- 
ty Courthouse. Activists shouted "Hey Joe, kids first" to 
remind Manchin of his responsibility to the health and 
safety of the students at Marsh Fork Elementary School in 
Sundial, West Virginia. The school building sits just 225 
feet from a coal silo and 400 yards downhill from a 2.8- 
billion-gallon toxic coal sludge dam. 

The weekend in Charleston was rounded off with a 
street theater performance, in which the Appalachian 
governors were "married" to King Coal. A banner listing 
the governors' names under the phrase "We Won't Stop 
Until You Do!" was deployed off a building adjacent to 
the conference. 

About a month later, we were back at it in Kingsport, 
Tennessee, for the Eastern Coal Conference, to keep the 


pressure on the people destroying our mountains. Turn- 
out for the protest wasn't so great, but an anonymous 
individual apparently decided to make up for the lack of 
numbers with covert disruption, pulling the fire alarm 
at the conference center. Needless to say, the conference 
was disrupted, but the tighter security prevented any fur- 
ther action. 



A good old Earth First! style wedding. 


Case Camp Timber Sale 

KEF! is also currently fighting the Case Camp Timber 
Sale in the Pisgah National Forest just south of Asheville, 
North Carolina. The proposed project area covers 1,200 
acres and sits adjacent to the Shining Rock wilderness area. 
The area is rich with waterfalls and diverse plant life, as 
well as countless trout streams that still run crystal clear. 

If the Freddies get their way, that will no longer be so. 
The Forest Service is proposing to log 275 acres, "treat" 
797 acres with toxic herbicide and rebuild nine miles of 
road. They are using the asinine excuse of creating wildlife 
habitat and controlling invasive species, as if new logging 
roads and clearcuts aren’t the perfect vectors for introduc- 
ing non-Native plants. 

We recently had a very well-attended Fall Equinox cam- 
pout at the site of the timber sale to introduce folks to the 
forests that the US Forest Service seeks to destroy. There is 
significant opposition in the area to the sale and we are 
dedicated to fighting it to the end. 

For more information, visit www.katuahearthfirst.org. 
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by Lisa Z 

For nine years, Private 
Fuel Storage (PFS), com- 
posed of the eight larg- 
est electric utilities in the 
country, has tried to for- 
ward a plan to "temporar- 
ily" store 40,000 tons of 
high-level nuclear waste on 
the Skull Valley Goshute 
Reservation in Utah. PFS's 
evil plans were thwarted on 
September 7, when the Bu- 
reau of Indian Affairs (BIA) 
and the Bureau of Land 
Management (BLM) issued 
a "No Action” decision on 
the proposal. 

The agencies' reasons for rejecting 
the lease were mostly for bureaucratic 
oversights — such as the regional BIA 
not having the authority to issue a 
conditional lease — and enforce- 
ment and security concerns. For 
example, law enforcement agen- 
cies either lacked jurisdiction in 
the area or were based too far away. 
The BLM was also concerned that the 
Environmental Impact Statement 
for the project didn't explain the 
hazards of transporting the waste 
to Skull Valley and then again to 
Yucca Mountain, where it would be 
permanently stored. 

While the glow of victory is fresh, 
protectors of the valley are still wary. 
Many of the official reasons for reject- 
ing the project could potentially be 
addressed and a new proposal issued. 
Shundahai Network, a national anti- 
nuke organization that fights to keep 
nuclear waste off indigenous lands 
and one of the groups that organized 
against PFS, suspects that Skull Val- 
ley could be selected for nuclear fuel 
reprocessing — a process used to extract 
plutonium and uranium from spent 
nuclear reactor fuels — which is po- 
tentially worse than storage because 
high doses of radiation are released 
into the surrounding environment. 

There are also worries that PFS could 
try to exploit divisions in the tribe. 


The chief of the Goshutes, Leon Bear, 
has said that the US government's re- 
jection of the project is on par with 
breaches of past treaties. Apparently, 
Bear sees the loss of hundreds of thou- 
sands of dollars as worse than losing 
the health of his land and people. 

While some tribal members saw the 
temporary waste storage as a lucra- 
tive way to make money, many oth- 
ers — like Margene Bullcreek, founder 
of the local anti-nuclear waste group 
Ohngo Gaudadeh Devia Awareness 
(OGDA) — understood the PFS project 
was a predator of indigenous rights, 
wellbeing and sovereignty. "We were 
told how safe [the PFS project] was 
and how it would bring prosperity to 
our lives," said Bullcreek. "It would 
have been easy to lose oneself in the 
vulnerability of the band members 
who were groping for wealth as a way 
out of despair and reservation pov- 
erty. For those of us who respect our 
Devia, our homeland, wealth at the 
expense of our cultural traditions was 
never an option." 

Over the course of nine years, OGDA 
was supported by a national coalition 
of indigenous and environmental 
groups including the Shundahai Net- 
work, the Indigenous Environmental 
Network and the indigenous-led En- 
vironmental Justice Foundation in 
Utah. Members of OGDA and their 


lawyer, Mark EchoHawk, fre- 
quently met with state and 
federal officials and joined in 
legal action with the State of 
Utah against the project. 

Many mainstream media 
stories have heaped praise 
upon federal agencies, which 
finally agreed to points OGDA 
had been arguing for years. But 
"it is somewhat disappointing 
that it took the BIA so long to 
reach this decision," said Echo- 
Hawk. "In December 2002, we 
asked the BIA to withdraw its 
conditional approval... based 
on many of the points the BIA 
now relies on in its decision. 
The BIA has been aware of the 
reasons that justify disapproval of 
the PFS lease for years now, but failed 
to act." 

Perhaps in the future, nuclear pred- 
ators will not pursue projects in Skull 
Valley — but they will probably seek 
out locations on other indigenous 
lands, true to their environmentally 
racist ways. 

"We were almost destroyed by this 
poisonous, high-level nuclear waste 
that no one wants or knows what to 
do with, other than to store on indig- 
enous land. Corporate greed is caus- 
ing the destruction of our indigenous 
lands to promote American life and 
feed America's lust for power," said 
Bullcreek. "It gives me a great sense of 
being an indigenous woman to speak 
against nuclear power. We not only 
spoke out, we stood up for our cul- 
tural and traditional values and the 
protection of animal life, air, water, 
people and Mother Earth." 

Bullcreek speaks for grassroots or- 
ganizations who have worked to keep 
nuclear waste out of Skull Valley for 
the noble motives of sustainability 
and the protection of native heritage. 
They will continue their fight. 

Lisa Z loves living in the West, riding 
bicycles and standing up for and with 
others. She believes nuclear waste stor- 
age sites should be set up in wealthy 
neighborhoods. 
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by Sophia 

Ahh, inhale that breeze — is it Au- 
tumn, or is it the sweet scent of drift- 
ing, genetically engineered pollen? 
Recently, it has come to light that 
various genetically modified organ- 
isms (GMOs) have been escaping their 
test sites and insinuating themselves 
in the wild and among "natural" crop 
fields, where they then get into the 
food supply. GMO seeds and pollen 
are being carried away by the wind, 
insects, birds and transportation vehi- 
cles from corporations' insecure out- 
door growing labs. 

In early August, a variety of geneti- 
cally engineered (GE) golf-course grass, 
still unapproved for use, was found 
growing in the wild in central Oregon. 
Monsanto and the Scotts Miracle- 
Gro Company had altered this creep- 
ing bentgrass variety to be resistant 
to Monsanto's herbicide, Roundup 
(see EF!J July- August 2004). That this 
grass escaped a testing site and suc- 
cessfully established itself in the wild 
only proves that other resistant plants 
could spread as well, becoming what 
are known as "superweeds." 

After scientists working for the En- 
vironmental Protection Agency dis- 
covered the grass, a spokesman for 
Monsanto explained that the ren- 
egade grass couldn't become a pesky 
weed, because herbicides other than 
Roundup could still be used to con- 
trol it. A representative of Scotts fur- 
ther claimed that if the grass was 
used on golf courses, it would be kept 
short, so it wouldn't be able to spread 
its seed into the wild. He said that 
the company was already working to 
eradicate other escaped, unapproved 
grasses that it had discovered outside 
test sites. 


But enough about superweeds... 
what about illegal GMOs in the Food 
and Drug Administration-approved 
food we eat? Well, here in the US, 
there are few of the restrictions and 
labeling requirements that other 
countries have for GE food products. 
GE and non-GE ingredients are al- 
lowed to be mixed together at man- 
ufacturing plants, leaving us with at 
least some GE ingredients in a wide 
range of products. As a result, more 
than 70 percent of processed foods on 
the shelves of US grocery stores con- 
tain at least some GE ingredients. In 
the US, 61 percent of corn, 89 percent 
of soybeans, 80 percent of rapeseed 
(Canola) and 83 percent of cotton 
plants (used for cottonseed oil) are 
genetically modified. In addition, GE 
bacteria and fungi are regularly used 
to make many processed foods. 

Thousands of miles away, in the 
European Union (EU), all GE food is 
illegal. In January, however, recent 
shipments of rice from the US were 
found to be contaminated with Bayer 
CropScience's GE Liberty Link Rice 
601 (LL601). This herbicide-resistant 
variety of rice has been approved for 
cultivation — but not human con- 
sumption — in the US and Canada. It is 
illegal everywhere else in the world. 

LL601 somehow spread from 
field-test sites to other commercial- 
ly grown, non-GMO rice crops. This 
probably happened around 2001, 
when Bayer was doing most of its 
tests on the rice, but it is unknown 
exactly how long LL601 has been in 
the food supply. In August, tests dis- 
covered the LL601 gene in rice prod- 
ucts in grocery stores across Germany, 
France, Sweden, Switzerland and the 
Netherlands, and it is likely to be dis- 
covered elsewhere as well. 


In the UK, people are outraged be- 
cause the British Food Safety Agency 
told the public that the rice shouldn't 
be commercially sold, while assur- 
ing major supermarket chains that 
they would not be required to with- 
draw contaminated rice products. 
In response to the uproar, a former 
GE advisor to the US Food and Drug 
Administration, Doug Gurian-Sher- 
man, stated, "Risks should not be 
taken with public health for the 
convenience of companies or of 
government." He went on to say, "I 
wouldn't eat it myself." 

Japan immediately banned all US 
rice imports, and while there has 
been a push for the European Com- 
mission to approve a similar ban, it 
has decided instead to require test- 
ing and certification for all imports 
of US long-grain rice. However, Ebro 
Puleva, the world's largest rice com- 
pany, which controls 30 percent of 
all rice imports to the EU, said in 
September that it will not allow any 
more rice from the US into the EU — 
and it may sue Bayer as well. 

This isn't the first time that Bayer, 
the major agro-chemical corpora- 
tion formerly known as Aventis, has 
been responsible for renegade GE 
crops. Aventis' StarLink Corn, which 
is known to contain allergens and tox- 
ins, escaped from field-test sites several 
years ago, and was found in the gener- 
al corn supply in 2000. Countries were 
outraged when corn imports from the 
US turned out to be contaminated with 
StarLink even after the US Department 
of Agriculture (USDA) claimed that 
they were clean. Doing cleanups after 
a GMO has escaped a supposedly con- 
tained site is extremely difficult, and 
it's hard to know if the modified genes 
can even be completely eradicated. In 
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Katuah EF! sent a clear message in October to a ship full of people attending a GE 

tree conference. 


both the StarLink Corn and the Lib- 
erty Link Rice cases, leaks took several 
years to be discovered. 

About a week after the LL601 gene 
was discovered in US natural rice ex- 
ports, another form of GE rice, still 
in its testing phases, was found to be 
contaminating exports from China 
that were being sold all across Europe. 
The rice is known as Bt rice because 
it can internally produce its own Ba- 
cillus thuringi'ensis (Bt) insecticide. 
It is known to contain allergens and 
toxins not found in natural rice, and 
has never been approved for human 
consumption. It is unknown whether 
this rice actually escaped from testing 
sites or was sold illegally to farmers. 

Resistance to GMOs is growing as 
people become more aware of their 
dangerously irreversible implications. 
For example, the Davis Anti-Biotech 
Coalition called for a demonstration 
at the USDA and Monsanto buildings 
in Davis, California, last July. The pro- 
test was part of the 2006 mobilization 
against the G8 meetings and was held 
to oppose the so-called "Monsanto 
Bill," which would have taken away 
the right of local California communi- 
ties to ban the testing and growing of 
GMOs in their jurisdiction. If the bill 
had passed, California would probably 
have followed up with more laws favor- 
ing GE corporations — but thanks to the 
resistance of farmers, activists, and the 
public, it was defeated in September. 

Other US-based movements against 
GE include Topless Humans Orga- 
nized for Natural Genetics (THONG), 
which stages topless protests and 
shows, the Stop GE Trees campaign, 
which helps set up roadshows against 
genetic modification of trees, and oth- 
er local grassroots resistance like GE- 
Free Maine and GE-Free California. 


Around the world, public out- 
cry against GMOs has taken many 
forms. Vast numbers of farmers have 
put their voices together to protest 
the importation of GE technology 
in India, Asia, Latin America, and 
elsewhere. "Desperate" developing 
countries have turned down dona- 
tions of GE food, as when Zambia 
refused GE food aid during a food 
crisis, and worked its own way out 
of the crisis GE-free (see EF!J July- 
August 2004). 

People have taken action at super- 
markets and fast-food joints using 
picket lines or, more creatively, with 
activists dressed up in contamination 
gear handing out informational flyers 
to shoppers. Some have approached 
the problem even more directly, 
burning test fields of GMO crops or 
otherwise destroying biotech research 
organisms — which, as we can see, 
pose a problem not just once they are 
legalized but also well before. 

There are billions of potential GMOs, 
but there are also billions of ways to 
fight them. One is at an upcoming 
convergence to counter the Biotech- 
nology Industry Organization's (BIO) 
conference in Boston in May 2007. 
The BIO conferences, which migrate 
to a different city each year, have been 
faced with demonstrations at every 
turn. This year, the BIO is scheduled 
to discuss GMOs, bioweapons and 
bioengineered pharmaceuticals in the 
shadow of Boston's popular move- 
ment against a level-four bioweapons 
lab, and New England's history of 
struggle against the destructive prop- 
erties of GMOs. They're not wanted, 
and we'll remind them! 

For more information, contact 
reclaimthecommons@gmail.com; 
www.rtc.revolt.org. 
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Opposition Dooms Sale of 
Forest Land 

A Bush administration pro- 
posal to sell 300,000 acres of 
national forest to raise money 
for rural schools and roads was 
shelved in early October be- 
cause of widespread opposition. 
In addition to environmental 
groups, many primarily Repub- 
lican counties throughout the 
nation and even right-wing 
groups like the National Rifle 
Association vehemently op- 
posed the legislation. 

Also shelved was an adminis- 
tration proposal that would have 
required the US Bureau of Land 
Management, the federal gov- 
ernment's largest landowner, to 
dramatically boost its land sales 
to raise $350 million over the 
next decade. 

Boeing to Install "Virtual 
Fence" on Arizona Border 

Boeing, the world’s largest 
aerospace company, won a $67 
million federal contract on Sep- 
tember 21 to install a high-tech 
"virtual fence" along the Mexi- 
can border in Arizona. The con- 
tract calls for 1,800 high-tech 
towers complete with cameras 
and sensors to be placed on a 
28-mile stretch of border near 
Tucson that cuts through the To- 
hono O'odham Nation. 

Boeing and its partners, Lu- 
cent Technologies and DRS Sur- 
veillance and Reconnaissance 
Group, are scheduled to begin 
installation immediately after 
the contract is finalized. The 
towers, to be operated by Border 
Patrol agents, will be completed 
by next Spring. 

Boeing and government offi- 
cials said the project, the so-called 
Secure Border Initiative, was the 
first part of what could be a mul- 
tibillion-dollar plan to reduce il- 
legal entry along the borders with 
Canada and Mexico over the next 
six years. 
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ALASKA’S 

ROAD 

TO 

NOWHERE 


BY Pippi THE Rat 

All hail Ted Stevens, king of pork, 
the man who brings the bacon home 
to the state of Alaska. US Senator Ste- 
vens has managed to secure $365 mil- 
lion of federal money, earmarked to 
bring a road to the deprived citizens 
of Juneau, who currently rely on one 
of the most stunning and dependable 
ferry systems on the planet for their 
transportation needs. We're talking 
about fucking with an award-win- 
ning public transportation system 
and replacing it with a dangerous, en- 
vironmentally destructive conduit for 
private automobiles. All this in a time 
when the US's resources are stretched 
to the limit by our fanatical quest to 
import free-market capitalism to the 
few remaining countries that have 
not yet embraced our economic colo- 
nialism. Is America great or what? 

At first, the Juneau road plan just 
seemed stupendously dangerous and 
environmentally devastating. The 
proposed thoroughfare would follow 
the east side of the Lynn Canal — the 
nation's longest, deepest fjord — across 
approximately 40 avalanche chutes. 
Any third grader can tell you the ef- 
fects of punching a road through un- 
trammeled wilderness, carving a shelf 
for cars along dramatic rock faces un- 
der which Stellar sea lions, humpback 
whales and five different species of 
salmon frolic. In a word: catastrophic. 

Now that all the details are in, the 
plan reads like a twisted joke. Here's 
the punch line: after crossing all 
those avalanche chutes, traversing 
sheer cliffs and destroying the mouth 
of a pristine, wild and scenic river, the 
road will arrive at... a new ferry ter- 
minal. Where citizens of Juneau will 
once again have to arrange their lives 
around a boat schedule — the very pre- 


dicament this road was supposed to 
ameliorate in the first place. Stevens' 
plan involves laying 70 miles of new 
road and also building a new ferry 
terminal — maybe two — plus a new 
ferry to shuttle people three miles 
across the canal to the fishing village 
of Haines (where residents are vehe- 
mently opposed to this whole road 
business anyway). 



A dangerous, expensive plan, plus 
an ugly road, and add to that angry 
residents: what gives? Sure, Stevens 
has road-building, ferry-constructing 
friends who stand to rake in fistfuls of 
cash, but the plot is thicker and more 
diabolical than naked profit. Take 
a spin through the Juneau Interna- 
tional Airport and rest your eyes on a 
glass-encased display called "Mineral 
Resources of Southeast Alaska." The 
largest band of known mineral de- 
posits is north of Juneau at the Kens- 
ington mine, just out of reach of the 
current road system. There are also 


significant deposits on the east side of 
the Lynn Canal, exactly at the termi- 
nus of the proposed road. 

In other words, Stevens and his cro- 
nies want to federally subsidize min- 
ing roads. Cynical optimists forecast 
the project will mysteriously run out 
of money once it reaches Kensington. 
Beyond Kensington, who can calcu- 
late exactly what wealth is imprisoned 
in the rocks beneath the east side of 
the Lynn Canal, tantalizingly out of 
reach unless a road is completed? 

Southeast Alaska — a thin curve of 
rain soaked islands, massive ice fields 
and mountain-lined fjords bristling 
with western hemlock and Sitka 
spruce — is a road-builders' nightmare. 
Craggy mountains, many of which 
have never felt hiking boots on their 
flanks, rise to 6,500 feet. Glaciers 
calve into the still waters and extend 
for miles inland. Frequent avalanch- 
es, heavy Winter snows and months 
of dreary, icy rain close existing roads 
for extended periods every year. 

Of the 15 major communities in 
the entire 600-mile stretch, only 
three — Hyder, Haines and Skag- 
way — have road access to the rest 
of the world. To give you a sense of 
the utility of the road system in this 
part of the world: Haines is only 15 
miles south of Skagway; by ferry, the 
journey takes just under an hour. 
By car, the journey is 365 miles and 
takes you around an enormous field 
of ice and through northern British 
Columbia and the sub-arctic desert 
of the Yukon Territories before curv- 
ing back around to the coastal tourist 
playground of Skagway. This wind- 
ing, beautiful trip is referred to as 
the Golden Circle and makes for an 
excellent weekend drive, but is not 
a practical way of getting from one 
place to another. 
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The harsh topography of the region 
means that most of its 70,000 resi- 
dents rely on the state's ferry service 
for their transportation needs. But it's 
not just residents; each year, thou- 
sands of people travel from all over 
the world to ride the Alaska Marine 
Highway System, ope of the last vi- 
able and convenient public transport 
systems in our country. It's kind of 
like a public cruise ship, minus the 
rich people and shuffleboard. The 
scar of a 70-mile ribbon of asphalt 
would seriously mar this designated 
scenic byway. 

The road would only affect the 
roughly 33,000 residents of Juneau, 
Haines and Skagway, the three towns 
along the Lynn Canal. Slightly more 
than half the residents of Juneau are in 
favor of the road, but many don't know 
that the road won't reach all the way 
to Skagway. The residents of Haines 
and Skagway overwhelmingly op- 
pose the ridiculous project. Folks from 
Skagway are particularly incensed, as 
they were originally promised a road 
that would allow them to drive to the 
state's capital. The current plan would 
mean that instead of getting on a ferry 
and arriving in Juneau five hours lat- 
er, they would have to get on a ferry, 
unload, transfer to another ferry and 
then drive a dangerous mountain road 
to get to the state capital. 

Road builders, former miners and 
environmentalists all predict the road 
will cost at least three times the $365 
million Stevens has managed to se- 
cure. Which of our current meager 
social services will be ait in order to 
fund this preposterous plan? 

If the road does get built, the state 
of Alaska will be left with the task of 
maintaining the 70 miles of asphalt. 
Roads out of Haines and Skagway are 
regularly closed during late Winter 


and early Spring, and desperate at- 
tempts to lure bidders to the thank- 
less task of plowing existing streets 
in southeast Alaska towns attest to 
the difficulty of maintaining the cur- 
rent road system. Despite a glut of oil 
money, roads in southeast Alaska are 
notoriously poorly maintained. This 
one will be no different. 

Locals have held a plethora of com- 
munity meetings to counteract the 
government-sponsored road propa- 
ganda. This Summer saw the establish- 
ment of a short-lived base camp at the 
location of the proposed new ferry ter- 
minal. Three stalwart lunatics braved 
27-foot tides to hang a banner reading 
"No Road! Keep it Wild!" Survey stakes, 
flags and markers have been meticu- 
lously removed and disposed of. 

But knowledge of the plan — let alone 
organized resistance — has been severe- 
ly lacking south of the 49th parallel. 
Mainstream environmental groups, 
like the Lynn Canal and Southeast 
Alaska Conservation Council (SEACC) 
are fighting the plan locally and could 
use your assistance. But surely a reader 
like you can do better than that. 

The rainy, icy Autumn and Winter 
months severely limit road construc- 
tion, as well as radical resistance. But 
this is a perfect time for strategizing 
and planning Spring and Summer ac- 
tions to halt further progress on the 
silly scheme. Next Summer, hard-core 
residents will be mounting ever more 
serious campaigns to shut down further 
construction. Will you join them? 

For more information, contact SE- 
ACC, 419 6th St., #200, Juneau, AK 
99801; emily@aktransportation.org; 
www.juneauroad.com. 

Pippi the Rat lived for two Winters 
in Southeast Alaska, where this long- 
time vegan learned to love salmon and 
moose meat. 
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"You Win"— UCLA 
Vivisector Quits 

On August 6, the North Amer- 
ican Animal Liberation Press 
Office received an email with 
the subject heading, "You win" 
from Dario Ringach, stating that 
he will no longer experiment on 
non-human primates. 

According to UCLAPrimate- 
Freedom.com, a website featur- 
ing the vivisector's work, Ringach 
"has been approved to kill 30 
macaque monkeys for vision ex- 
periments. Each monkey is first 
paralyzed, then has coils glued 
to its eyes during a single session 
that lasts up to 120 hours, and is 
finally killed." 

Ringach's home had been the 
subject of numerous demonstra- 
tions, his neighbors had been 
provided with leaflets detailing 
his unscientific and unnecessary 
violence and his name had been 
listed on numerous websites to 
expose his atrocities. 

Wolves Return to 
Germany as People Leave 

A century after they were 
wiped out, wolves have returned 
to eastern Germany as factories 
close down, businesses fail and 
people move out. The wolves 
have arrived following ancient 
migration routes from Poland 
and other neighboring countries, 
and currently live in a largely 
vacant area of abandoned strip 
mines and vacated troop-train- 
ing grounds southeast of Berlin. 

Matthias Freude, head of the 
Brandenburg state environmen- 
tal office, estimates there are now 
about 20 wolves in two packs in 
Germany. People are excited that 
the shy creatures that have in- 
spired so much folklore are return- 
ing. It is illegal to hunt the wolves, 
and many predict their popula- 
tion will continue to grow. 

Wolves have also been returning 
to other European countries, in- 
cluding Italy, Austria and France. 
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Dear Ned Ludd 


"Dear Ned Ludd" has been an irregu- 
lar column in the Journal since the early 
'80s, and a compilation of entries became 
the notorious book Ecodefense. It serves 
as a forum for the discussion of creative 
and diverse means to effectively defend 
the Earth. Neither the EF! movement 
nor the Journal, nor any of our friends, 
family, neighbors, lovers or pets neces- 
sarily encourage anyone to do the things 
discussed on this page, and the contents 
should not be legally construed as any- 
thing other than mindless entertainment. 
Please write to Ned via the Journal with 
your top tips on ecodefense. 

Dear Ned Ludd, 

Have you ever wondered how trains 
make those stop arms come down 
when they are passing through an 
intersection, so that cars don't run 
into the train? Well, it's quite simple: 
There is an electric current running 
through the train tracks, and when 


the train approaches a road cross- 
ing, the wheels complete the circuit 
between the two rails, allowing elec- 
tricity to flow to the mechanism that 
lowers the arms. 

Now the real question is: Have you 
ever wondered how you could make 
those arms lower on your own, thus 
blockading a road? If you've given up 
on using the Force or pulling them 
down with a lasso, I suggest this easy 
trick. Walk down the tracks a few hun- 
dred feet from the road crossing that 
you want to block. Get yourself some 
good electrical wire, such as an old 
extension cord or the shit you use for 
wiring a building — just as long as it's 
thicker than, say, speaker wire. Strip 
a few inches off the plastic housing 
on both ends so that you have bare 
wire. Touch one side to the left track 
and the other side to the right (or vice 
versa), and you should very quickly 
hear the sweet song of the railroad 


crossing alarm and see lights flash- 
ing as the arms swing down to block 
the road. 

Now ideally, you want these to 
stay in place for as long as possible 
while you make your run to safety 
and maybe see your shenanigans on 
the evening news. To do this, simply 
bury the wire under the gravel and 
use some duct tape to attach the bare 
ends to the underside of the tracks, 
thus concealing your wire from any 
casual inspection. The beauty of this 
method is that your average pig is 
not going to know the first thing 
about railroad equipment. So even if 
the cops respond immediately, it still 
may take a few hours for them to get a 
railroad worker out there to figure out 
what's wrong. 

Troubleshooting: If you put the 
wire in place and the arms don't 
drop, that might mean a few things. 
You might need to move closer to the 




Yes Men Strike Again 

The Department of Housing and Urban Development 
(HUD), ExxonMobil and Shell were forced to bluntly state 
their soulless intentions regarding New Orleans when 
taking back claims that the Yes Men made to more than 
1,000 developers at The Gulf Coast Reconstruction and 
Hurricane Preparedness Summit on August 28. 

Posing as Renee Oswin, assistant to HUD Secretary Al- 
phonso Jackson, Yes Man Andy Bichlbaum told attendees 
that HUD would reopen all public housing in New Or- 
leans. HUD quickly announced that it "will not refrain 
from demolishing 5,000 units of undamaged public hous- 
ing simply because they are undamaged." 

Bichlbaum also claimed that ExxonMobil would donate 
$8.6 billion to restore coastal wetlands. It was no surprise 
when the company said it would not use any of its $60 
billion in annual profits to restore natural barriers protect- 
ing New Orleans, which the oil industry has destroyed. 


Mine Site Turned Neighborhood 

After opposing the reopening of a nickel mine for more 
than a year, 2,000 indigenous Mayan people moved onto 
land bought by the Canadian firm, Skye Resources Inc. 
and began building homes on September 16 near Lake 
Izabal, Guatemala. The Mayan families are refusing to 
negotiate and are demanding the company cede land for 
subsistence farming. 

Rabbits Freed in Honor of SHAC Prisoners 

On September 19, an unnamed group of activists lib- 
erated 23 laboratory rabbits in Hardwick, Massachusetts, 
in honor of six animal rights activists who were recently 
sentenced to prison for operating a website opposed to 
the animal testing laboratory Huntington Life Sciences 
(see page 22 and EF!] May-June 2006). 

The rabbits were being bled to death and fed to coyotes 
after scientists were done experimenting on them. 
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intersection; it seems that different 
tracks have varying distances with- 
in which the stop arms can be trig- 
gered. You might be using wire with 
a gauge that is too small to carry the 
current, so try thicker wire. If there 
are multiple tracks crossing the 
road, you might be on the wrong 
side of the intersection — you need 
to be on the side from which the 
train will approach the road. 

If at all possible, you should try 
out the railroad crossing the night 
before and note how far away you 
can be from the road while still 
completing the circuit. 

Yours truly, 
Rode Bloque 

Dear Rode Bloque, 

Thanks for the advice! When- 
ever you attempt this remember to 
wear rubber-soled shoes and rubber 
insulating gloves for protection — 
and under no circumstances touch 
the bare wire or metal track while 
they are connected to each other! It 
might be best to do this in pairs so 
that one person can keep a lookout 
for trains, especially since the barri- 
cades can't warn you. And it's always 


good to keep a lookout for cops, too. 
Also, remember to watch your step — I 
wouldn't want you to get caught in 
the tracks! 

Attempt this only on freight lines. 
Subway and commuter lines often 


run on electricity and receive power 
from a third rail. Touching this will 
not only kill you, it won't accom- 
plish anything anyway. 

Have fun! 

— Ned Ludd 


Greenpeace Locks Down, Dumps Coal 

Greenpeace delivered a message to Thailand in Sep- 
tember with two actions confronting the destructive 
coal industry. 

First, activists locked down to a dock and a crane at the 
port of a BLCP coal plant to prevent coal from being un- 
loaded. The next day, activists dumped coal on the Minis- 
try of Energy's doorstep and unfurled a banner to rename 
the department, the "Ministry of Climate Change." 

Rather than focusing on renewable energy, the Thai gov- 
ernment has been expanding the use of coal, the dirtiest 
of fossil fuels. The BLCP plant was set to open in October 
and, according to Greenpeace, will raise Thailand's annual 
carbon emissions by six percent. 

Mink Returned to the Wild 

The Animal Liberation Front released 30,000 mink from 
their cages at the Pioneer fur farm in northwestern Russia 
on September 2. 

Many of the mink were considered rare because of the 
unique color of their coats, the result of a three-year selec- 
tion and breeding process. The farm estimates a loss of 
more than $370,000 for the unique animals. 

' 


New Zealand Tribe Blocks Logging 

The indigenous Tuhoe tribe has set up a road blockade 
to keep loggers out of New Zealand's Matahi Forest where 
the Florida-based Rayonier company has bought 233,000 
acres of land. The Tuhoe say they have the sole right to 
the land and that the $435-million purchase by Rayonier 
was illegal. 

Local police have said they will not disturb the 
blockade. 

Logging Company Racks Up Half-Million in 
Repair Bills 

In Siskiyou County, California, Earth Liberation Front 
saboteurs caused $500,000 in damage to logging machin- 
ery owned by Hilltop Logging Inc., forcing operations to 
temporarily shut down. Ten machines were ruined by dirt 
and debris poured into gas tanks, cut hoses and belts and 
ripped-out computer components. 

According to police, the people responsible for the 
damage had master keys to the equipment and knew how 
to disable the machines. Investigators believe the sabo- 
teurs must have been watching the logging operation 
for some time. 
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Rule 
Reinstated^ 

Judge Says Forest Service Broke the Law 


by Josh Mahan 

US District Judge Elizabeth Laporte upheld the law on Sep- 
tember 20. After reviewing a lawsuit filed by 20 environmen- 
tal groups and four western states, she fully reinstated the 
popular and critical 2001 Roadless Area Conservation Rule. 

Laporte ruled that proper environmental analysis was 
missing on roadless areas managed under the Bush ad- 
ministration's state petition process, and that Bush's rule 
would have led to environmental harm. 

The US Forest Service (USFS) has yet to comment on 
exactly how the ruling will affect the 58 million acres in 
question, which make up two percent of the US land base 
and 31 percent of national forest lands. 

The ruling came on the same day that Idaho Governor Jim 
Risch was expected to release a petition under the Bush rule 
that, if accepted, would open the majority of Idaho's pristine 
roadless areas to logging, mining and drilling. Risch would 
have been the first governor in the country to press for less 
protection of roadless areas. In contrast, both North and South 
Carolina's governors have petitioned for full roadless protec- 
tion, because it draws people to those states for their excep- 
tional quality of life. It turns out that large, undisturbed tracts 
of trees and clean water do make good economic sense. 

The Roadless Rule was finalized in January 2001 after years 
of scientific study, 600 local hearings and meetings, and a 
record number of public comments — 1.5 milli on of them in 
favor of the mle. It protects millions of acres of national forest 
nationwide, while allowing temporary road construction in 
order to fight wildfires, protect public safety and promote for- 
est health. The rule ensures that roadless forests will provide 
habitat for fish and wildlife, clean drinking water for millions 
of Americans and endless opportunities for recreation. 

In May 2005, the Bush administration repealed the 2001 
rule in its entirety and substituted it with a state petition 
process that eliminated federal protections from millions 
of acres of national forests. This latest ruling still leaves 9.3 
million acres of Alaska's Tongass National Forest — more 
than half — at risk for road building. 


US Department of Agriculture Undersecretary Mark Rey 
and George Bush have attacked the Roadless Rule with 
such zeal and spite that it leaves one to question their 
patriotism. These wildlands are our home. This is where 
we fish. This is where we hunt. This is where we hike. 
This is where we live, how our grandmothers lived, and 
why our kids deserve a chance to live. When Bush brings 
a bulldozer into the Biscuit Roadless Area in Oregon, he 
brings that bulldozer into my living room. And that's not 
cool! In fact, it makes me pretty pissed off. 

The days are numbered for Bush's reign of terror on US 
environmental laws and wildlands. When the time comes, 
and he faces trial for the atrocities he's committed during 
his presidency, add the illegal destruction of the remaining 
roadless land to the list. 

Josh Mahan is an editor at www.lowbagger.org, where this 
piece originally appeared. 
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A Trip to the Taxidermist ^ 

Arizona's New Anti-Hunt-Sab Bill 




BY S ANDIE H. KRANE 

Earth First! has been documenting 
absurd hunting practices for years, 
and has used the documentation to 
raise awareness of widespread con- 
tempt for hunting regulations and 
the inherent cruelty of trophy hunt- 
ing in general. 

Here in Arizona, Arizona EF! has 
been working to expose the truth 
behind the sandhill crane, bighorn 
sheep, mountain - lion and prairie 
dog hunts (see EF!f January-February 
2006). However, the Arizona Legisla- 
ture recently passed House Bill 2130 
(HB2130) a new, beefed-up law pro- 
tecting hunting "rights." The bill 
makes it a Class Two misdemeanor ha- 
rassment charge to so much as quietly 
videotape a hunt, even if the hunter 
is unaware of the filming. In addition 
to this attempt to prevent dissemina- 
tion of information, the hunters seem 
to be getting an unusual handicap: 
anyone, including hikers, campers, 
rock climbers or even bird-watchers, 
can be considered trespassers if they 
are in the hunt area and their pres- 
ence could disturb the animals. 

Nonviolent^ tactics that are some- 
times used as a direct action to stop 
the hunts have also been targeted. 
Under the new bill, those who put 


themselves in the hunter's line of fire, 
make a loud noise near a hunter or 
"harass" the wildlife can receive mis- 
demeanor charges. 

HB2130 comes in response to years 
of successful Arizona EF! hunt-sab cam- 
paigns and the growing popularity of 
challenging the Arizona Game and 
Fish Department (AZGFD), the main 
force pushing for this bill. With it, the 
AZGFD will be able to handpick, using 
its biased law-enforcement staff, who 
will be considered a trespasser and who 
will not. AZGFD law enforcement can 
arrest and detain anyone in the hunt- 
ing area on suspicion alone. 

The purpose of HB2130, which went 
into effect on September 21, is obvi- 
ously to shield the hunting of these 
wild animals from any criticism. You 
can judge the bill for yourself. Here's a 
rundown of the main points. 

1. Expands the list of actions that 
constitute a Class Two misdemeanor for 
intentional interference, prevention or 
disruption of a legal hunt to include: 

a) harassing, driving away or disturb- 
ing any wildlife. 

b) blocking, obstructing, impeding or 
attempting to block a person lawfully 
taking wildlife. 

c) attempting or making physical 
contact with a person lawfully tak- 
ing wildlife. 


d) the act or attempt of theft, van- 
dalism or destruction of real or per- 
sonal property of a person lawfully 
taking wildlife. 

e) disturbing or altering the condi- 
tion or authorized placement of real 
or personal property of a person law- 
fully taking wildlife. 

f) making loud noises or gestures, 
setting out animal baits, scents or 
lures, using or making visual, aural 
or similar activity in order to disturb, 
alarm, drive away, attract or affect the 
behavior of wildlife or disturb, alarm, 
disrupt or annoy a person lawfully 
taking wildlife. 

g) interjecting oneself into the line of 
fire of a person engaged in a lawful hunt. 

h) erecting a barrier with intent to 
deny passage in or out of areas where 
wildlife may be taken. 

2. Includes public or private lands 
or waters as areas in which it is a Class 
Three misdemeanor for a person to en- 
ter or remain with intent to interfere 
with, prevent or disrupt a legal hunt. 

But hunt saboteurs will not be in- 
timidated. They are crafty, creative folk 
who will always find ways to save the 
animals. Game on! 

Sandie loves Arizona sunsets and 
munching on roots, grains, insects and 
even snakes. She doesn't like the echo of 
gunshots or the droning of lawmakers. 


Hunter Guilty of Monitor Attack 


Christopher Maries, 44, was recently found guilty of 
attacking Kevin Hill, 56, a hunt monitor with the International 
Fund for Animal Welfare. In October 2005, Hill was filming 
a Devon and Somerset Staghounds hunt at Exmoor in southern 
England to ensure compliance with a February 2005 law 
against hunting with hounds. 

As Maries tried to take Hill's camera, Hill crouched to protect 
it. Maries then repeatedly punched Hill, who suffered a bleed- 
ing face as well as a black eye. The jury saw 1 7 minutes of 
video footage, which showed Maries confronting Hill and 
then someone trying to take the camera from him, although 
at this stage the lens was pointing to the road and did not 
show the attacker. "1 was very frightened,” said Hill. 


Tom Yandle, chairman of the Devon and Somerset 
Staghounds, said after the case that the hunt did 
not condone any violence against hunt monitors. He 
claimed, "It is unbelievable that anyone could behave 
like that. We get a fair amount of provocation from some 
campaigners, but our people have got quite used to it and 
laugh it off.” He added that Maries was not a member of 
the hunt and no one knew him. 

After the case, Hill, who has been attacked before, 
said, "They believe they can do what they do to ani- 
mals and try to chase us away. We will not go away, we 
will not be driven away. We will always be there for the 
hunted animal." 
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Armed AiV^itk Visions 


Keep It Wild 


What are we thinkin 
Where are we bound 
Dreamin and schemin 
As the Earth spins round 
Makin big plans 
For the last wild lands 
Why can't we just leave 'em 
Alone 

Where the antelope roams 
And the grizzly prowls 
Otter swims 

And the grey wolf howls 

Wild places 

Are what they need 

Why can't we just leave 'em 

Alone 

Keep it wild 

Keep it roadless 

Keep it green 

Keep it free 

Leave the land intact 

The way it's supposed to be 

Your ATV 
Is buggin me 
It's smelly and it's loud 
Ride it in 

Your own back yard 
And invite your 
Fat-ass crowd 

Hey friend get real 

Get off your snowmobile 

Strap on a pair of skis 

Open your eyes 

Get some exercise 

Avoid getting heart disease 

Keep it wild 

Keep it roadless 

Keep it green 

Keep it free 

Leave the land intact 

The way it's supposed to be 


Why do we need 

These roads everywhere 

What ever happened to walkin 

We hear promises of 

Land restoration 

But so far it's nothin 

But talkin 


Keep it wild 

Keep it roadless 

Keep it green 

Keep it free 

Leave the land intact 

The way it's supposed to be 

•* " * - i, <f J 

Are we human beings 
Or fossil fools 

Looks like it's time to choose 
We may not have 
A whole lot to gain 
But we sure got a lot to lose 

They're not making any more 

Wilderness 

As far as I can tell 

That makes it more valuable 

Every second 

Though it's nothing that we 
should sell 

Keep it wild 

Keep it roadless 

Keep it green 

Keep it free 

Leave the land intact 

The way it's supposed to be 

That land out there 

Ain't just land 

It's the Earth we are talking 

about 

If you like it to look 
The way it always has 
Stand up and give us a shout 

The last wild lands 
Are truly the last... 

Why can't we just leave them 
Alone? 

— Phil Knight 


Fire up your bulldozer 
Send it over the cliff 
Let it return to the Earth 
It's tearing up places 
We cannot replace 

And we don't even know what they're worth 



All riglits reserved to tke autkors 

Send poems to: Warrior Poets Society POB 14501 Berkeley, CA 94712"5501 
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Wild Encounter 


Clear as cut glass 

& just as dangerous 

Wild Medicine 

You don't need a shaman 
to tell you, everything 
you'll ever need is in the trees. 

sore throat-honeysuckle, marshmallow, slippery elm 

You know by walking, over and under, 

shadow on one side, dapple, the other, an occasional 

flood of sunlight. 

cut-Solomon's seal, comfrey, chamomile 

It's as easy to poison our bodies 
as to nourish them. 

But that has always been true. 

diarrhea-thimbleweed, windflower, wild mint 

Something fills the faint impressions my feet 
leave with a lighter step, takes them, 
orders them, pulls them into line. 

headache-feverfew, prickly poppy, primrose 

I need wild medicine, the wind calling, 

Come here, come away, come here, come away. Wherever I am 
accompanied by leaves, there is 

earache-garlic, purslane, plantain 

clear music overhead, turning 
and whispering beneath, the light 
percussion of every footfall. 

sedative-Indian pipe, lady slipper, passionflower 


Walking at high tide by the mouth 
where Elk Creek empties 
into the Pacific Ocean 
I see something round 
& furry brown go plunk 
disappearing into the water 
or did I? 

I'm no longer sure 

But no there it is popping up a ways down 
only this time it has an otter's face 
Then we watch it speed 
along where the creek's 
bank is at low tide 
It raises a cloud of mud behind 
like smoke trailing a rocket 

Then on the shore we missed it 
standing so still 
a great blue heron is 
also on the hunt 
What a contrast of styles 
The otter zipping around in bursts of speed 
& the heron standing so still 
it could pass 

as a dead branch 

The otter catches something from behind 
& lifts its head 
flashing sharp teeth 
eating so quickly 

we can't make it out 

Then the otter celebrates 
zig zagging in the water 
head popping up all over 
It pops up in front of the heron 
which doesn't move 
"If you could swim like I do 
you wouldn't have to 
stand so still for so long" 

"I like standing still 
it relaxes me 


Sun guide, wind guide, who knows 
who leads and who follows behind, 
picking up the broken sticks of our ignorance. 



& keeps me ready" 
— Steve Toth 
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22 Years for Free-Speech Advocates 

Six Animal Rights Activists Given Lengthy Prison 
Sentences for Running Website 


by Budgerigar 

Some have called it a travesty of jus- 
tice. Others have remarked that it re- 
flects a colder, gloomier, post-9/1 1 US. 
But standing in New Jersey's Trenton 
Federal Courthouse on September 12, 
with more than 200 supporters beside 
me and the six defendants in front of 
me, the message could not be more 
clear: run an effective activist cam- 
paign, and you will be vilified, 
criminalized and imprisoned. 

The sentences handed down 
to six animal rights activists — 

Jake Conroy, four years; Dar- 
ius Fulmer, one year; Lauren 
Gazzola, four years and four 
months; Josh Harper, three 
years; Kevin Kjonaas, six years; 
and Andy Stepanian, three 
years — mirrored the absurdity 
of the entire criminal proceed- 
ing. Three of the defendants — 
Kevin, Lauren, and Jake — were 
charged with conspiracy to com- 
mit interstate stalking and with 
three counts each of interstate 
stalking. The charges came from 
the defendants allegedly organiz- 
ing demonstrations in residential areas 
and maintaining a website (hence the 
"interstate" part) that published the 
names and addresses of those involved 
in the vivisection industry. 

Each of the defendants was con- 
victed of violating a law enacted in 
1992, strengthened in 2002 and not 
used until now — the Animal Enter- 
prise Terrorism Act. This controversial 
and open-ended piece of legislation 
criminalizes any individual who 
exposes acts of cruelty, causes more 
than $10,000 in lost revenue due 
to protesting or otherwise disrupts 
the regular business of an "animal 
enterprise." Aside from the draconian 
nature of the law, it also has chilling 
implications for freedom of speech. 
Hypothetically, it could be used to 


imprison a protester who prevents 
the sale of a single $10,000 fur coat. 

Furthermore, the legislation states 
that anyone who "causes the loss of 
any property (including animals or 
records) used by the animal enter- 
prise, and thereby causes economic 
damage exceeding $10,000 to that 
enterprise, or conspires to do so" has 
committed an "animal enterprise ter- 
rorism offense." 


The inversion and perversion of logic 
that allows one to label the liberation 
of animals an act of "terrorism" is so 
apparent that it does not warrant dis- 
cussion. However, the clause "or con- 
spires to do so" leads to the question of 
what is a conspiracy? In an intention- 
ally vague view of the law, a conspiracy 
is defined as "a combination for an un- 
lawful purpose." Orwell could not have 
phrased it better. The supreme irony 
of this case rests in the fact that these 
activists were convicted of conspiracy to 
damage the profits of an animal enter- 
prise, but not of actually damaging it. 
Even so, the ever-so-honorable judge 
ordered the defendants to pay a total of 
$1,000,001 in restitution fees. 

In this case, the animal enterprise 
was Huntingdon Life Sciences (HLS), 


an animal testing company with loca- 
tions in New Jersey and England that 
kills 500 animals each day. In a series 
of six different undercover investiga- 
tions, HLS has been caught punching 
beagle puppies in the face, cutting up 
primates without anesthetics - leav- 
ing test subjects to wallow in pools 
of their own blood and feces, and nu- 
merous other abuses that violate even 
the most basic protections afforded to 
the animals under the Animal 
Welfare Act. 

This compromises not only 
animal life, but the data that is 
supposed to save human life as 
well. It should come as no sur- 
prise that the companies who 
hire HLS, such as Eli Lilly, No- 
vartis, and GlaxoSmithKline, 
produce drugs that have been 
linked to suicide, heart fail- 
ure, asthma attacks and death. 
HLS effectively sells results to 
the highest bidder, with no 
regard for life, human or non- 
human. They are dealing with 
faulty science, and they know 
it — 80 percent of drugs tested 
on animals fail the first time 
that humans are exposed to them. 

Stop Huntingdon Animal Cruelty 
(SHAC) was formed in 2001 with one 
simple goal in mind: to shut down 
HLS. SHAC's strategy has been sim- 
ple yet effective: target those who 
do business with the company and 
its investors, shareholders, suppliers, 
customers and market makers. Con- 
vince them that it's a bad idea to do 
business with HLS. Provide activists 
with resources that allow them to 
empower themselves and to organize 
locally against HLS. Provide an elec- 
tronic forum for information about 
the lab, its history and the campaign 
against it. With these goals in mind, 
SHAC has conducted a broad-based 
grassroots campaign in opposition to 
the lab. 



The SHAC 7 need your support. 
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Testing on beagles at HLS laboratories. 


And it has worked like a charm. 
HLS has been de-listed from the Lon- 
don Stock Exchange, the New York 
Stock Exchange and even the Over 
The Counter Bulletin Board — mock- 
ingly called the "penny stocks." In 
2004 alone, more than 100 suppli- 
ers to the laboratory canceled their 
contracts. These included imperative 
services such as gas, security, animal 
waste disposal and courier services. Is 
it any wonder HLS would want to get 
rid of these pesky activists? With re- 
sults like these, it was only a matter of 
time before HLS called in its govern- 
ment cronies. 

One would be hard-pressed to find 
another case quite like this one. From 
the very beginning, the cards were 
stacked in favor of the prosecution. 
During jury selection, potential jurors 
were asked about their jobs and if they 
had ever attended a protest to weed 
out jurors who might in any way be 
sympathetic to the struggle against 
animal abuse. Judge Thompson also 
limited the defendants' preemptory 
challenges during jury selection to 
seven and failed to dismiss jurors who 
worked for companies that had been 
the subject of the campaign to close 
HLS. The federal government also 
had the advantage of endless people 
power to work on the case, as well 
as months of wiretaps, emails, and 
Internet postings, which could easily 
be misconstrued. 

The defense was impaired from the 
beginning because the judge ruled 
that the defendants could not intro- 
duce their own computer expert (but 
the government could introduce its 
computer expert) and that there could 
be no anti-vivisection expert (but that 
government witnesses could carry on 


about the benefits of animal research). 
Judge Thompson routinely dismissed 
the defendants' motions, while ap- 
proving every flimsy piece of evidence 
presented by the prosecution. 

Every action against HLS was pro- 
pounded as proof of the defendants' 
guilt, even when the defendants 
themselves were not involved at all. 
HLS director Brian Cass even testi- 
fied about the campaign in England! 
The SHAC website was repeatedly 
cited as evidence against the defen- 
dants because it publicized infor- 
mation about HLS and its affiliates. 
After three days of deliberation, the 
jury came back with guilty verdicts 
on all counts. 

The defendants will soon begin 
long prison sentences, but the fight 
is not over. Their lawyers have filed a 
motion to appeal. The appeal process 
is a lengthy operation that will likely 
cost hundreds of thousands of dollars, 
which means that Jake, Darius, Lau- 
ren, Josh, Kevin and Andy need assis- 
tance from the community to pay for 
their legal fees. Additionally, they will 
need your letters of support. 

On October 3, Andy was the first 
defendant to turn himself in to the 
Metropolitan Detention Center in 
Brooklyn. He will remain there for up 
to 120 days awaiting a long term pris- 
on assignment. You can write to him 
at Andrew Lloyd Stepanian #26399- 
050, MDC Brooklyn, Metropolitan 
Detention Center, POB 329002, 
Brooklyn, NY 11232, USA. His sup- 
port group asks that you stick to sim- 
ple cards and letters without stickers, 
gel-pens, or a lot of decoration. 

For more information about the 
case, and to find out how you can 
help, visit www.shac7.com. 



POM Targets 

Activists 

Actions taken against individu- 
als protesting a juice company in 
Southern California illustrate the 
repressive environment for animal 
rights activists in the wake of the 
SHAC 7 case. 

Activists have been targeting 
POM Wonderful, the world's largest 
distributor of pomegranate juice, 
because the company has funded 
experiments on mice and rabbits. 
Tests include lowering the brain 
oxygen levels in newborn mice to 
cause them brain injuries and forc- 
ing their mothers to drink water 
mixed with pomegranate con- 
centrate. POM President Matthew 
Tupper said his company has been 
involved with "a limited amount of 
animal testing" to prove its asser- 
tions that the fruit juice is an elixir 
of health. 

But in a reverse of "justice," the 
company filed a lawsuit in late 
September in Los Angeles County 
Superior Court, claiming that their 
employees have been harassed by 
protesters at their homes and offices. 
POM is asking a judge to fine ac- 
tivists $1,000 if they post personal 
information about their employees 
on websites. Company officials also 
want a judge to order activists not 
to picket or demonstrate outside 
the homes of employees. 

This clear breach of activists' right 
to free speech only makes sense fol- 
lowing the SHAC case. The environ- 
ment for animal rights activism has 
now changed; posting information 
about individuals involved with an- 
imal enterprises may be punishable 
under federal law. Furthermore, in 
its court papers, POM has claimed 
that the activists are affiliated with 
the Animal Liberation Front, a 
"domestic terror threat." POM may 
be only the first of many animal test- 
ing companies to file for injunctions 
against animal rights activists. 




by Great Grey Owl 

As part of the Earth First! movement since 1984, 1 know 
some of the Green Scare defendants from long ago — my 
familiarity runs from those who are still refusing to coop- 
erate with the feds to those who started ratting on their 
friends almost immediately, and includes one who now 
has made a plea agreement within jail after months of 
confinement. This has been a hard time for me. 

I try to limit my moral judgments about defendants un- 
til 1 know what has been done. It breaks my heart, having 
known some of those defendants and witnesses who have 
evidently betrayed their friends. It becomes a moral di- 
lemma whether to continue writing to those I once knew. 
Why do I say "knew" and not "know"? As a movement 
friend who also "knew" one of them told me, "She's dead 
to us; the credits are rolling — I like to remember her as she 
was when she was one of us — when she was brave and 
fiery and dedicated...." 

I guess this is the only way to honor the activists that these 
people used to be and come to terms with having known 
them, never doubting their 
trustworthiness. I was afraid 
I'd have to see them in the 
court hearing — didn't know 
how I would react — with tears 
or boiling anger. But now I 
know; informers either never 
face prison at all, or get a deal 
for greatly reduced sentences, 
while those strong enough to 
not cooperate with the state, 
those brave enough to resist, 
are still facing life terms or ab- 
surd, 1,000-year sentences — 
and for what? Nothing more 
than crimes against property. 

It's important to remember 
what this is all about and to 
stay focused on that. This has 
nothing to do with "correct- 
ing" a wrong done to society, as 
the euphemism "correctional 
institute" would suggest. Laws 
are often wrong and need to 
be rejected as errors — witness 
the laws that upheld slavery, 
women's inferior (non-voting) 


status to men, and laws that now enable corporations to 
pollute, to drive animals to extinction, to decimate for- 
ests, to abuse animals and to run amok with genetic engi- 
neering and nanotechnology. 

What is the basis for these laws? It usually comes down 
to the unquestioned sanctity of private property under 
capitalism — the right to make profits by exploiting Nature 
past the point of no return. This justifies the operation of 
the bulldozer, contributing to global warming and species 
extinction by leveling the forests at a rate far surpassing 
their ability to regenerate. This rationalizes the torture of 
animals with vivisection, electric shock, poisons, leghold 
traps, veal crates and beak amputations. And it's all in the 
name of human progress. It’s just now becoming a pub- 
lic focus that maybe lesbian, gay and queer folks should 
have the right to marry — when will it come to light that 
all species should have rights, and when will those rights 
be respected? When will the Earth be seen as more than 
a recreational Disneyland or something to experiment on 
with no thought for the consequences? 

We, as a society, have to get over the idea that private prop- 
erty rights equate to individu- 
al liberty and should never be 
impeded. Until we get over 
that myth, we will never stop 
the war machine that is wreak- 
ing genocide across the world 
to suck up resources for "our" 
interests and "our" sick con- 
sumptive dependencies; nor 
will we stop the mad scien- 
tists from bringing about what 
we long thought were only 
science fiction horrors — out- 
of-control robots, genetically 
engineered monsters, people 
turned into cyborgs. . .. 

Why am Igoing on about all 
this? Because if any of the Green 
B Scare defendants did what they 
are alleged to have done, they 
hurt no one; they simply chal- 
lenged the property interests 
of the out-of-control corporate 
capitalists of this country who 
are systematically destroying 
the Earth — legally, with the law 
backing the destruction. 
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It doesn't matter if I agree with every action that the de- 
fendants are accused of— the specifics of what was done or 
who did what are really of very little interest to the state, 
and should be of little interest to us as well. What's sig- 
nificant is the intimidation tactics now being employed 
to crush ecological activism, animal rights and people's 
civil rights. Anyone who significantly defies absolute pri- 
vate property fights or who radically upholds the rights of 
other species to flourish is a threat to the state. Why else 
was so much law enforcement time and funding spent to 
prosecute these defendants when thousands of suspected 
rapists, child abusers, murderers and harmful drug pushers 
are not prosecuted in Multnomah County, Oregon, alone? 
Why else would the Green Scare defendants be threatened 
with 30 to 1,000 years in prison for mere property destruc- 
tion when murderers and rapists face average sentences of 
only eight to 20 years? It helps to keep the real meaning of 
the Green Scare always clearly in view — for those activists 
on the outside, for friends and family of the defendants 
and for the defendants themselves. 

A new Audioslave song says, "The original fire is dead 
and gone but the riot inside goes on.” 

We need to remember that our actions — from civil dis- 
obedience or legal actions to ecological sabotage — are not 
over when the "fire" goes out, whether the fire is figura- 
tive or real. We have to maintain our inner resistance to 
the coercive force of the Earth-destroying state. 

This is where solidarity comes in. I'll never forget the first 
time I joined workers at a picket line and the scabs showed 
up. The striking workers pounded on the windshields and 
doors of the scabs' cars, with the terrified picket-line cross- 
ers inside. The striking workers yelled, cursed and threat- 
ened the scabs, because solidarity is the only weapon they 
had to beat back the greedy bosses and win rights for the 
common people — just as the eight-hour day, the weekend 
and an end to child labor were won. Our movements for 
ecological and social justice will all splinter and die without 
internal and cross-movement solidarity. 

As the labor song "Solidarity Forever" states: "In our 
hands is placed a power greater than their hoarded gold/ 
Greater than the might of armies magnified a hundred 


fold/We can bring to birth a new world from the ashes of 
the old/For the union makes us strong." 

As a teenager, I was powerfully influenced by the scenes 
in George Orwell's 1 984 where the main character sells out 
his lover and best friend to the Big Brother fascist state. I 
memorized the final words of the book: "Under the spread- 
ing chestnut tree, I sold you and you sold me." Selling out 
your activist friends is essentially a commercial transaction, 
respecting the societal myth that this behavior can be made 
somehow acceptable because society revolves around indi- 
vidual, not social rights: everyone for themselves. 

I can't imagine being able to live with myself if I sold 
out my friends or betrayed the movement. And the kind of 
cooperation we are seeing is a betrayal of everything these 
people believed when they became activists. Every bit of 
cooperation makes the feds' jobs easier. Every bit of coop- 
eration makes it harder for the whole movement to succeed 
in saving the Earth and protect ourselves while doing so. 
Whether you cooperate to increase your own time outside 
of jail or to "be there" for your kid, it's important to realize 
that it's not just a personal decision — though it may seem 
so while you're isolated behind bars. Instead, building the 

continued on next page 
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non-cooperating defendants 

Although some prisioners are listed together, they must be 
written to separately. See page 34 for additional guidelines. 

•Nathan Block, #1663667, and Joyanna Zacher, 
#1662550, Lane County Jail, 101 W 5th Ave, Eugene, 
OR 97401; supportersohiathanandjoyanna@gmail.com. 

•Jeff Hogg, 1901 NE F St, Grants Pass, OR 97526. Jailed 
for refusing to testify to a Grand Jury investigating a 
series of direct actions in Oregon. 

•Daniel McGowan has been released from house arrest. 
For more information, visit www.supportdaniel.org. 
•Jonathan Paul, released on bail; www.ecoprisoners.org. 
•Briana Waters, released on bail; www.supportbriana.org. 
For more information and updates about the Green 
Scare, visit www.greenscare.org, www.ecoprisoners.org 
or www.cldc.org. 
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continued from previous page 
feds' case affects the rights and boldness of all your fellow 
activists outside and the fate of our wild plant and animal 
relations in a tremendous historical ripple effect. 

There can be cognitive dissonance between our self-iden- 
tity as activists and what we do when we're ruled by fear, 
but we must be sure to choose the right path. Rule by fear 
is the Bush, Inc. government's agenda — capitalizing on the 
public's fear of terrorists to encourage the voluntary sacrifice 
of civil rights and the support of endless wars. But we need 
to ground ourselves in our love for the Earth and each oth- 
er, rather than focusing on personal fears and FBI threats. 
As Audre Lorde said, "When I dare to be powerful— to use 
my strength in the service of my vision, then it becomes 
less and less important whether I am afraid." Everyone has 
fears; it's how we deal with them that is crucial. 

I wrote to a convict who has been in for about 30 years, 
who keeps getting thrown into isolation cells for months 
because he dares to take a stand on behalf of fellow pris- 
oners and to expose corrupt prison guards. Some guards 
have spread rumors about him being a snitch, apparently 
to try to get other prisoners to attack or kill him, yet he 
likes to say, "I didn't check in my life at the door," 
and he does his best to defend himself. 

It is notable, however, that at least half of 
the non-cooperating defendants were able 
to keep themselves out of prison (through 
large amounts of bail money) during their 
time of non-cooperation. Being inside 
prison makes resistance more difficult, 
with possible repeated interrogations, sleep 
deprivation and threats made with no way to 
check the reality of the threat or to seek coun- 
sel from friends or family. 

Another ecological activist in prison writes: 

"I liked the quotes [in the Rolling Stone article] 


from the Humboldt State University professor and activist 
describing our movement as privileged and generally soft. 
That's true. But even the Panthers and the American Indian 
Movement were rife with infiltrators and traitors. I think 
what's important to recognize is that betrayal is inevitable 
in movements, that in fact it is part of human nature, and 
it should be expected. This is not pessimism or disillusion- 
ment; this is reality. We as a movement, indeed as human 
animals, have this behavior for self-preservation as instinct. 
It takes more than one can imagine to override this instinct 
while you're held captive unless you've been in that situa- 
tion.... Those who stay strong, sacrificing themselves, are 
undoubtedly heroes." The writer is himself doing excessive 
time for his charge due to his refusal to inform on others. 

So what can we do? Stay focused on the real motivations 
behind the Green Scare, stay on issue with our messaging, 
treat it as another campaign to be waged (action helps over- 
come depression), get involved and exercise your rights or 
they'll go away. Steel yourself and others to keep the in- 
ner resistance going and to maintain solidarity if you're 
framed or caught. Support political prisoners, don't con- 
vict defendants with your words, demand that they have a 
fair hearing (assume innocence until proven guilty but 
don't focus on "guilt" or "innocence"), continue 
to do the conservation work that was the real un- 
told story behind these actions: stopping global 
warming, deforestation, animal abuse, etc. 
And don't forget to take breaks to rejuve- 
nate your spirit in the natural world, ex- 
perience and strengthen bonding between 
yourself and activist friends and Nature while 
you still can, to keep you solid in your commit- 
ment in future times. 

Great Grey Owl has been an activist for eco- 
logical and social justice through many different 
campaigns for more than 25 years. 



illegal wiretaps and the green scare case 


On November 9, a hearing will be 
held to determine whether prosecutors 
used illegal National Security Agency 
(NSA) wiretaps in gathering evidence 
against the Green Scare defendants. 

The legality of NSA wiretaps were 
called into question last Spring after 
George W. Bush gave the NSA permis- 
sion to spy on US residents at whim, 
without needing to show a court any 
evidence of a person's participation in 
illegal activities. The Green Scare de- 
fendants may have been illegally spied 
on because they were thought to be 
associated with the Earth and Animal 
Liberation Fronts, which are consid- 
ered by counterterrorism officials to 
be domestic terrorist threats. However, 
while indicted on several serious-sen- 
tence-carrying charges, they have not 
been charged with terrorism. 


One reason for the feds to label 
the Green Scare victims "terrorists" 
may have been to justify the use of 
NSA wiretaps. Another is because 
of the wildly lengthened sentences 
that are given to those labeled as 
terrorists, and finally so the feds 
will be able to show off to the pub- 
lic that they're catching all the bad 
guys now that our rights have been 
stripped away. 

If NSA wiretaps were used in a way 
found unconstitutional by the court, 
it would show that the defendants' 
Fourth Amendment rights had been 
violated — their freedom from unrea- 
sonable searches or seizures. The en- 
tire 13-defendant Green Scare case 
could be thrown out. 

It was Green-Scare-defendant Dan- 
iel McGowan's lawyer, Seattle-based 


Amanda Lee, who requested informa- 
tion about the possible use of wire- 
taps back in March. While one of the 
prosecutors. Assistant US Attorney 
Stephen Peifer, asserted that the wire- 
taps had not been used, he claimed 
that none of the prosecutors had 
clearance to give a definitive detailed 
answer or provide the top-secret evi- 
dence about the use of wiretaps with- 
out proper authorization. US District 
Judge Ann Aiken demanded a more 
solid response. 

It is now up to the prosecutors to 
prove that they didn't use the war- 
rantless wiretaps. Deadlines for the 
presentation of evidence have con- 
tinually been pushed back as, eight 
months after Lee’s discovery request, 
nothing has been brought before 
Judge Aiken. 
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by Nell 

Over the past' couple 
months, I have become in- 
creasingly aware of the patri- 
archy that exists within the 
radical movement and so, as 
an individual who identifies 
as a womyn, I have felt in- 
creasingly oppressed. Thus, I 
was not too surprised when I 
saw and felt many instances 
of gender oppression at this 
Summer's Round River Ren- 
dezvous. Yet I was surprised 
at the lack of acknowledge- 
ment and unwillingness to 
challenge these issues at our 
supposedly radical camp. 

It was pretty clear that the 
number of male-bodied indi- 
viduals was greater than that of female-bodied individuals 
(which is also telling about who feels comfortable within 
the radical environmental movement). More male-bodied 
individuals at the rendezvous did not have to translate 
into a male-dominated environment but, unfortunately, 
many individuals, including myself, feel that it did. 

More male voices were heard in the workshops, infor- 
mal debates and discussions that occurred throughout 
the week. There were a few instances when, as I was hav- 
ing a discussion with male-bodied individuals, other men 
would jump in, try to back me up and "help" me debate. I 
felt that my voice, as a womyn, was not given equal cred- 
ibility or space. 

This leads to another problem. I felt that there was 
no space to express this discomfort with a group at the 
rondy until the wommin's circle I attended on Wednes- 
day evening. The uneasy feelings about gender hierar- 
chy that many individuals had felt and discussed within 
smaller groups were never effectively communicated to 
the entire rondy, because discussions of patriarchy and 


oppression were relegated 
to smaller circles: the queer/ 
trans circle, the wommin's 
circle, the patriarchy-in-the- 
movement workshop and 
the challenging oppression 
working group meeting. 

If we all have the same 
concerns about the cur- 
rent state of the Earth and 
want to collaborate in ac- 
tions together to defend the 
land, we must be willing to 
listen to and address every 
individual's concerns about 
their space within the move- 
ment. I think it is important 
to remember that oppres- 
sion can come in much 
more subtle forms than vio- 
lence perpetrated by a male- 
bodied individual on a female-bodied individual. 

Once we are more aware of interpersonal expressions 
of domination, the inequalities that pattern our interac- 
tions become more obvious. We must be willing to work 
on rooting them out. If we are to create a safer space with- 
in the radical environmental movement for a diversity of 
gender, race and class, we each must be open and willing 
to discuss and confront issues of hierarchy as they mani- 
fest themselves in our everyday relationships. 

EF! gatherings represent relatively isolated radical com- 
munities. They provide an alternative to the more main- 
stream environments that our communities are usually 
surrounded by and that we interact with daily. Our gath- 
erings can be great spaces for working with other individ- 
uals who are also aware of and focus on anti-oppression 
issues, and it is essential to focus on eradicating discrimi- 
nation from our movement. How can we be effective in 
our many campaigns if we can't work comfortably with 
one another? 

continued on next page 
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Racial Tensions Intensify 
on Six Nations Land 


by Cinder 

The Six Nations confederacy — com- 
posed of the Seneca, Cayuga, Onon- 
daga, Oneida, Mohawk and Tuscarora 
nations — has steadfastly continued 
its reclamation of ancestral land in 
Caledonia, Ontario, in the occupied 
territories currently known as Can- 
ada (see EF!J July-August 2006). The 
reclamation began February 28, as 
members of the Six Nations occupied 
land wrongfully taken from them by 
the Canadian government and sold 
to Henco Industries Ltd., a housing 
developer. The indigenous protesters 
have stated that they will remain "at 
Kanenhstaton until the land comes 
back into the Six Nations name, ac- 
cording to original title." 


The Six Nations are currently prepar- 
ing to sustain their presence on the land 
through the Winter and are asking for 
supplies and donations. Janie Jamie- 
son, spokesperson for the protesters, 
said that they plan to finish the con- 
struction of 1 1 partially built homes if 
they get the building supplies donated. 
No one wants to see the houses "rot- 
ting away" when they could be used 
for shelter during the Winter, she said. 

In June, the province bought out 
Henco, which had been planning a 
600-home complex called Douglas 
Creek Estates. Henco received $15.8 
million, including compensation for 
legal and accounting fees. The prov- 
ince is now holding the land in trust 
but has so far refused to recognize the 
indigenous title. 


The reclamation has been charac- 
terized by rising racial tensions be- 
tween the Six Nations community 
and the current residents of Caledo- 
nia, and the thought of the reclama- 
tion continuing through the Winter 
is horrifying to some non-indigenous 
residents. One member of the Cale- 
donia Citizens' Alliance reported that 
some residents have turned to anxi- 
ety medication and many are worried 
about the decreasing property value 
of their homes. AnneMarie VanSickle, 
a Caledonia resident who moved into 
her "dream home" six days before the 
occupation began, said that her six- 
year-old son is too scared to be in a 
room by himself. 

Mayor Marie Trainer said that 
residents are infuriated because 


continued from previous page 

Combating oppression needs to be done on many levels. 
Yet we cannot continue to ignore interpersonal and indi- 
vidual forms of oppression simply because we are caught 
up with organizing against the larger institutional and 
ideological forms of hierarchy that characterize our indus- 
trial, capitalist society. It is important to narrow the scope 
of what we can change to ourselves; to critically look at 
how we interact with others and observe how privilege 
and institutional evils like sexism, racism and classism 
manifest themselves in our interactions. 

Our lives are composed of our relationships with others, 
and if these relationships are unequal because of gender, 
race or class, then we live in an oppressive environment. I 
believe that we, as Earth Firstiers, strive to define our com- 
munities as different than mainstream society. Yet this 
rendezvous led me to ask: How different are we really, if 
the same oppression that our destructive society perpetu- 
ates on the Earth is so palpable in our interactions at our 
annual gathering? 

So some concerned EFlers, always committed to tak- 
ing action, initiated the Challenging Oppression Within 
(COW) campaign. EF! COW is committed to working 
on anti-oppression issues throughout the year, not just 
at gatherings, and wants to connect the various anti-op- 
pression efforts of autonomous EF! groups. Our vision is 
a long-term process: we want to keep the energy flowing 
from one rendezvous to the next and one action to the 


next while bringing privilege and oppression to the fore- 
front. We want to ensure that challenging oppression will 
remain a consistent effort within EF!; COW will be a group 
that other concerned individuals can easily plug into. 

We formed an email list to continue ideas that came out 
of a brainstorm at the first COW meeting at the rendez- 
vous. Our first idea was to write this article, to get out per- 
spectives that are not generally heard and to express our 
anger and sadness at things that happened at the rendez- 
vous. We will be reporting back about the COW campaign 
in future issues of the Journal. 

Some other ideas we have so far include: having a Trans 
and Wommin Action Camp (TWAC), attending and holding 
anti-oppression trainings, starting a website to share stories, 
resources and ideas, working with rendezvous organizers to 
help proactively make gatherings a safe space for minority 
people, creating a kit for challenging oppression and com- 
bating our own privilege for EF! actions, campaigns, and 
gatherings, and developing a system through which to dia- 
logue about oppression within the EF! movement. 

If you would like to help with any of these ideas, have 
some of your own, or if you have any feedback about the EF! 
COW campaign, please email earthfirstcow@yahoo.com. 

Nell is super excited to be a part of a community filled with 
strong, amazing wommin who are up front about discussing 
gender issues, who empower themselves through solidarity with 
one another's concerns and who are creating projects like a re- 
productive health collective. 
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"aboriginals" are on provincial land 
but aren't being required to follow 
Ontario law. "It's not proper that they 
just go forward and do whatever they 
want without following standards that 
everyone in Ontario has to follow," 
Trainer said. "It's not right." 

Sometimes resi- 
dents and Natives 
have poured onto 
the streets, throw- 
ing rocks or shouting 
racial slurs at each 
other. Jan Watson, a 
resident who started 
Community Friends 
for Peace and Under- 
standing with Six Na- 
tions, has been subject 
to threats from other 
Caledonia residents. 

Her house has been 
egged, and she was 
swarmed by an angry 
mob over Labor Day 
weekend. 

Most recently, con- 
troversy has arisen 
over the close prox- 
imity of Notre Dame, a Catholic K-8 
school, to the reclamation site. Re- 
sponding to demands from parents, 
the school board has reaffirmed a 
plan to build an eight-foot high pri- 
vacy fence behind the school to 
shield students from the reclamation 
site. A half-dozen additional surveil- 
lance cameras will also be installed, 
bringing the total to nine. A provin- 
cial police liaison officer will be on 
site during school hours, along 
with at least 10 officers out- 
side the school. The estimated 
$30,000 cost for the fence and 
$5,000 for the new cameras will 
be covered by the Ontario gov- 
ernment. Jamieson compared 
the fence to the Berlin Wall. 

"If they want to teach fear and 
hostility in their children, I 
have no control over it." 

Talks have commenced between 
Six Nations representatives and the 
Canadian government. But Hazel 
Hill, clan mother and Six Nations 
spokesperson, stated, "the land is not 
negotiable." She also made it clear 
that "nothing that is decided at the 
main table talks is legal until it goes 
back to the people and the men and 
women's council fire for ratification 


and consensus. That has been un- 
derstood from the beginning of our 
reclamation.” 

But many Caledonia residents, frus- 
trated with the slow pace of nego- 
tiations, have threatened to take up 
arms. Steve Tong, the spokesperson 


for a local residents' group that calls 
itself Caledonia Resistance, said that 
many residents are hunting enthu- 
siasts who have considered turning 
their guns on the Six Nations com- 
munity during tense situations. He 
hinted there might be a rally in the 
works, but did not provide any de- 
tails. "We're making plans and things 
are going to happen soon," he said. 
"Something is going to be done." 


"The threat of violence is real, but it 
is not coming from the people on the 
site" said Hill. She argues that the in- 
digenous protesters are actively main- 
taining a peaceful reclamation. They 
have reduced security patrols, asked 
individuals who have threatened the 
peace to leave the site and respected 
their neighbors with diligence, ad- 
dressing every concern brought to 


them by the Ontario Provincial Po- 
lice and provincial and federal rep- 
resentatives. The Six Nations have 
seen Caledonia residents, including 
Parliament member Toby Barrett, 
threaten violence, while other gov- 
ernment officials, like Trainer, accept 
these threats, perpetu- 
ate them throughout 
the media and remain 
inactive. 

But the Six Na- 
tions community has 
vowed to remain un- 
armed and on the site 
at any cost. "Even if 
[residents arm them- 
selves], that doesn't 
mean we're going to 
leave. It just takes it 
to another level," said 
one Six Nations war- 
rior. Another Caledo- 
nia resident said that 
"the events have cre- 
ated a large division. I 
don't know how many 
generations that will 
take to heal." 

Clyde Powless, a native spokes- 
person who has been in Caledonia 
since the beginning of the land dis- 
pute, said, "I don't see myself here 
forever, but I see some of our people 
here. We've been here a long time. 
We're not going anywhere." Accord- 
ing to Powless, there can only be 
one outcome: justice. He says that 
the dispute in Caledonia is about 
more than land; the Six Nations are 
standing up to the Canadian 
government and its policy of 
forced assimilation. "A lot of 
people on our reserve don't 
know our own ways or tra- 
ditional values," he said. "It 
was dying out and now I see 
it resurging." 

Six Nations is asking for 
donations of non-perishable 
food, warm clothing, build- 
ing supplies and money, which can 
be deposited into a Bank of Montreal 
account. 

For more information, visit www. 
sisis.nativeweb.org. 

Cinder was inspired by a member of 
the Six Nations who spoke on the To- 
hono O'odham reservation in southern 
Arizona. She looks up to their example of 
strong and unending resistance. 



The indigenous protesters are actively 
maintaining a peaceful reclamation. 
They have reduced security patrols, 
asked individuals who have threatened 
the peace to leave the site and respected 
their neighbors with diligence. 
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by Tom Keefer 

On February 28, members of the Six Nations of the Iro- 
quois Confederacy reclaimed a suburban construction site 
on lands belonging to them and initiated one of the most 
significant anti-colonial struggles in North America in re- 
cent years (see EF!f July-August 2006). With the people of 
Six Nations fighting to regain ownership of the 950,000 
acres of the Haldimand tract originally granted to them 
by the British crown in 1784, the outcome of the struggle 
at Douglas Creek Estates has major implications for white 
settlers, the Canadian state, the Iroquois Confederacy, and 
indigenous peoples throughout North America. 

White residents from the nearby town of Caledonia 
have regularly protested the indigenous blockades, and on 
numerous occasions have attempted to break past police 
lines in order to take back the disputed land. But many 
other white people, supportive of the reclamation, have 
been active in and around Six Nations and Caledonia. This 
article analyzes the four kinds of solidarity actions that 
have been organized by these supporters of the reclama- 
tion. By thinking strategically about our work, white anti- 
racist activists can more effectively contribute to a victory 
for the people of Six Nations, and, more ambitiously, can 
work toward a transformation of the colonial dynamics of 
Canadian settler society. 

Physical Presence 

Dozens of activists have visited the reclamation site to 
volunteer on a semi-permanent basis, offering their labor 
and physical presence in order to bolster and help sustain 
the reclamation, and to hopefully help serve as a deterrent 
to further state violence. The most tangible contribution 
made by white activists along these lines has been to help 
with the preparation of food for the camp. Along with 
helping to prepare mass meals, they have produced a daily 
series of food boxes for the half-dozen or so checkpoints 
around the perimeter that secures the site. 


FIFTH COLUMN- 


Coalition Building 

Palestine solidarity activists, immigrant and refugee 
activists, members of the Ontario Coalition Against Pov- 
erty, and a range of different trade unions have all sent 
delegations and members to the reclamation site (often 
carrying donations of food, supplies and cash) to express 
their solidarity. Others have organized speaking events 
with representatives of Six Nations in non-Native com- 
munities and constituencies, giving Six Nations represen- 
tatives a chance to talk about their struggle and discuss 
opportunities for support. 

Solidarity Demonstrations 

A number of demonstrations have been organized in 
solidarity with Six Nations, most of which have specifi- 
cally protested the policies of the federal and provincial 
government and demanded that they negotiate in good 
faith. These protests can be divided into two categories: 
legal protests petitioning the Canadian government and 
direct action protests by indigenous peoples aimed at 
disrupting the functioning of the Canadian economy. 

Anti-Racist Activism within Caledonia 

In Caledonia itself, a group of local residents, trade 
union activists and members of Six Nations have been 
meeting on a weekly basis for the past two months in 
order to try to undercut racism against Six Nations. They 
hope to do so by building support within progressive ele- 
ments of the Caledonian community and by developing 
a rank-and-file network of trade union activists who sup- 
port Six Nations. 

The coalition has involved activists from a wide vari- 
ety of different labor and community organizations. It has 
distributed hundreds of leaflets and flyers within Caledo- 
nia, established a website and placed ads in local news- 
papers to identify supportive Caledonians. The group has 
also begun the process of meeting with local church groups 
and high school students and teachers in order to combat 
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The most important contribution that white 
activists can make is to organize within their 
own communities to address the conditions that 
allowed racism and state repression to be directed 
against anti-racist and anti-colonialist movements* 


the racism and bigotry that has flared up within the Cale- 
donian community. 

The coalition's plan of action has had three parts. 
First, it has sought to identify the hard-core elements 
in opposition to Six Nations and to understand their 
political and economic interests. This has meant keeping 
an eye out for the small number of neo-Nazi types at anti- 
Native protests as well as keeping track of those elements 
of the Caledonian population that are actively engaged in 
provocations against Six Nations. 

Second, it has sought to identify the progressive forces 
that exist within Caledonia and the surrounding com- 
munity and to bring them together to articulate a politi- 
cal alternative to the anti-native and pro-development 
program advocated by the Caledonian Citizens' Alliance 
(CCA). The CCA was formed by locals with an interest in 
economic development on Six Nations land and has been 
claiming to speak for all Caledonians inconvenienced by 
the standoff. 

Third, the coalition has been reaching out to the un- 
decided Caledonians who have tended to respond to 
the situation as spectators. These citizens, while con- 
scious of the fact that they are at the center of an issue 
of national concern, may still be swayed by either side 
of the argument. 

Organizing in Our Own Communities? 

While the four different expressions of solidarity are all 
important in their own way, we would be remiss as soli- 
darity activists if we did not consider the strategic implica- 
tions of these various approaches and commit resources to 
implement the most effective plan of action. Of the four 
types of solidarity activism I've outlined, most white anti- 
racist activists who have traveled to Caledonia have spent 
the majority of their time and energy at the reclamation 
site, and the least effort in attempting to organize within 
the Caledonian community, where there is the greatest 
need for white anti-racist activism. 

While countless hours of work have been done by soli- 
darity activists at the site, I would argue that the benefits of 
their presence are rather limited, serving more to educate 
and reward the activists themselves than to advance the 
struggle of the Six Nations. Although volunteering at the 
site may have the effect of demonstrating to people at Six 
Nations that not all white Canadians are racist, it does 
very little to alter the overall balance of forces that will 
ultimately determine how the struggle over Douglas Creek 
Estates will turn out, nor does it make a contribution to 


the reclamation site that could not otherwise be made by 
the indigenous people present. 

As long as the Six Nations community is united behind 
the reclamation, the only way they can be driven off the 
land is through the intervention of the Canadian mili- 
tary. Because military intervention requires the pretext of 
ungovernability and violent conflict in the surrounding 
area, non-Native activists from outside the area can make 
an important contribution to minimizing this danger by 
organizing within Caledonia. 

This perspective follows from the argument raised by 
the American Indian Movement, the Black Panthers and 
the Young Lords during the 1960s, who insisted that the 
most important contribution that white activists could 
make was to organize within their own communities 
to address the conditions that allowed racism and state 
repression to be directed against anti-racist and anti- 
colonialist movements. While it is sadly the case that 
many white anti-racist activists — then and now — do 
not belong to a meaningful "community" beyond their 
immediate group of friends and political acquaintances, 
this does not change the fact that white people have a 
special responsibility to work to counter the outpouring of 
racism coming from Caledonia — especially since the only 
entry requirement for this kind of work in Caledonia is to 
identify as being "Canadian." 

Taking responsibility for organizing within white com- 
munities should not be seen as an unpleasant duty meant 
only to satisfy the directives of anti-colonial movements; 
implicit in our own desire to build an emancipatory so- 
ciety is the requirement that we challenge reactionary 
politics in our own settler/white-dominated workplaces, 
communities and schools. Caledonians clearly see them- 
selves as part of the Canadian mainstream, and even if 
white anti-racist activists sometimes wish to escape from 
or deny our integration within the same body politic, we 
must recognize our responsibility to organize with and 
struggle to transform the politics of fellow settlers as we 
work to rupture the colonial foundations of the Canadian 
nation-state. 

For more information, visit www.honorsixnations.com. 

Tom Keefer is an editor of the anti-capitalist journal Upping 
the Anti and a member of Community Friends for Peace and 
Understanding with Six Nations, a coalition organizing within 
Caledonia in support of Six Nations. 

Editors' Note: This article was shortened from the original 
version, which can be read in full at auto_sol.tao.ca/node/ 
view/2246. 
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A shears- wielding, brush-frol- 
icking, dry-weather, please-come- 
to-our-town wolf to Robert "Roy" 
van de Hoek for defending the integrity 
of the Ballona Wetlands, one of the largest 
remaining coastal wetlands in California. A for- 
mer Bureau of Land Management biologist, van 
de Hoek is facing jail time and large fines for alleg- 
edly cutting down non-native plants like ficus trees 
and myoporum shmbs. His attorney reported that 
van de Hoek will plead not guilty. 

This will be brave van de Hoek's second time 
facing charges for such actions. Ten years ago, he 
was caught cutting down aquifer-destroying Austra- 
lian eucalyptus trees in the area, and was sentenced to 
three years of probation. 


Wolves and Poodles 



A stingray-venom-gurgling, just- 
see-who's-gonna-get-stung-next 
poodle to all the people who 
have been killing stingrays in 

retribution for Steve Irwin's death. 
Irwin, the host of Animal Planet's 
"Crocodile Hunter," was killed 
while on a mission by a stingray, 
which was just using its natural 
defenses against the adoring 
invader. He would have been 
content with the way he died, 
but he's probably rolling over in 
his swampy grave at the thought 
of people murdering the wild animals 
he loved. While Irwin did exploit the an- 
imals he stalked for his television Show — 
invading their natural habitats in order to 
broadcast them across the world, and prob- 
ably raking in the cash for it — there's no 
doubt that he was also committed to con- 
servation and educating the public about 
the importance of wilderness. 


A car-slamming, must-be-global -warming-fumes 
induced, unexpectedly-pleasant-but-we-would-still- 
never-so-much-as-honor-them-with-an-EF!-T-shirt 
wolf to the California Attorney General for filing 
a suit on September 20 against Chrysler Motors Corpo- 
ration, General Motors, Ford Motor Company, Toyota 
Motor North America, Honda North America and Nissan 
North America for designing incredibly inefficient cars 
that contribute greatly to global warming, which costs 
state taxpayers millions of dollars. 

In 2005, 10 states, including California, passed laws to 
ensure decreased vehicle emissions by 2016. The car com- 
panies themselves recently went to court challenging these 
2005 emissions laws. Some of the things the companies 
would have to do to make their cars more efficient are incor- 
porate hybrid systems and better engine and transmission 
designs, slicker aerodynamics and lower resistance tires. 

Hopefully the car companies will lose a lot of money over 
this and eventually be forced to stop making cars altogether! 
In fact, we're going to stockpile some more bikes.... 

A backyard-clucking, rifle-waving, feather- 
ruffled wolf to the woman who recently 
shot her husband after he kicked one of her 
pet chickens out of the house and shot 
it. The woman was taken into custody 
and her husband is recovering from 
his bullet-wound, but the chicken 
died on the scene. It was not the 
first to be killed; the yard was re- 
portedly littered with dead chickens. 

Neighbors say that the couple lived 
alone with their animals, and often 
appeared intoxicated. 

The couple's daughter came at about 
midnight the day of the showdown 
and retrieved the remaining animals 
from the house. 


A back-tracking, whale-bone-cracking, scientific- 
my-ass poodle to Iceland for resuming the exportation 
of whale meat after a 15-year hiatus. Iceland claims that 
it must export the Minke whales that are killed for "scien- 
tific research" because there is not an adequate domestic 
market for thousands of pounds of whale meat. 

Iceland resumed whaling in 2003 and, along with Japan 
and Norway, has declared itself exempt from the United 
Nations' Convention on International Trade in Endan- 
gered Species of Wild Flora and Fauna (CITES), which bans 
whale trade. It is selling the meat to the Faroe Islands, a self- 
governing region of Denmark. But there is debate about 
whether or not the spirit of CITES is being breached by ex- 
porting to the islands, because while the Faroe may be self- 
governing, Denmark is still supposedly bound by CITES. 

A money-panting, breath-commodifying, what- 
other-useless-piece-of-crap-could-possibly-be-mar- 
keted-next poodle to the Big Ox company and its 
gullible customers for creating, marketing, purchas- 
ing, and actually inhaling bottled air. It contains 93 
percent oxygen and comes in two flavors, "moun- 
tain mint" and "tropical breeze." Like processed 
energy drinks and energy bars, bottled air has been 
marketed to people who are stressed out by their 
( everyday lives and hope that the product will help 
them always be at "peak performance." The Big 
Ox website is full of images of athletic-types 
climbing mountain peaks and looking trium- 
phant. Health professionals say the bottled 
air, which is currently available in the US 
and Japan, will have little or no effect on 
people's wellbeing, even temporarily. 

The two men who started the com- 
pany said they came up with the idea of 
selling bottled air while lounging in an oxygen bar 
in Las Vegas. Each bottle of Big Ox retails at $10 to $15 
and contains about 30 breaths of air. 
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blast from the past 

Samhain 1995 Earth First! Journal 

Pigging in at Warner Creek 


by Matt Rossell 

As the first snow falls above 4,500 feet in the Willamette 
National Forest, all who live there are preparing for the 
upcoming Winter, including Earth Firstlers. The vine 
maples are bursting bright red to welcome the season, the 
Douglas firs are moving their water into their outer bark 
to make themselves ready for the frost, and activists at 
Warner Creek are digging in (literally) for a long and 
productive Winter campaign. 

Ignited by arsonists in Oc- 
tober 1991, the Warner Creek 
burn area spans 9,000 acres. 

Warner Creek stands alone as 
the only salvage timber sale 
that has remained uncut for 
five years following a fire. On 
September 6, Judge Michael 
Hogan lifted the injunction 
that once protected Warner 
Creek from the saws, because 
Clinton's salvage rider ren- 
dered legal arguments moot. 

Predicting that outcome, 

EFIers moved in to reclaim 
their public road and close it to 
corporate lawlessness. Ever since, a peaceful tribe has oc- 
cupied the road to physically stop logging. Thomas Creek 
Logging Company has purchased the first 16 acres of nine 
million board feet to be "salvaged" along Bunchgrass Ridge 
and in the Kelsey Creek watershed. Activists have kept the 
fellers and Freddies away with no arrests, and their battle 
cry echoes across the valley checkered with clearcuts: "Not 
One Black Stick!" 

Good Housekeeping 

Living on logging road 2408, almost completely un- 
disturbed by the US Forest Service (USFS) cops, mem- 
bers of the recently independent "Cascadia Free State" 
have worked tirelessly to protect the recovering forest. 
The barricades begin below a former USFS gate, which 
has been converted into a wall by three barrels of ce- 
ment fortified with rebar, "locking" it permanently 
closed. If the Freddies do visit, they will first be greeted 
by a gatekeeper on the 15-foot-high log wall and will 
soon need to ask very politely to enter if they expect 
the drawbridge to be lowered over the moat that is 
under construction. 


Friendly folks can come on up to the tent village where 
a large, dry living space has been created with tarps and 
equipped with a kitchen area, pantry, media table and a 
warm fire circle. Tipis, shelters and tents are scattered all 
around, including one pitched right over the steel door 
lockdown set up in front of the gate. Above the gate stands 
a large, beautiful tipi constructed of downed trees and 
waterproofed with cedar bark found on the forest floor. 

What were once "ditches" in the road have now become 

canyons. "Evolution Creek" 
has flowing water and is at 
least 10 feet deep and 15 
feet across — big enough to 
devour a car. Another mile 
up the road, "Full Moon 
Gorge" is just as formidable, 
and the sound of digging 
never stops. Other blockades, 
■§, shelters, ditches and rock 
I walls have been strategically 
n placed along the last five 
1 miles of 2408, ending at the 
= first three sale units. 

And They Call Us 
Terrorists... 

Two unknown goons sabotaged one ingenious barricade, 
a bi-pod (a two-legged tripod suspended by cables). The 
two men, identically uniformed in camo gortex and shiny 
badges, walked quickly past the gate encampment one day 
and refused to answer any questions. Their sabotage was 
soon discovered: stolen and destroyed equipment includ- 
ing slashed water bottles and tarps and stolen binoculars, 
food, tools and radio equipment. A rock and log structure 
named "Clearcut Hut" was also damaged and has since been 
rebuilt and reinforced by the architects, who didn't flinch 
at the sight of the damage. They simply said, "We'll rebuild 
it — we have much more energy than those Freddies!" 

Although more work always needs to be done, residents 
living in the Cascadia Free State are finding many projects 
to keep themselves busy and warm. Winterizing living areas, 
chopping wood and preparing meals are just a few daily 
chores. The entrenched activists remain vigilant around the 
clock — ready to lock down or take their support positions. 

For the rest of the Warner Creek story, check out the Samhain 
1995 issue of the Earth First! Journal. Back issues of the EF! 
Journal are available for five dollars each. Order our near- 
complete, 26-year set for $500. 



Welcome to the Cascadia Free State. 
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Prisoners in the Struggle 
Support Them ! 

The following list is a small sample of the total number of political prisoners and prisoner 
support groups worldwide. Regulations for mail sent to prisoners vary according to individual 
prisons. Before sending monetary donations, stamps, books or packages, ask prisoners what 
the regulations are. Assume that the authorities read everything you write to a prisoner. When 
prisoners are awaiting trial, it is best not to discuss their cases or related topics with them. 

Although many prisoners are listed together, they must be written to separately. The EF! 

Journal offers discounted subscriptions for prisoners. Please contact us for more information. * 


Prisoner and Legal Updates 

•Madeline Buckler PR7492, HMP Pe- 
terborough, Saville Road, Westwood, 
Peterborough, PE3 7PD, England. On 
September 22, Buckler was sentenced to 
two years for sending hate mail to a fam- 
ily that bred guinea pigs for vivisection. 

•Rodney Coronado #03895-000, FCI 
Tucson, 8901 S Wilmot Rd, Tucson, A Z 
85706, USA. Serving eight months for 
his role in an EF! sabotage of a mountain 
lion hunt. Coronado is also awaiting 
trial for allegedly telling people how to 
construct an incendiary device during a 
speech at an animal rights gathering. He 
has been moved to the above address. 

•Joseph Harris, TN5728, HMP Wood- 
hill, Tattenhoe Street, Milton Keynes, 
Bucks, MK4 4DA, England. Harris, a doc- 
tor of molecular biology, was sentenced 
on September 20 to three years for dam- 
aging the property of people associated 
with Huntingdon Life Sciences (HLS). 

• The "Lecce 5" are awaiting trial in 
Italy, accused of damaging gas pumps in 
opposition to the war on Iraq, targeting 
Benetton in support of the Mapuche 
and damaging an ATM at a bank with 
links to an immigrant-detention facil- 
ity. All of the defendants are now under 
house arrest. 

Awaiting Trial or Sentencing 

•Fadalla Idris Alajaimy, Mohamed 
Ahmed Alajaimy and Ali Mohamed 
Alhassen Massad are awaiting trial for 
"waging war against the state" — a capital 
crime — for allegedly organizing against 
the construction of a dam. Their cur- 
rent addresses are unknown. For more 
information, contact the Sudan Orga- 
nization Against Torture, Argo House, 
Kilbum Park Rd, London NW6 5LF, UK; 
info@soatsudan.org; www.soatsudan.org. 

•Tre Arrow, CS#05850722, Vancou- 
ver Island Regional Correction Center, 


4216 Wilkinson Rd, Victoria, BC V8Z 
5B2, Canada. Appealing extradition to 
the US to stand trial for alleged involve- 
ment in the arsons of logging trucks 
and vehicles owned by a sand and grav- 
el company. For more information, visit 
www.trearrow.org. 



•Eric McDavid, X-2972521 4E231A, 
Sacramento County Main Jail, 651 I St, 
Sacramento, CA 95814, USA. Awaiting 
trial for alleged conspiracy to destroy 
the US Forestry Service's Institute of 
Forest Genetics, a dam, cell-phone tow- 
ers and power plants. For more infor- 
mation, visit www.supporteric.org. 

•Manase Furima and Matius Nasira, 
Lembaga Pemasyarakatan Manokwari, J1 
Sabang No 4, Manokwari, Papua, Indo- 
nesia. Awaiting trial for taking part in a 
road blockade to prevent illegal logging. 

•Peter Daniel Young, #10269-111, FCI 
Victorville Medium II, POB 5700, Adel- 
anto, CA 92301, USA. Awaiting trial for 
alleged involvement in a 1997 mink lib- 
eration in South Dakota and serving two 
years for releasing mink and foxes from 
six different fur farms. For more infor- 
mation, visit www.supportpeter.com. 

Animal Liberation 

•Jon Ablewhite, TB4885, John Smith, 
TB4887, and Kerry Whitburn, TB4886, 
HMP Lowdham Grange, Lowdham, 
Nottingham NG14 7DA, UK. Serving 12 
years for conspiracy to blackmail a sup- 
plier of guinea pigs for vivisection. 


•Natasha Avery, NR 8987, UKDS HMP 
Bronzefield, Woodthorpe Rd, Ashford, 
Middlesex TW15 3JZ, UK. Serving 16 
months for using abusive words and be- 
havior toward a fox hunter. 

•Dave Blenkinsop, EM7899, HMP 
Rye Hill, Onley, Warwickshire CV23 
8 AN, UK. Serving 10 years for attacking 
the managing director of HLS, liberat- 
ing 600 guinea pigs and planting in- 
cendiary devices under slaughterhouse 
vehicles. 

•Donald Currie TN 4593, HMP 
Woodhill, Tattenhoe St, Milton 
Keynes, MK4 4DA, England. Awaiting 
sentencing for arson against a courier 
company with links to the vivisection 
industry. 

•Joshua Demmitt, #12314-081, FCI 
Safford, POB 9000, Safford, AZ 85548, 
USA. Serving 2.5 years for an Animal 
Liberation Front (ALF) arson of an ani- 
mal-testing facility. For more informa- 
tion, visit www.supportjosh.org. 

•Garfield Marcus Gabbard, TV4271, 
HMP Moorland (Closed), Bawtry Rd, 
Hatfield Woodhouse, Doncaster, South 
Yorkshire DN7 6BW, UK. Serving 21 
months for threatening to kick a secu- 
rity guard during an anti-vivisection 
protest. 

•Sarah Gisborne, LT5393, HMP 
Cookham Wood, Rochester, Kent ME1 
3LU, UK. Serving 5.5 years for conspira- 
cy to cause criminal damage to vehicles 
owned by people linked to HLS. 

•Josephine Mayo, PR6508, HMP Pe- 
terborough, Saville Rd, Westwood, Pe- 
terborough PE3 7PD, UK. Serving four 
years for conspiracy to blackmail a sup- 
plier of guinea pigs for vivisection. 

•Daniel Wadham, TF5524, HMP 
Rochester, 1 Fort Rd, Rochester, Kent 
ME1 3QS, UK. Serving one year for us- 
ing abusive words and behavior toward 
a fox hunter. 
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Ecodefense 

•Marco Camenisch, Postfach 3143, 
CH-8105 Regensdorf, Switzerland. Serv- 
ing LI years for using explosives to tar- 
get nuclear facility power lines and for 
the alleged murder of a Swiss border 
guard. Camenisch reads French, Ger- 
man, Spanish and Italian fluently. He 
can also read some English. 

•Ibai Ederra, Carcel de Pamplona, 
C/San Roque Apdo 250, 31080 Irunez, 
Pamplona, Navarra, Spain. Serving 
nearly five years for sabotaging machin- 
ery at the Itoiz dam construction site. 

•Jeffrey "Free" Luers, #13797671, OSP, 
2605 State St, Salem, OR 97310, USA. 
Serving 22 years and eight months for 
arson at an SUV dealership and for at- 
tempted arson of an oil truck. For more 
information, visit www.freefreenow.org. 

•Christopher McIntosh, #30512- 
013, USP Hazelton, POB 2000, Bruce- 
ton Mills, WV 26525, USA. Serving 
eight years for a joint ALF/Earth Lib- 
eration Front (ELF) arson against a 
McDonald's. For more information, 
visit www.supportchris.org. 

•John Wade, #38548-083, FCI Peters- 
burg Low, Satellite Camp, POB 90027, 
Petersburg, VA 23804, USA. Serving 
three years for a series of ELF actions 
against McDonald's, Burger King, urban 
sprawl, the construction industry and 
an SUV dealership. 

•Helen Woodson, #03231-045, FMC 
Carswell, Admin Max Unit, POB 27137, 
Ft. Worth, TX 76127, USA. Serving 
nearly nine years for violating her pa- 
role by dumping a cup of red paint over 
the security apparatus of a federal court 
and making warnings ("threats") of 
weapons of mass destruction. In 2004, 
Woodson completed 20 years for dis- 
arming a Minuteman II missile silo with 
a jackhammer, mailing warning letters 
to officials with bullets inside, robbing 
a bank and burning the money. 

II Silvestre 

II Silvestre is an Italian eco-anar- 
chist group whose members have been 
framed for a variety of direct actions. 
Except for Gioia, all the defendants list- 
ed below are awaiting trial for allegedly 
using explosives to damage an electric- 
ity pylon. Three other II Silvestre mem- 
bers — William Frediani, Leonardo Landi 
and Alessio Perondi — are currently un- 
der house arrest. 

•Federico Bonamici, Casa di Reclu- 
sione, ia Nuova Poggioreale 177, 80143 
Napolo Poggioreale (NA), Italy. 

•Giuseppe Bonamici, Nuova Casa Cir- 
condariale "San Michele," Strada casale 
50/ A, 15100 Alessandria, Italy. 


•Silvia Guerini, Carcere "La Dozza", 
Via Del Gomito 2, 40127 Bologna, Italy. 

•Benedetta Galante, Casa Circondar- 
iale, Contrada Capo di Monte, 82100, 
Benevento (BN), Italy. Serving 3.5 years 
for promoting and participating in di- 
rect action. 

•Francesco Gioia, Via Maiano, 10, 
06049 Spoleto, Italy. Serving more than 
five years for promoting and participat- 
ing in direct action. Gioia is also await- 
ing trial for escaping from house arrest. 

•Costantino Ragusa, Casa Circondar- 
iale, Via Prati Nuovi 7, 27058 Voghera 
(PV), Italy. Serving five years for promot- 
ing and participating in direct action. 



Indigenous Resistance 

•Byron Shane of Chubbuck® Clan, 
#07909-051, USP Beaumont, POB 
26030, Beaumont, Texas, North Amer- 
ica. Serving 80 years for aggravated 
assault on federal agents, escape and 
bank robbery. Chubbuck funneled 
money that he stole from banks to the 
Zapatista National Liberation Army in 
Chiapas, Mexico. 

•Leonard Peltier, #89637-132, USP 
Lewisburg, POB 1000, Lewisburg, PA 
17837, USA. Peltier, an American Indi- 
an Movement activist, is serving life in 
prison after being framed for the deaths 
of two FBI agents killed during the 1975 
Pine Ridge siege. For more information, 
visit www.freepeltier.org. 

Mapuche 

The indigenous Mapuche people in Chile 
are fighting to defend their forests from 
multinational companies. For more infor- 
mation, visit www.mapuche-nation.org. 

•Aniceto Norin Catriman and Pascual 
Pichun Paillalao, Carcel de Traiguen — 
Coronel Gregorio Urrutia N° 129, Trai- 
guen, IX Region, Chile. Mapuche lonkos 
(chiefs) serving five years for intimida- 
tion and "terrorist arson." 

•Victor Ancalaf Llaupe, Complejo 
Penitenciario El Manzano Concep- 
ci6n — Direccion, Camino a Penco N° 
450 Casilla 70, Chile. Mapuche leader 
serving five years for "terrorist arson." 

•Jaime Huenchullan Cayul, Juan 
Carlos Huenulao Tricauko, Florencio 
Jaime Marileo Saravia, Jos6 Patricio 


Marileo Saravia, Jose Nain Curamil 
and Patricia Troncoso Robles, Centro 
Detention Penitenciaria Pedro Agu- 
irre — Cerda N° 80 y Los Confines s/n°, 
Angol, IX Region, Chile. Huenchul- 
lan is awaiting trial, accused of theft 
and intimidation. Huenulao is await- 
ing trial, accused of "terrorist arson." 
Troconso and the Marileos are serving 
10 years for "terrorist arson." Nain, a 
Mapuche leader, is serving five years 
for arson. 

MOVE 

The MOVE 9, members of an eco-revo- 
lutionary group, were framed for the mur- 
der of a cop and sentenced to 30 to 100 
years each. For more information, visit 
www.onamove.com. 

•Debbie Simms Africa, #006307, Janet 
Holloway Africa, #006308, and Janine 
Philips Africa, #006309, SCI Cambridge 
Springs, 451 Fullerton Ave, Cambridge 
Springs, PA 16403-1238, USA. 

•Michael Davis Africa, #AM4973, and 
Charles Simms Africa, #AM4975, SCI 
Graterford, POB 244, Graterford, PA 
19426-0244, USA. 

•Edward Goodman Africa, #AM4974, 
SCI Mahanoy, 301 Morea Rd, Frackville, 
PA 17931, USA. 

•William Philips Africa, #AM4984, 
and Delbert Orr Africa, #AM4985, SCI 
Dallas, Follies Rd, Drawer K, Dallas, PA 
18612-0286, USA. 

•Mumia Abu-Jamal, #AM8335, SCI 
Greene, 175 Progress Dr, Waynesburg, 
PA 15370, USA. Abu-Jamal, a politically 
active journalist, was framed for the 
murder of a cop in 1981. 

Political Prisoners 

•Jose Perez Gonzalez, #21519-069, 
FCI Yazoo City Medium, POB 5888, 
Yazoo City, MS 39194-5888, USA. Serv- 
ing five years for conspiracy to destroy 
federal property during a May 2003 cel- 
ebration of the end of the US military 
occupation of Vieques. 

•Fran Thompson, #1090915 HU 1C, 
WERDCC, POB 300, 1101 E Hwy 54, 
Vandalia, MO 63382-0300, USA. Be- 
fore she was given a life sentence in 
the early 1990s for shooting a stalker 
in self-defense, Thompson was active 
in animal rights and environmental 
campaigns. 

Prisoner Support Groups 

•Earth Liberation Prisoners Support 
Network, elp4321@hotmail.com; www. 
spiritoffreedom.org.uk. 

•North AmericanEarthLiberationPrison- 
ers Support Network, naelpsn@mutualaid. 
org; www.ecoprisoners.org. 
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announcements 


thanksgiving caravan 
to indigenous 
resistance communities 

november 2 1-26 • black mesa, arizona 

This Thanksgiving a caravan of work crews 
from around the country, including California 
and Colorado, will be traveling to Black Mesa, 

Arizona, to spend a week with Dine (Navajo) 
families affected by mining and relocation 
laws. Anyone with a willingness to work is 
invited. Hands-on projects will demonstrate 
how indigenous communities are actively 
shaping their future and working to assure 
cultural survival. You will learn about tradi- 
tional indigenous ways of life and participate 
in practices that provide the basic foundations 
of life (water, food, shelter and clothing). 

Work projects include building water 
catchments and corral, roof and home re- 
pair. Work crews will be spread out, visiting 
people of both the Hopi and Dine Nations. 

In the Bay Area, there is a particular need 
for people with trucks and vans to help 
transport workers and donations. Dona- 
tions such as tools, money, and Winter 
clothes are also needed. 

To join the Bay Area caravan, contact the 
Vox Populi Collective, vox.populi.collective@gmail.com. 
If you're in the Sacramento or Los Angeles area, con- 
tact (415) 552-6156; eireannach_99@yahoo.com. 

To join the caravan out of Boulder, Colorado, contact 
Traditional Support Caravan, POB 71, Hygeine, CO 80533; 
www.traditionalsupportcaravan.org. 

For more information, contact Black Mesa Indigenous 
Support, blackmesais@riseup.net; www.blackmesais.org. 

earth first! 

organizers’ conference 

february 22-26 ■ austin, texas 

The Organizer's Conference and Winter Rendezvous 
will be held deep in the heart of Texas, February 22-26, 
at the Rhizome Collective's Brownfield in Austin. It is 
located inside the city, but the 10-acre area is wooded, 
adjoined by a pond and a tributary of the Colorado Riv- 
er. There is access to a community kitchen at Rhizome, 
where the meals will be cooked and transported to the 
Brownfield. If you'd like to learn more about the Brown- 
field, visit www.rhizomecollective.org. 

If you would like to do a workshop or if you have any 
suggestions, input or questions, contact (210) 316-6014; 
efoc2k7@hotmail.com. Thanks to everyone who has 
helped out so far, and we'll see you in February! 


day of solidarity with green scare 
indictees and politicalprisoners 
december 7 

The one-year anniversary of the first "Op- 
eration Backfire" arrests will be marked by 
a worldwide "Day of Solidarity" to raise 
awareness about the Green Scare. Please put 
together an event in your area to support 
Green Scare indictees and political, prison- 
ers. You may want to organize a music fes- 
tival, a teach-in, a rally, a film screening, a 
fundraiser, a potluck, a prisoner letter-writ- 
ing party, a garage sale, a bike ride, a book 
sale or a panel of speakers. December 7 could 
be a visible culmination of anti-Green Scare 
community organizing to influence public 
opinion and awareness. 

Remember, everything you do to support 
people targeted should be legal and in their 
| best interest. Please do not organize some- 
| thing that could jeopardize their cases. If 
-? you are organizing events for specific defen- 
| dants, please make sure to contact their sup- 
port committees before organizing rallies or 
fundraisers. 

For more information, to let nationwide 
organizers know what events you have 
planned or to get ideas or support for your event, please 
contact greenscare@mutualaid.org; www.greenscare.org. 

anti-g8 infotour 

january-february 

san diego, California to Vancouver, british Columbia 

Every year, eight of the most powerful people in the 
world organize a secret meeting in a luxury hotel and de- 
cide how to manage the world according to their neolib- 
eral economic ideology. The public and the press are kept 
out of their meeting, and there are no records or minutes 
of their decisions. Wildly unpopular, this annual meeting 
of the leaders of the world's eight richest nations — the 
G8 — has been met with mass protests since at least 1985. 
Next year, the G8 will meet June 6-8 in Heilingendamm, 
on Germany's northern border. The anti-G8 Dissent! Net- 
work has been organizing for more than a year and has 
held numerous direct actions against the coming G8 sum- 
mit. This January and February, the Dissent! Infotour will 
organize a West Coast US tour to promote the mobiliza- 
tion. The focus will be on lessons learned from European 
mobilizations against the G8. Contacts are needed from 
San Diego to Vancouver to host the tour. 

For more information, contact goodniteg8@riseup.net; 
www.dissent.org.uk; www.gipfelsoli.org. 
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You want to be green, but you have questions. 

At Green Festival you’ll find real answers, great food, 
live entertainment and a deeper shade of green. 

07 APR 21 

mccormick place/lakeside 

877 727 2179 www.greenfestivais.org 
exhibit space available 

CELEBRATE EARTH DAY ‘07 WITH US! 



Chicago 
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The Earth First! Journal currently has an opening for a new member of our editorial staff. It could be j 
you! Being a part of the Journal is full of rewards — working on a consensus basis with a tight collective j 
to publish a magazine essential to the radical environmental movement. Our new long-term editor j 
ideally will have publishing experience, be personally compatible with existing staff, have excellent j 
editing skills, be computer literate, have a sense of humor and be able to commit to at least a year and 
a half. As a collective, all of the work is shared, so a motivated, hard-working individual is required! 

We also welcome people with a variety of talents and activist experience to come and work for one j 
issue of the Journal as a “short-term" editor. This adds to the diversity of voices and energy in the 
magazine. The waiting list can be long, but it also depends on how flexible your schedule is and when ] 
you will be available. 

To apply, send your resume with a letter of interest to the Earth First! Journal, POB 3023, Tucson, AZ 
85702. Please forward a writing sample, activist history and the names of some EF! activists who can j 
vouch for you. For more information, contact (520) 620-6900; collective@earthfirstjournal.org. 
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EARTH FIRST! 
DIRECTORY 


ARIZ ONA 
Catalyst Infoshop 
109 N McCormick St, Prescott, 
AZ 86301 
(928) 443-8525; 
info@catalystinfoshop.org 
Chuk'shon EF! 
sabthebastards@hotmail.com 
Flagstaff Activist Network 
POB 911, Flagstaff, AZ 86002 
(928) 213-9507; info@flagstaffactivist.org 
Phoenix EF! 
phoenixef@excite.com 
Tucson EF! 

az_earth_first@hotmail.com 


Long Haul Infoshop 

3124 Shattuck Ave, Berkeley, CA 94705 
(510) 540-0751; slingshot@tao.ca 
North Coast EF! 

POB 28, Areata, CA 95518 
(707) 825-6598 
Santa Cruz EF! 

POB 344, Santa Cruz, CA 95061 

cruzef@cruzio.com 

Sierra Nevada EF! 

935 F St, Fresno, CA 93706 
collective@sierranevadaearthfirst.org 
smartMeme Strategy & Training Project 
2940 16th St #216, San Francisco, CA 94103 
info@smartmeme.com 


CALIFORNIA 

ACT UP! San Francisco 

1884 Market St, San Francisco, CA 94102 

(415) 864-6686; actupsf@hotmail.com 

Direct Action Fund 

POB 210, Canyon, CA 94516 

Free Mind Media 

546 Pacific Ave, Santa Rosa, CA 95404 
info@freemindmedia.org 


COLORADO 

Wilderness Study Group 

University of Colorado, Campus Box 207, 

Boulder, CO 80309 

wsg@colorado.edu 

CONNECTICUT 

Environmental Library Fund 

25 Newtown Tpke, Weston, CT 06883 

(203) 227-2065; remyc@prodigy.net 


■■■I 
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INTERNATIONAL CONTACTS 


Wmmm 


AUSTRALIA 

EF! Australia 

POB 161, Norseman, WA, 6443, Australia 

efoz@earthfirst.org.au 

EF! OZ-Jervis Bay 

POB 295, Nowra, NSW, 2541, Australia 
BELGIUM 

EF! Belgium Support Group 
belgium2005@groenfront.be 
CANADA 
Elaho EF! 

earth_first@resist.ca 
Ottawa EF! 

ottawaearthfirst@resist.ca; ottawaearthfirst. 
blogspot.com 

Car Busters 

Kratka 26, 100 00 Prague 10, Czech Republic 
420-274-810-849; info@carbusters.org 
EIRE 

An Talamh Glas (Green Earth) 

atgblue@yahoo.com 

ENGLAND 


EF! Action Update 

12 London Rd, Brighton BN1 4JA, UK 

mail@actionupdate.org.uk 

Leeds EF! c/o CRC 

16 Sholebroke Ave, Leeds LS7 3HB, UK 
0113-262-9365; leedsef@ukf.net 
London EF! 

84B Whitechapel High St, London El 0, UK 

eflondon@ziplip.com 

London Rising Tide 

62 Fieldgate St, London El 1ES, UK 

0770-879-4665; london@risingtide.org.uk 

Manchester EF! 

22a Beswick St, Manchester M4 7HS, UK 
mancef@nematode.freeserve.co.uk 

Road Block 

POB 164, Totnes, TQ9 5WX, UK 

020-7729-6973; office@roadblock.org.uk 

GERMANY 

EF! Germany 

green . rage@web . de 

ISRAEL 

Green Action Israel 


POB 4611, Tel Aviv 61046, Israel 

NETHERLANDS 

ASEED Europe 

Plantage Doklaan 12 A, 1018 CM, 
Amsterdam, Netherlands 
31-20-668-2236; aseedeur@antenna.nl 
Vrienden van GroenFront! 

POB 85069, 3508 AB Utrecht, Netherlands 

netherlands2005@groenfront.nl 

NIGERIA 

Environmental Rescue International 

20 Dawson Rd, by Forestry Junction, Benin 
City, Nigeria 

environmentalrescue@yahoo.co.uk 

RUSSIA 

Ecodefense! 

POB 1477, Kaliningrad, 236000, Russia 

0112-44-84-43 

SOUTH KOREA 

Green Korea United 

110-740 #605 Korean Ecumenical Bldg 136-56 
Younji-Dong, Jongro-Gu, Seoul, South Korea 
82-2- 74 7-8500; greenkorea@greenkorea. org 
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FLORIDA 
Jeaga EF! 

POB 961, Lake Worth, FL 33460 

(561) 547-6686; jeagaearthfirst@riseup.net 


(406) 646-0070; buffalo@wildrockies.org 
Wild Rockies EF! 

(406) 961-0171; odinswyrd@yahoo.com 
NEBRASKA 


earthfirstphilly@riseup.net 
Species Traitor/Black and Green 
POB 835, Greensburg, PA 15601 
primalwar@hotmail.com 


INDIANA 

Boxcar Books & Community Center 
310A S Washington St, Bloomington, 

IN 47401 

(812) 339-8710; boxcai@boxcarbooks.org 
KANSAS 

Solidarity! Radical Library 

1109 Massachusetts St, Lawrence, KS 66044 
(785) 865-1374 
MAINE 
Maine EF! 

POB 917, Belfast, ME 04915 

maineef@yahoo.com 

People's Free Space 

POB 4875, Portland, ME 04112 

info@peoplesfreespace.org 

MASSACHUSETTS 

Mass Direct Action 

POB 484, Somerset, MA 02726 

massdirectaction@riseup.net 

MINNESOTA 

Church of Deep Ecology 

POB 16075, St Paul, MN 55116 

(800) 862-7031; 

contact@churchofdeepecology.org 
Forest Ecosystems Action Group 
2441 Lyndale Ave S, Minneapolis, MN 55405 
paarise@mtn.org 

Community Arts & Media Project 

POB 63232, St Louis, MO 63163 
mberry@riseup.net 


Environmental Resource Center 

(308) 432-3458; buffalobruce@panhandle.net 

NEW YORK 

Central New York EF! 

POB 35463, Syracuse, NY 13235 

(585) 802-8330; cnyearthfirst@riseup.net 

NORTH CAROLINA 

Katuah EF!/Roadkill Faction 

POB 1485, Asheville, NC 28802 

Uwharrie EF! 

bison 1 2@wildmail.com 

OHIO " 

Hock-Hocking EF! 

(740) 592-2581; info@eastemforestdefense.org 
The Wire: A Community Resource Center 
21 Kern St, Athens, OH 45701 
(740) 589-5111; thewire@riseup.net 
OREGON 

Blue Mountains Biodiversity Project 

27803 Williams Ln, Fossil, OR 97830 
Cascadia EF! 

POB 10384, Eugene, OR 97440 

ef@cascadiarising.org 

Cascadia Rising! Ecodefense 

POB 12583, Portland, OR 97212 

(503) 493-7495; action@cascadiarising.org 

Green Anarchy 

POB 11331, Eugene, OR 97440 

collective@greenanarchy.org 

PENNSYLVANIA 

EF! Philly 


RHODE ISLAND 
Ocean State EF! 
oceanstate_ef@riseup.net 
TENNESSEE 
Three Rivers EF! 

POB 16309, Knoxville, TN 37996 

(865) 633-8483; annebonnylives@yahoo.com 

UTAH 

Wild Wasatch EF! 

8790 W 25800 N, Portage, UT 84331 

(435) 866-2137 

VERMONT 

Save the Corporations from Themselves 
169 Main St, Brattleboro, VT 05301 
(802) 254-4847; larrysvt@hotmail.com 
WASHINGTON 
The Evergreen State College 
Environmental Resource Center 
2700 Evergreen Pkwy NW, Cab 320, 

Olympia, WA 98505 

(360) 867-6784; erc@riseup.net 

The Last Wizards 

james@lastwizards.com 

WISCONSIN 

Madison EF!/Infoshop 

1019 Williamson St #B, Madison, WI 53703 

(608) 262-9036 

WYOMING 

Teewinot EF! 

POB 1329, Jackson, WY 83001 

(307) 690-6961; teewinotef@wildrockies.org 


MONTANA 

Buffalo Field Campaign 

POB 957, West Yellowstone, MT 59758 


Some of the benefits of being listed in the EF! directory include: exposure for 
local and regional campaigns; free advertising space in the 
Journal; merchandise discounts; and bulk copies of the 
Journal for the price of postage. For more information, 
contact the£F7 Journal, POB 3023, Tucson, A Z 85702; 
(520) 620-6900; collective@earthfirstjournal.org. 
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Food... 

Before and After 

the Revolution 

BY SOPAIPILLA 

The Revolution Will Not Be Microwaved: Inside Amer- 
ica's Underground Food Movements by Sandor Ellix Katz, 
Chelsea Green Publishing Company, 2006. 

"Just as fermenting liquids exhibit a bubbling action 
similar to boiling, so do excited people, filled with pas- 
sion and unrestrained." So begins Sandor Ellix Katz as he 
describes his inspirations for The Revolution Will Not Be Mi- 
crowaved. The fermentation of foods and drinks is a meta- 
phor for "social fermentation"; as the fermentation goes 
on, more excitement builds and we end up with some- 
thing active, powerful and healing. 

Katz's second book — his first was Wild 
Fermentation — explores the concealed truth 
about the dominating grasp of government 
bureaucracy on the food that we put into 
our bodies every day. He then describes 
groups of people enthusiastic and conscious 
about food, and what they are doing to take 
back the wellness of our land, bodies and 
interactions with each other. 

In a personal, clear and compelling voice, 

Katz explains the scariest parts of the cur- 
rent food machine. With full documenta- 
tion and charts, he confronts the world of 
genetic engineering, corporate ownership 
of seeds and land, government prohibi- 
tions, food commodification and decreas- 
ing nutrition, water pollution, forgotten 
knowledge and alienation from what we eat. He shows 
the absurdity of the growing multinational-organic-brand 
collaboration (see opposite page), how a full 50 percent of 
our food in the US is thrown away, and what tiny per- 
centage of each food dollar actually goes to the farmer 
(the rest goes to transportation, marketing, advertising 
and the like). 

But the book is really organized around the food move- 
ments themselves. They are diverse and action-oriented, 
not tired, greenwashed reactions. One by one, Katz de- 
scribes the concepts of local and seasonal food, seed 
saving, land and labor struggles, slow food, raw food, 
healing food, illegal plants, vegetarianism and humane 
meat, foraging and scavenging, and the importance of 
water. He highlights his descriptions of each movement 



The delicious, native, but nearly forgotten pawpaw fruit is mak- 
ing a comeback thanks to slow and local food movements. 


with personal anecdotes, as well as those from friends. 
He swings from humorous — as he retells an indoor- 
composting fiasco or his experiments with homemade 
gourmet maggot cheese— to serious — as he examines his 
own struggles with HIV and his decision to take pharma- 
ceutical products. 

However, what admittedly drew me in from the start was 
the wide array of fun stuff. The text, scattered with relevant 
plant drawings, is as plump and juicy as a dumpstered pa- 
paya. There are simple recipes for exciting-sounding foods 
like wild-foraged pesto, root beer, creative raw pates, ganja 
butter, veggie fermentation, raw-milk cottage cheese, local 
dirt, herbal-elixir mead and "slow" gefilte fish. Article 
and zine excerpts let underground experts 
have their say about everything from wild 
mushroom gathering to community gardens 
to how to judge the freshness of roadkill. 

Most importantly, in teaching us about 
these movements, Katz inspires us to take 
it a step further, whatever our food persua- 
sions may be. You may end up setting up 
an underground food market, where people 
can sell bread that they bake in their own 
ovens and milk that isn't tampered with 
by government regulations. You'll gather 
dandelion leaves, chickweed, mushrooms, 
prickly pear or whatever else grows in your 
own backyard. You'll school yourself in 
herbal healing, live in raw food decadence, 
get involved in a grassroots land-rights 
movement or finally take more than five 
minutes to savor a meal with friends. 

The only problem with Microwaved is that it's only a 
400-page handbook, an introduction. Volumes could 
have been written on the topics covered by any one of 
these chapters. But luckily, besides including theories and 
strategies, Katz lists literature, film and organization refer- 
ences for "action and information" after each chapter. 

It's time to get down with food the way we love it: deli- 
cious, healthy, and requiring lots more vitalizing personal 
involvement than bland personal finances. We eat it every 
day, so let's keep it real! 

Sopaipilla, who has in the past been employed preparing 
fancy food, is now practicing the fine art of organic gourmet 
dumpster cooking. She loves food so much, she eats it several 
times a day, and hopes you do too. 


The Revolution 

WiU Hot Be 
Microwaved 



Inside America’s 

Underground 

Food Movements 

Sandor Ellix Katz 
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